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Title 15.2 - COUNTIES, CITIES AND TOWNS

Subtitle | - GENERAL PROVISIONS; CHARTERS; OTHER FORMS AND
ORGANIZATION OF COUNTIES

Chapter 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS

§ 15.2-100. Charter powers not affected by title.

Except when otherwise expressly provided by the words, "Notwithstanding any contrary provision of
law, general or special," or words of similar import, the provisions of this title shall not repeal, amend,
impair or affect any power, right or privilege conferred on counties, cities and towns by charter.

Code 1950, § 15-2; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-101. Certain laws and ordinances not affected by repeal of Title 15.1; validation of laws and
ordinances adopted under § 15.1-522.

A. The repeal of Title 15.1 effective as of December 1, 1997, shall not affect the powers of any locality
with respect to any ordinance, resolution or by-law adopted and not repealed or rescinded prior to
such date.

B. The repeal of § 15.1-522 by this title shall not affect the exercise, by ordinance or otherwise, of any
power conferred by this section upon any county which on November 30, 1997, was vested with such
power and on or before such date exercised the power; and every power so conferred, vested and
exercised is hereby continued in such cases.

C. For the purposes of this section, all laws and ordinances heretofore adopted by any county author-
ized to adopt such law or ordinance under former § 15.1-522 are hereby ratified, validated and con-
firmed, notwithstanding noncompliance with any technical requirement of such section.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-102. Definitions.
As used in this title unless such construction would be inconsistent with the context or manifest intent
of the statute:

"Board of supervisors" means the governing body of a county.

"City" means any independent incorporated community which became a city as provided by law
before noon on the first day of July, nineteen hundred seventy-one, or which has within defined bound-
aries a population of 5,000 or more and which has become a city as provided by law.

"Constitutional officer" means an officer provided for pursuant to Article VII, § 4 of the Constitution.
"Council" means the governing body of a city or town.

"Councilman" or "member of the council" means a member of the governing body of a city or town.



"County" means any existing county or such unit hereafter created.

"Governing body" means the board of supervisors of a county, council of a city, or council of a town, as
the context may require.

"Locality" or "local government" shall be construed to mean a county, city, or town as the context may
require.

incorporated communities,

"Municipality, municipal corporation," and words or terms of similar

import shall be construed to relate only to cities and towns.
"Supervisor" means a member of the board of supervisors of a county.

"Town" means any existing town or an incorporated community within one or more counties which
became a town before noon, July one, nineteen hundred seventy-one, as provided by law or which
has within defined boundaries a population of 1,000 or more and which has become a town as
provided by law.

"Voter" means a qualified voter as defined in § 24.2-101.
Code 1950, § 15-1; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-6; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-103. Name "Mount Vernon" reserved.

The name "Mount Vernon" is reserved for the home and tomb of the late General George Washington
in Fairfax County. The General Assembly shall not grant to any locality the right to use the name
"Mount Vernon."

Code 1950, § 15-24.4; 1956, c. 42; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-34; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-104. Liens against real estate.

Notwithstanding any provision contained in this title to the contrary, wherever this title provides for or
authorizes a lien upon real estate for a local assessment, fee, rent or charge, other than real estate
taxes, not paid when due, such lien shall not bind or affect a subsequent bona fide purchaser of the
real estate for valuable consideration without actual notice of the lien unless, at the time of the transfer
of record of the real estate to the purchaser, a statement containing the name of the record owner of
the real estate and the amount of such unpaid assessments, fees, rents or charges is entered in the
judgment lien book in the clerk's office where deeds are recorded or is contained in records main-
tained by the local treasurer for real estate tax liens pursuant to § 58.1-3930 with respect to the real
estate against which the lien is asserted. Any such lien binding on the owner of the real estate at the
time of sale or other disposition shall be paid from the sale or other proceeds as real estate taxes
assessed thereon are required to be paid. The clerk shall cause such statement to be entered and
properly indexed against the record owner of the real estate, for which the clerk shall be entitled to a
fee of two dollars per entry, or such other fee as may be specifically provided for such purpose in this
title, to be paid by the locality or other political subdivision asserting the lien and to be added to the
amount of the lien. If the amount of such lien and all accrued interest due thereon are paid in full, the
locality or other political subdivision asserting the lien shall deliver a certificate evidencing such
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payment to the person paying the same, and, upon presentation of such certificate, the clerk having
record of the lien shall mark the entry of such lien satisfied, for which he shall be entitled to a fee of
one dollar, or such other fee as may be specifically provided for such purpose in this title.

1994, c. 525, § 15.1-37.3:13; 1996, c. 612; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-105. Penalty and interest for failure to pay accounts when due.

Any person failing to pay, pursuant to an ordinance, any account due a locality on or before its due
date, other than taxes which are provided for in Title 58.1, may, at the option of the locality, incur a pen-
alty thereon of ten dollars or an amount not exceeding ten percent. The penalty shall be added to the
amount of the account due from such person. No penalty shall be imposed for failure to pay any
account if such failure was not in any way the fault of the debtor.

Interest at the rate of ten percent annually from the first day following the day such account is due may
be collected upon the principal and penalty of all such accounts.

1984, c. 520, § 15.1-37.3:6; 1985, c. 342; 1989, c. 366; 1992, c. 229; 1997, cc. 587, 700.

§ 15.2-106. Ordinances providing fee for passing bad checks to localities.

Any locality may by ordinance provide for a fee, not exceeding $50, for the uttering, publishing or
passing of any check, draft, or order for payment of taxes or any other sums due, which is sub-
sequently returned for insufficient funds or because there is no account or the account has been
closed, or because such check, draft, or order was returned because of a stop-payment order placed
in bad faith on the check, draft, or order by the drawer.

1973, c. 103, § 15.1-29.4; 1982, c. 20; 1997, c. 587; 1998, c. 502; 2004, c. 565; 2010, c. 708; 2011, c.
255.

§ 15.2-107. Advertisement and enactment of certain fees and levies.

All levies and fees imposed or increased by a locality pursuant to the provisions of Chapters 21 (§
15.2-2100 et seq.) or 22 (§ 15.2-2200 et seq.) shall be adopted by ordinance. The advertising require-
ments of subsection F of § 15.2-1427, or § 15.2-2204, as appropriate, shall apply, except as modified
in this section.

The advertisement shall include the following:
1. The time, date, and place of the public hearing.
2. The actual dollar amount or percentage change, if any, of the proposed levy, fee or increase.

3. A specific reference to the Code of Virginia section or other legal authority granting the legal author-
ity for enactment of such proposed levy, fee, or increase.

4. A designation of the place or places where the complete ordinance, and information concerning the
documentation for the proposed fee, levy or increase are available for examination by the public no
later than the time of the first publication.

1987, c. 389, § 15.1-29.14; 1997, c. 587; 2005, c. 72.
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§ 15.2-107.1. Advertisement of legal notices on web sites.
In addition to any requirements that a locality advertise legal notices in a newspaper having a general
circulation in the locality, such notices may also be published on the locality's World Wide Web site.

2000, c. 434.

§ 15.2-107.2. Alternative method for local government to give notice by mail.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, general or special, a locality may give notice by regular
mail in any instance in which two or more notices are required for the same action, the first notice is
required to be sent by certified or registered mail, and at least one notice has previously been sent by
certified or registered mail. Such notice shall be sent to the last address available through government
records.

2011, c. 127.

§ 15.2-108. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2007, c. 250, cl. 2.

§ 15.2-108.1. Local fees charged to places of worship.

Localities shall not charge any fee to any church, synagogue, or other place of worship unless author-
ized by general law or special act of the General Assembly. Nothing in this section shall apply to any
fire prevention inspection fees.

2012, c. 804.

§ 15.2-109. Regulations on political campaign signs.

No locality shall have the authority to prohibit the display of political campaign signs on private prop-
erty if the signs are in compliance with zoning and right-of-way restrictions applicable to temporary
nonpolitical signs, if the signs have been posted with the permission of the owner. The provisions of
this section shall supersede the provisions of any local ordinance or regulation in conflict with this sec-
tion. This section shall have no effect upon the regulations of the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation.

2004, c. 388.

§ 15.2-110. Authority to require approval by common interest community association.

No locality shall require, prior to the issuance of any permit, certificate, or license, including a building
permit or a license for a business, profession, or child care facility, that the governing board of an asso-
ciation subject to the Property Owners' Association Act (§ 55.1-1800 et seq.), the Virginia Con-
dominium Act (§ 55.1-1900 et seq.), or the Virginia Real Estate Cooperative Act (§ 55.1-2100 et seq.)
consent to the activity for which the permit, certificate, or license is sought. The provisions of this sec-
tion shall not be applied to limit or otherwise impinge upon the provisions of a condominium instru-
ment as defined in § 55.1-1900, the declaration of a common interest community as defined in § 54.1-
2345, or the declaration of a cooperative as defined in § 55.1-2100.

2016, cc. 254, 458.


http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?001+ful+CHAP0434
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?111+ful+CHAP0127
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?071+ful+CHAP0250
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0804
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0388
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+CHAP0254
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+CHAP0458

§ 15.2-111. Rescheduling or continuing meetings for weather.

By resolution adopted at a regular meeting, any political subdivision, board of zoning appeals, or other
local government board, commission, or authority may fix the day or days to which a regular meeting
shall be continued if the chairman, or vice-chairman if the chairman is unable to act, finds and
declares that weather or other conditions are such that it is hazardous for members to attend the reg-
ular meeting. Such findings shall be communicated to the members and the press as promptly as pos-
sible. All hearings and other matters previously advertised shall be conducted at the continued
meeting, and no further advertising is required.

2020, c. 1143.
Chapter 2 - LOCAL GOVERNMENT CHARTERS

§ 15.2-200. Required procedure for obtaining new charter or amendment.

No charter shall be granted to a locality by the General Assembly and no charter of a locality shall be
amended by the General Assembly except as provided in this chapter or in Chapter 34 (§ 15.2-3400 et
seq.) of this title.

Code 1950, § 15-65.1; 1958, c. 329; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-833; 1979, c. 297; 1985, c. 387; 1986, c. 312;
1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-201. Charter elections; subsequent procedure; procedure when bill not introduced or fails to
pass in General Assembly.

A locality may provide for holding an election to be conducted as provided in § 24.2-681 et seq. of
Title 24.2 to determine if the voters of the locality desire that it request the General Assembly to grant
to the locality a new charter or to amend its existing charter. At least ten days prior to the holding of
such election, the text or an informative summary of the new charter or amendment desired shall be
published in a newspaper of general circulation in the locality.

If a majority of the voters voting in such election vote in favor of such request, the locality shall transmit
two certified copies of the results of such election together with the publisher's affidavit and the new
charter or the amendments to the existing charter, to one or more members of the General Assembly
representing such locality for introduction as a bill in the succeeding session of the General Assembly.

If a bill incorporating such charter or amendments is not introduced at the succeeding session of the
General Assembly, the approval of the voters for such charter or amendments shall be void. If, at such
session, members of the General Assembly fail to enact or pass by indefinitely and do not carry over
such a bill incorporating such charter or amendments, the charter or amendments shall again be
presented to the voters for their approval or submitted to a public hearing pursuant to § 15.2-202
before reintroduction in the General Assembly.

Code 1950, § 15-65.2; 1958, c. 329; 1962, cc. 1,623, § 15.1-834; 1979, c. 297; 1985, c. 387; 1997, c.
587.
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§ 15.2-202. Public hearing in lieu of election; procedure when bill not introduced or fails to pass in
General Assembly.

In lieu of the election provided forin § 15.2-201, a locality requesting the General Assembly to grant to
it a new charter or to amend its existing charter may hold a public hearing with respect thereto, at
which citizens shall have an opportunity to be heard to determine if the citizens of the locality desire
that the locality request the General Assembly to grant to it a new charter, or to amend its existing
charter. At least ten days' notice of the time and place of such hearing and the text or an informative
summary of the new charter or amendment desired shall be published in a newspaper of general cir-
culation in the locality. Such public hearing may be adjourned from time to time, and upon the com-
pletion thereof, the locality may request, in the manner provided in § 15.2-201, the General Assembly
to grant the new charter or amend the existing charter and the provisions of § 15.2-201 shall be applic-
able thereto.

If a bill incorporating such charter or amendments is not introduced at the succeeding session of the
General Assembly, the authority of the locality to request such charter or amendments by reason of
such public hearing shall thereafter be void. If at such session members of the General Assembly fail
to enact and do not carry over or pass by indefinitely a bill incorporating such charter or amendments,
the charter or amendments may again be submitted to a public hearing in lieu of an election as
provided hereinabove before reintroduction in the General Assembly.

The locality requesting a new or amended charter shall provide with such request a publisher's affi-
davit showing that the public hearing was advertised and a certified copy of the governing body's
minutes showing the action taken at the advertised public hearing.

Code 1950, § 15-65.3; 1958, c. 329; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-835; 1979, c. 297; 1985, c. 387; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-203. Legislation granting or amending charter evidence of compliance with requirements.
The passage of any legislation granting or amending any charter of a locality shall be conclusive evid-
ence of compliance with the requirements of this chapter.

Code 1950, § 15-65.4; 1960, c. 497; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-836; 1985, c. 387; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-204. Uniform charter powers.

Cities and towns shall have all powers set forth in Article 1 (§ 15.2-1100 et seq.) of Chapter 11, known
as the uniform charter powers. Such powers do not need to be set out or incorporated by reference in
a city or town charter.

Counties shall have all powers set forth in Article 1 (§ 15.2-1100 et seq.) of Chapter 11 only when
such powers are specifically conferred upon the county.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-205. Use of provisions of chapter not authorized for certain purposes.
Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the statutes within this chapter shall not be used
as authorization for ordering or holding any election or referendum the results of which would cause or
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resultin the abolition of any office set forth in Article VII, Section 4 of the Constitution of Virginia until
the abolition of any such office has first been provided for by a general law or special act on such ques-
tion alone and approved in a referendum.

1977, c. 684, § 15.1-836.1; 1979, c. 297; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-206. Special elections; request for abolition of certain local constitutional offices.

No bill to enact or amend a charter which has the effect of abolishing any office set forth in Article VII,
Section 4 of the Constitution of Virginia shall be considered unless a referendum, elsewhere author-
ized by law, has been conducted in accordance with the provisions of § 24.2-685, and a majority of
the qualified voters voting thereon have approved the request for the enactment or amendment of the
charter.

1985, c. 586, § 15.1-836.1:1; 1986, c. 355; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-207. Boundaries of municipal corporations continued; charters not to contain metes and
bounds; incorporated by reference.

The boundaries of municipal corporations remain as now established unless changed as provided in
this title. No charter of any municipal corporation shall contain the metes and bounds of such muni-
cipal corporation, but the boundaries shall be incorporated therein by reference to the recordation in
the clerk's office of the court where deeds are admitted to record of the final decree or order of the
court establishing such boundaries or the act of the General Assembly by which they are defined. The
part of the charter of a municipal corporation defining its boundaries hereafter amended shall not con-
tain the metes and bounds of the municipal corporation, but the boundaries shall be incorporated
therein by reference to the recordation of a final decree or order of court or to a General Assembly act.

Code 1950, § 15.1-908; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-836.2; 1979, c. 297; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-208. Boundaries of counties.
No county charter shall contain the description of the county's boundaries.

1985, c. 387, § 15.1-836.3; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-209. Notice to be given to counties, cities, and towns of tort claims for damages.

A. Every claim cognizable against any county, city, or town for negligence shall be forever barred
unless the claimant or his agent, attorney, or representative has filed a written statement of the nature
of the claim, which includes the time and place at which the injury is alleged to have occurred, within
six months after such cause of action accrued. Failure to provide such statement shall not bar a claim
against any county, city, or town, provided that the attorney, chief executive, or mayor of such locality,
or any insurer or entity providing coverage or indemnification of the claim, had actual knowledge of the
claim, which includes the nature of the claim and the time and place at which the injury is alleged to
have occurred, within six months after such cause of action accrued. However, if the claimant was
under a disability at the time the cause of action accrued, the tolling provisions of § 8.01-229 shall

apply.
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B. The statement shall be filed with the county, city, or town attorney or with the chief executive or
mayor of the county, city, or town.

C. The notice is deemed filed when it is received in the office of the official to whom the notice is dir-
ected. The notice may be delivered by hand, by any form of United States mail service (including reg-
ular, certified, registered or overnight mail), or by commercial delivery service.

D. In any action contesting the filing of the notice of claim, the burden of proof shall be on the claimant
to establish receipt of the notice in conformity with this section. A signed United States mail return
receipt indicating the date of delivery, or any other form of signed and dated acknowledgment of deliv-
ery, given by authorized personnel in the office of the official with whom the statement is filed, shall be
prima facie evidence of filing of the notice under this section.

E. This section does not, and shall not be construed to, abrogate, limit, expand or modify the sov-
ereign immunity of any county, city, town, or any officer, agent or employee of the foregoing.

F. This section, on and after June 30, 1954, shall take precedence over the provisions of all charters
and amendments thereto of municipal corporations in conflict herewith granted prior to such date. Itis
further declared that as to any such charter or amendment thereto, granted on and after such date, that
any provision therein in conflict with this section shall be deemed to be invalid as being in conflict with
Article IV, Section 12 of the Constitution of Virginia unless such conflict be stated in the title to such
proposed charter or amendment thereto by the words "conflicting with § 15.2-209 of the Code" or sub-
stantially similar language.

G. The provisions of this section are mandatory and shall be strictly construed. This section is pro-
cedural and compliance with its provisions is not jurisdictional.

2007, c. 368; 2016, c. 772.

Chapter 3 - OPTIONAL FORMS OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT; GENERAL
PROVISIONS

§ 15.2-300. Adoption of optional forms of county government; inconsistent provisions of law.
A. Any county may adopt an optional form of county government in accordance with the referendum
provisions of § 15.2-301, subject to the limitations specified in Chapters 3 through 8 of this title.

B. Other provisions of law in conflict with Chapters 3 through 8 of this title shall not apply to a county
which has adopted an applicable form of county government pursuant to this chapter, unless such pro-
vision expressly provides otherwise.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-301. Petition or resolution asking for referendum; notice; conduct of election.

A. A county may adopt one of the optional forms of government provided for in Chapters 4 through 8 of
this title only after approval by voter referendum. The referendum shall be initiated by (i) a petition filed
with the circuit court for the county signed by at least ten percent of the voters of the county, asking that
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a referendum be held on the question of adopting one of the forms of government or (ii) a resolution
passed by the board of supervisors and filed with the circuit court asking for a referendum. The petition
or resolution shall specify which of the forms of government provided for in Chapters 4 through 8 is to
be placed on the ballot for consideration. Only one form may be placed on the ballot for consideration.

B. Notice of the election shall be published in a newspaper having a general circulation in the county
once a week for three consecutive weeks and shall be posted at the door of the county courthouse.

C. The election shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of § 24.2-684. In addition to the
certifications required by such section, the secretary of the appropriate electoral board shall certify the
results to the Commission on Local Government.

D. Prior to adopting an optional form of government provided for in Chapter 5 or Chapter 6, a county
shall also comply with the referendum requirements of § 24.2-686.

1997, c. 587; 2000, c. 741.

§ 15.2-302. When form of government to become effective.
A form of government approved by the voters in accordance with § 15.2-301 shall become effective on
January 1 following the election of members of the governing body under the provisions of § 15.2-303.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-303. When new supervisors elected.

If voters approve the adoption of an optional form of government in accordance with § 15.2-301, the
members of the governing body shall be elected at the next succeeding November general election.
The members' terms shall commence on January 1 following the election.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-304. Effect of change on other county officers.

All other officers of such county shall continue to hold office until their successors are appointed and
have qualified. The term of office of any person who holds an office abolished by the form of gov-
ernment adopted shall terminate as soon as his powers and duties have been transferred to some
other officer or employee, or are abolished.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-305. Changing from one form to another.

A county may change from one optional form to another optional form, or to any other form of county
government prescribed by Article VIl of the Constitution, only by following the procedures setoutin §
15.2-301, subject to any limitations specified in Chapters 3 through 8 of this title.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-306. Limitation as to frequency of elections.
If any election has been held in a county to determine whether such county shall adopt a form of
county government provided for in Chapters 4 through 8 of this title, or if any election has been held in
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a county which has adopted such form of county government to determine whether such county shall
change to another form of county government or to determine whether such county shall change to
some other form of county government provided for by Article VIl of the Constitution of Virginia and the
other provisions of general law of the Commonwealth, no further election of the nature referred to in
this section shall be held in the county within three years thereafter.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-307. County forms of government adopted under prior acts.
Any county which has adopted an optional form of government under the authority of prior acts shall
continue to operate as though created under the terms of this chapter.

1997, c. 587.
Chapter 4 - COUNTY BOARD FORM OF GOVERNMENT

§ 15.2-400. Form of government to be known as county board form; applicability of chapter.

The form of county organization and government provided for in this chapter shall be known as the
county board form. The provisions of this chapter shall apply only to counties which have adopted the
county board form.

Code 1950, § 15-364; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-699; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-401. Adoption of county board form.
Any county may adopt the county board form of government in accordance with the provisions of
Chapter 3 (§ 15.2-300 et seq.) of this title.

Code 1950, § 15-362; 1950, pp. 123, 694; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-697; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-402. Board of county supervisors; election; terms; chairman; vacancies.
A. The powers and duties of the county as a body politic and corporate shall be vested in a board of
county supervisors ("the board").

B. The board shall consist of one member elected from the county at large by the qualified voters of
the county and one member from each magisterial or election district in the county elected by the qual-
ified voters of such magisterial or election district. The board members shall be elected at the same
time and for the same term as provided by general law for the election of boards of supervisors of
counties. The board shall elect its chairman from its membership.

C. Members of the board in office immediately prior to the day upon which the county board form
becomes effective in the county shall be and, unless sooner removed, continue as members until the
expiration of their respective terms and until their successors have qualified.

D. If the change in the form of county organization and government becomes effective on January 1
next succeeding the regular election of board members in the county, such members-elect shall qual-
ify and, as soon as possible after the county board form becomes effective in the county, succeed the
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then incumbents as board members and as such continue until the expiration of their respective terms
and until their successors have qualified.

E. At the regular November election next succeeding the approval of the county board form, one board
member shall be elected from the county at large by the qualified voters of the county; his term of office
shall begin on January 1 next succeeding such election and shall run for a term coincident with that of
the other board members. Pending his election and taking office, the office of member from the county

at large shall remain vacant.

F. Except as otherwise provided in subsection E of this section, any vacancy in the membership of the
board shall be filled pursuant to Article 6 (§ 24.2-225 et seq.) of Chapter 2 of Title 24.2.

Code 1950, § 15-365; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-700; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 158; 1993, c. 731; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-403. Same; powers and duties.

A. The board shall be the policy-determining body of the county and shall be vested with all the rights
and powers conferred on boards of supervisors by general law, not inconsistent with the form of
county organization and government herein provided.

B. The board may require of all departments, divisions, agencies and officers of the county and of the
several districts of the county such annual reports and other reports as in its opinion the business of
the county requires.

C. The board may inquire into the official conduct of any office or officer, whether elective or appoint-
ive, of the county or of any district thereof, and to investigate the accounts, receipts, disbursements
and expenses of any county or district officer. For these purposes it may subpoena witnesses, admin-
ister oaths, and require the production of books, papers and other evidence. If any witness fails or
refuses to obey any such lawful order of the board he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.

D. The board shall, as soon as the county board form of county organization and government takes
effect in the county, provide for the performance of all the governmental functions of the county in a
manner consistent with this chapter.

E. Whenever it is not designated herein what officer or employee of the county shall exercise any
power or perform any duty conferred upon or required of the county, or any officer thereof, by general
law, then any such power shall be exercised or duty performed by that officer or employee of the
county so designated by ordinance or resolution of the board.

Code 1950, § 15-366; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-701; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-404. Appointment and compensation of officers and employees of county.

A. The board shall, except as otherwise provided in § 15.2-408 and except as the board may author-
ize any officer or the head of any office to appoint employees under such officer or in such office,
appoint all officers and employees, including deputies and assistants, in the administrative service of
the county. Any officer or employee of the county appointed pursuant to this section may be sus-
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pended or removed from office or employment either by the board or the officer or head of the office by
whom he was appointed or employed.

B. In the event of the absence or disability of any officer except those named in § 15.2-408, the board
or other appointing power may designate some responsible person to perform the duties of the office.

C. The board shall, subject to such limitations as may hereafter be prescribed by general law and
except as herein otherwise provided, fix the compensation of all officers and employees of the county
except as it may authorize any officer or the head of any office to fix the compensation of employees
under such officer or in such office. The compensation of the attorney for the Commonwealth, the com-
missioner of the revenue, the county clerk, the sheriff, and the treasurer of the county, and the depu-
ties, assistants and employees of such officers, shall be determined and paid in the manner which is
or may hereafter be provided for the determination and payment of the salary of each such officer,
respectively, by other provisions of general law.

D. The chairman of the board shall receive compensation not in excess of $3,000 per annum, and
each of the other board members shall receive not in excess of $2,700 per annum. Alternatively, the
chairman and other board members may be compensated in accordance with the provisions of gen-
eral law as specified in Article 1.1 (§ 15.2-1414.1 et seq.) of Chapter 14 of this title. However, in Car-
roll County and Grayson County, the chairman and other board members shall be compensated as
provided forin § 15.2-1414.2.

Code 1950, § 15-367; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-702; 1972, cc. 809, 815; 1973, c. 271; 1976, c. 92; 1981, c.
92: 1997, c. 587; 2000, cc. 613, 953.

§ 15.2-405. Assignment of activities.

Any activity which is not assigned by this form of county organization and government shall be
assigned by the board to the appropriate officer or employee of the county, and the board may reas-
sign, transfer or combine any such activities.

Code 1950, § 15-368; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-703; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-406. Appointment, compensation and removal of county administrator.

A. The board shall appoint a county administrator and fix his compensation. He shall be appointed
with due regard to merit only, and need not be a resident of the county at the time of his appointment.
No board member shall, during the time for which he is elected, be chosen county administrator.

B. The county administrator may be removed at the pleasure of the board.

C. In case of the absence or disability of the county administrator, the board may designate some
responsible person to perform the duties of the office.

Code 1950, § 15-369; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-704; 1973, c. 163; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-407. Powers and duties of county administrator.
A. The board may by resolution designate the county administrator as clerk of the board. In such case
and upon the qualification of the county administrator authorized by this article the county clerk of such
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county shall be relieved of his duties in connection with the board and all of his duties shall be
imposed upon and performed by the county administrator. If the board does not designate the county
administrator as clerk, the county clerk or one of his deputies shall attend the meetings of the board
and record in a book provided for the purpose all of the proceedings of the board, but he shall not be
authorized and required to sign any warrants of the board, such authority being hereby vested in the
county administrator. However, the board may by resolution of record require the county clerk to sign
all warrants of the board.

B. The county administrator shall, insofar as the board requires, be responsible to the board for the
proper administration of all affairs of the county which the board has authority to control. He shall keep
the board advised as to the financial condition of the county and shall submit to the board monthly,
and at such other times as may be required, reports concerning the administrative affairs of the county.

C. The county administrator shall, if the board requires, examine regularly the books and papers of
each department, officer and agency of the county and report to the board the condition in which he
finds them and such other information as the board may direct.

D. The county administrator shall from time to time submit to the board recommendations concerning
the affairs of the county and its departments, officers and agencies as he deems proper.

E. Under the direction of the board, the county administrator, for informative and fiscal planning pur-
poses only, shall prepare and submit to the board a proposed annual budget for the county. The board
may, however, direct that the county budget be prepared by the county clerk.

F. The county administrator shall audit all claims against the county for services, materials and equip-
ment for such county agencies and departments as the board may direct, except those required to be
received and audited by the county school board, and shall present the audits to the board of county
supervisors together with his recommendation and such information as necessary to enable the board
to act on such claims.

G. If the board, by resolution, designates the county administrator as clerk of the board, the county
administrator shall: (i) have all the powers, authority and duties vested in the county clerk as clerk of
the board, under general law; (ii) pay, with his warrant, all claims against the county chargeable
against any fund under the control of the board, other than the general county fund, when such
expenditure is authorized and approved by the officer and/or employee authorized to procure the ser-
vices, supplies, materials or equipment accountable for such claims and after auditing the claims as to
their authority and correctness; (iii) pay with his warrant all claims against the county chargeable
against the general county fund where the claim arose out of purchase made by the county admin-
istrator or for contractual services by him authorized and contracted within the power and authority
given him by board resolution; and (iv) pay with his warrant all claims against the county authorized to
be paid by the board.

Code 1950, § 15-370; 1950, pp. 123, 694; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 69; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-705; 1997, c.
587.



§ 15.2-408. Attorney for the Commonwealth, county clerk, sheriff, commissioner of the revenue
and treasurer of the county.

A. The attorney for the Commonwealth, the county clerk, the sheriff, the commissioner of the revenue
and the treasurer of the county in office immediately prior to the day upon which the county board form
becomes effective in the county shall continue, unless sooner removed, as attorney for the Com-
monwealth, county clerk, sheriff, commissioner of the revenue and treasurer, respectively, of the
county until the expiration of their respective terms of office and until their successors have qualified.
Thereafter, such officers shall be elected in such manner and for such terms as provided by general
law.

B. When any vacancy occurs in any office named in subsection A, the vacancy shall be filled as
provided by general law.

C. Each officer named in subsection A of this section may appoint such deputies, assistants and
employees as he may require in the exercise of the powers conferred and in the performance of the
duties imposed upon him by law.

D. Each officer, except the attorney for the Commonwealth, named in subsection A shall, except as
otherwise provided in this chapter, exercise all the powers conferred and perform all the duties
imposed upon such officer by general law. He shall be accountable to the board in all matters affect-
ing the county and shall perform such duties, not inconsistent with his office, as the board directs.

Code 1950, § 15-371; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-706; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 158; 1977, c. 584; 1997, c. 587,
2003, c. 1015.

§ 15.2-409. Authority of boards of supervisors to require commissioners of revenue to prepare tax
bills.

The board may by resolution require the commissioner of revenue of such county to prepare and
make all tax bills, in accord with all items shown on the land books, personal property books and
income assessment books for the current year, and deliver the bills to the treasurer of the county at the
time the land books, personal property books and income assessment books are delivered to such
treasurer under general law. Such requirement shall not be effective, however, until the board has first
installed in the office of the commissioner of revenue a suitable machine by which the tax bills may be
prepared and made out simultaneously with the preparation and making out of the books. The board
may prescribe the form of the tax bills and require the commissioner of revenue to destroy all unused
tax bill forms in the presence of the board or a committee of its members appointed by its chairman.
When the board has adopted such resolution and certified it to the county treasurer, he shall be
relieved of all duties and responsibility in reference to the preparation of the bills.

Code 1950, § 15-371.1; 1952, c. 243; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-707; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-410. County school board and division superintendent of schools.
A. The county school board and the division superintendent of schools shall exercise all the powers
conferred and perform all the duties imposed upon them by general law.
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B. The county school board shall be composed of not less than three nor more than six members
chosen by the board of county supervisors to serve staggered four-year terms. Initial terms may be
less than four years to establish the staggered membership. The terms of no more than three members
shall expire in any one year. The board of county supervisors shall establish by resolution the number
of school board members and the staggered membership. The school board membership may be
increased from time to time up to six members. Three-member boards need not be staggered. All
appointments to fill vacancies shall be made by the board of county supervisors and shall be for the
unexpired terms.

C. Each member shall receive as compensation for his services such annual salary as may be pre-
scribed pursuantto § 22.1-32.

D. The board of county supervisors may also appoint a resident of the county to cast the deciding vote
in case of a tie vote of the school board as provided in § 22.1-75. The tie breaker, if any, shall be
appointed for a four-year term whether appointed to fill a vacancy caused by expiration of a term or oth-
erwise.

E. Notwithstanding the above provisions, the Board of Supervisors of Scott County may establish a
staggered membership for its school board with the school board members serving three-year terms
and the Board of Supervisors of Carroll County may continue to appoint five members to its school
board to serve staggered five-year terms.

F. Notwithstanding any contrary provisions of this section, a county which has an elected school
board shall comply with the applicable provisions of Article 7 (§ 22.1-57.1 et seq.) of Title 22.1.

Code 1950, § 15-372; 1950, pp. 124, 695; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-708; 1972, c. 470; 1976, c. 92; 1980, c.
559; 1981, c. 246; 1986, c. 618; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-411. County health officer; county board of health.

The county health officer shall be chosen by the board of county supervisors from a list of eligibles fur-
nished by the State Board of Health. He shall exercise all the powers conferred and shall perform all
the duties imposed upon the local health officer and perform such other duties as may be imposed
upon him by the board of county supervisors. The board of county supervisors may select two qual-
ified citizens of the county, who shall serve without pay, and who together with the county health
officer shall constitute the county board of health. Such board shall advise and cooperate with the
county health officer. The board may at any time be abolished by the board of county supervisors. The
board of county supervisors may, in lieu of establishing a local board of health as herein provided,
operate its health department as a part of a State Board of Health district.

Code 1950, § 15-373; 1950, p. 696; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-709; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-412. Local board of social services and local director of social services.

The board of county supervisors shall select three qualified citizens of the county, one of whom may
be a member of the board of county supervisors, who shall constitute the local board of social ser-
vices; alternatively, the board of county supervisors may choose a board of social services consisting
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of five qualified citizens. Such board shall, insofar as not inconsistent with this form of county organ-
ization and government, exercise all the powers conferred, and perform all the duties imposed, upon
local boards of social services by law. There also shall be a local director of social services who shall
be chosen by the board of county supervisors, or by the local board of social services if the board of
county supervisors so provides, from a list of eligibles furnished by the Director of the Department of
Social Services. He shall, insofar as consistent with this form of county organization and government,
exercise the powers conferred and perform the duties imposed upon local directors of social services
by general law. The local board of social services and the local director of social services shall also
perform such other duties as required by the board of county supervisors.

Code 1950, § 15-374; 1950, p. 696; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-710; 1968, c. 80; 1974, cc. 44, 45; 1997, c.
587; 2002, c. 747; 2010, cc. 349, 436.

§ 15.2-413. Department of extension and continuing education.

The department of extension and continuing education shall be established for the purpose of con-
ducting noncredit educational programs and disseminating useful and practical information pursuant
to the provisions of § 23.1-2608 et seq.

1972, ¢c. 653, § 15.1-711.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-414. County purchasing agent.

A. The county shall have a county purchasing agent. The county administrator shall, unless and until
the board selects a county purchasing agent or designates some other officer to act as county pur-
chasing agent, exercise the powers conferred and perform the duties imposed upon the county pur-
chasing agent.

B. The county purchasing agent shall, subject to such exceptions as the board may allow, make all
purchases for the county and its departments, officers and agencies.

C. The county purchasing agent may also transfer supplies, materials and equipment between, and
sell surplus equipment, materials and supplies not needed by, the departments, officers and agencies
of the county.

D. With the approval of the board, the county purchasing agent may establish specifications or stand-
ards for equipment, materials and supplies to be purchased and inspect deliveries to determine their
compliance with such specifications and standards.

E. All purchases and sales by the county purchasing agent shall be made in accordance with Chapter
43 (§ 2.2-4300 et seq.) of Title 2.2 and under such rules and regulations consistent with Chapter 43 of
Title 2.2 as the board provides.

F. The county purchasing agent shall have charge of such storage rooms and warehouses of the
county as the board provides.

Code 1950, § 15-376; 1950, p. 125; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-712; 1972, c. 820; 1982, c. 647; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-415. Schedule of compensation for officers and employees.
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The board shall, except as otherwise provided in this chapter, establish a schedule of compensation
for officers and employees which shall, so far as practical, provide uniform compensation for like ser-
vice. The compensation prescribed shall be subject to such limitations as may be made by general
law.

Code 1950, § 15-378; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-714; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-416. Official bonds.

The county officers shall give such bonds as required by general law, except that the treasurer's bond
shall be in such penalty as the court or judge requires, but not less than fifteen percent of the amount
to be received annually by him. In addition thereto, the board may fix and require bonds in excess of
the amounts so required, and to require bonds of other county officers and employees in their dis-
cretion, conditioned on the faithful discharge of their duties and the proper accounting for all funds
coming into their possession.

Code 1950, § 15-379; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-715; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-417. Examination and audit of accounts and books.

The board shall require an annual audit of the books of every county officer who handles public funds
to be made by an accountant who is not a regular officer or employee of the county and who is thor-
oughly qualified by training and experience. An audit by the Auditor of Public Accounts, under the pro-
visions of law, may be considered as having satisfied the requirements of this section. The board may
at any time order an examination or audit of the accounts of any officer or employee of the county gov-
ernment. Upon the death, resignation, removal or expiration of the term of any county officer, the board
shall cause an audit and investigation of the accounts of such officer to be made. If, as a result of any
such audit, an officer is found indebted to the county, the board shall proceed forthwith to collect such
indebtedness.

Code 1950, § 15-380; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-716; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-418. Certain officers not affected.
The following officers shall not, except as herein otherwise provided, be affected by the adoption of
the county board form:

1. Jury commissioners;

2. County electoral boards;

3. Registrars;

4. Judges and clerks of election;
5. Magistrates; and

6. Commissioners of accounts.

Code 1950, § 15-383; 1950, p. 126; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-720; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 158; 1973, c. 545;
1997, c. 587.



Chapter 5 - COUNTY EXECUTIVE FORM OF GOVERNMENT

Article 1 - ADOPTION OF COUNTY EXECUTIVE FORM

§ 15.2-500. Title of form; applicability of chapter.

The form of county organization and government provided for in this chapter shall be known and des-
ignated as the county executive form. The provisions of this chapter shall apply only to counties which
have adopted the county executive form.

Code 1950, § 15-272; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-588; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-501. Adoption of county executive form.
Any county may adopt the county executive form of government in accordance with the provisions of
Chapter 3 (§ 15.2-300 et seq.).

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-502. Powers vested in board of county supervisors; election and terms of members; vacan-
cies.

A. The powers of the county as a body politic and corporate shall be vested in a board of county super-
visors (the board), to consist of not less than three nor more than nine members to be elected by the
voters of the county at large, or solely by the voters of the respective magisterial or election district of
which each member is a qualified voter. There shall be on the board for each magisterial or election
district one member, and no more, who shall be a qualified voter of the district.

The supervisors first elected shall hold office until January 1 following the next regular election
provided by general law for the election of supervisors. At such election their successors shall be elec-
ted for terms of four years each.

B. When any vacancy occurs in the board, the vacancy shall be filled in accordance with § 24.2-228,
except that the board shall have the option in its petition to the court to request that the election to fill
the vacancy be held prior to the next or second ensuing general election, as the case may be. In that
event, such election shall be held within sixty days of the issuance of the writ, or, if such election
would fall within the sixty days prior to a general or primary election, on the general election day or
within sixty days following the primary election.

C. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection B, the provisions of this subsection shall apply to any
county with the county executive form of government that is contiguous to a county with the urban
county executive form of government. Notwithstanding the provisions of §§ 24.2-226 and 24.2-228,
when any vacancy occurs in the membership of the board, the judge of the circuit court of the county
shall issue a writ for a special election to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term. The
judge shall issue the writ within fifteen days of the occurrence of the vacancy. He shall order the elec-
tion to be held not fewer than forty-five days and not more than sixty days after the issuance of the writ.
However, if the election would fall within sixty days before a general election, the judge shall order the
election to be held on the general election day; and, if the election would fall within sixty days before a


http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/15.2-300/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-228/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-226/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/24.2-228/

primary election, the judge shall order the election to be held not fewer than thirty days and not more
than sixty days after the primary. If the vacancy occurs prior to a general election and there is insuf-
ficient time to order the election to be held at the general election, the judge shall order the election to
be held not fewer than 45 days and not more than 60 after the general election. The local electoral
board shall determine and announce within three business days after the date of the writ the can-
didate filing deadline for the special election. The remaining members of the board shall not make a
temporary appointment to fill the vacancy. However, if the vacancy occurs within the 180 days before
the expiration of the term of office, there shall be no special election, and the remaining members of
the board shall fill the vacancy by appointment pursuant to § 24.2-228 within thirty days of the occur-
rence of the vacancy and after holding a public hearing on the appointment. The appointment shall be
for the duration of the unexpired term.

Code 1950, § 15-273; 1952, c. 346; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-589; 1966, c. 463; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 65;
1982, c. 139; 1983, c. 350; 1997, c. 587; 1999, c. 718; 2007, c. 268.

§ 15.2-503. Referendum on election of the county chairman from the county at large; powers and
duties of chairman.

A. The board of any county in which members of the board are elected from districts, may by res-
olution petition the circuit court for the county for a referendum on the question of whether there should
be a chairman of the board elected at large, or the like referendum may be requested by a petition to
the circuit court signed by at least ten percent of the voters of the county. Upon the filing of the petition,
which shall be filed not less than ninety days before the general election, the circuit court shall order
the election officials at the next general election held in the county to open the polls and take the
sense of the voters therein on that question. Notice of the referendum shall be published once a week
for three consecutive weeks prior to the referendum in a newspaper having general circulation in the
county, and shall be posted at the door of the county courthouse. The ballot shall be printed as fol-
lows:

"Shall the chairman of the county board of supervisors, to be known as the county chairman, be elec-
ted by the voters of the county at large?

[]Yes
[] NOII
The election shall be held and the results certified as provided in § 24.2-684.

B. If a majority of the qualified voters voting in such referendum vote in favor of the election of a county
chairman of the board from the county at large, beginning at the next general election for the board,
the county chairman shall be elected for a term of the same length and commencing at the same time
as that of other members of the board. No person may be a candidate for county chairman at the same
time he is a candidate for membership on the board from any district of the county.
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C. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 15.2-502, the board thereafter shall consist of one member elec-
ted from each district of the county and a county chairman elected by the voters of the county at large.
The county chairman shall be the chairman of the board and preside at its meetings. The chairman
shall represent the county at official functions and ceremonial events. The chairman shall have all vot-
ing and other rights, privileges, and duties of other board members and such other, not in conflict with
this article, as the board may prescribe. At the first meeting at the beginning of its term and any time
thereafter when necessary, the board shall elect a vice-chairman from its membership, who shall per-
form the duties of the chairman in his absence.

1986, c. 203, § 15.1-589.3; 1997, c. 587.

Article 2 - GENERAL POWERS; COUNTY EXECUTIVE FORM

§ 15.2-504. General powers of board.

The board shall be the policy-determining body of the county and shall be vested with all rights and
powers conferred on boards of supervisors by general law, consistent with the form of county organ-
ization and government provided in this chapter.

Code 1950, § 15-274; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-590; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-504.1. Lighting level regulation.

The board of any county with a population of less than 100,000 operating under a county executive
form of government may provide by ordinance for the regulation of exterior illumination levels of build-
ings and property.

1996, c. 567, § 15.1-687.23; 1997, cc. 194, 587.

§ 15.2-505. Appointment by certain localities of members of certain boards, authorities and com-
missions.

The governing body of a county having the county executive form of government that is adjacent to a
county having the urban county executive form of government may establish different terms of office
for initial and subsequent appointments for those boards, authorities and commissions for which itis
given the authority to appoint members, excluding authorities empowered to issue certificates of
indebtedness.

The different terms of office for such boards, authorities and commissions shall be for fixed terms, and
such different terms of office may include, but are not limited to, terms of either two or four years and
terms that extend until July 1 of the year following the year in which there is a regular election
provided by general law for the election of supervisors. If the board establishes different terms of office
pursuant to this section, the new terms shall affect future appointments to such offices and shall not
affect the existing terms of any commissioner or member then serving in office. This section shall not
affect the removal of any member of a board, authority or commission for incompetency, neglect of
duty or misuse of office pursuant to provisions of general law.

1989, c. 180, § 15.1-590.1; 1997, c. 587.
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§ 15.2-506. Investigation of county officers.

The board may inquire into the official conduct of any office or officer under its control, and investigate
the accounts, receipts, disbursements and expenses of any county or district officer. For these pur-
poses it may subpoena witnesses, administer oaths and require the production of books, papers and
other evidence. Any witness who fails or refuses to obey an order of the board, shall be guilty of a mis-
demeanor.

Code 1950, § 15-275; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-592; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-507. Organization of departments.

The board shall, as soon as its members are elected and take office, provide for the performance of all
the governmental functions of the county and to that end shall provide for and set up all necessary
departments of government, consistent with this chapter and general law.

Code 1950, § 15-276; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-593; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-508. Designation of officers to perform certain duties.

Whenever it is not designated herein what officer or employee of the county shall exercise any power
or perform any duty conferred upon or required of the county, or any officer thereof, by general law,
then any such power shall be exercised or duty performed by that officer or employee of the county so
designated by ordinance or resolution of the board.

Code 1950, § 15-277; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-594; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-509. County executive appointed by board.

The board shall appoint a county executive and fix his compensation. He shall devote his full time to
the work of the county. He shall be appointed with regard to merit only, and need not be a resident of
the county at the time of his appointment. No board member shall, during the time for which he has
been elected, be chosen county executive, nor shall such powers be given to a person who at the
same time is filling an elective office. The head of one of the departments of county government may,
however, also be appointed county executive.

Code 1950, § 15-278; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-595; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-510. Tenure of office; removal.

The county executive shall not be appointed for a definite tenure, but may be removed at the pleasure
of the board. If the board determines to remove the county executive, he shall be given, if he so
demands, a written statement of the reasons alleged for the proposed removal and the right to a hear-
ing thereon at a public meeting of the board prior to the date on which his final removal takes effect.
Pending and during such hearing, the board may suspend him from office, provided that the period of
suspension be limited to thirty days. The action of the board in suspending or removing the county
executive is not subject to review.

Code 1950, § 15-279; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-596; 1997, c. 587.
§ 15.2-511. Disability of executive.



In case of the absence or disability of the county executive, the board may designate some respons-
ible person to perform the duties of the office who meets the criteria of § 15.2-509.

Code 1950, § 15-280; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-597; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-512. Appointment of officers and employees; recommendations by county executive; dis-
cussions with board.

The board shall appoint, upon the recommendation of the county executive, all officers and employ-
ees in the administrative service of the county except as otherwise provided in § 15.2-535 and except
as the board may authorize the head of a department or office to appoint subordinates in such depart-
ment or office. However, in appointing the county school board no recommendation by the county
executive shall be required. All appointments shall be based on the ability, training and experience of
the appointees which are relevant to the work which they are to perform.

The county executive shall have the right to take part in all discussions and to present his views on all
matters coming before the board. The attorney for the Commonwealth, the sheriff and the directors or
heads of the departments shall be entitled to present their views on matters relating to their respective
departments.

Code 1950, § 15-281; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-598; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-513. Term, removal and disability of officers and employees.
All appointments of officers and employees shall be without definite term, unless for temporary service
not to exceed sixty days.

Any officer or employee of the county appointed pursuant to § 15.2-512 may be suspended or
removed from office or employment either by the board of county supervisors or the officer by whom he
was appointed or employed. In case of the absence or disability of any officer, except the county clerk,
the attorney for the Commonwealth, and the sheriff, which offices shall be filled as provided by general
law, the board of county supervisors or other appointing power may designate some responsible per-
son to perform the duties of the office.

Code 1950, § 15-282; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-599; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-514. Compensation of officers and employees.

The board shall, subject to the limitations of general law, establish a schedule of compensation for
officers and employees which provides uniform compensation for like service and shall fix the com-
pensation of all officers and employees of the county, except as it may authorize the head of a depart-
ment or office to fix the compensation of subordinates and employees in such department or office.
The board may authorize the county executive to establish terms and conditions of employment for
department heads and other specified employees who report directly to the county executive.

Code 1950, §§ 15-283, 15-299; 1962, c. 623, §§ 15.1-600, 15.1-616; 1995, c. 174; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-515. Restrictions on activities of former officers and employees.
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In any county with a population of at least 100,000, the board, by ordinance, may prohibit former
officers and employees, for one year after their terms of office have ended or employment ceased,
from providing personal and substantial assistance for remuneration of any kind to any party, in con-
nection with any proceeding, application, case, contract, or other particular matter involving the county
or an agency thereof, if that matter is one in which the former officer or employee participated per-
sonally and substantially as a county officer or employee through decision, approval, or recom-
mendation.

The term "officer or employee," as used in this section, includes members of the board of county super-
visors, county officers and employees, and individuals who receive monetary compensation for ser-
vice on or employment by agencies, boards, authorities, sanitary districts, commissions, committees,
and task forces appointed by the board of county supervisors.

1990, cc. 38, 254, § 15.1-600.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-516. Duties of county executive.

The county executive shall be the administrative head of the county. He shall attend all meetings of
the board and recommend such action as he deems expedient. He shall be responsible to the board
for the proper administration of the affairs of the county which the board has authority to control.

He shall also:

1. Make monthly reports to the board on matters of administration, and keep the board fully advised as
to the county's financial condition.

2. Submit to the board a proposed annual budget, with his recommendations, and execute the budget
as finally adopted.

3. Execute and enforce all board resolutions and orders and see that all laws of the Commonwealth
required to be enforced through the board or some other county officer subject to the control of the
board are faithfully executed.

4. Examine regularly the books and papers of every officer and department of the county and report to
the board on their condition.

5. Perform such other duties as may be required of him by the board, and as may be otherwise
required of him by law.

Code 1950, § 15-285; 1960, c. 513; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-602; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-517. Executive may also be department head.

The county executive may, if the board requires, act as the director or head of any department or
departments, the directors or heads of which are appointed by the board, providing he is otherwise eli-
gible to head such department or departments.

Code 1950, § 15-286; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-603; 1997, c. 587.



Article 3 - DEPARTMENTS; COUNTY EXECUTIVE FORM

§ 15.2-518. Departments of the county.
The activities or functions of the county shall, with the exceptions herein provided, be distributed
among the following general divisions or departments:

1. Department of finance.

2. Department of social services.
3. Department of law enforcement.
4. Department of education.

5. Department of records.

6. Department of health.

The board may establish any of the following additional departments, and such other departments as
it deems necessary to the proper conduct of the business of the county:

1. Department of assessments.
2. Department of public works.

Any activity which is unassigned by this form of county organization and government shall, upon
recommendation of the county executive, be assigned by the board to the appropriate department.
The board may further, upon recommendation of the county executive, reassign, transfer, rename or
combine any county functions, activities or departments.

Code 1950, § 15-287; 1952, c. 168; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-604; 1972, c. 653; 1976, c. 194; 1997, c. 587;
2002, c. 747.

§ 15.2-519. Department of finance; director; general duties.

The director of finance shall be the head of the department of finance and, as such, have charge of: (i)
the administration of the financial affairs of the county, including the budget; (ii) the assessment of
property for taxation; (iii) the collection of taxes, license fees and other revenues; (iv) the custody of all
public funds belonging to or handled by the county; (v) the supervision of the expenditures of the
county and its subdivisions; (vi) the disbursement of county funds; (vii) the purchase, storage and dis-
tribution of all supplies, materials, equipment and contractual services needed by any department,
office or other using agency of the county unless some other officer or employee is designated for this
purpose; (viii) the keeping and supervision of all accounts; and (ix) such other duties as the board
requires.

Code 1950, § 15-288; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 69; 1962, cc. 399, 623, § 15.1-605; 1982, c. 647; 1984, c.
485; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-520. Department of Finance; expenditures and accounts.
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No money shall be drawn from the treasury of the county, nor shall any obligation for the expenditure
of money be incurred, except pursuant to appropriation resolutions. Funds appropriated for multiyear
capital projects and outstanding grants, however, may be carried over from year to year without being
reappropriated. Accounts shall be kept for each item of appropriation made by the board. Each such
account shall show in detail the appropriations made thereto, the amount drawn thereon, the unpaid
obligation charged against it, and the unencumbered balance in the appropriation account, properly
chargeable, sufficient to meet the obligation entailed by contract, agreement, or order.

Code 1950, § 15-288; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 69; 1962, cc. 399, 623, § 15.1-605; 1982, c. 647; 1984, c.
485; 1997, c. 587; 2021, c. 8; 2021, Sp. Sess. |, c. 155.

§ 15.2-521. Same; powers of commissioners of revenue; real estate reassessments.

A. The director of finance shall exercise all the powers conferred and perform all the duties imposed
by general law upon commissioners of the revenue, not inconsistent herewith, and shall be subject to
the obligations and penalties imposed by general law.

B. The director of finance shall make every general reassessment of real estate in the county, unless
some other person is designated for this purpose by the board in accordance with § 15.2-512 or
unless the board creates a separate department of assessments in accordance with § 15.2-518. The
assessing officer shall collect and maintain data and devise methods and procedures to be followed
in each general reassessment that will make for uniformity in assessments throughout the county.

Code 1950, § 15-288; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 69; 1962, cc. 399, 623, § 15.1-605; 1982, c. 647; 1984, c.
485; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-522. Same; powers of county treasurer; deposit of moneys.

The director of finance shall also exercise the powers conferred and perform the duties imposed by
general law upon county treasurers, and shall be subject to the obligations and penalties imposed by
general law. All moneys received by any county officer or employee for or in connection with county
business shall be paid promptly into the hands of the director of finance. All such money shall be
promptly deposited by the director of finance to the credit of the county in such banks or trust com-
panies as the board selects. No money shall be disbursed or paid out by the county except upon
checks signed by the chairman of the board, or such other person the board designates, and coun-
tersigned by the director of the department of finance.

The board may designate one or more banks or trust companies as a receiving or collecting agency
under the direction of the department of finance. All funds so collected or received shall be deposited
to the credit of the county in such banks or trust companies as the board selects.

Every bank or trust company serving as a depository or as a receiving or collecting agency for county
funds shall be required by the board to give adequate security therefor and to meet such interest
requirements as the board may by ordinance or resolution establish. All interest on money so depos-
ited shall accrue to the county's benefit.
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Code 1950, § 15-288; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 69; 1962, cc. 399, 623, § 15.1-605; 1982, c. 647; 1984, c.
485; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-523. Same; claims against counties; accounts.

The director of finance shall (i) audit all claims against the county for goods or services; (ii) ascertain
that such claims are in accordance with the purchase orders or contracts of employment from which
the claims arise; (iii) draw all checks in settlement of such claims; (iv) keep a record of the revenues
and expenditures of the county; (v) keep such accounts and records of the affairs of the county as pre-
scribed by the Auditor of Public Accounts; and (vi) prepare and submit to the board statements show-
ing the progress and status of the county's affairs in such form and at such time as agreed upon by the
Auditor of Public Accounts and the board.

Code 1950, § 15-288; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 69; 1962, cc. 399, 623, § 15.1-605; 1982, c. 647; 1984, c.
485; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-524. Same; director as purchasing agent.

The director of finance shall act as purchasing agent for the county, unless the board designates
another officer or employee for such purpose. The director of finance or the person designated as pur-
chasing agent shall make all purchases, subject to such exceptions as the board allows. He may trans-
fer supplies, materials and equipment between departments and offices; sell any surplus supplies,
materials or equipment; and make such other sales as the board authorizes. He may, with the board's
approval, establish specifications or standards for all supplies, materials and equipment to be pur-
chased for the county and to inspect all deliveries to determine their compliance with such spe-
cifications and standards.

All purchases shall be made in accordance with Chapter 43 (§ 2.2-4300 et seq.) of Title 2.2 and under
such rules and regulations consistent with Chapter 43 of Title 2.2 as the board may by ordinance or
resolution establish. He shall not furnish any supplies, materials, equipment or contractual services to
any department or office except upon receipt of a properly approved requisition and unless there is an
unencumbered appropriation balance sufficient to pay for the supplies, materials, equipment or con-
tractual services.

Except as provided by the board, before making any sale he shall invite competitive bids under such
rules and regulations as the board may by ordinance or resolution establish.

Code 1950, § 15-288; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 69; 1962, cc. 399, 623, § 15.1-605; 1982, c. 647; 1984, c.
485; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-525. Same; obligations of chief assessing officer.
The chief assessing officer shall be subject to the obligations and penalties imposed by general law
upon commissioners of the revenue.

Code 1950, § 15-288; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 69; 1962, cc. 399, 623, § 15.1-605; 1982, c. 647; 1984, c.
485; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-526. Department of public works.
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If the department of public works is established, the director of the department shall be a person who
has training and experience in the management of the construction and maintenance of public pro-
jects. He shall exercise the powers conferred and perform the duties imposed by general law upon the
county road engineer and in addition shall perform such other duties as may be imposed upon him by
the board. He shall also have charge of the maintenance, construction and reconstruction of county
roads and bridges, unless the maintenance, construction and reconstruction of such county roads and
bridges have been assumed by the Commonwealth.

Code 1950, § 15-289; 1952, c. 168; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-606; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-527. Department of social services.

The local director of social services shall be head of the department of social services, and shall be
chosen from a list of eligibles furnished by the Commissioner of Social Services. He shall have
charge of poor relief and charitable institutions; may, at the discretion of the board, have charge of
parks and playgrounds; shall exercise the powers conferred and perform the duties imposed by gen-
eral law upon the local board of social services, not inconsistent herewith; and shall perform such
other duties the board imposes upon him.

A local board of social services shall be appointed pursuant to the provisions of § 63.2-303.

Code 1950, § 15-290; 1952, c. 436; 1960, c. 513; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-607; 1964, c. 497; 1997, c. 587;
2002, c. 747.

§ 15.2-528. Department of law enforcement.

The department of law enforcement shall consist of such police as may be appointed pursuantto §
15.2-512, and police officers appointed by the board, pursuant to such section, including the chief of
the department. All so appointed shall be conservators of the peace in the county. The county exec-
utive shall have supervision and control of the county police force.

The department of law enforcement, attorney for the Commonwealth, and sheriff shall be charged with
the enforcement of all criminal laws throughout the county. The authority of the county police, upon the
consent of the governing body of the incorporated town, shall be concurrent with that of any law-
enforcement officers appointed by the governing body of any incorporated town located within the
county for purposes of enforcing the laws of the Commonwealth.

Code 1950, § 15-291; 1952, c. 413; 1958, c. 112; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-608; 1972, c. 360; 1977, c. 584;
1984, c. 722; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-529. Appointment of county attorney.
The board may appoint a county attorney pursuantto § 15.2-1542, who shall serve at a salary as fixed
by the board and who shall be accountable to the board.

Code 1950, § 15-291; 1952, c. 413; 1958, c. 112; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-608; 1972, c. 360; 1977, c. 584;
1984, c. 722; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-530. Powers and duties of sheriff.
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The sheriff shall exercise the powers conferred and perform the duties imposed upon sheriffs by gen-
eral law. He shall have the custody of, and be charged with the duty of feeding and caring for, all pris-
oners confined in the county jail. He shall perform such other duties the board imposes upon him.

Code 1950, § 15-291; 1952, c. 413; 1958, c. 112; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-608; 1972, c. 360; 1977, c. 584;
1984, c. 722; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-531. Department of education.

The department of education shall consist of the county school board, the division superintendent of
schools and the officers and employees thereof. Except as herein otherwise provided, the county
school board and the division superintendent of schools shall exercise the powers conferred and per-
form the duties imposed upon them by general law. The county school board shall be composed of
not less than three nor more than seven members, who shall be chosen by the board of county super-
visors. The exact number of members shall be determined by the board.

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, the county school board in a county which is
contiguous to a county having the urban county executive form of government shall consist of the
same number of members as there are supervisors' election districts for the county, one member to be
appointed from each of the districts by the board of county supervisors.

The board may also appoint a county resident to cast the deciding vote in case of a tie vote of the
school board as provided in § 22.1-75. Any tie breaker shall be appointed for a four-year term whether
appointed to fill a vacancy caused by expiration of a term or otherwise.

The chairman of the county school board, for the purpose of appearing before the board of county
supervisors, shall be considered head of this department, unless the school board designates some
other person in the department for such purpose.

Code 1950, § 15-292; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-609; 1980, c. 559; 1981, c. 246; 1988, cc. 102, 449; 1997,
c. 587.

§ 15.2-532. Terms of school boards.

The members of the county school board shall be appointed or reappointed, as the case may be, for
terms of four years each, except that initial appointments hereunder may be for terms of one to four
years, respectively, so as to provide staggered terms for such members.

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, the terms of office of the school board mem-
bers in a county which is contiguous to a county having the urban county executive form of gov-
ernment shall begin on July 1 of the year in which the board of supervisors takes office following the
next general election for supervisors. However, all other applicable provisions of Titles 22.1 and 15.2
pertaining to the powers and duties of school boards and their appointments shall continue to apply to
the members of such school board.

1966, c. 624, § 15.1-609.1; 1980, c. 559; 1986, c. 626; 1997, c. 587.
§ 15.2-533. Elected school boards.
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Notwithstanding any contrary provisions of §§ 15.2-531 and 15.2-532, a county which has an elected

school board shall comply with the applicable provisions of Article 7 (§ 22.1-57.1 et seq.) of Title 22.1.
1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-534. Department of health.

The department of health shall consist of the health director, who shall be appointed as provided in
the applicable provisions of Article 5 (§ 32.1-30 et seq.) of Chapter 1 of Title 32.1 and who shall be
head thereof, and the other officers and employees of such department. The head of the department
shall exercise the powers conferred and shall perform the duties imposed upon the local health dir-
ector by general law, not inconsistent herewith. He shall also perform such other duties as may be
imposed upon him by the board or, if the health department is operated under contract with the State
Board of Health, as specified in such contract.

If the board of county supervisors appoints a local board of health as provided in § 32.1-32, it shall con-
sist of two qualified citizens of the county, who shall serve without pay, and the county health director.
Such board may adopt necessary rules and regulations, not in conflict with law, concerning the depart-
ment. The board of health may at any time be abolished by the board of county supervisors.

Code 1950, § 15-294; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-611; 1979, c. 719; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-535. Department of assessments.

The department of assessments, if and when established, shall be headed by a commissioner of the
revenue or a supervisor of assessments, who shall exercise the powers conferred and perform the
duties imposed by § 15.2-521 upon the director of finance.

In addition to the powers and duties hereinabove conferred, the governing body of any county which
has provided for a department of assessments headed by a supervisor of assessments may, in lieu of
the method now prescribed by law, provide for the annual assessment and equalization of assess-
ments of real estate by such department. All real estate shall thereafter be assessed as of January 1 of
each year. The provisions of this section shall not, however, apply to any real estate assessable under
the law by the State Corporation Commission.

Code 1950, § 15-295; 1952, c. 500; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-612; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-536. Selection of clerk, attorney and sheriff.
The county clerk, the attorney for the Commonwealth and the sheriff shall be selected in the manner
and for the terms, and vacancies in such offices shall be filled, as provided by general law.

Code 1950, § 15-297; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-614; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-537. Officers not affected by adoption of plan.
The following officers shall not, except as herein otherwise provided, be affected by the adoption of
the county executive form:

1. Jury commissioners;

2. County electoral boards;
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3. Registrars;
4. Judges and clerks of elections; and
5. Magistrates.

Code 1950, § 15-338; 1950, p. 974; 1952, c. 37; 1962, cc. 596, 623, § 15.1-662; 1973, c. 545; 1997, c.
587.

§ 15.2-538. Examination and audit of accounts and books.

The board shall require an annual audit of the books of every county officer who handles public funds
to be made by an accountant who is not a regular officer or employee of the county and who is thor-
oughly qualified by training and experience. An audit made by the Auditor of Public Accounts, under
the provisions of law, may be considered as having satisfied the requirements of this paragraph.

The board may at any time order an examination or audit of the accounts of any officer or department
of the county government. Upon the death, resignation, removal or expiration of the terms of any
county officer, the director of finance shall cause an audit and investigation of the accounts of such
officer to be made and shall report the results to the county executive and to the board. In case of the
death, resignation or removal of the director of finance, the board shall cause an audit to be made of
his accounts. If, as a result of any such audit, an officer is found indebted to the county, the board shall
proceed forthwith to collect such indebtedness.

Code 1950, § 15-298; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-615; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-539. Submission of budget by executive; hearings; notice; adoption.

Each year at least two weeks before the board must prepare its proposed annual budget, the county
executive shall prepare and submit to the board a budget presenting a financial plan for conducting
the county's affairs for the ensuing year. The budget shall be set up in the manner prescribed by gen-
eral law. Hearings thereon shall be held and notice thereof given and the budget adopted in accord-
ance with general law.

Code 1950, § 15-300; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-617; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-540. Officers and employees to receive regular compensation; fee system abolished; col-
lection and disposition of fees.

All county officers and employees shall be paid regular compensation and the fee system as a method
of compensation in the county shall be abolished, except for those officers not affected by the adoption
of this form of county organization and government. All such officers and employees shall, however,
continue to collect all fees and charges provided for by general law, shall keep a record thereof, and
shall promptly transmit all such fees and charges collected to the director of finance, who shall
promptly provide receipt therefor. Such officers shall also keep such other records as are required by §
17.1-283. All fees and commissions, which, but for this section, would be paid to such officers by the
Commonwealth for services rendered shall be paid into the county treasury.
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Any excess of the fees collected by each of the officers mentioned in § 17.1-283 or collected by any-
one exercising the powers of and performing the duties of any such officer, over (i) the allowance to
which such officer would be entitled by general law but for the provisions of this section and (ii)
expenses in such amount as allowed by the Compensation Board, shall be paid one third into the
state treasury and two thirds to the county.

Any county officer or employee who fails or refuses to collect any fee which is collectible and should
be collected under the provisions of this section, or who fails or refuses to pay any fee so collected to
the county as herein provided, shall upon conviction be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.

Code 1950, § 15-302; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-619; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-541. Bonds of officers.

The county executive shall give bond in the amount of not less than $5,000. The director of finance
shall give bond in the amount of not less than fifteen percent of the amount of money to be received by
him annually. If the county executive serves also as director of finance, he shall give bond in the full
amounts indicated above. The board may fix bonds in excess of these amounts and require bonds of
other county officers in their discretion, conditioned on the faithful discharge of their duties and the
proper account for all funds coming into their possession.

Code 1950, § 15-304; 1952, c. 242; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-621; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-542. Employee benefits; residence in county.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the county board, in order to ensure its competitiveness as
an employer, may by ordinance provide for the use of funds, other than state funds, to provide grants,
loans, and other assistance for county and school board employees, as well as employees of local
constitutional officers, to purchase or rent residences, for use as the employee's principal residence,
within the county.

2007, cc. 288, 582.
Chapter 6 - COUNTY MANAGER FORM OF GOVERNMENT
Article 1 - ADOPTION OF COUNTY MANAGER FORM

§ 15.2-600. Designation of form; applicability of chapter.

The form of county organization and government provided for in this chapter shall be known and des-
ignated as the county manager form. The provisions of this chapter shall apply only to counties which
have adopted the county manager form.

Code 1950, § 15-305; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-622; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-601. Adoption of county manager form.
Any county may adopt the county manager form of government in accordance with the provisions of
Chapter 3 (§ 15.2-300 et seq.) of this title.

1997, c. 587.
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§ 15.2-602. Powers vested in board of supervisors; election and terms of members; vacancies.

The powers of the county as a body politic and corporate shall be vested in a board of supervisors
("the board"), to consist of not fewer than three nor more than nine members to be elected by the qual-
ified voters of the county at large, or solely by the qualified voters of the respective magisterial or elec-
tion district of which the member is a qualified voter, plus one additional member elected at large,
depending upon the result of the election held upon the questions submitted to the voters pursuant to
§ 15.2-603. There shall be on the board for each magisterial or election district at least one member,
and he shall be a qualified voter of such district, except as hereinabove provided.

The supervisors first elected shall hold office until January 1 following the next regular election
provided by general law for the election of supervisors. At such election their successors shall be elec-
ted for terms of four years each.

Any vacancy on the board shall be filled as provided in § 24.2-228.

Code 1950, § 15-306; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-623; 1966, cc. 255, 531; 1971, Ex. Sess,, c. 65; 1981, c. 91;
1982, c. 32; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-603. Referendum on election of supervisors by districts or at large.

The governing body of any county which has adopted the county manager form of government, as
provided in Chapter 368 of the Acts of 1932, at an election held for that purpose pursuant to the pro-
visions of said chapter, may by resolution petition the circuit court of the county requesting that a ref-
erendum be held on the following questions: (i) Shall the board of supervisors be elected solely by the
qualified voters of each magisterial or election district, or by the qualified voters of the county at large?
(ii) Shall the board have in addition to the members from each magisterial or election district, one mem-
ber from any district elected from and representing the county at large? The court, by order entered of
record in accordance with § 24.2-684, shall require the regular election officials on a day fixed in such
order to open the polls and take the sense of the qualified voters of the county on the questions sub-
mitted as herein provided. The clerk of the circuit court of the county shall cause a notice of such ref-
erendum election to be published once a week for three consecutive weeks in a newspaper published
or having a general circulation in the county and shall post a copy of such notice at the door of the
courthouse of the county. The ballot used shall be printed to read as follows:

Shall the board of supervisors be elected by the qualified voters of each magisterial or election district,
or by the qualified voters of the county at large?

[ 1By the qualified voters of each magisterial or election district.
[1By the qualified voters of the county at large.

Shall the board have in addition to the members for each magisterial or election district, one member
from any district elected from and representing the county at large?

[]Yes
[1No
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The ballots shall be marked in accordance with the provisions of § 24.2-684.

The ballots shall be counted, returns made and canvassed as in other elections, and the result cer-
tified by the electoral board to the circuit court of the county. The circuit court shall enter of record the
fact of which method of election of supervisors has been chosen by a majority of the qualified voters
participating in such referendum election, and an election for members of the board by such method in
that county shall be held at the next regular November election of such officers, and every four years
thereafter.

In any election pursuant to Chapter 3 (§ 15.2-300 et seq.), the questions provided for in this section
shall be submitted to the voters, in addition to the question or questions required by § 15.2-301.

1966, c. 531, § 15.1-623.1; 1975, ¢. 517; 1982, c. 32; 1997, c. 587.

Article 2 - GENERAL POWERS; COUNTY MANAGER FORM

§ 15.2-604. General powers of board.

The board of supervisors shall be the policy-determining body of the county and shall be vested with
all rights and powers conferred on boards of supervisors by general law, consistent with the form of
county organization and government herein provided.

Code 1950, § 15-307; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-625; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-605. Prohibiting misdemeanors and providing penalties.

The board may prohibit any act defined as a misdemeanor and prohibited by the laws of this Com-
monwealth and provide a penalty for violations, to the end that the board may parallel by ordinance
the criminal laws of this Commonwealth.

Code 1950, § 15-307.1; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-626; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-606. Investigation of county officers.

The board may inquire into the official conduct of any office or officer under its control, and investigate
the accounts, receipts, disbursements and expenses of any county or district officer. For these pur-
poses it may subpoena witnesses, administer oaths and require the production of books, papers and
other evidence. Any witness who fails or refuses to obey any such lawful order of the board shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.

Code 1950, § 15-308; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-627; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-607. Organization of departments.

The board shall, as soon as its members are elected and take office, provide for the performance of all
the governmental functions of the county and to that end shall provide for and set up all necessary
departments of government, consistent with the provisions of the form of county organization and gov-
ernment herein provided.

Code 1950, § 15-309; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-628; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-608. Designation of officers to perform certain duties.
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Whenever it is not designated herein what officer or employee of the county shall exercise any power
or perform any duty conferred upon or required of the county, or any officer thereof, by general law,
then any such power shall be exercised or duty performed by that officer or employee of the county so
designated by the board.

Code 1950, § 15-310; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-629; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-609. Appointment of county manager.

The board shall appoint a county manager and fix his compensation. He shall be the administrative
head of the county government and shall devote his full time to the work of the county. He shall be
appointed with regard to merit only, and need not be a resident of the county at the time of his appoint-
ment. No member of the board shall, during the time for which he has been elected, be appointed
county manager, nor shall the managerial powers be given to a person who at the same time is filling
an elective office.

Code 1950, § 15-311; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-631; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-610. Tenure of office; removal.

The county manager shall not be appointed for a definite tenure, but may be removed at the pleasure
of the board. If the board determines to remove the county manager, he shall be given, if he so
demands, a written statement of the reasons alleged for the proposed removal and the right to a hear-
ing thereon at a public meeting of the board prior to the date on which his final removal takes effect.
Pending and during such hearing, the board may suspend him from the office, provided that the period
of suspension is limited to thirty days. The board's action in suspending or removing the county man-
ager shall not be subject to review.

Code 1950, § 15-312; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-632; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-611. Disability of county manager.
In case of the absence or disability of the manager, the board may designate some responsible per-
son to perform the duties of the office.

Code 1950, § 15-313; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-633; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-612. Manager responsible for administration of affairs of county; appointment of officers and
employees.

The county manager shall be responsible to the board for the proper administration of all the affairs of
the county which the board has authority to control. To that end he shall appoint all officers and
employees in the county's administrative service, except as otherwise provided in this form of county
organization and government, and except as he authorizes the head of a department or office respons-
ible to him to appoint subordinates in such department or office. All appointments shall be based on
the ability, training and experience of the appointees which are relevant to the work which they are to
perform.

Code 1950, § 15-314; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-634; 1997, c. 587.



§ 15.2-613. Term of office and removal of such appointees.

All appointments made pursuant to § 15.2-612 shall be without definite term, unless for temporary ser-
vice not to exceed twelve months. Any officer or employee of the county appointed by the manager, or
upon his authorization, may be laid off, suspended or removed from office or employment either by the
manager or the officer who appointed him.

Code 1950, § 15-315; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-635; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-614. Powers and duties of manager.

As the administrative head of the county government for the board, the manager shall supervise the
collection of all revenues, guard adequately all expenditures, secure proper accounting for all funds,
safeguard the property of the county, exercise general supervision over all county institutions and
agencies, and, with the board's approval, coordinate the various activities of the county and unify the
management of its affairs.

He shall also:

1. Execute and enforce all board resolutions and orders and see that all laws of the Commonwealth
required to be enforced through the board or other county officers subject to the board's control are
faithfully executed.

2. Attend all meetings of the board and recommend such action as he deems expedient.

3. Subject to such limitations as made by general law, fix, with the board's approval, the compensation
of all officers and employees whom he or a subordinate appoints or employs.

4. Submit to the board each year a proposed annual budget, with his recommendations, and execute
the budget as finally adopted.

5. Make regular monthly reports to the board on administrative matters and keep the board fully
advised as to the county's financial condition.

6. Examine regularly the books and papers of every officer and department of the county and report to
the board the condition in which he finds them. He may order an audit of any office at any time.

7. Perform such other duties as the board imposes upon him.
Code 1950, § 15-317; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-637; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-615. Activities for which manager is responsible.
The county manager shall be responsible to the board for the administration of the following activities:

1. The assessment of property for taxation and the preparation of the tax books;
2. The collection of taxes, fees and other revenues of the county;

3. The custody of and accounting for all public funds belonging to the county;

4. The procurement of goods, services, insurance and construction for the county;

5. The care of all county buildings;
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6. The care and custody of all personal property of the county;

7. The construction and maintenance of county roads and bridges;
8. The administration of social service activities;

9. Public health work;

10. Such other activities of the county not specifically assigned to another officer or agency by this
form of county organization and government or by other law.

Code 1950, § 15-318; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-638; 1997, c. 587.
Article 3 - DEPARTMENTS; COUNTY MANAGER FORM

§ 15.2-616. Departments of the county.
The activities or functions of the county shall, with the exceptions herein provided, be distributed
among the following departments:

1. Department of finance.

2. Department of public works.

3. Department of social services.

4. Department of education.

5. Department of public health.

The board may establish any additional departments it deems necessary and appropriate.

In addition, any activity which is unassigned by this form of county organization and government shall,
upon recommendation of the county manager, be assigned by the board to the appropriate depart-
ment. The board may further, upon recommendations of the county manager, reassign, transfer or com-
bine any county functions, activities or departments.

Code 1950, § 15-319; 1956, c. 200; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-639; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-617. Department of finance; director; general duties.

The director of finance shall be the head of the department of finance and as such have charge of (i)
the administration of the county's financial affairs, including the budget; (ii) the assessment of property
for taxation; (iii) the collection of taxes, license fees and other revenues; (iv) the custody of all public
funds belonging to or handled by the county; (v) the supervision of the expenditures of the county and
its subdivisions; (vi) the disbursement of county funds; (vii) the purchase, lease, storage and dis-
tribution of all goods, and the purchase of all services, insurance or construction needed by any depart-
ment, office or other using agency of the county unless some other officer or employee is designated
for this purpose; (viii) the keeping and supervision of all accounts; and (ix) such other duties as the
board may require.



Code 1950, § 15-320; 1954, c. 46; 1956, c. 349; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 69; 1962, cc. 399, 623, § 15.1-640;
1982, c. 647; 1991, c. 16; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-618. Same; expenditures and accounts.

No money shall be drawn from the county treasury, nor shall any obligation for the expenditure of
money be incurred except in pursuance of appropriation resolutions. Accounts shall be kept for each
item of appropriation made by the board. Each such account shall show in detail the appropriations
made thereto, the amount drawn thereon, the unpaid obligations charged against it, and the unen-
cumbered balance in the appropriation account, properly chargeable, sufficient to meet the obligation
entailed by contract, agreement or order.

Code 1950, § 15-320; 1954, c. 46; 1956, c. 349; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 69; 1962, cc. 399, 623, § 15.1-640;
1982, c. 647; 1991, c. 16; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-619. Same; powers of commissioners of revenue; real estate reassessments.

The director of finance shall exercise all the powers conferred and perform all the duties imposed by
general law upon commissioners of the revenue, not inconsistent herewith, and shall be subject to the
obligations and penalties imposed by general law.

Every general reassessment of real estate in the county, unless some other person is designated for
this purpose by the county manager in accordance with § 15.2-612 or unless the board creates a sep-
arate department of assessments in accordance with § 15.2-616, shall be made by the director of fin-
ance; he shall collect and keep in his office data and devise methods and procedures to be followed
in each such general reassessment that will make for uniformity in assessments throughout the
county.

In addition to any other method provided by general law or by this article or to certain classified
counties, the director of finance may provide for the annual assessment and equalization of real estate
and any general reassessment order by the board. The director of finance or his designated agent
shall collect data, provide maps and charts, and devise methods and procedures to be followed for
such assessment that will make for uniformity in assessments throughout the county.

There shall be a reassessment of all real estate at periods not to exceed six years between such reas-
sessments.

All real estate shall be assessed as of January 1 of each year by the director of finance or such other
person designated to make assessment. Such assessment shall provide for the equalization of
assessments of real estate, correction of errors in tax assessment records, addition of erroneously
omitted properties to the tax rolls, and removal of properties acquired by owners not subject to tax-
ation.

The taxes for each year on the real estate assessed shall be extended on the basis of the last assess-
ment made prior to such year.
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This section shall not apply to real estate assessable under the law by the Commonwealth, and the dir-
ector of finance or his designated agent shall not make any real estate assessments during the life of
any general reassessment board.

Any reassessments which change the assessment of real estate shall not be extended for taxation
until forty-five days after a written notice is mailed to the person in whose name such property is to be
assessed at his last known address, setting forth the amount of the prior assessment and the new
assessment.

The board shall establish a continuing board of real estate review and equalization to review all
assessments made under authority of this section and to which all appeals by any person aggrieved
by any real estate assessment shall first apply for relief. The board of real estate review and equal-
ization shall consist of not fewer than three nor more than five members who shall be freeholders in
the county. The appointment, terms of office and compensation of the members of such board shall be
prescribed by the board of supervisors. The board of real estate review and equalization shall have all
the powers conferred upon boards of equalization by general law. All applications for review to such
board shall be made not later than April 1 of the year for which extension of taxes on the assessment
is to be made. Such board shall grant a hearing to any person making application at a regular advert-
ised meeting of the board, shall rule on all applications within sixty days after the date of the hearing,
and shall thereafter promptly certify its action thereon to the director of finance. The equalization board
shall conduct hearings at such times as are convenient, after publishing a notice in a newspaper hav-
ing a general circulation in the county, ten days prior to any such hearing at which any person apply-
ing for review will be heard.

Any person aggrieved by any reassessment or action of the board of real estate review and equal-
ization may apply for relief to the circuit court of the county in the manner provided by general law.

Code 1950, § 15-320; 1954, c. 46; 1956, c. 349; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 69; 1962, cc. 399, 623, § 15.1-640;
1982, c. 647; 1991, c. 16; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-620. Same; powers of county treasurer; deposit of moneys.

The director of finance shall exercise the powers conferred and perform the duties imposed by general
law upon county treasurers, and shall be subject to the obligations and penalties imposed by general
law. All moneys received by any county officer or employee for or in connection with county business
shall be paid promptly into the hands of the director of finance. All such money shall be promptly
deposited by the director of finance to the credit of the county in such banks or trust companies the
board selects. No money shall be disbursed or paid out by the county except upon check signed by
the chairman of the board, or such other person the board designates, and countersigned by the dir-
ector of finance.

The director of finance or his authorized deputies may transfer public funds from one depository to
another by wire. Such officers may also draw any of the county's money by check or by an electronic
fund wire, or by any means deemed appropriate and sound by the director of finance and approved by



the board, drawn upon a warrant issued by the board. If any money is knowingly paid otherwise than
upon the director of finance's check or electronic fund wire or by alternative means specifically
approved by the director of finance and the board, drawn upon such warrant, the payment shall be
invalid against the county.

The board may designate one or more banks or trust companies as a receiving or collecting agency
under the direction of the department of finance. All funds so collected or received shall be deposited
to the credit of the county in such banks or trust companies as the board selects.

Every bank or trust company serving as a depository or as a receiving or collecting agency for county
funds shall be required by the board to give adequate security therefor, and to meet such requirements
as to interest thereon as the board may establish. All interest on money so deposited shall accrue to
the benefit of the county.

Code 1950, § 15-320; 1954, c. 46; 1956, c. 349; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 69; 1962, cc. 399, 623, § 15.1-640;
1982, c. 647; 1991, c. 16; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-621. Same; claims against counties; accounts.

The director of finance shall audit all claims against the county for goods or services. It shall be his
duty (i) to ascertain that such claims are in accordance with the purchase orders or contracts from
which the claims arise; (ii) to draw all checks in settlement of such claims; (iii) to keep a record of the
revenues and expenditures of the county; (iv) to keep such accounts and records of the affairs of the
county as shall be prescribed by the Auditor of Public Accounts; and (v) at the end of each month, to
prepare and submit to the board statements showing the progress and status of the county's affairs in
such form as agreed upon by the Auditor of Public Accounts and the board.

Code 1950, § 15-320; 1954, c. 46; 1956, c. 349; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 69; 1962, cc. 399, 623, § 15.1-640;
1982, c. 647; 1991, c. 16; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-622. Same; director as purchasing agent.

The director of finance shall act as purchasing agent for the county, unless the board designates
another officer or employee for such purpose. The director of finance or the person designated as pur-
chasing agent shall make all purchases, subject to such exceptions as the board allows. He may trans-
fer supplies, materials and equipment between departments and offices; sell, exchange or otherwise
dispose of any surplus supplies, materials or equipment; and make such other sales, exchanges and
dispositions as the board authorizes. He may, with the approval of the board, establish suitable spe-
cifications or standards for all goods, services, insurance and construction to be procured for the
county; inspect all deliveries to determine their compliance with such specifications and standards;
and sell supplies, materials and equipment to volunteer emergency medical services agencies at the
same cost as the cost of such supplies, materials and equipment to the county. He shall have charge
of such storerooms and warehouses of the county as the board provides.

All purchases shall be made in accordance with Chapter 43 (§ 2.2-4300 et seq.) of Title 2.2 and under
such rules and regulations consistent with Chapter 43 of Title 2.2 as the board establishes. He shall
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not furnish any goods, services, insurance or construction to any department or office except upon
receipt of a properly approved requisition and unless there is an unencumbered appropriation balance
sufficient to pay for them.

Code 1950, § 15-320; 1954, c. 46; 1956, c. 349; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 69; 1962, cc. 399, 623, § 15.1-640;
1982, c. 647; 1991, c. 16; 1997, c. 587; 2015, cc. 502, 503.

§ 15.2-623. Same; assistants.
The director may have such deputies or assistants in the performance of his duties as the board
allows.

Code 1950, § 15-320; 1954, c. 46; 1956, c. 349; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 69; 1962, cc. 399, 623, § 15.1-640;
1982, c. 647; 1991, c. 16; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-624. Same; obligations of chief assessing officer.
The chief assessing officer shall be subject to the obligations and penalties imposed by general law
upon commissioners of the revenue.

Code 1950, § 15-320; 1954, c. 46; 1956, c. 349; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 69; 1962, cc. 399, 623, § 15.1-640;
1982, c. 647; 1991, c. 16; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-625. Department of public works.

The county engineer, who shall be head of the department of public works, shall be responsible for
the construction and maintenance of county roads and bridges, county stormwater systems within pub-
lic rights-of-way and public easements and all other public works. He shall exercise the powers con-
ferred and perform the duties imposed by general law upon the county engineer and in addition shall
perform such other duties as the board imposes upon him.

Code 1950, § 15-321; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-641; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-626. Department and board of social services.

The director of social services, who shall be head of the department of social services, shall exercise
the powers conferred and perform the duties imposed by general law upon the county board of social
services, not inconsistent herewith. He shall also perform such other duties as the board of super-
visors imposes upon him.

The county board of social services shall consist of six members; shall have all the powers, duties,
and authority set outin Chapter 3 (§ 63.2-300 et seq.) of Title 63.2 of the Code of Virginia; and shall be
appointed by the board of supervisors, which may fix, within the limits set forth in § 63.2-310, the com-
pensation of the members of such board. At all times one member of the county board of social ser-
vices shall also be a member of the board of supervisors. The board of social services may at any time
be abolished by the board of supervisors.

Code 1950, § 15-322; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-642; 1997, c. 587.
§ 15.2-627. Department of education.
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The department of education shall consist of the county school board, the division superintendent of
schools and the officers and employees thereof. Except as herein otherwise provided, the county
school board and the division superintendent of schools shall exercise all the powers conferred and
perform all the duties imposed upon them by general law. Except for the initial elected board which
shall consist of five members, the county school board shall be composed of not less than three nor
more than nine members; however, there shall be at least one school board member elected from
each of the county's magisterial or election districts. The members shall be elected by popular vote
from election districts coterminous with the election districts for the board of county supervisors. The
exact number of members shall be determined by the board of county supervisors. Elections of school
board members shall be held to coincide with the elections of members of the board of county super-
visors at the regular general election in November. The terms of office for the county school board
members shall be the same as the terms of the members of the board of county supervisors and shall
commence on January 1 following their election.

A vacancy in the office of school board member shall be filled pursuant to §§ 24.2-226 and 24.2-228.

In order to have their names placed on the ballot, all candidates shall be nominated only by petition as
provided by general law pursuant to § 24.2-506.

The county school board may also have a position of tie breaker for the purpose of casting the decid-
ing vote in cases of tie votes of the school board as provided in § 22.1-75. The position of tie breaker,
if any, shall be held by a qualified voter who is a resident of the county and who shall be elected in the
same manner and for the same length of term as the members of the school board and at a general
election at which members of the school board are elected. A vacancy in the position of tie breaker
shall be filled pursuant to §§ 24.2-226 and 24.2-228.

The chairman of the county school board, for the purpose of appearing before the board of county
supervisors, shall be considered head of this department, unless some other person in the department
shall be designated by the school board for such purpose.

Code 1950, § 15-324; 1956, c. 153; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-644; 1980, c. 559; 1981, c. 246; 1982, cc. 32,
75: 1995, c. 8; 1996, c. 873; 1997, c. 587; 2014, c. 772.

§ 15.2-628. Terms of school boards.

Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding sections, in any county which hereafter adopts the
county manager form of organization and government under this chapter, the members of the county
school board then in office shall be appointed or reappointed, as the case may be, for terms of four
years each, except that initial appointments hereunder may be for terms of one to four years, respect-
ively, so as to provide staggered terms for such members.

1966, c. 624, § 15.1-644.1; 1980, c. 559; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-629. Department and board of health.
The department of health shall consist of the county health director, who shall be appointed as
provided in the applicable provisions of Article 5 (§ 32.1-30 et seq.) of Chapter 1 of Title 32.1 and who
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shall be head thereof, and the other officers and employees of such department. The head of the
department shall exercise the powers conferred and shall perform the duties imposed upon the local
health director by general law, not inconsistent herewith. He shall also perform such other duties as
may be imposed upon him by the board or, if the health department is operated under contract with the
State Board of Health, as may be specified in such contract.

If the board appoints a local board of health as provided in § 32.1-32, it shall consist of two qualified cit-
izens of the county, who shall serve without pay, and the county health director. Such board shall

have power to adopt necessary rules and regulations, not in conflict with law, concerning the depart-
ment. The board of health may at any time be abolished by the board of supervisors.

Code 1950, § 15-326; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-646; 1966, c. 304; 1975, c. 575; 1979, c. 719; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-630. Department of assessments.

The department of assessments, if and when established, shall be headed by a commissioner of the
revenue or supervisor of assessments, who shall exercise the powers conferred and perform the
duties imposed by § 15.2-619 upon the director of finance.

Code 1950, § 15-327; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-647; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-631. Department of extension and continuing education.

The department of extension and continuing education, if and when established, shall consist of the
county extension agent, who shall be head of the department, a home economics agent, a 4-H youth
agent and such other extension agents and employees as may be appointed or employed. The county
extension agent and the other extension agents shall be selected from a list of eligibles submitted by
the Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. They shall perform such duties as the board
imposes upon them.

Code 1950, § 15-328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-648; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-632. Department of public safety.

The department of public safety if and when established shall be under the supervision of a director of
public safety appointed by the county manager. Such department shall consist of the following divi-
sions:

1. Division of police, in charge of a chief of police and consisting of such other police officers and per-
sonnel as may be appointed, including an animal protection police officer who shall have all of the
powers of an animal control officer conferred by general law and one or more deputy animal protection
police officers to assist the animal protection police officer in the performance of his duties. In addition,
the animal protection police officer and his deputies shall have all of the powers vested in law-enforce-
ment officers as defined in § 9.1-101, provided they have met the minimum qualifications and have
been certified under §§ 15.2-1705 and 15.2-1706.

2. Division of fire protection, in charge of a fire chief and consisting of such fire fighters, and other per-
sonnel as may be appointed.
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Code 1950, § 15-328.1; 1956, c. 277; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-649; 1977, c. 326; 1997, c. 587; 2010, c.
621.

§ 15.2-633. Office of the county attorney.

The board may create the office of county attorney. The county attorney shall be appointed by the
county manager, and serve at a salary fixed by the board. He shall be accountable to the county man-
ager.

No person shall be appointed a county attorney under the provisions of this section unless at the time
of his appointment he has been admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of Virginia.

1964, c. 312, § 15.1-9.1; 1973, c. 287; 1977, c. 584, 1982, c. 30; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-634. Department of public utilities.

The department of public utilities, if and when established, shall be under the supervision of a director
of public utilities appointed by the county manager. The department shall be in charge of the con-
struction, operation, maintenance and administration of public utilities, owned, operated and con-
trolled by the county or any sanitary district of the county, including but not limited to water systems,
sewer systems, sewage disposal systems, solid waste management, street lights and any other
related functions not assigned to or administered by other departments. If the county has a division of
fire and a fire chief under the provisions of § 15.2-633, then the division of fire shall not be under the
department of public utilities.

Code 1950, § 15-328.2; 1956, c. 200; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-650; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-634.1. Background checks required for certain employees.

As a condition of employment, any county having the county manager form of government shall
require any applicant who is offered or accepts employment, whether full-time or part-time, permanent
or temporary or contractual, at such county's water treatment facility after September 1, 2001, to submit
to fingerprinting and to provide personal descriptive information to be forwarded along with the applic-
ant's fingerprints through the Central Criminal Records Exchange to the Federal Bureau of Invest-
igation for the purpose of obtaining criminal history record information regarding such applicant. Such
applicants shall, if required by ordinance, pay the cost of fingerprinting or a criminal records check or
both.

The Central Criminal Records Exchange, upon receipt of an applicant's record or notification that no
record exists, shall make a report to the county manager or his designee, who must belong to a gov-
ernmental entity. If an applicant is denied employment because of the information appearing in his
criminal history record, the county shall notify the applicant that information obtained from the Central
Criminal Records Exchange contributed to such denial. The information shall not be disseminated
except as provided for in this section.

2003, c. 202.

§ 15.2-635. Selection or appointment of certain officers and heads of departments; filling vacan-
cies.
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The clerk of the circuit court, the attorney for the Commonwealth and the sheriff shall be selected in
the manner and for the terms, and vacancies in such office shall be filled, as provided by general law.

The clerk of the circuit court shall be clerk of the board of supervisors unless the board designates
some other person for this purpose. The clerk of the board shall exercise the powers conferred and
perform the duties imposed upon such officer by general law and shall be subject to the obligations
and penalties imposed by general law. He shall also perform such other duties as the board imposes
upon him.

The directors or heads of all other departments of the county shall be appointed by the county man-
ager. The county manager may, with the board's consent, act as the director or head of one or more
departments of the county, provided he is otherwise eligible to head such department or departments
and, in the case of those officers whose appointments must be approved, his appointment is likewise
approved.

In case of the absence or disability of any officer, other than the attorney for the Commonwealth, the
clerk of the circuit court and the sheriff, which offices shall be filled as prescribed by general law, the
county manager or other appointing power may designate some responsible person to perform the
duties of the office.

Code 1950, § 15-329; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-652; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-636. Examination and audit of books and accounts.

The board shall require an annual audit of the books of every county officer who handles public funds
to be made by an accountant who is not a regular officer or employee of the county and who is qual-
ified by training and experience. An audit made by the Auditor of Public Accounts under the provisions
of law may be considered as having satisfied the requirements of this paragraph.

Either the board or the manager may at any time order an examination or audit of the accounts of any
officer or department of the county government. Upon the death, resignation, removal or expiration of
the term of any county officer, the director of finance shall cause an audit and investigation of the
accounts of such officer to be made and shall report the results to the manager and the board. In case
of the death, resignation or removal of the director of finance, the board shall cause an audit to be
made of his accounts. If as a result of any such audit, an officer is found indebted to the county, the
board shall proceed forthwith to collect such indebtedness.

Code 1950, § 15-330; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-653; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-637. Schedule of compensation.

The board shall establish a schedule of compensation for officers and employees which shall provide
uniform compensation for like service. The compensation prescribed shall be subject to such lim-
itations as made by general law.

Code 1950, § 15-331; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-654; 1997, c. 587.



§ 15.2-638. Submission of annual financial plan by manager; notice and hearings thereon; adoption
of budget.

Each year at least two weeks before the board must prepare its proposed annual budget, the county
manager shall prepare and submit to the board a budget presenting a financial plan for conducting the
county's affairs for the ensuing year. Such budget shall be set up in the manner prescribed by general
law. Hearings shall be held, notice given and the budget adopted in accordance with general law.

Code 1950, § 15-332; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-655; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-639. Compensation; fee system abolished.

All county officers and employees shall be paid regular compensation. The fee system as a method of
compensation in the county shall be abolished, except for officers not affected by the adoption of this
form of county organization and government. All such officers and employees shall, however, continue
to collect all fees and charges provided for by general law, shall keep a record thereof, and shall
promptly transmit all such fees and charges collected to the director of finance, who shall promptly
receipt therefor. Such officers shall also keep such other records as are required by § 17.1-283. All
fees and commissions which, but for the provisions of this section, would be paid to such officers by
the Commonwealth for services rendered shall be paid to the county treasury.

The excess, if any, of the fees collected by each of the officers mentioned in § 17.1-283 or collected by
anyone exercising the powers of and performing the duties of any such officer, over (i) the allowance
to which such officer would be entitled by general law but for the provisions of this section and (ii)
expenses in such amount as allowed by the Compensation Board, shall be paid, one third into the
state treasury and the other two thirds to the county.

Any county officer or employee who fails or refuses to collect any fee which is collectible and should
be collected under the provisions of this section, or who fails or refuses to pay any fee so collected to
the county as herein provided, shall upon conviction be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.

Code 1950, § 15-334; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-657; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-640. Establishing times and conditions of employment, personnel management, etc.
The county may establish and prescribe for all employees of the county the following provisions applic-
able to such employees:

1. Normal workdays and hours of employment therein;

2. Holidays;

3. Days of vacation allowed,;

4. Days of sick leave allowed;

5. Other provisions concerning the hours and conditions of employment;
6. Plans of personnel management and control.

The county may establish, alter, amend or repeal at will any provision adopted under this section.
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Code 1950, § 15-334.1; 1952, c. 246; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-658; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-641. Bonds of officers.

The county manager shall give bond in the amount of not less than $5,000. The director of finance
shall give bond in accordance with general law. If the county manager also serves as director of fin-
ance, he shall give bond in the full amounts indicated above. The board shall have the power to fix
bonds in excess of these amounts and to require bonds of other county officers in their discretion, con-
ditioned on the faithful discharge of their duties and the proper account for all funds coming into their
possession.

Code 1950, § 15-336; 1950, p. 107; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-660; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-642. Officers not affected by adoption of plan.
The following officers shall not, except as herein otherwise provided, be affected by the adoption of
the county manager form:

1. Jury commissioners;

2. County electoral boards;

3. Registrars;

4. Judges and clerks of elections; and
5. Magistrates.

Code 1950, § 15-338; 1950, p. 974; 1952, c. 37; 1962, cc. 596, 623, § 15.1-662; 1973, c. 545; 1997, c.
587.

Chapter 7 - COUNTY MANAGER PLAN OF GOVERNMENT

Article 1 - ADOPTION OF COUNTY MANAGER PLAN

§ 15.2-700. Title of plan; applicability of chapter.

The form of county organization and government provided for in this chapter shall be known and des-
ignated as the county manager plan. The provisions of this chapter shall apply only to counties which
have adopted the county manager plan.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-701. Adoption of county manager plan.
Any county with a population density of at least 500 persons per square mile may adopt the county
manager plan of government in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 3 (§ 15.2-300 et seq.).

1997, c. 587.
Article 2 - GENERAL POWERS; COUNTY MANAGER PLAN

§ 15.2-702. County board; membership, terms, chairman, etc.
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Under the county manager plan all of the legislative powers of the county, however conferred or pos-
sessed by it, shall be vested in a board of five members to be known as the county board ("the
board"). The members of the board shall be elected in the manner hereinafter provided for terms of
four years. The board shall elect one of its members as chairman, who shall preside over its meetings.
The chairman shall be elected by the board annually and any vacancy in the office shall be filled by
the board for the unexpired term. The chairman has the same powers and duties as other members of
the board with a vote but no veto and is the official head of the county. With the exception of those
officers whose election is provided for by popular vote in Article VII, Section 4 of the Constitution of Vir-
ginia, board members shall be the only elective county officials. The board shall be a body corporate
and as such has the right to sue and be sued in the same manner as is how provided by law for
boards of supervisors.

Code 1950, § 15-350; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-674; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-702.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2006, c. 126, cl. 2.

§ 15.2-703. Interference by members of board in appointments and removals of personnel.

Neither the board nor any of its members shall in any manner dictate the appointment or removal of
any county administrative officers or employees who are appointed by the manager or any of his sub-
ordinates. However, the board may express its views and fully and freely discuss with the manager
anything pertaining to appointment and removal of such officers and employees. Except for the pur-
poses of inquiry and investigation, the board and its members shall deal with county officers and
employees who are subject to the direction and supervision of the manager solely through the county
manager, and neither the board nor any member thereof shall give orders either publicly or privately to
any such county officer or employee.

Code 1950, § 15-350.1; 1952, c. 443; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-675; 1982, c. 108; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-704. Appointment of clerk of board; powers and duties; obligations and penalties.

The clerk of the board shall be such qualified person as the board designates. He shall be com-
pensated in an amount set by the board and may employ such deputies and assistants as the board
authorizes. He shall exercise the powers conferred and perform the duties imposed upon such officers
by general law and shall be subject to the obligations and penalties imposed by general law. He shall
also perform such other duties as the board imposes upon him.

Code 1950, § 15-350.2; 1962, c. 19, § 15.1-675.1; 1982, c. 108; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-705. Election of members of board; filling vacancies.

A. In any county operating as of December 1, 1993, under the county manager plan provided for in this
chapter, the members of the board shall be elected and vacancies on the board shall be filled as
provided in this section. The members of the board shall be elected from the county at large.

B. Two board members shall be elected at the November 1995 election to succeed the members
whose terms are expiring, and one member each shall be elected at the 1994, 1996, and 1997
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November elections to succeed the members whose terms respectively are expiring. Thereafter at
each regular November election one or more board members shall be elected to succeed the mem-
bers whose terms expire on or before January 1 next succeeding such election. The members so elec-
ted shall be elected for terms of four years each, shall take office on January 1 next succeeding their
election, and shall hold office until their successors are elected and qualify. The board may provide,
by ordinance, for the nomination or election of candidates by instant runoff voting pursuantto § 15.2-
705.1.

C. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 24.2-226, when any vacancy occurs in the membership of the
board, the judge of the circuit court of the county shall call a special election for the remainder of the
unexpired term to be held not less than 60 days and not more than 80 days thereafter, and the local
electoral board shall determine and announce within three business days after such call the candidate
filing deadline for that special election. However, if any vacancy occurs within 180 days before the
expiration of a term of office, the vacancy shall be filled by appointment by a majority vote of the
remaining members of the board within 30 days of the occurrence of the vacancy after holding a public
hearing on the appointment. The appointment shall be for the duration of the unexpired term.

Code 1950, § 15-351; 1952, c. 591; 1954, c. 151; 1958, c. 207; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-676; 1975, cc.
517, 636; 1993, c. 731; 1997, c. 587; 1998, cc. 345, 369; 2014, c. 573; 2020, c. 713.

§ 15.2-705.1. Instant runoff voting.
A. For purposes of this section:

"Instant runoff voting" means a method of casting and tabulating votes in which (i) voters rank can-
didates in order of preference, (ii) tabulation proceeds in rounds such that in each round either a can-
didate or candidates are elected or the last-place candidate is defeated, (iii) votes for voters' next-
ranked candidates are transferred from elected or defeated candidates, and (iv) tabulation ends when
the number of candidates elected equals the number of offices to be filled. "Instant runoff voting" is
also known as "ranked choice voting."

"Ranking" means the ordinal number assigned on a ballot by a voter to a candidate to express the
voter's preference for that candidate. Ranking number one is the highest ranking, ranking number two
is the next-highest ranking, and so on, consecutively, up to the number of candidates indicated on the
ballot.

B. Elections to nominate candidates for and to elect members to the board of supervisors in a county
operating under the county manager plan may be conducted by instant runoff voting pursuant to this
section.

C. The State Board may promulgate regulations for the proper and efficient administration of elections
determined by instant runoff voting, including (i) procedures for tabulating votes in rounds, (ii) pro-
cedures for determining winners in elections for offices to which only one candidate is being elected
and for offices to which more than one candidate is being elected, and (iii) standards for ballots pur-
suant to § 24.2-613, notwithstanding the provisions of subsection E of that section.
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D. The State Board may administer or prescribe standards for a voter outreach and public information
program for use by any locality conducting instant runoff voting pursuant to this section.

2020, c. 713.

§ 15.2-706. Duties of county manager; compensation; appointment of officers and employees.

The administrative and executive powers of the county, including the power of appointment of all
officers and employees whose appointment or election is not otherwise provided by law, are vested in
the county manager, who shall be appointed by the board at its first meeting or as soon thereafter as
practicable. The county manager need not be a resident of the county or of the Commonwealth. He
shall receive such compensation as shall be fixed by the board. The officers whose election by pop-
ular vote is provided for in Article VII, Section 4 of the Constitution of Virginia, the school board and
the superintendent of schools shall not be subject to appointment but shall be selected in the manner
prescribed by law. The heads of all departments other than those hereinbefore referred to and excep-
ted from the provisions of this section shall be selected by the county board. However, if a majority of
the qualified voters voting in the election required by § 15.2-716 vote in favor thereof, then the heads
of the several county departments, other than those hereinbefore referred to and excepted from the pro-
visions of this section shall be appointed by the county manager.

Code 1950, § 15-352; 1952, c. 198; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-677; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-707. Bonds of county officers and employees.

The county officers shall give such bonds as are now required by general law, except that the bond of
the treasurer shall be in such penalty as the court or judge requires, but not less than fifteen percent of
the amount to be received annually by him. In addition, the board may fix and require bonds in excess
of the amounts so required, and may require bonds of other county officers and employees in the
board's discretion, conditioned on the faithful discharge of their duties and the proper accounting for
all funds coming into their possession.

Code 1950, § 15-352.1; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-678; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-708. Term of office of county manager; salary and performance of duties; acting manager in
case of temporary absence or disability; removal or suspension.

The term of office of the county manager shall expire on June 30 of each year. Except as hereinafter
provided, he shall be notified at least sixty days before the expiration of his term if his services are not
desired for the ensuing twelve-month period. He shall receive such annual salary as the board may
prescribe payable from county funds. He shall devote his full time to the performance of the duties
imposed on him by law, and the performance of such other duties as the board directs.

To perform his duties during his temporary absence or disability the manager may designate by letter
filed with the clerk of the board a qualified administrative officer of the county to be acting manager. If
the manager fails to make such designation, the board may, by resolution, appoint an officer of the
county to perform the duties of the manager until he returns or his disability ceases.
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The board may at any time remove the county manager for neglect of duty, malfeasance or mis-
feasance in office, orincompetency. If a majority of the qualified voters voting in the election required
by § 15.2-301 vote in favor thereof, the county manager shall be appointed for an indefinite period and
be subject to removal by the county board at any time, any other provision of law to the contrary not-
withstanding. If the board determines to remove the county manager, he shall be given, if he so
requests, a written statement of the reasons alleged for the proposed removal and the right of a hear-
ing thereon at a public meeting of the board prior to the date on which his final removal takes effect.
Pending and during such hearing the board may suspend him from office, provided that the period of
suspension be limited to thirty days. The action of the board in suspending or removing the county
manager shall not be subject to review.

Code 1950, § 15-352.2; 1952, c. 198; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-679; 1997, c. 587; 1999, c. 136.

§ 15.2-709. Investigation of county officers or employees.

The board may inquire into the official conduct of any office, officer or employee under its control, and
investigate the accounts, receipts, disbursements and expenses of any such office, officer or
employee. For these purposes it may subpoena county employees as withesses, administer oaths
and require the production of books, papers and other evidence in their control. If any such witness
fails or refuses to obey any such lawful board order, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.

Code 1950, § 15-352.4; 1952, c. 162; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-681; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-709.1. Applicant preemployment information in Arlington County.

Arlington County, having a local ordinance adopted in accordance with § 19.2-389, shall require
applicants for employment with the county to submit to fingerprinting and to provide personal descript-
ive information to be forwarded along with the applicant's fingerprints through the Central Criminal
Records Exchange and the Federal Bureau of Investigation for the purpose of obtaining criminal his-
tory record information regarding such applicant. Such applicants shall, if required by ordinance, pay
the cost of the fingerprinting or criminal records check or both.

The Central Criminal Records Exchange, upon receipt of an applicant's record or notification that no
record exists, shall make a report to the county manager or his designee, who must belong to a gov-
ernmental entity. In determining whether a criminal conviction directly relates to a position, the locality
shall consider the following criteria: (i) the nature and seriousness of the crime; (ii) the relationship of
the crime to the work to be performed in the position applied for; (iii) the extent to which the position
applied for might offer an opportunity to engage in further criminal activity of the same type as thatin
which the person had been involved; (iv) the relationship of the crime to the ability, capacity or fithess
required to perform the duties and discharge the responsibilities of the position being sought; (v) the
extent and nature of the person's past criminal activity; (vi) the age of the person at the time of the com-
mission of the crime; (vii) the amount of time that has elapsed since the person's last involvement in
the commission of a crime; (viii) the conduct and work activity of the person prior to and following the
criminal activity; and (ix) evidence of the person's rehabilitation or rehabilitative effort while incar-
cerated or following release.
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If an applicantis denied employment because of information appearing in his criminal history record,
the county shall notify the applicant that information obtained from the Central Criminal Records
Exchange contributed to such denial. The information shall not be disseminated except as provided
for in this section.

2002, cc. 670, 730; 2003, c. 739.

§ 15.2-709.2. County auditor.

The board may appoint a county auditor for the audit and review of county agencies and county-fun-
ded functions. The county auditor shall have the power to make performance reviews of operations of
county agencies or county-funded programs to ascertain that sums appropriated are expended for the
purposes for which such appropriations were made and to evaluate the effectiveness of those agen-
cies and programs. The county auditor shall make such special studies and reports as the board dir-
ects.

The board may provide staff assistance to the county auditor that may be independent of the admin-
istrative staff of the county. The county auditor and any such staff shall be hired on the basis of merit
and shall be paid in conformity with existing pay scales. The county auditor shall serve at the pleasure
of the board, and if removed, such removal shall not be subject to review by any other employee,
agency, board, or commission of the county or under the grievance procedure adopted pursuantto §
15.2-1506.

2015, c. 282.

§ 15.2-710. Budget; county manager to be executive and administrative officer; financial condition
of county.

In addition to such other duties as are or may be prescribed by law or directed by the board, the county
manager shall each year on or before April 15 prepare and submit to the board a tentative budget for
informative and fiscal planning purposes. The budget shall be prepared in accordance with the pro-
visions of law in effect governing the preparation of the county budget and shall show in detail the
recommendations of the county manager for expenditures on each road and bridge or for other pur-
poses.

The county manager shall be the executive and administrative officer of the county in all matters relat-
ing to the public roads and bridges of the county, and other public work and business in the county,
except public schools. He shall have general supervision and charge of construction and main-
tenance of the public roads, bridges and landings of the county, and of public work and business of
the county, except public schools, and of the purchase of supplies, equipment and materials for the
roads, bridges and landings and other public work and business of the county, and the employment of
all superintendents, foremen and labor therefor. However, the board may, by ordinance, prescribe
rules and regulations for the purchase of all supplies, equipment and materials for the roads, bridges
and landings and other public work and business of the county.
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The county manager shall keep the board advised as to the county's financial condition, and shall peri-
odically, and upon board request, provide a report to the board on the status of expenditures and rev-
enues for the current fiscal year. On or before October 31 of each year, he shall provide a report to the
board at a regular board meeting on expenses and revenue for the preceding year, ending June 30.

Code 1950, § 15-353; 1952, c. 198; 1954, c. 102; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 69; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-682;
1997, c. 587; 2004, cc. 22, 510.

§ 15.2-711. Certification and payment of payrolls.

The board by resolution may require the county manager to certify to the treasurer the payroll of the
regular employees of the county for the successive payroll periods, and vouchers for the payment of
bills for materials and supplies which have been received and for which discounts are allowed. Upon
receipt thereof the treasurer shall pay the same as if they had been approved by the board. No pay-
ment shall be made hereunder when at any meeting of the county board a resolution opposing such
method of payment has been adopted.

Code 1950, § 15-353.1; 1952, ¢. 610; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-683; 1976, c. 175; 1982, c. 108; 1997, c.
587.

§ 15.2-712. Certification and payment of certain vouchers.

The board may by resolution authorize the county manager to sign and issue an order or authorization
to the treasurer for payment of vouchers for materials, supplies and services which have been
received and the treasurer shall pay the same. The provisions of § 15.2-711 shall apply to actions
hereunder.

Code 1950, § 15-353.2; 1954, c. 124; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-684; 1976, c. 175; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-713. Means of transferring funds.

The treasurer or his duly authorized deputies may transfer public funds from one depository to another
by wire. Such officers may also draw any of the county's money by check, by an electronic fund wire or
payment system, or by any means deemed appropriate and sound by the county treasurer and
approved by the governing body, drawn upon a warrant issued by the governing body. If any money is
knowingly paid otherwise than upon the county treasurer's check, electronic fund wire or payment sys-
tem or by alternative means specifically approved by the county treasurer and the governing body,
drawn upon such warrant, the payment shall be invalid against the county.

1978, c. 460, § 15.1-684.1; 1986, c. 293; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-714. Depository for county funds.

The board may designate one or more banks or trust companies as collecting or receiving agencies
for county funds, which funds shall be deposited to the county's credit and be subject to the control of
the county treasurer.

1978, c. 460, § 15.1-684.2; 1997, c. 587.
§ 15.2-715. Abolition of offices and distribution of duties.
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The board, by a majority vote of all the members elected, may abolish any board, commission, or
office of such county except the school board and school superintendent, and the officers elected by
popular vote provided for in Article VII, Section 4 of the Constitution of Virginia, and may delegate and
distribute the duties, authority and powers of the boards, commissions, or offices abolished to the
county manager or to any other officer of the county it may think proper. If any such board, com-
mission, or office is abolished, those to whom the duties thereof are delegated or distributed shall dis-
charge the duties and exercise the powers and authorities of the abolished entity. Both they and the
county for which they were appointed, or by whom they were employed, shall enjoy the immunities
and exemptions from liability or otherwise that were enjoyed by the abolished boards, commissions,
or offices, prior to the adoption of the county manager plan of government, except insofar as such
duties, powers, authority, immunities and exemptions have been or hereafter may be changed accord-
ing to law.

Code 1950, § 15-354; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-685; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 1; 1997, c. 587; 2005, c. 839.

§ 15.2-716. Referendum for establishment of department of real estate assessments; board of
equalization; general reassessments in county where department established.

A referendum may be initiated by a petition signed by 200 or more qualified voters of the county filed
with the circuit court, asking that a referendum be held on the question of whether the county shall
have a department of real estate assessments. The court shall on or before August 1 enter of record
an order requiring the county election officials to open the polls at the regular election to be held in
November of such year on the question stated in such order. If the petition seeks the holding of a spe-
cial election on the question, then the petition hereinabove referred to shall be signed by 1,000 or
more qualified voters of the county and the court shall within fifteen days of the date such petition is
filed enter an order, in accordance with § 24.2-684, requiring the election officials to open the polls on
a date fixed in the order and take the sense of the qualified voters of the county. The clerk of the
county shall cause a notice of such election to be published in a newspaper having general cir-
culation in the county once a week for three successive weeks, and shall post a copy of such notice at
the door of the county courthouse.

If a majority of the voters voting in the referendum vote for the establishment of a department of real
estate assessments, the board shall by ordinance establish such department, provide for the com-
pensation of the department head and employees therein, and decide such other matters in relation to
the powers and duties of the department, the department head and the employees, as the board
deems proper. As used in this section the term "department" refers to the department of real estate
assessments and where proper the department head thereof.

Upon the establishment of the department, the county manager shall select the head thereof and
provide for such employees and assistants as required. Such department shall be vested with the
powers and duties conferred or imposed upon commissioners of the revenue by general law to the
extent that such duties and powers are consistent with this section, in relation to the assessment of
real estate. All real estate shall be assessed at its fair market value as of January 1 of each year by the
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department and taxes for each year on such real estate shall be entered on the land book by the
department in the name of the owner thereof. Whenever any such assessment is increased over the
last assessment made prior to such year, the department shall give written notice to the owner of such
real estate or of any interest therein, by mailing such notice to the last known post-office address of
such owner. However, the validity of such assessment shall not be affected by any failure to receive
such notice.

If a department of real estate assessments is appointed as above provided, a board of equalization of
real estate assessments shall be appointed pursuantto § 15.2-716.1. Any person aggrieved by any
assessment made under the provisions of this section may apply for relief to such board as therein
provided.

When a department of real estate assessments is appointed, the county shall not be required to under-
take general reassessments of real estate every six years, but the governing body of the county may,
but shall not be required to, request the circuit court of such county to order a general reassessment at
such times as the governing body deems proper. Such court shall then enter an order directing a reas-
sessment of real estate in the manner provided by law.

The department of real estate assessments may require that the owners of income-producing real
estate in the county subject to local taxation, except property producing income solely from the rental
of no more than four dwelling units, furnish to the department on or before a time specified by the dir-
ector of the department statements of the income and expenses attributable over a specified period of
time to each such parcel of real estate. If there is a willful failure to furnish statements of income and
expenses in a timely manner to the director, the owner of such parcel of real estate shall be deemed to
have waived his right in any proceeding contesting the assessment to utilize such income and
expenses as evidence of fair market value. Each such statement shall be certified as to its accuracy
by an owner of the real estate for which the statement is furnished, or a duly authorized agent thereof.
Any statement required by this section shall be kept confidential as required by § 58.1-3.

Code 1950, § 15-354.1; 1952, c. 611; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-686; 1973, c. 274; 1975, c. 517; 1978, c.
460; 1979, c. 158; 1983, c. 364; 1997, c. 587; 2010, cc. 154, 199: 2017, c. 435.

§ 15.2-716.1. Board of Equalization.

A. The membership of the board of equalization of real estate assessments shall be composed of an
odd number of not less than three nor more than 11 members, as determined by the governing body of
the county. The circuit court of the county shall appoint a number of members equal to the lowest num-
ber that constitutes a majority of members, and the governing body shall appoint the remainder. In
making appointments, the circuit court shall consider recommendations from interested entities, includ-
ing but not limited to the chamber of commerce for the county, and from other representatives of the
business community. After the initial appointments, vacancies on the board shall be filled by the
appointing authority that appointed the person vacating the position.
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The governing body may provide for terms varying in duration not to exceed four years. Such equal-
ization board shall have the powers and duties provided by, and be subject to, the provisions of Article
14 (§ 58.1-3370 et seq.) of Chapter 32 of Title 58.1. Any person aggrieved by any assessment made
under the provisions of this section may apply for relief to such board as therein provided. The pro-
visions of this section shall not, however, apply to any real estate assessable under the law by the
State Corporation Commission.

B. The board of equalization may sitin panels of at least three members each under the following
terms and conditions:

1. The presence of all members of the panel shall be necessary to constitute a quorum.

2. The chairman of the board of equalization shall assign the members to panels and, insofar as prac-
ticable, rotate the membership of the panels.

3. The chairman of the board of equalization shall preside over any panel of which he is a member
and shall designate the presiding member of the other panels.

4. Each panel shall perform its duties independently of the others.

5. The board of equalization shall sit en banc (i) when there is a dissent in the panel to which the mat-
ter was originally assigned and an aggrieved party requests an en banc hearing or (ii) upon its own
motion at any time, in any matter in which a majority of the board of equalization determines it is appro-
priate to do so. The board of equalization sitting en banc shall consider and decide the matter and

may affirm, reverse, overrule or modify any previous decision by any panel.

2010, cc. 154, 199; 2017, c. 435.

§ 15.2-717. Time in which to contest real property assessments.

Any person aggrieved by an assessment of real estate made by the department of real estate assess-
ments may apply for relief to the circuit court of the county within one year from December 31 of the
year in which such assessment is made for assessments made prior to January 1, 2005; within two
years from December 31 of the year in which such assessment is made for assessments made on and
after January 1, 2005, but prior to January 1, 2007; and within the time frame as provided by general
law pursuant to § 58.1-3984 for assessments made on and after January 1, 2007. No person may
make such application for a year other than the current year unless such person has provided to the
assessor, commissioner of the revenue, or the governing body, written notice of disagreement with the
assessment, during the applicable tax year. The application shall be before the court when itis filed in
the clerk's office. In such proceeding the burden of proof shall be on the taxpayer to show that the prop-
erty in question is valued at more than its fair market value or that the assessment is not uniform in its
application, or that the assessment is otherwise invalid or illegal, but it shall not be necessary for the
taxpayer to show that intentional, systematic and willful discrimination has taken place. The pro-
ceedings shall be conducted as an action at law before the court, sitting without a jury, and the court
shall act with the authority granted by §§ 58.1-3987 and 58.1-3988.

1991, c. 143, § 15.1-686.01; 1997, c. 587; 2003, c. 1036.
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§ 15.2-718. Postponement of payment of certain assessments.

The board may provide for the postponement of the payment of assessments made pursuant to the pro-
visions of Article 2 (§ 15.2-2404 et seq.) of Chapter 24 of this title by any property owner at the election
of the property owner. Full payment of the assessment plus accrued interest shall become due and
payable at the time of the death of the owner or the last surviving joint owner who made such an elec-
tion or at the time the property or any divided partis sold, devised, subdivided, or transferred in any
way. The board may impose interest on the unpaid balance of such assessments at a rate not to
exceed the judgment rate, but at a rate which may be different from that imposed on property owners
making installment payments under § 15.2-2413.

1988, c. 532, § 15.1-686.5; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-719. Immobilization, etc., of certain vehicles.
The board may by ordinance place reasonable limits on the removal or immobilization of trespassing
vehicles.

1988, c. 532, § 15.1-686.6; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-719.1. Naming U.S. Route 29.

Notwithstanding the provisions of § 15.2-2019 or 33.2-213, the board may by ordinance name any sec-
tion of U.S. Route 29 located within the boundaries of the locality. The Department of Transportation
shall place and maintain appropriate signs indicating the name of such highway, and the costs of pro-
ducing, placing, and maintaining these signs shall be paid by the locality.

2021, Sp. Sess. |, c. 261.

§ 15.2-720. Employee salary reduction agreements.

In connection with some or all of its employee benefit programs, the board is authorized to enter into
voluntary salary reduction agreements with its officers and employees when such agreements are
authorized under the laws of the United States relating to federal income taxes. Any such voluntary
salary reduction agreements entered into prior to July 1, 1988, are hereby validated.

1988, c. 532, § 15.1-686.7; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-720.1. Employee benefits; residence in county.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the county board, in order to ensure its competitiveness as
an employer, may by ordinance provide for the use of funds, other than state funds, to provide grants
for county and school board employees, as well as employees of local constitutional officers, to pur-
chase or rent residences, for use as the employee's principal residence, within the county.

2002, c. 330; 2004, cc. 22, 510.

§ 15.2-721. Civil service commission.

The board, in addition to any other powers granted by general or special law may appoint a civil ser-
vice commission ("the commission"), to be composed of five persons who shall receive such com-
pensation as the board prescribes. The initial terms of office of commission members shall be
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staggered so that the terms of no more than two commissioners expire at one time. At the expiration of
the term of each such member, his successor shall be appointed for a term of four years.

The commission, subject to the control of the board, shall establish and operate a classified civil ser-
vice system for any or all classes of county employees, as designated by the board, which system
shall provide for appointment, promotion, demotion, transfer, suspension, reinstatement, retirement
and discharge of such employees. To this end it may establish a personnel administration and pro-
mulgate rules and regulations for the furtherance of the matters herein set out. The commission may
appoint such employees and staff as it deems necessary subject to prior authorization of the board.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the commission may establish its own rules, regulations,
or procedures to govern the conduct of hearings before the commission, including whether to permit
rehearings.

Code 1950, § 15-355; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-687; 1964, c. 64; 1978, c. 460; 1980, c. 79; 1989, c. 622;
1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-722. Personnel studies.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, any questionnaires, audit or interview
notes, scoring keys, scoring sheets or similar documents pertaining to a classification and com-
pensation study for county employees shall not be considered to be public or official records, except
that any employee may inspect and copy any document which the employee has signed or filled out.

1989, c. 622, § 15.1-687.01; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-723. Grievances by police officers.

In any county for which a trial board for police officers is provided by state statute, police officers may
elect the remedy provided by Chapter 5 (§ 9.1-500 et seq.) of Title 9.1 in lieu of appealing to the trial
board, but such election shall bar the right of appeal to the trial board or the right to employ any other
grievance procedure with regard to the matters for which the provisions of such chapter are involved.

1980, c. 79, § 15.1-687.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-724. Choice of powers where sanitary district involved.

Any county which has a sanitary district which includes the entire county, may exercise all of the
powers granted to the sanitary district in the name of the county or in the name of the sanitary district,
or both. If the board elects to exercise any of the powers of the sanitary district, it may expend funds
from unrestricted county revenue sources, or from bonds issued pursuant to the Public Finance Act
(Chapter 25 (§ 15.2-2500 et seq.) of this title), or from restricted use funds, as appropriate to exercise
the powers granted the sanitary district.

1980, c. 79, § 15.1-687.2; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-725. Commission on human rights; subpoena requests.
A. The board may, by ordinance, establish a local commission on human rights which shall have the
following duties:
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1. To promote policies to ensure that all persons be afforded equal opportunity;

2. To serve as an agency for receiving, investigating and assisting in the resolution of complaints from
citizens of the county regarding discriminatory practices and, with the board's approval, to seek,
through appropriate enforcement authorities, prevention of or relief from such practices.

B. The board may by ordinance provide that whenever the commission has reasonable cause to
believe that any person has engaged in or is engaging in a violation of an authorized local human
rights ordinance, and after making a good faith effort to obtain, voluntarily, the attendance of witnesses
necessary to determine whether such violation occurred, the commission is unable to obtain such
attendance, it may request the county attorney, with the approval of the board, to apply to the judge of
the circuit court for the locality in which the witness resides or is doing business for a subpoena
against such person refusing to appear as a witness, and the judge of such court may, upon good
cause shown, cause the subpoena to be issued. Such ordinance shall provide that any witness sub-
poena so issued shall include a statement that any statements made will be under oath and the wit-
ness is entitled to be represented by an attorney. Such ordinance shall further provide that any person
failing to comply with such subpoena so issued shall be subject to punishment for contempt by the
court issuing the subpoena, and that any person so subpoenaed may apply to the judge who issued a
subpoena to quash it.

C. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A, whenever a county has adopted an ordinance pro-
hibiting discrimination as authorized by this section, such county may also in its ordinance prohibit dis-
crimination in commercial real estate transactions.

1982, c. 108, § 15.1-687.3; 1991, c. 143, § 15.1-687.20; 1996, c. 877, § 15.1-687.24; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-726. Acquisition of easements.

A. The board is hereby authorized, without limiting its authority to acquire by other means, to acquire
by gift or purchase easements in gross or such other interest in real estate as are designed to maintain
(i) the character and use of improved real property as rental property and not in a cooperative or con-
dominium form of ownership or (ii) the market rents of a portion of the units in any multi-family res-
idential property at a percentage of the market rent for the remaining units in the multi-family
residential property, such percentages to be defined and stated in the easement; however, no property
or interest therein shall be acquired by eminent domain by any public body for the purposes of pro-
vision (ii). However, this provision shall not limit the power of eminent domain as it was possessed by
any public body prior to passage of provision (ii). Any such interest shall be for the minimum period
specified by the county board and may be perpetual.

B. The county manager is hereby authorized to acquire, on behalf of the board, temporary construction
easements, provided that such easements are (i) required for a construction project authorized by the
board; (ii) of a duration that will end before or upon the completion of the project; and (iii) for nominal
consideration.

1983, c. 364, § 15.1-687.4; 1991, c. 143; 1997, c. 587; 2004, cc. 22, 510.
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§ 15.2-727. Payment of certain assessments.

The board may provide that the persons, firms or corporations against whom assessments have finally
been made under Article 2 (§ 15.2-2404 et seq.) of Chapter 23 of this title may pay such assessments
in equal installments over a period not exceeding ten years together with interest at a rate not to
exceed ten percent per year on the unpaid balance. Such installments may become due at the same
time that real estate taxes become due and payable and the amount of each installment, including prin-
cipal and interest, shall be shown on the tax ticket mailed to each such person, firm or corporation by
the treasurer.

1983, c. 364, § 15.1-687.5; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-728. Title insurance for county real estate.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, whenever any county purchases real estate for which the
consideration paid exceeds $1,000, the county, in lieu of having the title examined and approved by
an attorney-at-law, may purchase an insurance policy which insures the county's interest in the title to
the property from a company which is authorized to issue such policies in the Commonwealth. Evid-
ence of such insurance shall be filed with the clerk for the circuit court of the county along with the
recorded deed or other papers by which the title is conveyed.

1983, c. 364, § 15.1-687.6; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-729. Relocation assistance programs.

The board shall provide by local ordinance for the application of Chapter 4 (§ 25.1-400 et seq.) of Title
25.1 to displaced persons as defined in § 25.1-400, in cases of acquisition of real property for use in
projects or programs in which only local funds are used.

1983, c. 364, § 15.1-687.7; 1997, c. 587; 2000, c. 851; 2003, c. 940.

§ 15.2-730. Civil penalties for violations of zoning ordinance.

Notwithstanding subdivision A 5 of § 15.2-2286, a county may adopt an ordinance which establishes
a uniform schedule of civil penalties for violations of specified provisions of the zoning ordinances reg-
ulating the storage of junk and the repair of motor vehicles. Such schedule of offenses shall not
include any zoning violation resulting in injury to any person, and the existence of a civil penalty shall
not preclude action by the zoning administrator under subdivision A 4 of § 15.2-2286 or action by the
governing body under § 15.2-2208.

This schedule of civil penalties may allow for progressively higher penalties for subsequent offenses
whether or not the subsequent offenses arise from the same set of operative facts; however, the pen-
alty for any one violation shall be a fine of not more than fifty dollars. Each day during which the viol-
ation is found to have existed shall constitute a separate offense. However, in no event shall specified
violations arising from the same operative set of facts be charged more frequently than once in any
ten-day period, and in no event shall a series of specified violations arising from the same operative
set of facts result in civil penalties which exceed a total of $250. Designation of a particular zoning
ordinance violation for a civil penalty pursuant to this section shall be in lieu of criminal sanctions, and
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except for any violation resulting in injury to any person, such designation shall preclude the pro-
secution of a violation as a criminal misdemeanor.

Any person summoned for a scheduled violation may make an appearance in person or in writing by
mail to the treasurer of the county prior to the date fixed for trial in court. Any person so appearing may
enter a waiver of trial, admit liability, and pay the civil penalty established for the offense charged.
Such persons shall be informed of their right to stand trial and that a signature to an admission of liab-
ility will have the same force and effect as a judgment of court.

If a person charged with a scheduled violation does not elect to enter a waiver of trial and admit liab-
ility, the violation shall be tried in the general district court in the same manner and with the same right
of appeal as provided for in Title 8.01. In any trial for a scheduled violation authorized by this section,
it shall be the burden of the county to show the liability of the violator by a preponderance of the evid-
ence. An admission of liability or finding of liability shall not be a criminal conviction for any purpose.

No provision herein shall be construed to allow the imposition of civil penalties: (i) for enforcement of
the Uniform Statewide Building Code; (ii) for activities related to land development or activities related
to the construction or repair of buildings and other structures; or (iii) for violation of any provision of a
local zoning ordinance relating to the posting of signs on public property or public rights-of-way.

1985, c. 415, § 15.1-687.8; 1992, c. 298; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-731. Retirement benefits for part-time employees.

The board may by resolution elect to have those of its officers and employees who are regularly
employed part-time on a salary basis, whose tenure is not restricted as to temporary or provisional
appointment, become eligible to participate in the county retirement systems as provided by local
ordinance.

1985, c. 415, § 15.1-687.9; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-732. Peddlers; itinerant merchants.
A county may provide by ordinance for the regulation of sales of goods and services by peddlers or
itinerant merchants on any public street or sidewalk.

1986, c. 179, § 15.1-687.10; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-733. Summons for violations of litter control ordinances.

The board may adopt by ordinance procedures and a schedule of penalties so that the county man-
ager or his designee may issue notices of violation for litter control ordinances. Before any summons
is issued for the prosecution of a violation, the violator shall be notified by mail at his last known
address that he may pay the fine, established by county ordinance, within five days of receipt of such
notice to the county treasurer, and that the officer issuing the summons shall be notified that the viol-
ator has failed to pay such fine within such time. The notice to the violator, required by the provisions
of this section, shall be contained in an envelope bearing the words "Law Enforcement Notice"
stamped or printed on the face thereof in type at least one-half inch in height. The county manager



may delegate the notification responsibility and the authority to make and enforce rules and reg-
ulations to the appropriate administrative official or employees.

1986, c. 293, § 15.1-687.11; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-734. Purchase, sale, exchange, or lease of real property.

The board may (i) sell, at public or private sale, or exchange, lease (as lessor or lessee), mortgage,
pledge, subordinate its interest in, or otherwise dispose of the real property, which includes the super-
jacent airspace, except airspace provided for in § 15.2-2030, which may be subdivided and conveyed
separate from the subjacent land surface, of the county; and (ii) purchase any real estate as may be
necessary for the erection of all necessary county buildings. However, no such land shall be disposed
of unless and until the governing body has held a public hearing concerning such disposal.

The board may acquire by purchase, gift, devise, bequest, grant, lease, or otherwise title to, or any
interests or rights of less than fee-simple title in, any real property within its jurisdiction, for any public
purposes.

The initial term of any lease shall not exceed seventy-five years, provided such lease term is not pro-
hibited by the Constitution of Virginia. The terms and provisions of any lease shall be prescribed by
the county board, provided that any lease shall have a clause to the effect that at the termination of
such lease it shall not be renewed if required for any of the purposes mentioned in § 15.2-1639, and
that upon termination, all improvements thereon shall revert to the county and the real property includ-
ing all improvements erected thereon shall revert to the county and shall be free from any encum-
brance at the time of such reversion. Such real property including all improvements situated thereon
may be mortgaged or pledged by the lessee for the term of its lease. If a lease allows a lessee to mort-
gage or pledge the property, it may also provide that the board has the right to take all action neces-
sary to cure the default if the lessee defaults.

The board may lease real property to private entities under terms which allow the private entities to
build office and commercial buildings on the property and to use the office and commercial space
itself or lease it to others. The leases by the board to private entities may provide that the rent to be
paid the board is to be based in total or in part on a percentage of the profit the private entity gains
from the operation of the development on the leased real property; however, the board may not par-
ticipate in the management or operation of the private commercial activity on the site except during
such reasonable period as it is necessary for the board to operate the property in order to protect its
interest in the property if the developer defaults on the lease or on a mortgage or pledge of the prop-
erty. As soon as reasonably possible the county shall provide for management and operation of the
property by a private developer.

The board may lease space in the improvements constructed on the land which it leases to the private
entities for use by the county government and county constitutional officers, if it pays fair market rent
for the use of the space and if the lease of its land is not conditioned on the lease of such space. The
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lease of such space by the board may be for any terms of years not prohibited by the Virginia Con-
stitution.

This section shall not be construed to in any way affect the requirements of §§ 15.2-1638, 15.2-1643
or§ 16.1-69.50.

1986, c. 595, § 15.1-687.12; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-735. Local housing fund and voluntary coordinated housing preservation and development
districts.

The board may establish by resolution a housing fund, the purpose of which will be to assist for-profit
or nonprofit housing developers or organizations to develop or preserve affordable housing for low

and moderate income persons. The fund may be used to assist the developer or organization with
such items as acquisition of land and buildings, lighting, sanitary and storm sewers, landscaping, walk-
ways, construction of parking facilities, water-sewer hookup fees, and site improvements, including
sidewalks, curbs, and gutters but not street improvements. Developers assisted in this manner shall
provide a minimum of twenty percent of the units for low and moderate income persons as defined by
the county for a minimum of ten years.

The board may declare by resolution that a portion of the county is eligible for use of the housing fund
by designation of a voluntary coordinated housing preservation and development district. Such res-
olution shall contain a statement that (i) there exists within the county a serious shortage of sanitary
and safe residential housing at rentals and prices which persons and families of low and moderate
income can afford, and that this shortage has contributed and will contribute to the creation of sub-
standard living conditions and is inimical to the health, welfare and prosperity of the residents of the
county; (ii) itis imperative that the supply of rental and other housing for such persons and families be
preserved or developed; and (iii) private enterprise is unable, without assistance, to produce the
needed development or rehabilitation of sanitary and safe housing which persons or families of low
and moderate income can afford.

The resolution shall include a statement that the owner of such rental property, or persons showing
evidence of site control by a legally binding agreement, have requested the county to designate the
site a voluntary coordinated housing preservation and development district.

The resolution shall also provide a plan for the district which outlines actions to be taken by the owner
and by the county to assure that physical improvements to the structures, site and infrastructure are
designed to improve the neighborhood, enhance the useful life of the buildings and promote energy
conservation. Such plan shall further specify the actions to be taken by the owner and by the county (i)
to minimize the displacement of persons or families of low and moderate income residing in the prop-
erty; (ii) to reserve some units at rents and prices affordable to persons or families of low and moderate
income; and (iii) otherwise to serve public purposes.

Upon declaration of an approved district, the county may:
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1. Provide for the installation, construction, or reconstruction of streets, utilities, parks, parking facil-
ities, playgrounds, and other site improvements essential to the development, preservation or rehab-
ilitation planned;

2. Provide encouragement or financial assistance to the owners or occupants for acquisition of land
and buildings, developing or preserving and upgrading residential buildings and for improving health
and safety, conserving energy, preventing erosion, enhancing the neighborhood, and reducing the dis-
placement of low and moderate income residents of the property;

3. Require that the owner agree to maintain a portion of the property in residential rental or other res-
idential use for a period of not less than ten years and that a portion of the dwelling units in the prop-
erty be offered at rents and prices affordable to persons or families of low and moderate income; and

4. Provide that the value of assistance given by the county under subdivisions 1 and 2 above be pro-
portionate to the value of considerations rendered by the owner in maintaining a portion of the dwell-
ing units at reduced rents and prices for persons or families of low and moderate income.

1987, c. 29, § 15.1-687.13; 1992, c. 335; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-735.1. Affordable dwelling unit ordinance; permitting certain densities in the comprehensive
plan.

A. In a county that provides in its comprehensive plan for the physical development within the county,
adopted pursuant to § 15.2-2223, for densities of development ranging between a floor area ratio
(FAR) of 1.0 FAR and 10.0 FAR, or greater, the governing body may adopt as part of its zoning ordin-
ance requirements for the provision of (i) on-site or off-site "Affordable Dwelling Units," as defined
herein, or (ii) a cash contribution to the county's affordable housing fund, in lieu of such units, in such
amounts as set out herein, as a condition of the governing body's approval of a special exception
application for residential, commercial, or mixed-use projects with a density equal to or greater than
1.0 FAR, or an equivalent density based on units per acre. Residential, commercial, or mixed-use pro-
jects with a density less than 1.0 FAR, or an equivalent density based on units per acre, shall be
exempt from the requirements of this section and the county's zoning ordinance adopted pursuant to
this section. The county's zoning ordinance requirements shall provide as follows:

1. Upon approval of a special exception application approving a residential, commercial, or mixed-use
project with a density equal to or greater than 1.0 FAR, or an equivalent density based on units per
acre, the applicant shall provide on-site Affordable Dwelling Units as part of the project the total gross
square footage of which units shall be 5% of the amount of the gross floor area of the project that
exceeds 1.0 FAR or an equivalent density based on units per acre. For purposes of this section,
"applicant" shall mean the person or entity submitting a special exception application for approval of a
residential, commercial or mixed-use project in the county and shall include the successors or assigns
of the applicant.
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2. As an alternative, upon approval of a special exception application approving a residential, com-
mercial, or mixed-use project with a density equal to or greater than 1.0 FAR, or an equivalent density
based on units per acre, the applicant may elect to provide any one of the following:

a. Affordable Dwelling Units shall be provided off-site at a location within one-half mile of any Met-
rorail Station for projects within a Metro Station Area as defined in the county's comprehensive plan,
or within one-half mile of the residential, commercial, or mixed-use project for projects not within a
Metro Station Area, as provided in the county's zoning ordinance, the total gross square footage of
which units shall be 7.5% of the amount of the gross floor area of the project that is over 1.0 FAR or an
equivalent density based on units per acre, or

b. Affordable Dwelling Units shall be provided off-site at any other locations in the county other than
those provided in the county's zoning ordinance in accordance with subdivision a, the total gross
square footage of which units shall be 10% of the amount of the gross floor area of the project that is
over 1.0 FAR, or an equivalent density based on units per acre, or

c. A cash contribution to the county's affordable housing fund, which contribution shall be calculated
as follows for each of the below-described density tiers:

(1) One and one-half dollars per square foot of gross floor area for the first tier of density between zero
and 1.0 FAR, or an equivalent density based on units per acre.

(2) Four dollars per square foot of gross floor area for the tier of density in residential projects between
1.0 FAR and 3.0 FAR, or an equivalent density based on units per acre, and $4 per square foot of
gross floor area for the tier of density in commercial projects above 1.0 FAR.

(3) Eight dollars per square foot of gross floor area for the tier of density in residential projects above
3.0 FAR, or an equivalent density based on units per acre.

(4) For mixed-use projects, cash contributions shall be calculated by applying the proportionate
amount of commercial and residential gross floor area to each tier.

The cash contribution shall be indexed to the Consumer Price Index for Housing in the Washington-
Baltimore MSA as published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics and shall be adjusted annually based
upon the January changes to such index for that year.

3. The applicant shall provide the county manager or his designee, prior to the issuance of the first cer-
tificate of occupancy for the residential, commercial, or mixed-use project, a written plan of how the
applicant proposes to address the provision of Affordable Dwelling Units or cash contribution as
provided in this section and the provisions of the zoning ordinance adopted pursuant to this section.
The county manager or his designee shall approve or disapprove the applicant's plan in writing within
30 days of receipt of the written proposal from the applicant. If the county manager or his designee dis-
approves of the applicant's plan, specific reasons for such disapproval shall be provided.

4. An applicant may submit a written plan to be considered by the governing body or its designee to
address the provision of Affordable Dwelling Units or cash contribution as provided in this section and



the provisions of the zoning ordinance adopted pursuant to this section that deviate from the require-
ments of this section and the ordinance. Any such deviations may be approved in accordance with the
procedures established in the county's zoning ordinance, which procedures shall include a provision
for an appeal to the governing body of any administrative decision relative to the written plan sub-
mitted by the applicant.

5. The ordinance adopted by the county pursuant to this section may provide that, in the discretion of
the governing body and with the agreement of the applicant, at the time of consideration of the special
exception application, the above requirements may be totally or partially substituted for other com-
pelling public priorities established in plans, studies, policies, or other documents of the county.

6. Applications for a special exception approval of a residential, commercial, or mixed-use project that
results in the demolition and rebuilding of an existing project shall be subject to the requirements of
this section and the zoning ordinance adopted pursuant to this section at the time of redevelopment;
however, only density that is replaced or rebuilt and any increased density shall be subject to the
requirements. This section and the county's zoning ordinance adopted pursuant to this section shall
not apply to rehabilitation or renovation of existing residential, commercial, or mixed-use projects.

7. For purposes of this section "Affordable Dwelling Unit" means units committed for a 30-year term as
affordable to households with incomes at 60% of the area median income.

B. This section shall apply to an application for a special exception approval for a residential, com-
mercial, or mixed-use project with a density provided for by the County's comprehensive plan des-
ignation for the property that is the subject matter of the application. This section shall further apply to
such an application that requires rezoning of the property that is the subject matter of the application to
permit a use provided for by the county's comprehensive plan designation for the subject property.

C. The ordinance adopted by the county pursuant to this section may provide that an application for
approval of a special exception for a residential, commercial, or mixed-use project that requests an
increase in density that exceeds the density provided for by the county's comprehensive plan des-
ignation for the property that is the subject matter of the application shall be subject to an affordable
housing requirement in addition to the requirements of this section and the zoning ordinance adopted
pursuant to this section.

D. The ordinance adopted by the county pursuant to this section or other provisions of law may
provide that an application that requests to amend the county's comprehensive plan designation for
the subject property to a higher density designation may be subject to an affordable housing require-
ment in addition to the requirements of this section and the zoning ordinance adopted pursuant to this
section.

E. The ordinance adopted by the county pursuant to this section may provide that applications for a
special exception approval for residential, commercial, or mixed-use projects that result in the elim-
ination of existing units affordable to households with incomes equal to or below 80% of the area



median income address replacement of the eliminated units as a condition of the governing body's
approval of the special exception application.

F. With the exception of the authority under § 15.2-2304, this section establishes the legislative author-
ity for the county to obtain Affordable Dwelling Units in exchange for the approval of a special excep-
tion application for a residential, commercial, or mixed-use project in the county, and a special
exception may not be used in combination with any other provision of law in Chapter 22 (§ 15.2-2200
et seq.) of Title 15.2 to obtain Affordable Dwelling Units from an applicant. Nothing in this section shall
be construed to repeal the county's authority under any other provision of law.

2006, c. 481.

§ 15.2-736. State benefits for certain employees.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, any person who is transferred from state to
local employment pursuant to Chapter 816 of the Acts of Assembly of 1988, and who is a member of
the Virginia Retirement System at the time of the transfer, shall continue to be a member of the System
during the period of local employment. Any such transferred employee shall remain a member of the
System under the same terms and conditions as would apply if the transferred employee had
remained as a state employee, so long as the employee is employed with a local health department or
returns to state employment. For purposes of any employment of the transferred employee as a state
employee after local employment, the membership in the System during local employment shall be
treated the same as any other membership in the System.

The board shall collect and pay all employee and employer contributions to the Virginia Retirement
System for retirement and group life insurance in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 1 (§ 51.1-
124.1 et seq.) of Title 51.1.

1989, c. 352, § 15.1-687.14; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-737. Tenant relocation payments.

The board may require by ordinance that the county and the owner divide equally the reimbursement
of any tenant of a building containing at least four residential units for amounts actually expended to
relocate when the tenant has been terminated by 120 days' notice given under § 55.1-1410 in order to
carry out the rehabilitation of the building. The reimbursement shall not exceed the amount to which
the tenant would have been entitled to receive under §§ 25.1-407 and 25.1-415 if the real estate com-

prising the units had been condemned by the Department of Transportation.
1989, c. 354, § 15.1-687.15; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-738. Moadification of grievance procedure.

Notwithstanding the provisions of §§ 2.2-1202.1, 15.2-1506, and 15.2-1507 to the contrary, in any
county which has the county manager plan of government provided for in this chapter, a grievance pro-
cedure may be established which permits an Equal Employment Opportunity officer, except the Dir-
ector of the Department of Human Resource Management appointed pursuant to § 2.2-1200 and any
employees thereof, to be present at any step of a grievance procedure established under § 15.2-1506.
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Such officer shall not be an advocate or representative on behalf of either the grievant or man-
agement.

1989, c. 622, § 15.1-687.16; 1991, c. 143; 1995, cc. 770, 818; 1996, cc. 164, 869; 1997, c. 587; 2000,
cc. 947, 1006: 2012, cc. 803, 835.

§ 15.2-739. Diversion of certain waters.

With the consent of the property owner, a county may enter private property and, at the county's
expense, construct or reconstruct a system to divert water not requiring treatment by the county's san-
itary sewer system into the county's storm sewer system.

1989, c. 622, § 15.1-687.17; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-740. Authority to impose assessments for local improvements; purposes.

The board may impose taxes or assessments upon owners of abutting property for making, improving,
replacing, or enlarging the walkways upon then existing streets; for improving and paving then exist-
ing alleys; and for either the construction or the use of sanitary or storm water sewers including retain-
ing walls, curbs, and gutters. However, such taxes or assessments shall not exceed the peculiar
benefits resulting from the improvements to the owners of abutting property and no assessment for
retaining walls shall be imposed upon any property owner who does not agree to such assessment.

In addition to the foregoing, the board may impose taxes or assessments upon owners of abutting
property for the construction, replacement, or enlargement of sidewalks, waterlines, sanitary sewers,
or storm water sewers; for the installation of street lights; for the construction or installation of canopies
or other weather protective devices; for the installation of lighting in connection with the foregoing; and
for permanent amenities, including, but not limited to, benches or waste receptacles, provided that
such taxes or assessments shall not exceed the peculiar benefits resulting from the improvements to
such owners of abutting property.

All assessments pursuant to this section shall be subject to the laws pertaining to assessments under
Title 15.2, Chapter 24, Article 2 (§ 15.2-2404 et seq.), mutatis mutandis. All assessments pursuant to
this section may also be made subject to installment payments and other provisions allowed for local
assessments under this article.

As used in this section, "owners of abutting property” includes the owners of property that abuts a
state highway when the improvement is funded solely by county revenues.

1990, c. 323, § 15.1-687.18; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-741. Regulation of child-care services and facilities in certain counties.

A. The board may by ordinance provide for the regulation and licensing of (i) persons who provide
child-care services for remuneration and (ii) child-care facilities. "Child-care services" includes regular
care, protection, or guidance during a part of a day to one or more children, not related by blood or mar-
riage to the provider of services, while they are not attended by their parent, guardian, or person with
legal custody. "Child-care facilities" includes any commercial or residential structure which is used to
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provide child-care services for remuneration. However, such ordinance shall not require the regulation
or licensing of any facility operated by a religious institution as exempted from licensure by § 22.1-
289.031.

B. Such ordinance may be more restrictive or more extensive in scope than statutes or state reg-
ulations that may affect child-care services or child-care facilities, provided that such ordinance shall
not impose additional requirements or restrictions on the construction or materials to be used in the
erection, alteration, repair, or use of a residential dwelling.

1990, c. 545, § 15.1-687.19; 1997, c. 587; 2020, cc. 860, 861.

§ 15.2-742. Lighting level regulation.

The board may by ordinance provide for the regulation of exterior illumination levels of buildings and
property.

1996, c. 567, § 15.1-687.23; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-743. Fee for certain vacations, encroachments, and abandonments.

A county may charge a fee for processing applications for vacations as provided for in § 15.2-2273,
applications for encroachments as provided forin § 15.2-2012, and petitions for abandonments under
§ 33.2-917. The fee for processing such applications and petitions shall be, at the county's discretion,
either the amount provided in § 15.2-2273, the amount provided in § 15.2-2012, or an amount not to
exceed the county's demonstrable costs for such processing, which costs may include title exam-
ination and appraisal of the property that is the subject of the application or petition. In lieu of including
such costs in the application fee, the county may require submission of a title examination and
appraisal by the applicant or petitioner.

1991, c. 143, § 15.1-687.21; 1997, c. 587; 2005, cc. 40, 84.

§ 15.2-744. Authority of county board to impose civil penalties for wrongful demolition, razing or
moving of historic buildings.

The board may adopt an ordinance which establishes a civil penalty for the wrongful demolition, raz-
ing or moving of part or all of a building or structure when such building or structure has been des-
ignated as an historic structure or landmark or is part of an historic district. The civil penalty shall be
imposed on the party deemed by the court to be responsible for the violation and shall not exceed
twice the fair market value of the property, as determined by the county real estate tax assessment at
the time of the demolition, razing or moving.

An action seeking the imposition of such a penalty shall be instituted by petition filed by the county in
circuit court, which shall be tried in the same manner as any action at law. It shall be the burden of the
county to show the liability of the violator by a preponderance of the evidence. An admission of liability
or finding of liability shall not be a criminal conviction for any purpose. The filing of any action pur-
suant to this section shall preclude a criminal prosecution for the same offense.
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The defendant, within twenty-one days after the filing of the petition, shall file an answer and may,
without admitting liability, agree to restore the building or structure as it existed prior to demolition, raz-
ing or moving. If the restoration is completed within the time agreed upon by the parties, or as estab-
lished by the count, the petition may be dismissed from the court's docket upon a finding by the court
that the building or structure has been restored as it existed prior to demolition, razing or moving.

Nothing in this section shall preclude action by the zoning administrator under subdivision A 4 of §
15.2-2286 or by the county under § 15.2-2208, either by separate action or as a part of the petition
seeking a civil penalty.

1991, c. 467, § 15.1-687.22; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-745. Ordinance for installment collection of taxes.

Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, the board is empowered to provide by ordin-
ance for the collection of county taxes and levies on property in installments at such times and with
such penalties for the delinquent payment thereof as it deems proper.

Code 1950, § 15-355.1; 1952, c. 474; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-688; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-746. Board possesses general power of management.

The board shall have, possess, and exercise the general management of the affairs of the county,
and, in addition to such powers and duties as are designated and imposed by this chapter, shall exer-
cise and perform all of the powers and duties now authorized or imposed by general law or special act
on the board of supervisors of such county insofar as they are not inconsistent with the provisions of
this chapter. The board shall also have all the powers conferred by general law on city councils.

Code 1950, § 15-356; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-689; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-747. Board may prohibit and penalize acts which are misdemeanors under state law.

In addition to the powers conferred by § 15.2-746, the board may prohibit any act defined as a mis-
demeanor and prohibited by the laws of this Commonwealth and provide a penalty for violations to the
end that such governing body may parallel by ordinance the criminal laws of this Commonwealth.

Code 1950, § 15-356.1; 1950, p. 228; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-690; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-748. Annexation by city.

No part of a county's territory may be annexed by any city unless the whole county be annexed. In
such latter case the county shall not be annexed until the question of annexation has been first sub-
mitted to a referendum of the voters of such county and approved by a majority of those voting thereon.

Code 1950, §§ 15-358, 15-359; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-692; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-749. Certain referenda in certain counties.

If on or before July 15 of any year in which such referendum is provided for by law a petition signed by
200 or more qualified voters of the county is filed with the circuit court of the county asking that a ref-
erendum be held on any question upon which a referendum is provided for by any applicable statute,
then such court shall on or before August 1 of such year issue and enter of record an order requiring
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the county election officials to open the polls at the regular election to be held in November of such
year on the question stated in such statute. If the statute providing for such referendum shall authorize
or require the referendum to be held at a special election, then the petition hereinabove referred to
shall be signed by 1,000 or more voters of the county and the court shall within fifteen days of the date
such petition is filed enter an order requiring the election officials to open the polls and take the sense
of the voters of the county on a date fixed in his order, which shall be in accordance with § 24.2-682.
The clerk of the county shall cause a notice of such election to be published in a newspaper pub-
lished or having general circulation in the county once a week for three successive weeks, and shall
post a copy of the notice at the door of the county courthouse.

Code 1950, § 15-360.1; 1952, c. 49; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-695; 1975, c¢. 517; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-750. Board may accept dedication of rights to develop real property.

The board, in addition to any other zoning powers granted by general or special law, may include a
provision for the dedication of density or other rights to develop real property, as defined by the loc-
ality, from one or more parcels of property that are not the subject of a development application and
are located in the locality to one or more parcels of property that are the subject of a development
application and are located elsewhere in the locality. Such dedication shall be subject to such terms
as may be provided by zoning regulations, the conditions of a special use permit or special exception,
or the proffered conditions of a rezoning application, including that the terms are binding on the own-
ers of such property and on their successors and assigns.

2005, c. 755.
Chapter 8 - Urban County Executive Form of Government

Article 1 - General Provisions

§ 15.2-800. Designation of form of government; applicability of chapter.

The form of county organization and government provided for in this chapter shall be known and des-
ignated as the urban county executive form. The provisions of this chapter shall apply only to the
counties which have adopted the urban county executive form.

Code 1950, § 15-384.16; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-728; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-801. Adoption of urban county executive form.
Any county with a population of more than 90,000 may adopt the urban county executive form of gov-
ernment in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 3 (§ 15.2-300 et seq.) of this title.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-802. Powers of county vested in board of supervisors; membership, election, terms, etc., of
board; vacancies; powers of chairman.

The powers of the county as a body politic and corporate shall be vested in an urban county board of
supervisors, to consist of one member from each district of such county and to be known as the board
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of supervisors (the board). Each member shall be a qualified voter of his district and shall be elected
by the qualified voters thereof. In addition to the above board members, the voters shall elect a county
chairman who shall be a qualified voter of the county. No person may be a candidate for county chair-
man at the same time he is a candidate for membership on the county board from any district of the
county. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the board and the chairman shall be included and coun-
ted.

The county chairman shall be the chairman of the board and preside at the meetings thereof. The
chairman shall represent the county at official functions and ceremonial events. The chairman shall
have all rights, privileges, and duties of other members of the board and such others, not in conflict
with this article, as the board may prescribe. In addition, the chairman shall have the power to (i) call
special meetings of the board in accordance with the procedures and restrictions of § 15.2-1418,
mutatis mutandis; (ii) set the agenda for board meetings; however, any such agenda may be modified
by an affirmative vote of the board; (iii) appoint county representatives to regional boards, authorities
and commissions which are authorized in advance by the board; however, any such appointment
shall be subject to revocation by an affirmative vote of a majority of all members elected to the board
acting within the 30-day period following that appointment; and (iv) create and appoint committees of
the board and name presiding members of such committees as authorized by the board; however, any
such committee or appointment shall be subject to revocation by an affirmative vote of a majority of all
members elected to the board.

At the first meeting at the beginning of its term and any time thereafter when necessary, the board
shall elect a vice-chairman from its membership who shall perform the duties of the chairman in his
absence.

The supervisors and chairman first elected under the provisions of this chapter shall hold office until
January 1 following the next regular election provided by general law for the election of supervisors.
At such election their successors shall be elected for terms of four years each.

If the number of districts in any such county is increased by redistricting or otherwise subsequentto a
general election for supervisors, and such supervisors have taken office, then the board shall adopt a
resolution requesting a judge of the circuit court for such county to call a special election for an addi-
tional supervisor or supervisors in accordance with the increase in the number of districts, such addi-
tional supervisor or supervisors to be elected from the county at large, and such election shall be held
within 45 days from the date of such request. The qualifications of candidates and the election shall
be as at general law applying to special elections. Any supervisors thereby elected shall hold office
until January 1 following the next regular election provided by general law for the election of members
of the board, and at the next regular election all supervisors of any such county shall be elected from
districts as provided by law.

If a vacancy occurs on the board, the chief judge of the circuit court for such county shall call a special
election, in the district if the vacancy is of a district supervisor, or in the county at large if the vacancy is
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of the chairman, to be held not fewer than 45 nor more than 90 days after the occurrence of the
vacancy; however, if the vacancy occurs within 150 days prior to a general election, such special elec-
tion may be held on the general election day; and if the vacancy occurs within 120 days prior to the
date of a regular election for the board of supervisors, such vacancy shall be filled by appointment by
the remaining members of the board within seven days of the occurrence of the vacancy, which
appointment shall be for the duration of the term of office of the person whose absence from the board
occasioned such vacancy. The qualification of candidates and the election shall be otherwise as at
general law applying to special elections.

Code 1950, § 15-384.17; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-729; 1966, c. 464; 1968, c. 797; 1971, Ex.
Sess., c. 158; 1972, ¢. 707; 1985, c. 138; 1994, c. 148; 1997, c. 587; 2012, c. 396.

§ 15.2-803. General powers of board of supervisors.

The board shall be the policy-determining body of the county and shall be vested with all rights and
powers conferred on boards of supervisors by general law, not inconsistent with the form of county
organization and government herein provided.

The board shall be the governing body of the urban county and of each of the districts established
under Article 4 (§ 15.2-855 et seq.) of this chapter for the provision of certain services to residents of
such districts.

Code 1950, § 15-384.18; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-730; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-804. Appointment, qualifications and compensation of urban county executive; to devote full
time to work.

The board shall appoint an urban county executive and fix his compensation. He shall devote his full
time to the work of the county. He shall be appointed with regard to merit only, and need not be a res-
ident of the county at the time of his appointment. No member of the board shall, during the time for
which he has been elected, be chosen urban county executive, nor shall such powers be given to a
person who at the same time is filling an elective office. The head of one of the departments of the
county government may, however, also be appointed urban county executive.

Code 1950, § 15-384.19; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-731; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-805. Tenure of county executive; suspension or removal.

The urban county executive shall not be appointed for a definite tenure, but may be removed at the
pleasure of the board. If the board determines to remove the urban county executive, he shall be
given, if he so demands, a written statement of the reasons alleged for the proposed removal and the
right to a hearing thereon at a public meeting of the board prior to the date on which his final removal
takes effect. Pending and during such hearing, the board may suspend him from office, provided that
the period of suspension be limited to thirty days. The board's action in suspending or removing the
urban county executive shall not be subject to review by any court.

Code 1950, § 15-384.20; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-732; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-806. Absence or disability of county executive.
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In case of the absence or disability of the urban county executive, the board may designate some
responsible person to perform the duties of the office.

Code 1950, § 15-384.21; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-733; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-807. Appointment of county officers and employees; federal employment, etc., not to dis-
qualify; discussions with board.

The board shall appoint, upon the recommendation of the urban county executive, all officers and
employees in the administration service of the county, except as the board authorizes the urban
county executive to appoint heads of a department or office and except as the board authorizes the
heads of a department or office to appoint subordinates in such department or office. However, in
appointing the county school board no recommendation by the urban county executive is required. All
appointments shall be on the basis of ability, training and experience of the appointees which are rel-
evant to the work which they are to perform.

No person otherwise eligible, shall be disqualified by reason of his accepting or holding employment,
an office, post, trust or emolument under the United States government, from serving as a member of
any board, commission, authority, committee or agency whose members are appointed by the board.

The county clerk, the attorney for the Commonwealth and the sheriff shall be selected in the manner
and for the terms, and vacancies in such offices shall be filled, as provided by general law.

The urban county executive shall have the right to take partin all discussions and to present his views
on all matters coming before the board. The attorney for the Commonwealth and the sheriff shall be
entitled to present their views on matters relating to their respective departments.

Code 1950, § 15-384.22; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-734; 1968, c. 797; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-808. Tenure of county officers and employees; suspension or removal.

All such appointments shall be without definite term, unless for limited term appointments for tem-
porary services not to exceed one year in duration, except as otherwise specifically provided for
herein.

Any county officer or employee appointed pursuant to § 15.2-807 may be suspended or removed from
office or employment either by the board or the officer who appointed or employed him. In case of the
absence or disability of any such officer, the board or other appointing power may designate some
responsible person to perform the duties of the office.

Code 1950, § 15-384.23; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-735; 1968, c. 797; 1987, c. 419; 1997, c.
587.

§ 15.2-809. Compensation of officers and employees.

The board shall, subject to the limitations of general law, fix the compensation of all county officers
and employees, except as it may authorize the head of some department or office to fix the com-
pensation of subordinates and employees in such department or office.

Code 1950, § 15-384.24; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-736; 1997, c. 587.
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§ 15.2-810. Restrictions on activities of former officers and employees.

The board, by ordinance, may prohibit former officers and employees, for one year after their terms of
office have ended or employment ceased, from assisting for remuneration a party, other than a gov-
ernmental agency, in connection with any proceeding, application, case, contract, or other particular
matter involving the urban county or an agency thereof, if that matter is one in which the former officer
or employee participated personally and substantially as an urban county officer or employee through
decision, approval, or recommendation.

The term "officer or employee," as used in this section, includes members of the board, county officers
and employees, and individuals who receive monetary compensation for service on or employment by
agencies, boards, authorities, sanitary districts, commissions, committees, and task forces appointed
by the board.

1987, c. 419, § 15.1-736.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-811. Powers and duties of county executive.

The urban county executive shall be the administrative head of the county. He shall attend all meet-
ings of the board and recommend such action as he may deem expedient. He shall be responsible to
the board for the proper administration of all county affairs which the board has authority to control.

He shall also:

1. Make monthly reports to the board on administrative matters, and keep the board fully advised as to
the county's financial condition.

2. Submit to the board a proposed annual budget, with his recommendations, and execute the budget
as finally adopted.

3. Execute and enforce all board resolutions and orders and shall see that all laws of the Com-
monwealth required to be enforced through the board or some other county officer subject to the
board's control are faithfully executed.

4. Examine regularly the books and papers of every officer and department of the county and report to
the board the condition in which he finds them.

5. Perform such other duties as the board requires of him.
Code 1950, § 15-384.26; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-738; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-812. County executive may act as director or head of department.

The urban county executive may, if the board requires, act as the director or head of any department,
the director or head of which is appointed by the board, provided he is otherwise eligible to head such
department.

Code 1950, § 15-384.27; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-739; 1997, c. 587.
§ 15.2-813. Certain officers not affected by adoption of plan.



The following officers shall not, except as herein otherwise provided, be affected by the adoption of
the urban county executive form:

1. Jury commissioners,

2. County electoral boards,

3. Registrars,

4. Judges and clerks of elections, and

5. Magistrates.

Code 1950, § 15-384.43; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-755; 1973, c. 545; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-814. Inquiries and investigations by board of supervisors.

The board may inquire into the official conduct of any office or officer under its control, and investigate
the accounts, receipts, disbursements and expenses of any county or district officer. For these pur-
poses it may subpoena witnesses, administer oaths and require the production of books, papers and
other evidence. If any witness fails or refuses to obey any such lawful order of the board, he shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.

Code 1950, § 15-384.49; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-762; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-815. Regulation of garbage, trash and refuse pickup and disposal services; contracting for
such services in certain counties.

The board may adopt an ordinance requiring the delivery of all or any portion of the garbage, trash
and refuse generated or disposed of within such county to waste disposal facilities located therein or
to waste disposal facilities located outside of such county if the county has contracted for capacity at
or service from such facilities.

Such ordinances may provide that it is unlawful for any person to dispose of his garbage, trash and
refuse in or at any other place. No such ordinance shall apply to the occupants of single-family res-
idences or family farms disposing of their own garbage, trash or refuse if such occupants have paid
the fees, rates and charges of other single-family residences and family farms in the same service
area.

Such ordinance shall not apply to garbage, trash and refuse generated, purchased or utilized by an
entity engaged in the business of manufacturing, mining, processing, refining or conversion except for
an entity engaged in the production of energy or refuse-derived fuels for sale to a person other than
any entity controlling, controlled by or under the same control as the manufacturer, miner, processor,
refiner or converter. Nor shall such ordinance apply to (i) recyclable materials, which are those mater-
ials that have been source-separated by any person or materials that have been separated from
garbage, trash and refuse by any person for utilization in both cases as a raw material to be man-
ufactured into a new product other than fuel or energy, (ii) construction debris to be disposed of in a
landfill, or (iii) waste oil. Such ordinances may provide penalties, fines and other punishment for viol-
ations.



Such county may contract with any person, whether profit or nonprofit, for garbage and refuse pickup
and disposal services and enter into contracts relating to waste disposal facilities which recover
energy or materials from garbage, trash and refuse. Such contracts may make provision for, among
other things, (i) the purchase by the county of all or a portion of the disposal capacity of a waste dis-
posal facility located within or outside the county for present or future waste disposal requirements; (ii)
the operation of such facility by the county; (iii) the delivery by or on behalf of the contracting county of
specified quantities of garbage, trash and refuse, whether or not such county collects such garbage,
trash and refuse, and the making of payments for such quantities of garbage, trash and refuse whether
or not such garbage, trash and refuse are delivered, including payments for revenues lost if garbage,
trash and refuse are not delivered; (iv) adjustments to payments made by the county in regard to infla-
tion, changes in energy prices or residue disposal costs, taxes imposed upon the facility owner or
operator, or other events beyond the control of the facility operator or owners; (v) the fixing and col-
lection of fees, rates or charges for use of the disposal facility and for any product or service resulting
from operation of the facility; and (vi) such other provision as is necessary for the safe and effective
construction, maintenance or operation of such facility, whether or not such provision displaces com-
petition in any market. Any such contract shall not be deemed to be a debt or gift of the county within
the meaning of any law, charter provision or debt limitation. Nothing in the foregoing powers granted
such county shall include the authority to pledge the full faith and credit of such local governmentin
violation of Article X, Section 10 of the Constitution of Virginia.

1985, c. 581, § 15.1-730.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-816. Maintenance of certain sewer lines.

Upon petition of a majority of the affected property owners or members of an affected owners' asso-
ciation, (i) the county may take over the maintenance of undersized sewer lines installed as a result of
the county's waiver of its adopted requirements developed under this title or Title 62.1; and (ii) the
county shall be granted the right to convert the undersized sewer lines to county standards at its
expense, if the county deems the conversion to be in its best interests for health or economic reasons;
or (iii) if the property owners or their associations elect to convert the undersized sewer lines to county
standards, the county may take over and maintain at county expense the converted sewer lines.

The cost for the maintenance of such lines shall be borne by the county general fund; or the county, at
its discretion, may incorporate the sewer lines into an existing sanitary district for uniformity of main-
tenance and cost/budget allocations.

If the county determines that the builder/developer installed the undersized lines without the express
permission of the appropriate county agency, then the county may collect the cost of conversion from
the builder/developer; however, the county shall bear the ongoing cost of maintenance.

This section applies only to sewer lines installed on or before January 1, 1987.

1987, c. 253, § 15.1-730.2; 1997, c. 587.



§ 15.2-816.1. Underground electric distribution, telecommunications, cable, and other utility facil-
ities.

A. The governing body of any locality operating under the urban county executive form of government
may request an electric utility, telecommunications provider, cable provider, or other utility to enter into
an agreement with the locality to place underground electric distribution, facilities, telecommunications
facilities, cable facilities, or other utility facilities as part of a transportation infrastructure improvement
project, a commercial or industrial improvement project, or roads serving any such project that the
Commonwealth Transportation Board or such locality identifies that reduce congestion, improve mobil-
ity, improve transit system infrastructure, improve safety, or improve service or access to such project.

B. If the parties desire to proceed, the locality operating under the urban county executive form of gov-
ernment shall enter into an agreement with an electric utility, telecommunications provider, cable pro-
vider, or other utility that provides that (i) the locality shall pay to the utility or provider its full costs of
relocating and converting that portion of the facility located in the locality underground rather than over-
head, minus the net of relocation credits; (ii) the utility or provider shall convert, operate, and maintain
the agreed portion of the facility underground in cooperation with any other utility or provider with facil-
ities placed underground there; (iii) the agreement is contingent upon the adoption of the levy set forth
in subsection C; and (iv) other terms and conditions on which the parties may agree shall be included
in the agreement. No agreement shall require any telecommunications provider or cable provider to
share conduit.

C. If the locality operating under the urban county executive form of government and the utility enter
into an agreement as described in subsection B, the locality may impose an additional levy on electric
utility customers in the locality pursuant to § 58.1-3814. The locality shall by ordinance fix the amount
of such additional levy, which shall not exceed $1 per month on residential customers and shall not
exceed 6.67 percent of the monthly amount charged to nonresidential consumers of the utility service.
The initial proceeds of such levy shall be dedicated to a project incorporating bus rapid transit on a
road in the National Highway System serving a Metrorail station and an anticipated extension of Met-
rorail in a designated revitalization area in such locality. The provider of billing services shall bill the
tax to all users who are subject to the tax and to whom it bills for electricity service and shall remit
such tax to the appropriate locality. Any levy imposed pursuant to this section shall be in addition to
the limit for any utility consumer tax prescribed in § 58.1-3814. If the provisions of this section are
inconsistent with the provisions of § 58.1-3814, the provisions of this section shall be controlling.

D. The locality may, or the Commissioner of Highways, upon presentation of the agreement to the
Commonwealth Transportation Board, shall, be responsible for securing the necessary easements
and permits for the utility or provider necessary for the conversion of the existing distribution, tele-
communication, cable, or other utility facilities.

E. With the exception of any local zoning ordinances and review under § 15.2-2232 or any cable fran-
chise agreement, if the provisions of this section are inconsistent with the provisions of any other law
or local ordinance, the provisions of this section shall be controlling.



F. For purposes of this section, the term "electric utility" includes any cooperative, as that term is
defined in § 56-231.15, operating within the locality.

2019, c. 792; 2021, Sp. Sess. |, c. 505.

§ 15.2-817. No unincorporated area to be incorporated after adoption of urban county form of gov-
ernment.

After the date of adoption of the urban county executive form of government, no unincorporated area
within the limits of such county shall be incorporated as a separate town or city within the limits of
such county, whether by judicial proceedings or otherwise.

Code 1950, § 15-384.72; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-785; 1968, c. 797; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-818. City may petition to become part of county.

After the date of adoption of the urban county executive form of government, a city contiguous to or
within the limits of such a county may petition, by action of its governing body, to become a part of the
county on terms set forth in a resolution adopted by the board. Passage of a referendum within the peti-
tioning city shall constitute approval of the city becoming a district of the county or a part or parts of

one or more districts and action of the board shall constitute final approval thereof by the county.

Code 1950, § 15-384.73; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-786; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-819. Demolition of historic structures; civil penalty.

A county may adopt an ordinance which establishes a civil penalty for the demolition, razing or mov-
ing of a building or structure which is located in an historic district or which has been designated by
the governing body as an historic structure or landmark without the prior approval from either the archi-
tectural review board or the governing body as provided by subdivision A 2 of § 15.2-2306.

The civil penalty imposed for a violation of such an ordinance shall not exceed the market value of the
property as determined by the assessed value of the property at the time of the destruction or removal
of the building or structure. Such value shall include the value of any structures and the value of the
real property upon which any such structure or structures were located. Such ordinances may be
enforced by the county attorney by bringing an action in the name of the county in the circuit court.
Such actions shall be brought against the party or parties deemed responsible for the violation. It shall
be the burden of the county to show the liability of the violator by a preponderance of the evidence.

Nothing in this section shall preclude action by the zoning administrator under subdivision A 4 of §
15.2-2286 or action by the board under § 15.2-2208.

1991, c. 201, § 15.1-499.2; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-820. Donations to legal entities owning recreational facilities.

A county is authorized to make annual appropriations of public funds to any nonprofit legal entity that
is not controlled in whole or in part by any church or religious body that has exclusionary membership
practices or rules that owns recreational facilities in the county such as, but not limited to, swimming
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pools, tennis courts, etc., in an amount not to exceed the amount of real estate taxes thatis owed on
the recreational facilities owned by the legal entity receiving the appropriations.

The provisions of § 15.2-953 are not affected by this section.
1992, c. 866, § 15.1-27.2; 1997, c. 587; 2005, c. 928.

Article 2 - DEPARTMENTS AND COMMISSIONS

§ 15.2-821. Board to provide for and set up departments; removal of department head or person
assigned to county executive's office; powers of supervisors generally.

The board shall, as soon as its members are elected and take office, provide for the performance of all
the governmental functions of the county and to that end shall provide for and set up all necessary
departments of government consistent with the provisions of this chapter. Any deputy county exec-
utive, assistant county executive, or department head may be removed at the pleasure of the board,
except as the board may authorize the urban county executive to remove such employees, and such
removal shall not be subject to review by any other county employee, agency, board or commission or
under the grievance procedure adopted pursuantto § 15.2-1506. The board shall have all authority
and powers provided for by this chapter or by other law and shall have the power to raise annually by
taxes and assessments on property, persons and other subjects of taxation, which are not prohibited
by law, such sums of money as in the judgment of the board are necessary to pay the debts, defray the
expenses, accomplish the purposes and perform the functions of the county.

However, any department head who could grieve his own removal from an office held prior to July 1,
1987, under the law in effect at the time he was appointed to office, shall retain such right to grieve his
own removal from that office unless that right is waived in writing in consideration of a payment mutu-
ally agreed to by that department head and by the board.

Code 1950, § 15-384.50; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-763; 1966, c. 464; 1968, c. 797; 1987, c.
419; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-822. Designation of officer or employee to exercise power or perform duty.

Whenever it is not designated herein what officer or employee of the county shall exercise any power
or perform any duty conferred upon or required of the county, or any officer thereof, by general law,
then any such power shall be exercised or duty performed by that officer or employee of the county so
designated by ordinance or resolution of the board.

Code 1950, § 15-384.51; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-764; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-823. Departments and commissions of county government.
The activities or functions of the county shall, with the exceptions herein provided, be distributed
among the following general divisions or departments:

1. Department of finance.

2. Department of public works.
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3. Department of social services.
4. Department of law enforcement.
5. Department of education.

6. Department of records.

7. Department of health.

The board may establish any of the following additional departments and commissions and such other
departments and commissions as it deems necessary to the proper conduct of the county's business:

1. Department of assessments.

2. Department of farm and home demonstration.
3. Department of public safety.

4. Department of public utilities.

5. Commission on human rights.

Any activity which is unassigned by this chapter shall, upon recommendation of the urban county exec-
utive, be assigned by the board to the appropriate department. The board may, upon recom-
mendations of the urban county executive, reassign, transfer or combine any county functions,
activities or departments.

Code 1950, § 15-384.52; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-765; 1972, c. 73; 1980, c. 44; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-824. Appointment of members of certain boards, authorities and commissions.
A. Notwithstanding the provisions of §§ 15.2-837, 15.2-855, 15.2-2212, 15.2-5113, 15.2-5703 and 36-
11, the board may establish different terms of office for initial and subsequent appointments of (i) the

commissioners of any county redevelopment and housing authority created pursuant to the Housing
Authorities Law (§§ 36-1 through 36-55.6), (ii) the members of any county authority created pursuant to
the Park Authorities Act (§ 15.2-5700 et seq.), (iii) the members of the county planning commission,
(iv) the members of the county school board, (v) any commissions created pursuantto § 15.2-823 and
(vi) the members of any county water or sewer authority created pursuantto § 15.2-5102.

Such different terms of office for such authorities, boards and commissions shall be for fixed terms,
and such different terms of office may include, but are not limited to, terms of either two or four years
and terms that extend until July 1 of the year following the year in which there is a regular election
provided by general law for the election of supervisors. If the board establishes different terms of office
pursuant to this section, such new terms shall affect future appointments to such offices and shall not
affect the existing terms of any commissioner or member then serving in office. This section shall not
affect the removal of any member of an authority, board or commission for incompetency, neglect of
duty or misuse of office pursuant to provisions of general law.
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B. Notwithstanding the provisions of §§ 15.2-5113 and 36-11, the board may appoint as many as
eleven persons as (i) commissioners of any county redevelopment and housing authority created pur-

suant to the Housing Authorities Law and (ii) members of any county water or sewer authority created
pursuantto § 15.2-5102.

1989, c. 355, § 15.1-765.1; 1992, c. 524; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-825. Committee for legislative audit and review.

The board may establish a committee for the audit and review of county agencies and county-funded
functions. The committee shall be composed of not more than eleven members who shall be appoin-
ted by the board for a term of two years. The committee shall have the power to make performance
reviews of operations of county agencies or county-funded programs to ascertain that sums appro-
priated are expended for the purposes for which such appropriations were made and to evaluate the
effectiveness of those agencies and programs. The committee shall make such special studies and
reports as it deems appropriate and as the board requests. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 15.2-
1534, the board may appoint one or more of its members to serve on this committee.

The board may provide staff assistance to the committee which shall be independent of the admin-
istrative staff of the county. Any such staff shall be hired on the basis of merit and shall be paid in con-
formity with existing pay scales. The director of the staff to the committee shall serve at the pleasure of
the board, and if removed, such removal shall not be subject to review by any other employee,
agency, board or commission of the county or under the grievance procedure adopted pursuantto §
15.2-1506. The director of any such staff shall be known as the auditor of the board.

1992, c. 524, § 15.1-765.2; 1993, cc. 621, 781; 1995, c. 722; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-826. Department of finance; director; general duties.

A. The director of finance shall be the head of the department of finance and as such have charge of
(i) the administration of the county's financial affairs, including the budget; (ii) the assessment of prop-
erty for taxation; (iii) the collection of taxes, license fees and other revenues; (iv) the custody of all pub-
lic funds belonging to or handled by the county; (v) the supervision of the expenditures of the county
and its subdivisions; (vi) the disbursement of county funds; (vii) the purchase, storage and distribution
of all supplies, materials, equipment and contractual service needed by any department, office or other
using agency of the county unless some other officer or employee is designated for this purpose; (viii)
the keeping and supervision of all accounts; and (ix) such other duties as the board requires.

B. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the board may enter into an agreement, similar to such
agreements as are authorized under § 58.1-3910.1, with any town located partially or wholly within the
county for the official responsible for the assessment or collection of taxes to collect and enforce delin-
quent or non-delinquent real or personal property taxes owed to such town. The responsible official
collecting town taxes pursuant to an agreement made under this section shall account for and pay
over to the town the amounts collected, as provided by law. Any such agreement shall establish the
terms for such collection and enforcement, including payment of reasonable compensation by the
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town for the services of the director of tax administration or other official and the order in which credit
will be given for partial payments between taxes owed to the county and those owed to the town.

C. The board may assign the budget function to the urban county executive or a budget officer.

Code 1950, § 15-384.53; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-766; 1972, c. 456; 1982, c. 647; 1987, c.
419: 1997, c. 587; 2020, cc. 504, 505.

§ 15.2-827. Same; expenditures and accounts.

No money shall be drawn from the county treasury, nor shall any obligation for the expenditure of
money be incurred, except in pursuance of a legally enacted appropriation resolution, or legally
enacted supplement thereto passed by the board. Accounts shall be kept for each item of appro-
priation made by the board. Each such account shall show in detail the appropriation made thereto,
the amount drawn thereon, the unpaid obligations charged against it, and the unencumbered balance
in the appropriation account, properly chargeable, sufficient to meet the obligation entailed by con-
tract, agreement or order.

Code 1950, § 15-384.53; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-766; 1972, c. 456; 1982, c. 647; 1987, c.
419; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-828. Same; powers of commissioners of revenue; real estate assessments.

A. The director of finance shall exercise all the powers conferred and perform all the duties imposed
by general law upon commissioners of the revenue, not inconsistent herewith, and shall be subject to
the obligations and penalties imposed by general law.

B. Every general reassessment of real estate in the county, unless some other person is designated
for this purpose, shall be made by the director of finance. He shall collect and keep data and devise
methods and procedures to be followed in each such general reassessment that will make for uni-
formity in assessments throughout the county.

In addition to any other method provided by general law or by this chapter, the director of finance may
provide for the annual assessment and equalization of real estate and any general reassessment
ordered by the board. The director of finance or his designated agent shall collect data, provide maps
and charts, and devise methods and procedures to be followed for such assessments that will make
for uniformity in assessments throughout the county.

All real estate shall be assessed as of January 1 of each year by the director of finance or other per-
son designated to make such assessment. Such assessment shall provide for the equalization of
assessments of real estate, correction of errors in tax assessment records, addition of erroneously
omitted properties to the tax rolls, and the removal of properties acquired by owners not subject to tax-
ation.

Any reassessments which change the assessment of real estate shall not be extended for taxation
until after a written notice has been mailed to the person in whose name such property is to be
assessed at his last known address, setting forth the amount of the new assessment.
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C. This section shall not apply to real estate assessable under the law by the State Corporation Com-
mission.

Code 1950, § 15-384.53; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-766; 1972, c. 456; 1982, c. 647; 1987, c.
419; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-829. Same; powers of county treasurer; deposit of moneys.

A. The director of finance shall also exercise the powers conferred and perform all the duties imposed
by general law upon county treasurers, and shall be subject to the obligations and penalties imposed
by general law. All moneys received by any county officer or employee for or in connection with the
business of the county shall be paid promptly into the hands of the director of finance. All such money
shall be promptly deposited by the director of finance to the credit of the county in such banks or trust
companies as the board selects. No money shall be disbursed or paid out by the county except upon
check signed by the chairman of the board, or other person the board designates, and countersigned
by the director of the department of finance or by an electronic fund wire or payment system, or by any
means deemed appropriate and sound by the director of finance and approved by the board drawn
upon a warrant issued by the board. If any money is knowingly paid otherwise than upon the director
of finance's check, electronic fund wire or payment system or by alternative means specifically
approved by the director of finance and the urban county board of supervisors, drawn upon such war-
rant, this payment shall be invalid against the county.

B. The board may designate one or more banks or trust companies as a receiving or collecting agency
under the direction of the department of finance. All funds so collected or received shall be deposited
to the credit of the county in such banks or trust companies as the board selects.

C. Every bank or trust company serving as a depository or as a receiving or collecting agency for
county funds shall be required by the board to give adequate security therefor, and to meet such
interest requirements as the board establishes by ordinance or resolution. All interest on money so
deposited shall accrue to the county's benefit. The director of finance or his authorized deputies may
transfer funds from one such depository to another by wire.

Code 1950, § 15-384.53; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-766; 1972, c. 456; 1982, c. 647; 1987, c.
419; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-830. Same; claims against counties; accounts.

The director of finance shall audit all claims against the county for goods or services. He shall also (i)
ascertain that such claims are in accordance with the purchase orders or contracts of employment
from which the claims arise; (ii) present such claims to the board for approval after such audit; (iii)
draw all checks in settlement of such claims after approval by the board unless the board otherwise
provides; (iv) keep a record of the revenues and expenditures of the county; (v) keep such accounts
and records of the county's affairs as shall be prescribed by the Auditor of Public Accounts; and (vi) at
the end of each month, prepare and submit to the board statements showing the progress and status
of the county's affairs in such form as agreed upon by the Auditor of Public Accounts and the board.



Such accounts and records may be kept in such form, including microphotography or other repro-
ductive method, as the board prescribes.

Code 1950, § 15-384.53; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-766; 1972, c. 456; 1982, c. 647; 1987, c.
419; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-831. Same; director as purchasing agent.

The director of finance shall act as purchasing agent for the county, unless the board designates some
other officer or employee for such purpose. The director of finance or the person designated as pur-
chasing agent shall make all purchases, subject to such exceptions as the board allows. He may trans-
fer supplies, materials or equipment between departments and offices; sell any surplus supplies,
materials or equipment; and make such other sales as the board authorizes. He may also, with the
board's approval, (i) establish suitable specifications or standards for all supplies, materials and equip-
ment to be purchased for the county; (ii) inspect all deliveries to determine their compliance with such
specifications and standards; and (iii) sell supplies, materials and equipment to volunteer emergency
medical services agencies and firefighting companies at the same cost of such supplies, materials

and equipment to the county. He shall have charge of such storerooms and warehouses of the county
as the board provides.

All purchases shall be made in accordance with Chapter 43 (§ 2.2-4300 et seq.) of Title 2.2 and under
such rules and regulations consistent with Chapter 43 of Title 2.2 as the board establishes by ordin-
ance or resolution, which ordinance or resolution may, notwithstanding the provisions of § 15.2-830,
provide for the use of a combination purchase order-check, which check may be made valid for such
maximum amount as the board may fix, not to exceed $250. Subject to such exceptions as the board
provides, before making any sale the director shall invite competitive bidding under such rules and reg-
ulations as the board establishes by ordinance or resolution. He shall not furnish any supplies, mater-
ials, equipment or contractual services to any department or office except upon receipt of a properly
approved requisition and unless there is an unencumbered appropriation balance sufficient to pay for
the supplies, materials, equipment or contractual services.

Code 1950, § 15-384.53; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-766; 1972, c. 456; 1982, c. 647; 1987, c.
419; 1997, c. 587; 2015, cc. 502, 503.

§ 15.2-832. Same; assistants.
The director may have such deputies or assistants in the performance of his duties as the board
allows.

Code 1950, § 15-384.53; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-766; 1972, c. 456; 1982, c. 647; 1987, c.
419; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-833. Same; obligations of chief assessing officer.
The chief assessing officer shall be subject to the obligations and penalties imposed by general law
upon commissioners of the revenue.
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Code 1950, § 15-384.53; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-766; 1972, c. 456; 1982, c. 647; 1987, c.
419; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-834. Department of public works.

The director of public works shall be head of the department of public works. He shall have charge of
the construction and maintenance of county drains and all other public works and construction and
care of public buildings, storerooms and warehouses. He shall have the custody of such equipment
and supplies as the board authorizes. He shall exercise the powers conferred and perform the duties
imposed upon him by the board.

Code 1950, § 15-384.54; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-767; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-835. Department and board of social services.

The superintendent of social services, who shall be head of the department of social services, shall be
chosen from a list of eligibles furnished by the State Department of Social Services. Such person shall
exercise the powers conferred and perform the duties imposed by general law upon the county board
of social services, not inconsistent herewith. Such person shall also perform such other duties as the
board imposes upon him.

The board shall select at least five and not more than 11 qualified county citizens, one of whom may
be a member of the urban county board of supervisors, who shall constitute the county board of social
services. The board shall designate an additional seat on the board for a qualified citizen of each city
to which the county is contractually obligated to provide social services. Such board shall advise and
cooperate with the department of social services and may adopt necessary rules and regulations not
in conflict with law concerning such department.

As provided for in Chapters 2 (§ 63.2-200 et seq.) and 3 (§ 63.2-300 et seq.) of Title 63.2, the urban
county board of supervisors in its discretion may designate either the superintendent of social services
or the above-mentioned county board of social services as the local board. If the urban county board
of supervisors designates the superintendent of social services as constituting the local board, the
county board of social services shall serve in an advisory capacity to such officer with respect to the
duties and functions imposed upon him by law.

Code 1950, § 15-384.55; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-768; 1972, c. 73; 1974, cc. 44, 45; 1980, c.
62; 1981, c. 483; 1992, c. 524; 1997, c. 587; 2020, c. 12.

§ 15.2-836. Department of law enforcement.

The department of law enforcement shall consist of the attorney for the Commonwealth, chief of
police, and sheriff, together with their assistants, police officers, deputies and employees. If a depart-
ment of public safety is created, the chief of police, his police officers and employees shall be a part of
such department as hereinafter provided.

The attorney for the Commonwealth shall exercise the powers conferred and perform the duties
imposed upon such officer by general law and shall be accountable to the board in all matters affect-
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ing the county and shall perform such duties, consistent with his office, as the board directs. He shall
be selected as provided by general law.

The department of law enforcement may also include a county attorney to be appointed by the board
upon the recommendation of the county executive and who shall serve at an annual salary to be set
by the board. If a county attorney is appointed, the attorney for the Commonwealth shall be relieved of
the duties of advising the board, of drafting or preparing county ordinances, and of defending or bring-
ing civil actions in which the county or any of its officials is a party. All such duties shall be performed
by the county attorney, who shall be accountable to the board in all such matters.

The sheriff shall exercise the powers conferred and perform all the duties imposed upon sheriffs by
general law except as herein provided. He shall have the custody, feeding and care of all prisoners
confined in the county jail. He shall perform such other duties as the board may impose upon him. The
sheriff shall be selected as provided by general law. The sheriff and such other deputies and assist-
ants appointed hereunder shall receive such compensation as the board prescribes. Any police officer
appointed by the urban county executive or the board shall be under the supervision and control of the
board unless such supervision and control are conferred upon the urban county executive. Such
police officer shall have such powers as may be provided by general law throughout the county,
including all towns therein.

Code 1950, § 15-384.56; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-769; 1966, c. 464; 1968, c. 797; 1978, c.
558; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-836.1. Animal protection police officer.

The department of police, if established in accordance with Chapter 17 (§ 15.2-1700 et seq.), may
include an animal protection police officer who shall have all of the powers of an animal control officer,
as defined in § 3.2-6500, conferred by general law and one or more deputy animal protection police
officers to assist the animal protection police officer in the performance of his duties. An animal pro-
tection officer and his deputies also shall have all of the powers vested in law-enforcement officers, as
defined in § 9.1-101, if they meet the minimum qualifications and have been certified under §§ 15.2-
1705 and 15.2-1706.

2016, c. 498.

§ 15.2-837. Department of education.

The department of education shall consist of the county school board, the division superintendent of
schools and the officers and employees thereof. Except as herein otherwise provided, the county
school board and the division superintendent of schools shall exercise the powers conferred and per-
form the duties imposed upon them by general law. In addition the parks and playgrounds shall be
under the supervision and control of the department of education unless otherwise provided by the
urban county board of supervisors. The county school board shall be composed of not less than five
nor more than twelve members, who shall be chosen by the urban county board of supervisors to
serve for a term of two years, except that as many as one half of the members of the first such board
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appointed may be appointed for lesser terms. The exact number of members shall be determined by
the urban county board of supervisors. The term of office for any member appointed after July 1, 1972,
shall expire on July 1 of the second year after his appointment.

The board of county supervisors may also appoint a county resident to cast the deciding vote in case
of a tie vote of the school board as provided in § 22.1-75. The tie breaker, if any, shall be appointed for
a four-year term whether appointed to fill a vacancy caused by expiration of a term or otherwise.

The chairman of the county school board, unless some other person in the department is designated
by the school board for such purpose, may appear before the urban county board of supervisors and
present his views on matters relating to the department of education.

Notwithstanding any contrary provisions of this section, a county which has an elected school board
shall comply with the applicable provisions of Article 7 (§ 22.1-57.1 et seq.) of Title 22.1.

Code 1950, § 15-384.57; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-770; 1968, c. 797; 1972, c. 162; 1980, c.
559; 1981, c. 246; 1994, c. 445; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-838. Department of records.

The department of records shall be under the supervision and control of the county clerk. He shall be
clerk of the circuit court of the county and, if designated by the board, clerk for the county court. The
county clerk shall also be clerk of the board unless the board designates some other person for this
purpose. He shall exercise the powers conferred and perform the duties imposed upon such officers
by general law and shall be subject to the obligations and penalties imposed by general law. He shall
also perform such other duties the board imposes upon him.

Code 1950, § 15-384.58; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-771; 1966, c. 464; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-839. Department and board of health.

The department of health shall consist of the county health officer, who shall be chosen from a list of
eligibles furnished by the State Board of Health and the other officers and employees of such depart-
ment. The county health officer shall be head of such department and shall exercise the powers con-
ferred and shall perform the duties imposed upon the local health officer and the local board of health
by general law, not inconsistent herewith. He shall also perform such other duties as the board
imposes upon him.

The board of supervisors may select two qualified county citizens, who, together with the county
health officer, shall constitute the county board of health. Such board shall advise and cooperate with
the department of health and shall have power to adopt rules and regulations, not in conflict with law,
concerning the department. The board of health may at any time be abolished by the board of super-
visors.

Code 1950, § 15-384.59; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-772; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-840. Department of assessments.
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A. The department of assessments, if and when established, shall be headed by a commissioner of
the revenue or supervisor of assessments, who shall exercise the power conferred and perform the
duties imposed by § 15.2-826 upon the director of finance.

B. In addition to the powers and duties hereinabove conferred, the governing body of any county
which has provided for a department of assessments headed by a supervisor of assessments may, in
lieu of the method now prescribed by law, provide for the annual assessments and equalization of
assessments of real estate by such department. All real estate shall thereafter be assessed as of Janu-
ary 1 of each year. The board of supervisors shall appoint a board of equalization of real estate
assessments composed of not less than three nor more than eleven members. The board of super-
visors may provide for terms varying in duration not to exceed four years. Such equalization board
shall have the powers and duties provided by and be subject to, the provisions of Article 14 (§ 58.1-
3370 et seq.) of Chapter 32 of Title 58.1. Any person aggrieved by any assessment made under the
provisions of this section may apply for relief to such board as therein provided. The provisions of this
section shall not, however, apply to any real estate assessable under the law by the State Corporation
Commission.

C. The board of equalization may sit in panels of at least three members each under the following
terms and conditions:

1. The presence of all members in the panel shall be necessary to constitute a quorum.

2. The chairman of the board of equalization shall assign the members to panels and, insofar as prac-
ticable, rotate the membership of the panels.

3. The chairman of the board of equalization shall preside over any panel of which he is a member
and shall designate the presiding member of the other panels.

4. Each panel shall perform its duties independently of the others.

5. The board of equalization shall sit en banc (i) when there is a dissent in the panel to which the mat-
ter was originally assigned and an aggrieved party requests an en banc hearing or (ii) upon its own
motion at any time, in any matter in which a majority of the board of equalization determines it is appro-
priate to do so. The board of equalization sitting en banc shall consider and decide the matter and

may affirm, reverse, overrule or modify any previous decision by any panel.

Code 1950, § 15-384.60; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-773; 1968, c. 797; 1976, c. 174; 1989, c.
355; 1992, c. 524; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-841. Department of farm and home demonstration.

The department of farm and home demonstration shall consist of the county agricultural agent, who
shall be head of the department, a home demonstration agent and such assistants and employees as
may be appointed or employed. The county agricultural agent and the home demonstration agent
shall be selected from lists of eligibles submitted by the Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University. They shall perform such duties as the board imposes upon them.
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Code 1950, § 15-384.61; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-774; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-842. Department of public safety.
The department of public safety, if and when established, shall be under the supervision of a director
of public safety. Such department may consist of the following divisions:

1. Division of police, in the charge of a chief of police and consisting of such other police officers and
personnel as may be appointed.

2. Division of fire protection, in the charge of a fire chief and consisting of such fire fighters and other
personnel as may be appointed.

Code 1950, § 15-384.62; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-775; 1977, c. 326; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-843. Department of public utilities.

The department of public utilities, if and when established, shall be under the supervision of a director
of public utilities. Such department shall be in charge of construction, operation, maintenance and
administration of all public works coming under the general category of public utilities, owned, oper-
ated and controlled by any such county or district or any sanitary district of such county. Such depart-
ment shall be responsible for the administration of the affairs of the sanitary districts, including but not
limited to water systems, sewer systems, sewage disposal systems, garbage and any other sanitary
district functions not assigned or administered by other departments or agencies. If the county has a
division of fire protection and a fire chief under the provisions of § 15.2-842 then such fire protection
shall not be under the department of public utilities.

Code 1950, § 15-384.63; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-776; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-844. Examination and audit of books and accounts.

The board shall require an annual audit of the books of every county officer who handles public funds
to be made by a certified public accountant who is not a regular officer or employee of the county and
who is thoroughly qualified by training and experience. An audit made by the Auditor of Public
Accounts under the provisions of law may be considered as having satisfied the requirements of this
paragraph.

Either the board or the urban county executive may at any time order an examination or audit of the
accounts of any officer or department of the county government. Upon the death, resignation, removal
or expiration of the term of any county officer, the director of finance shall cause an audit and invest-
igation of the accounts of such officer to be made and shall report the results to the executive and the
board. In the case of the death, resignation or removal of the director of finance, the board shall cause
an audit to be made of his accounts. If as a result of any such audit, an officer is found indebted to the
county, the board shall proceed forthwith to collect such indebtedness.

Code 1950, § 15-384.64; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-777; 1997, c. 587.
§ 15.2-845. Schedule of compensation.


http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/15.2-842/

The board shall establish a schedule of compensation for officers and employees which shall provide
equitable compensation for officers and employees and which shall provide for recognition of length of
service and of merit. The compensation prescribed shall be subject to such limitations made by gen-
eral law.

Code 1950, § 15-384.65; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-778; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-846. Salaries and expenses of board members; administrative staff.
The board shall establish the salaries and allowances of board members in accordance with the pro-
visions of general law provided:

1. A public hearing shall be held on the salaries to be established;

2. No increase in such salaries shall be effective until the expiration of the current term of all board
members whose salaries are to be increased; and

3. Any action or procedure necessary to be taken to increase such salaries shall be completed not
later than April 15 of any year in which there is an election for board members.

Each board member, in addition to salary and allowances, shall be entitled to reasonable admin-
istrative staff support paid by the county in conformity with existing pay scales and whose duty shall
be limited exclusively to county business.

1975, c. 143, § 15.1-778.1; 1978, c. 382; 1982, c. 376; 1983, c. 152; 1988, c. 879; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-847. Budget; board to fix salaries and allowances.

Each year at least two weeks before the board must prepare its proposed annual budget, the urban
county executive shall prepare and submit to the board a budget presenting a financial plan for con-
ducting the county's affairs for the ensuing year. The budget shall be set up in the manner prescribed
by general law. Hearings thereon shall be held and notice thereof given and the budget adopted in
accordance with such general law. The board shall establish the salary and allowances of all county
employees.

Code 1950, § 15-384.66; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-779; 1966, c. 464; 1968, c. 797; 1975, c.
143; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-848. Compensation of officers and employees; fee system abolished.

All county officers and employees shall be paid regular compensation and the fee system as a method
of compensation in the county shall be abolished, except as to those officers not affected by the adop-
tion of this form of county organization and government. All such officers and employees shall, how-
ever, continue to collect all fees and charges provided for by general law, shall keep a record thereof,
and shall promptly transmit all such fees and charges collected to the director of finance, who shall
promptly receipt therefor. Such officers shall also keep such other records as are required by § 17.1-
283. All fees and commissions, which but for this section would be paid to such officers by the Com-
monwealth for services rendered, shall be paid into the county treasury.
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The excess, if any, of the fees collected by each of the officers mentioned in § 17.1-283 or collected by
anyone exercising the powers of and performing the duties of any such officers, over (i) the allowance
to which such officers would be entitled by general law but for the provisions of this section and (ii)
expenses in such amount as allowed by the Compensation Board shall be paid, one third into the
state treasury and two thirds to the county.

Any county officer or employee who fails or refuses to collect any fee which is collectible and should
be collected under the provisions of this section, or who fails or refuses to pay any fee so collected to
the county as herein provided, shall upon conviction be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.

Code 1950, § 15-384.68; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-781; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-849. Establishing times and conditions of employment; personnel management, etc.
A. A county may establish and prescribe for all county employees and, as necessary, for officers
thereof, the following provisions:

1. Normal workdays and hours of employment therein;

2. Holidays;

3. Days of vacation allowed;

4. Days of sick leave allowed;

5. Other provisions concerning the hours and conditions of employment;
6. Plans of personnel management and control;

7. Systems of retirement for all or any classes of officers and employees of the county but the adoption
of the urban county executive form of government shall in no way affect any retirement system in effect
in any such county prior to the date of adoption of such form; and

8. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, such employee benefit programs as it deems appro-
priate. In connection with some or all of such employee benefit programs, the county may enter into
voluntary salary reduction agreements with its officers and employees when such agreements are
authorized under the laws of the United States relating to federal income taxes. Any such voluntary
salary reduction agreements entered into prior to January 1, 1988, are hereby validated.

B. Any such county shall have the power to establish, alter, amend or repeal at will any provision adop-
ted under subsection A hereof.

Code 1950, § 15-384.69; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-782; 1988, c. 879; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-850. Bonds of officers.

The urban county executive shall give bond payable to the county in the amount of not less than
$5,000. The director of finance shall give bond in the amount of not less than fifteen percent of the
amount of money to be received by him annually, but he shall not be required to give a bond in excess
of five million dollars except as hereinafter provided. If the urban county executive serves also as dir-
ector of finance, he shall give bond to the full amount indicated above for the director of finance. The
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board may fix bonds in excess of these amounts and require bonds of other county officers in the
board's discretion, conditioned on the faithful discharge of their duties and the proper accounting for
all funds coming into their possession.

Code 1950, § 15-384.70; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-783; 1968, cc. 375, 797; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-851. Expedited land development review procedure.

A. A county may establish, by ordinance, a separate processing procedure for the review of pre-
liminary and final subdivision and site plans and other development plans certified by licensed pro-
fessional engineers, architects, landscape architects and land surveyors who are also licensed
pursuant to § 54.1-408 and recommended for submission by persons who have received special train-
ing in such county's land development ordinances and regulations. The purpose of such separate
review procedure is to provide a procedure to expedite the county's review of certain qualified land
development plans. If a separate procedure is established, the county shall establish within the adop-
ted ordinance the criteria for qualification of persons and whose work is eligible to use the separate
procedure as well as a procedure for determining if the qualifications are met by persons applying to
use the separate procedure. Persons who satisfy the criteria of subsection B below shall qualify as
plans examiners. Plans reviewed and recommended for submission by plans examiners and certified
by the appropriately licensed professional engineer, architect, landscape architect or land surveyor
shall qualify for the separate processing procedure.

B. The qualifications of those persons who may participate in this program shall include, but not be lim-
ited to, the following:

1. A bachelor of science degree in engineering, architecture, landscape architecture or related sci-
ence or equivalent experience or a land surveyor certified pursuant to § 54.1-408.

2. Successful completion of an educational program specified by the county.

3. A minimum of two years of land development engineering design experience acceptable to the
county.

4. Attendance at continuing educational courses specified by the county.

5. Consistent preparation and submission of plans which meet all applicable ordinances and reg-
ulations.

C. If an expedited review procedure is adopted by the board of supervisors pursuant to this section,
the board of supervisors shall establish an advisory plans examiner board which shall make recom-
mendations to the board of supervisors on the general operation of the program, on the general qual-
ifications of those who may participate in the expedited processing procedure, on initial and
continuing educational programs needed to qualify and maintain qualification for such a program, and
on the general administration and operation of such a program. In addition, the plans examiner board
shall submit recommendations to the board of supervisors as to those persons who meet the estab-
lished qualifications for participation in the program and as to whether those persons who have
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previously qualified to participate in the program should be disqualified, suspended or otherwise dis-
ciplined. The plans examiner board shall consist of six members who shall be appointed by the board
of supervisors for staggered four-year terms. Initial terms may be less than four years so as to provide
for staggered terms. The plans examiner board shall consist of three persons in private practice as
licensed professional engineers or land surveyors certified pursuant to § 54.1-408, at least one of
whom shall be a certified land surveyor; one person employed by the county government; one person
employed by the Virginia Department of Transportation who shall serve as a nonvoting advisory mem-
ber; and one citizen member. All plans examiner board members who serve as licensed engineers or
as certified surveyors must maintain their professional license or certification as a condition of holding
office, and all such persons shall have at least two years of experience in land development pro-
cedures of the county. The citizen member shall meet the qualifications provided in § 54.1-107.
However, such member, notwithstanding the proscription of provision (i) of § 54.1-107, shall have train-
ing as an engineer or surveyor and may be currently licensed, certified or practicing his profession.

D. The expedited land development program shall include an educational program conducted under
the auspices of a public institution of higher education. The instructors in the educational program
shall consist of persons in the private and public sectors who are qualified to prepare land devel-
opment plans. The educational program shall include the comprehensive and detailed study of county
ordinances and regulations relating to plans and how they are applied.

E. The separate processing system may include a review of selected or random aspects of plans
rather than a detailed review of all aspects. However, it shall also include periodic detailed review of
plans prepared by persons who qualify for the system.

F. In no event shall this section relieve persons who prepare and submit plans of the responsibilities
and obligations which they would otherwise have with regard to the preparation of plans, nor shall it
relieve the county of its obligation to review other plans in the time periods and manner prescribed by
law.

1989, c. 735, § 15.1-783.01; 1990, c. 822; 1997, c. 587; 2009, c. 309.

§ 15.2-851.1. Optional provisions of a subdivision ordinance.

A. As an alternative to the requirements of the first paragraph of subdivision 5 of § 15.2-2241, a sub-
division ordinance may include reasonable regulations and provisions that apply to or provide for the
acceptance of dedication for public use of any right-of-way located within any subdivision or section
thereof, which has constructed or proposed to be constructed within the subdivision or section thereof,
any street, curb, gutter, sidewalk, bicycle trail, drainage or sewerage system, waterline as part of a pub-
lic system or other improvement dedicated for public use, and maintained by the locality, the Com-
monwealth, or other public agency, and for the provision of other site-related improvements required
by local ordinances for vehicular ingress and egress, including traffic signalization and control, for pub-
lic access streets, for structures necessary to ensure stability of critical slopes, and for storm water
management facilities, financed or to be financed in whole or in part by private funds only if the owner
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or developer (i) certifies to the governing body that the construction costs have been paid to the per-
son constructing such facilities; (ii) furnishes to the governing body a certified check or cash escrow in
the amount of the estimated costs of construction; (iii) furnishes a personal, corporate, or property
bond, with surety satisfactory to the governing body or its designated administrative agency, in an
amount sufficient for and conditioned upon the construction of such facilities, or a contract for the con-
struction of such facilities and the contractor's bond, with like surety, in like amount and so con-
ditioned; or (iv) furnishes to the governing body a bank or savings institution's letter of credit on certain
designated funds satisfactory to the governing body or its designated administrative agency as to the
bank or savings institution, the amount, and the form. If the owner or developer has not met all pre-
vious land development obligations in accordance with all development agreements with the locality
as determined by the governing body or its designated administrative agency for the previous seven
years, then a personal, corporate, or property bond may be disallowed by the governing body as secur-
ity for such facilities, and in such event, security for such facilities shall be restricted to a certified
check, cash escrow, or a letter of credit that meets the requirements of clause (iv) herein. The amount
of such certified check, cash escrow, bond, or letter of credit shall not exceed the total of the estimated
cost of construction based on current unit prices for new public or private sector construction in the loc-
ality and a reasonable allowance for estimated administrative costs, inflation, and potential damage to
existing roads or utilities, which shall not exceed 25% of the estimated construction costs. However, if
for the previous seven years the owner or developer has not met all previous land development oblig-
ations in accordance with all development agreements with the locality as determined by the gov-
erning body or its designated administrative agency, the governing body may require that the
allowance for estimated administrative costs, inflation, and potential damage to existing roads or util-
ities be greater than 25% of the estimated construction costs, but not to exceed 50% of the estimated
construction costs. "Developer," as used in this section, means any owner, builder, subdivider or other
person or entity engaged in the land development process and shall include their principals, officers,
members, managers, partners, alter egos, and members of the immediate family related to any of the
foregoing. "Such facilities," as used in this section, means those facilities specifically provided for in
this section.

B. As an alternative to the requirements of subsection E of § 15.2-2245, a subdivision ordinance may
provide that upon written request by the subdivider or developer, the governing body or its designated
administrative agency shall be required to make periodic partial releases of such bond, escrow, letter
of credit, or other performance guarantee in a cumulative amount equal to no less than 90% of the ori-
ginal amount for which the bond, escrow, letter of credit, or other performance guarantee was taken,
and may make partial releases to such lower amounts as may be authorized by the governing body or
its designated administrative agency based upon the percentage of public facilities completed and
approved by the governing body, local administrative agency, or state agency having jurisdiction. If
the subdivider or developer has not met all previous land development obligations in accordance with
all development agreements with the locality as determined by the governing body or its designated
administrative agency for the previous seven years prior to the written request for partial release, the
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cumulative amount released may be equal to no less than 80% of the original amount for which the
bond, escrow, letter of credit, or other performance guarantee was taken. "Subdivider" and
"developer," as used in this section, mean any owner, builder, subdivider, or other person or entity
engaged in the land development process and shall include their principals, officers, members, man-
agers, partners, alter egos, and members of the immediate family related to any of the foregoing. Peri-
odic partial releases may not occur before the completion of at least 30% of the public facilities
covered by any bond, escrow, letter of credit, or other performance guarantee. The governing body or
administrative agency shall not be required to execute more than three periodic partial releases in any
12-month period. Upon final completion and acceptance of the public facilities, the governing body or
administrative agency shall release any remaining bond, escrow, letter of credit, or other performance
guarantee to the subdivider or developer. For the purpose of final release, the term "acceptance"
means when the public facility is accepted by and taken over for operation and maintenance by the
state agency, local government department or agency, or other public authority which is responsible
for maintaining and operating such public facility upon acceptance.

2006, c. 736.

§ 15.2-852. Disclosures in land use proceedings.

A. Each individual member of the board of supervisors, the planning commission, and the board of
zoning appeals in any proceeding before each such body involving an application for a special excep-
tion or variance or involving an application for amendment of a zoning ordinance map, which does not
constitute the adoption of a comprehensive zoning plan, an ordinance applicable throughout the
county, or an application filed by the board of supervisors that involves more than 10 parcels that are
owned by different individuals, trusts, corporations, or other entities, shall, prior to any hearing on the
matter or at such hearing, make a full public disclosure of any business or financial relationship which
such member has, or has had within the 12-month period prior to such hearing, (i) with the applicantin
such case, or (ii) with the title owner, contract purchaser or lessee of the land that is the subject of the
application, except, in the case of a condominium, with the title owner, contract purchaser, or lessee of
10% or more of the units in the condominium, or (iii) if any of the foregoing is a trustee (other than a
trustee under a corporate mortgage or deed of trust securing one or more issues of corporate mort-
gage bonds), with any trust beneficiary having an interest in such land, or (iv) with the agent, attorney
or real estate broker of any of the foregoing. For the purpose of this subsection, "business or financial
relationship" means any relationship (other than any ordinary customer or depositor relationship with
a retail establishment, public utility or bank) such member, or any member of the member's immediate
household, either directly or by way of a partnership in which any of them is a partner, employee,
agent or attorney, or through a partner of any of them, or through a corporation in which any of them is
an officer, director, employee, agent or attorney or holds 10 percent or more of the outstanding bonds
or shares of stock of a particular class, has, or has had within the 12-month period prior to such hear-
ing, with the applicant in the case, or with the title owner, contract purchaser or lessee of the subject
land, except, in the case of a condominium, with the title owner, contract purchaser, or lessee of 10%
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or more of the units in the condominium, or with any of the other persons above specified. For the pur-
pose of this subsection "business or financial relationship" also means the receipt by the member, or
by any person, firm, corporation or committee in his behalf from the applicant in the case or from the
title owner, contract purchaser or lessee of the subject land, except, in the case of a condominium,
with the title owner, contract purchaser, or lessee of 10% or more of the units in the condominium, or
from any of the other persons above specified, during the 12-month period prior to the hearing in such
case, of any gift or donation having a value of more than $100, singularly or in the aggregate.

If at the time of the hearing in any such case such member has a relationship of employee-employer,
agent-principal, or attorney-client with the applicant in the case or with the title owner, contract pur-
chaser or lessee of the subject land except, in the case of a condominium, with the title owner, con-
tract purchaser, or lessee of 10% or more of the units in the condominium, or with any of the other
persons above specified, that member shall, prior to any hearing on the matter or at such hearing,
make a full public disclosure of such employee-employer, agent-principal, or attorney-client rela-
tionship and shall be ineligible to vote or participate in any way in such case or in any hearing
thereon.

B. In any case described in subsection A pending before the board of supervisors, planning com-
mission or board of zoning appeals, the applicant in the case shall, prior to any hearing on the matter,
file with the board or commission a statement in writing and under oath identifying by name and last
known address each person, corporation, partnership or other association specified in the first para-
graph of subsection A. The requirements of this section shall be applicable only with respect to those
so identified.

C. Any person knowingly and willfully violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class
1 misdemeanor.

1968, c. 774, § 15.1-73.4; 1970, c. 654; 1988, c. 879; 1997, c. 587; 2004, cc. 498, 552; 2006, cc. 9,
287,317, 2014, c. 743.

Article 3 - Human Rights

§ 15.2-853. Commission on human rights; human rights ordinance.

A county may enact an ordinance prohibiting discrimination in housing, real estate transactions,
employment, public accommodations, credit, and education on the basis of race, color, religion, sex,
pregnancy, childbirth or related medical conditions, national origin, military status, age, marital status,
sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability. The board may enact an ordinance establishing a
local commission on human rights that shall have the following powers and duties:

1. To promote policies to ensure that all persons be afforded equal opportunity;

2. To serve as an agency for receiving, investigating, holding hearings, processing, and assisting in
the voluntary resolution of complaints regarding discriminatory practices occurring within the county;


http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0498
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0552
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0009
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0287
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0317
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?141+ful+CHAP0743

3. With the approval of the county attorney, to seek, through appropriate enforcement authorities, pre-
vention of or relief from a violation of any ordinance prohibiting discrimination; and

4. To exercise such other powers and duties as provided in this article. However, the commission
shall have no power itself to issue subpoenas, award damages, or grant injunctive relief.

For the purposes of this article, unless the context requires otherwise:

"Military status" means status as (i) a member of the uniformed forces, as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101
(a)(5), of the United States or a reserve component thereof named under 10 U.S.C. § 10101, (ii) a vet-
eran as defined in 38 U.S.C. § 101(2), or (iii) a dependent as defined in 50 U.S.C. § 3911(4) except
that the support provided by the service member to the individual shall have been provided 180 days
immediately preceding an alleged action that if proven true would constitute unlawful discrimination
under this section instead of 180 days immediately preceding an application for relief under 50 U.S.C.
Chapter 50.

"Person" means one or more individuals, labor unions, partnerships, corporations, associations, legal
representatives, mutual companies, joint-stock companies, trusts, or unincorporated organizations.

1986, c. 495, § 15.1-783.1; 1989, c. 355; 1997, cc. 404, 587; 2020, cc. 1137, 1140; 2021, Sp. Sess. |,
cc.477,478.

§ 15.2-854. Investigations.

Whenever the commission on human rights has a reasonable cause to believe that any person has
engaged in, or is engaging in, any violation of a county ordinance that prohibits discrimination due to
race, color, religion, sex, pregnancy, childbirth or related medical conditions, national origin, military
status, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability, and, after making a good
faith effort to obtain the data, information, and attendance of witnesses necessary to determine
whether such violation has occurred, is unable to obtain such data, information, or attendance, it may
request the county attorney to petition the judge of the general district court for its jurisdiction for a sub-
poena against any such person refusing to produce such data and information or refusing to appear
as a witness, and the judge of such court may, upon good cause shown, cause the subpoena to be
issued. Any witness subpoena issued under this section shall include a statement that any statements
made will be under oath and that the respondent or other witness is entitled to be represented by an
attorney. Any person failing to comply with a subpoena issued under this section shall be subject to
punishment for contempt by the court issuing the subpoena. Any person so subpoenaed may apply to
the judge who issued a subpoena to quash it.

1986, c. 495, § 15.1-783.2; 1994, c. 873; 1997, cc. 404, 587; 2020, cc. 1137, 1140; 2021, Sp. Sess. |,
cc.477,478.

Article 4 - ELECTION DISTRICTS

§ 15.2-855. Division of county into districts; functions of districts; appointees to planning com-
mission and school board.
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Within ninety days after the adoption of the urban county executive form of government, the board,
after holding a public hearing thereon, shall divide the county into from five to eleven districts. Each
district shall be composed of contiguous and compact territory and shall be so constituted as to give,
as nearly as is practicable, representation in proportion to the population in the district.

These districts shall serve as the electoral divisions for elections of members of the urban county
board of supervisors, and as sanitary districts under the provisions of Article 5 (§ 15.2-858), and shall
have such other functions as are specified herein.

Each district shall have at least one of its residents who is a qualified voter of the district appointed to
the local planning commission of the county and to the county school board. Each member of the
county school board shall be appointed for terms and serve in accordance with all the provisions of §
15.2-837.

Code 1950, § 15-384.74; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-787; 1966, c. 464; 1968, c. 797; 1971, Ex.
Sess., c. 201; 1973, c. 545; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-856. Changes in boundaries of districts.

After the publication of the official results of each United States decennial census, the board shall
make such changes in district boundaries as are required to meet the tests of equitable population dis-
tribution among the districts with a minimum disruption of the then existing district pattern of service. In
1971 and every ten years thereafter, and also whenever the boundaries of such districts are changed,
the board shall reapportion the representation in the governing body among the districts, and may,
within the limits established in § 15.2-855, increase or decrease the number of districts.

Each such reapportionment, other than decennial, shall become effective on January 1 following the
year in which it occurs. If such reapportionment, other than decennial, results in the creation of a dis-
trict or districts in which no member of the governing body resides, such vacancy shall be filled in the
manner provided for by § 15.2-802. Each decennial reapportionment shall become effective as
provided in § 24.2-311.

Code 1950, § 15-384.75; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-788; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 201; 1972, c. 852;
1981, c. 12; 1990, c. 500; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-857. Judicial review; mandamus.

Whenever the board changes the boundaries, or increases or diminishes the number of districts, or
reapportions the representation in the board as prescribed hereinabove, such action shall not be sub-
ject to judicial review, except as otherwise provided in § 24.2-304.4. Whenever the board fails to reap-
portion the representation among the districts of such county, or fails to change the boundaries of
districts, mandamus shall lie on behalf of any citizen thereof to compel performance by the board.

1971, Ex. Sess., c. 201, § 15.1-788.1; 1997, c. 587.
Article 5 - SANITARY DISTRICTS WITHIN URBAN COUNTIES

§ 15.2-858. Creation, enlargement, contraction, etc., of sanitary districts.
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A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no court shall entertain any petition filed for the cre-
ation, enlargement, contraction, merger, consolidation or dissolution of a district authorized to be cre-
ated in accordance with the provisions of Chapters 2 (§ 21-112.22 et seq.), 6 (§ 21-292 etseq.), 7 (§
21-427 etseq.), or 8 (§ 21-428 et seq.) of Title 21, Chapter 161, Acts of the Assembly of 1926, as
amended, or any other law providing for the creation of those subdivisions referred to generally as san-
itary or small districts hereinafter referred to as "sanitary districts." No petition for the creation, enlarge-
ment, contraction, merger, consolidation or dissolution of a sanitary district filed by any person or
group of persons shall be of any effect and any court in which the petition is filed shall forthwith strike
the petition from its dockets and no further proceedings thereon shall be had.

B. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, each district created under the provisions of § 15.2-855
shall be a sanitary district with all the rights and powers conferred on sanitary districts by general law.
However, no incorporated town shall be included within any sanitary district without the consent of the
council of such town.

Every sanitary district and every small and local sanitary district existing in the county shall be dis-
solved on the date that the form of government herein becomes effective and each shall at that time be
recreated as a small district or small districts within the respective sanitary districts. The county shall
assume the liabilities of the sanitary district and shall own all its properties and the existing assets
less the liabilities assumed of such sanitary district shall be used by the board as a factor in estab-
lishing service charges within the small district or small districts. The services provided by the former
sanitary districts shall be continued by the county in the new small districts.

Every small and local sanitary district existing in the county on the date that the form of government
herein becomes effective shall at that time be continued as small and local sanitary districts, and such
small and local districts, and all small and local districts hereafter created pursuant to this article shall
be deemed sanitary districts for the purpose of borrowing of funds and issuance of bonds for projects
within such small districts as provided for by law for sanitary districts.

Nothing in this section shall affect any sanitary district existing at the time of adoption of this form of
government in which bonds of the district have been issued and for as long as such bonds are out-
standing.

C. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the board shall have the power and authority with
regard to the creation, enlargement, contraction, merger, consolidation or dissolution of small districts
and local districts within such county that is granted to the circuit court for the county in connection
therewith by Title 21 and by Chapter 161 of the Acts of the Assembly of 1926 as amended.

D. The board may create, enlarge, contract, merge, consolidate and dissolve small and local districts,
by resolution, after giving notice of its intention to do so by publishing notice in a newspaper having
general circulation in the county in the manner specified by § 15.2-1427 for the adoption of county
ordinances and after conducting a public hearing on the proposed resolution. Any such district may be
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described in the resolution either by a metes and bounds description or by a description that uses com-
monly known landmarks or geographic maps.

Code 1950, § 15-384.78; 1960, c. 382; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-791; 1966, c. 464; 1968, c. 797; 1970, c.
218; 1977, c. 231; 1997, c. 587; 2004, c. 561.

Subtitle Il - POWERS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Chapter 9 - GENERAL POWERS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS
Article 1 - PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY; NUISANCES

§ 15.2-900. Abatement or removal of nuisances by localities; recovery of costs.

In addition to the remedy provided by § 48-5 and any other remedy provided by law, any locality may
maintain an action to compel a responsible party to abate, raze, or remove a public nuisance. If the
public nuisance presents an imminent and immediate threat to life or property, then the locality may
abate, raze, or remove such public nuisance, and a locality may bring an action against the respons-
ible party to recover the necessary costs incurred for the provision of public emergency services reas-
onably required to abate any such public nuisance.

The term "nuisance" includes, but is not limited to, dangerous or unhealthy substances which have
escaped, spilled, been released or which have been allowed to accumulate in or on any place and all
unsafe, dangerous, or unsanitary public or private buildings, walls, or structures which constitute a
menace to the health and safety of the occupants thereof or the public. The term "responsible party"
includes, but is not limited to, the owner, occupier, or possessor of the premises where the nuisance is
located, the owner or agent of the owner of the material which escaped, spilled, or was released and
the owner or agent of the owner who was transporting or otherwise responsible for such material and
whose acts or negligence caused such public nuisance.

1990, c. 674, § 15.1-29.21; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-901. Locality may provide for removal or disposal of trash and clutter, cutting of grass,
weeds, and running bamboo; penalty in certain counties; penalty.
A. Any locality may, by ordinance, provide that:

1. The owners of property therein shall, at such time or times as the governing body may prescribe,
remove therefrom any and all trash, garbage, refuse, litter, clutter, except on land zoned for or in active
farming operation, and other substances that might endanger the health or safety of other residents of
such locality, or may, whenever the governing body deems it necessary, after reasonable notice, have
such trash, garbage, refuse, litter, clutter, except on land zoned for or in active farming operation, and
other like substances that might endanger the health of other residents of the locality removed by its
own agents or employees, in which event the cost or expenses thereof shall be chargeable to and
paid by the owners of such property and may be collected by the locality as taxes are collected. For
purposes of this section, "clutter" includes mechanical equipment, household furniture, containers,


http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0561
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/48-5/

and similar items that may be detrimental to the well-being of a community when they are left in public
view for an extended period or are allowed to accumulate.

2. Trash, garbage, refuse, litter, clutter, except on land zoned for or in active farming operation, and
other debris shall be disposed of in personally owned or privately owned receptacles that are
provided for such use and for the use of the persons disposing of such matter or in authorized facilities
provided for such purpose and in no other manner not authorized by law.

3. The owners of occupied or vacant developed or undeveloped property therein, including such prop-
erty upon which buildings or other improvements are located, shall cut the grass, weeds, and other for-
eign growth, including running bamboo as defined in § 15.2-901.1, on such property or any part
thereof at such time or times as the governing body shall prescribe, or may, whenever the governing
body deems it necessary, after reasonable notice as determined by the locality, have such grass,
weeds, or other foreign growth cut by its agents or employees, in which event the cost and expenses
thereof shall be chargeable to and paid by the owner of such property and may be collected by the loc-
ality as taxes are collected. For purposes of this provision, one written notice per growing season to
the owner of record of the subject property shall be considered reasonable notice. No such ordinance
adopted by any county shall have any force and effect within the corporate limits of any town. No such
ordinance adopted by any county having a density of population of less than 500 per square mile shall
have any force or effect except within the boundaries of platted subdivisions or any other areas zoned
for residential, business, commercial, or industrial use. No such ordinance shall be applicable to land
zoned for or in active farming operation. However, in any locality located in Planning District 6, no
such ordinance shall be applicable to land zoned for agricultural use unless such lot is one acre or
less in area and used for a residential purpose. In any locality within Planning District 23, such ordin-
ance may also include provisions for cutting overgrown shrubs, trees, and other such vegetation.

4. The owners of any land, regardless of zoning classification, used for the interment of human

remains shall cut the grass, weeds, and other foreign growth, including running bamboo as defined in
§ 15.2-901.1, on such property or any part thereof at such time or times as the governing body shall
prescribe, or may, whenever the governing body deems it necessary, after reasonable notice as
determined by the locality, have such grass, weeds, or other foreign growth cut by its agents or employ-
ees, in which event the cost and expenses thereof shall be chargeable to and paid by the owner of
such property and may be collected by the locality as taxes are collected. For purposes of this pro-
vision, one written notice per growing season to the owner of record of the subject property shall be
considered reasonable notice. No such ordinance shall be applicable to land owned by an individual,
family, property owners' association as defined in § 55.1-1800, or church.

B. Every charge authorized by this section with which the owner of any such property shall have been
assessed and which remains unpaid shall constitute a lien against such property ranking on a parity
with liens for unpaid local real estate taxes and enforceable in the same manner as provided in
Articles 3 (§ 58.1-3940 et seq.) and 4 (§ 58.1-3965 et seq.) of Chapter 39 of Title 58.1. A locality may
waive such liens in order to facilitate the sale of the property. Such liens may be waived only as to a



purchaser who is unrelated by blood or marriage to the owner and who has no business association
with the owner. All such liens shall remain a personal obligation of the owner of the property at the
time the liens were imposed.

C. The governing body of any locality may by ordinance provide that violations of this section shall be
subject to a civil penalty, not to exceed $50 for the first violation, or violations arising from the same set
of operative facts. The civil penalty for subsequent violations not arising from the same set of operative
facts within 12 months of the first violation shall not exceed $200. Each business day during which the
same violation is found to have existed shall constitute a separate offense. In no event shall a series
of specified violations arising from the same set of operative facts result in civil penalties that exceed a
total of $3,000 in a 12-month period.

D. Except as provided in this subsection, adoption of an ordinance pursuant to subsection C shall be
in lieu of criminal penalties and shall preclude prosecution of such violation as a misdemeanor. The
governing body of any locality may, however, by ordinance provide that such violations shall be a
Class 3 misdemeanor in the event three civil penalties have previously been imposed on the same
defendant for the same or similar violation, not arising from the same set of operative facts, within a
24-month period. Classifying such subsequent violations as criminal offenses shall preclude the
imposition of civil penalties for the same violation.

Code 1950, § 15-14; 1962, cc. 400, 623, § 15.1-11; 1964, c. 31; 1968, c. 423; 1974, c. 655; 1978, c.
533; 1983, cc. 192, 390; 1990, c. 177; 1992, c. 649; 1994, c. 167; 1997, c. 587; 1999, c. 174; 2000, c.
740: 2001, c. 750; 2003, c. 829; 2008, c. 275; 2009, c. 446; 2010, cc. 161, 403, 641; 2011, cc. 542,
695: 2012, cc. 311, 403, 430, 431: 2013, cc. 189, 490, 508; 2014, cc. 383, 384, 385: 2017, cc. 118,
213, 392, 610; 2020, cc. 13, 136, 399, 597; 2021, Sp. Sess. |, c. 125.

§ 15.2-901.1. Locality may provide for control of running bamboo; civil penalty.
A. For purposes of this section, "running bamboo" means any bamboo that is characterized by
aggressive spreading behavior, including species in the genus Phyllostachys.

B. Any locality may, by ordinance, provide that:

1. No landowner shall allow running bamboo to grow without proper upkeep and appropriate con-
tainment measures, including barriers or trenching; and

2. No landowner shall allow running bamboo to spread from his property to any public right-of-way or
adjoining property not owned by the landowner.

C. A violation of a running bamboo ordinance authorized by this section shall be subject to a civil pen-
alty, not to exceed $50 for the first violation or violations arising from the same set of operative facts.
The civil penalty for subsequent violations not arising from the same set of operative facts within 12
months of the first violation shall not exceed $200. Each business day during which the same violation
is found to have existed shall constitute a separate offense. In no event shall a series of specified viol-
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ations arising from the same set of operative facts result in civil penalties that exceed a total of $3,000
in a 12-month period.

D. No violation of a running bamboo ordinance arising from the same set of operative facts shall be
subject to a civil penalty under both (i) an ordinance adopted pursuant to this section and (ii) an ordin-
ance adopted pursuantto § 15.2-901.

2017, cc. 213, 392.

§ 15.2-902. Authority of locality to control certain noxious weeds.

A. Any locality may by ordinance prevent, control and abate the growth, importation, spread and con-
tamination of uninfested lands by the species of grass Sorghum halepense, commonly known as John-
son grass or by the woody shrub rosa multiflora, commonly known as multiflora rose.

The Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services is authorized to provide financial and
technical assistance to, and enter into agreements with, any locality which adopts an ordinance for the
control of Johnson grass or multiflora rose.

B. Any locality may by ordinance control the growth of musk thistle, the weed designated as Carduus
nutans L., a biennial weed of the Compositae family, or curled thistle, the weed designated as Car-
duus acanthoides L., an annual and biennial weed of the Compositae family. Any such musk thistle or
curled thistle growing in the locality may be declared a public nuisance and noxious weed, harmful to
plant and grass growth and to pastures, and may be destroyed.

1984, c. 216, § 15.1-28.4; 1997, c. 587; 2008, c. 860.

§ 15.2-903. Ordinances taxing and regulating "automobile graveyards," "junkyards," and certain
vacant and abandoned property.

A. Any locality may adopt ordinances imposing license taxes upon and otherwise regulating the main-
tenance and operation of places commonly known as automobile graveyards and junkyards and may
prescribe fines and other punishment for violations of such ordinances.

No such ordinance shall be adopted until after notice of the proposed ordinance has been published
once a week for two successive weeks in a newspaper having general circulation in the locality. The
ordinance need not be advertised in full, but may be advertised by reference. Every such advert-
isement shall contain a descriptive summary of the proposed ordinance and a reference to the place
or places within the locality where copies of the proposed ordinance may be examined.

As used in this section the terms "automobile graveyard" and "junkyard" have the meanings ascribed
to them in § 33.2-804.

B. The Counties of Bedford, Campbell, Caroline, Fauquier, Rockbridge, Shenandoah, Tazewell, War-
ren and York may adopt an ordinance imposing the screening of automobile graveyards and junk-
yards, unless screening is impractical due to topography, as set forth in § 33.2-804. Any such
ordinance may apply to any automobile graveyard or junkyard within the boundaries of such county
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regardless of the date on which any such automobile graveyard or junkyard may have come into exist-
ence, notwithstanding the provisions of § 33.2-804.

C. The City of Newport News may adopt an ordinance imposing screening or landscape screening for
retail or commercial properties that have been vacant or abandoned for more than three years within
designated areas consistent with the city's comprehensive plan.

Code 1950, § 15-18; 1956, c. 672; 1958, c. 552; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-28; 1968, c. 409; 1993, c. 714;
1995, c. 207; 1997, c. 587; 1998, c. 180; 2001, c. 10; 2004, c. 493; 2005, c. 702; 2006, cc. 669, 722.

§ 15.2-904. Authority to restrict keeping of inoperable motor vehicles, etc., on residential or com-
mercial property; removal of such vehicles; penalty.

A. Any locality may, by ordinance, provide that it shall be unlawful for any person to keep, except
within a fully enclosed building or structure or otherwise shielded or screened from view, on any prop-
erty zoned for residential or commercial or agricultural purposes any motor vehicle, trailer or
semitrailer, as such are defined in § 46.2-100, which is inoperable. Any locality in addition may, by
ordinance, limit the number of inoperable motor vehicles which any person may keep outside of a fully
enclosed building or structure, but which are shielded or screened from view by covers. As used in
this section, an "inoperable motor vehicle" may, at the election of the locality, mean any one or more of
the following: (i) any motor vehicle which is not in operating condition; (ii) any motor vehicle which for
a period of 60 days or longer has been partially or totally disassembled by the removal of tires and
wheels, the engine, or other essential parts required for operation of the vehicle; or (iii) any motor
vehicle on which there are displayed neither valid license plates nor a valid inspection decal.
However, the provisions of this section shall not apply to a licensed business which on June 26, 1970,
is regularly engaged in business as an automobile dealer, salvage dealer or scrap processor.

B. Any locality may, by ordinance, further provide that: (i) the owners of property zoned for residential,
commercial or agricultural purposes shall, at such time or times as the locality prescribes, remove
therefrom any such inoperable motor vehicles, trailers or semitrailers that are not kept within a fully
enclosed building or structure; (ii) such locality through its own agents or employees may remove any
such inoperable motor vehicles, trailers or semitrailers, whenever the owner of the premises, after reas-
onable notice, has failed to do so; (iii) in the event such locality, through its own agents or employees,
removes any such motor vehicles, trailers or semitrailers, after having given such reasonable notice,
such locality may dispose of such motor vehicles, trailers or semitrailers after giving additional notice
to the owner of the vehicle; (iv) the cost of any such removal and disposal shall be chargeable to the
owner of the vehicle or premises and may be collected by the locality as taxes are collected; and (v)
every cost authorized by this section with which the owner of the premises has been assessed shall
constitute a lien against the property from which the vehicle was removed, the lien to continue until
actual payment of such costs has been made to the locality. Notwithstanding the other provisions of
this subsection, if the owner of such vehicle can demonstrate that he is actively restoring or repairing
the vehicle, and if itis shielded or screened from view, the vehicle and one additional inoperative
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motor vehicle that is shielded or screened from view and being used for the restoration or repair may
remain on the property.

C. The governing body of any locality may by ordinance provide that violations of this section shall be
subject to a civil penalty, which may be imposed in accordance with the provisions of § 15.2-2209.

D. Except as provided in this subsection, adoption of an ordinance pursuant to subsection C shall be
in lieu of criminal penalties and shall preclude prosecution of such violation as a misdemeanor. The
governing body of any locality may, however, by ordinance provide that such violations shall be a
Class 3 misdemeanor in the event three civil penalties have previously been imposed on the same
defendant for the same or similar violation, not arising from the same set of operative facts, within a
24-month period. Classifying such subsequent violations as criminal offenses shall preclude the
imposition of civil penalties for the same violation.

E. As used in this section, notwithstanding any other provision of law, general or special, "shielded or
screened from view" means not visible by someone standing at ground level from outside of the prop-
erty on which the subject vehicle is located.

1966, c. 390, § 15.1-11.1; 1970, c. 196; 1972, c. 572; 1973, c. 395; 1982, c. 368; 1985, c. 289; 1986, c.
245; 1989, c. 404: 1997, c. 587; 2003, c. 829; 2004, cc. 513, 934; 2005, cc. 465, 775.

§ 15.2-905. Authority to restrict keeping of inoperable motor vehicles, etc., on residential or com-
mercial property; removal of such vehicles.

A. The governing bodies of the Counties of Albemarle, Arlington, Fairfax, Henrico, Loudoun, Prince
George, and Prince William; any town located, wholly or partly, in such counties; and the Cities of
Alexandria, Fairfax, Falls Church, Hampton, Hopewell, Lynchburg, Manassas, Manassas Park, New-
port News, Petersburg, Portsmouth, Roanoke, and Suffolk may by ordinance prohibit any person from
keeping, except within a fully enclosed building or structure or otherwise shielded or screened from
view, on any property zoned or used for residential purposes, or on any property zoned for commercial
or agricultural purposes, any motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, as such are defined in § 46.2-100,
which is inoperable.

The locality in addition may by ordinance limit the number of inoperable motor vehicles that any per-
son may keep outside of a fully enclosed building or structure.

As used in this section, notwithstanding any other provision of law, general or special, "shielded or
screened from view" means not visible by someone standing at ground level from outside of the prop-
erty on which the subject vehicle is located.

As used in this section, an "inoperable motor vehicle" means any motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer
which is not in operating condition; or does not display valid license plates; or does not display an
inspection decal that is valid or does display an inspection decal that has been expired for more than
60 days. The provisions of this section shall not apply to a licensed business that is regularly engaged
in business as an automobile dealer, salvage dealer or scrap processor.
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B. The locality may, by ordinance, further provide that the owners of property zoned or used for res-
idential purposes, or zoned for commercial or agricultural purposes, shall, at such time or times as the
governing body may prescribe, remove therefrom any inoperable motor vehicle that is not kept within

a fully enclosed building or structure. The locality may remove the inoperable motor vehicle, whenever
the owner of the premises, after reasonable notice, has failed to do so. Notwithstanding the other pro-
visions of this subsection, if the owner of such vehicle can demonstrate that he is actively restoring or
repairing the vehicle, and if it is shielded or screened from view, the vehicle and one additional inop-
erative motor vehicle that is shielded or screened from view and being used for the restoration or
repair may remain on the property.

In the event the locality removes the inoperable motor vehicle, after having given such reasonable
notice, it may dispose of the vehicle after giving additional notice to the owner of the premises. The
cost of the removal and disposal may be charged to either the owner of the inoperable vehicle or the
owner of the premises and the cost may be collected by the locality as taxes are collected. Every cost
authorized by this section with which the owner of the premises has been assessed shall constitute a
lien against the property from which the inoperable vehicle was removed, the lien to continue until
actual payment of the cost has been made to the locality.

1991, c. 673, § 15.1-11.03; 1992, c. 490; 1995, c. 58; 1997, cc. 587, 741; 1999, c. 901; 2004, cc. 508,
934: 2005, c. 775; 2013, c. 364; 2014, cc. 606, 731.

§ 15.2-906. Authority to require removal, repair, etc., of buildings and other structures.
Any locality may, by ordinance, provide that:

1. The owners of property therein, shall at such time or times as the governing body may prescribe,
remove, repair or secure any building, wall or any other structure that might endanger the public health
or safety of other residents of such locality;

2. The locality through its own agents or employees may remove, repair or secure any building, wall or
any other structure that might endanger the public health or safety of other residents of such locality, if
the owner and lienholder of such property, after reasonable notice and a reasonable time to do so, has
failed to remove, repair, or secure the building, wall or other structure. For purposes of this section,
repair may include maintenance work to the exterior of a building to prevent deterioration of the build-
ing or adjacent buildings. For purposes of this section, reasonable notice includes a written notice (i)
mailed by certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, sent to the last known address of the
property owner and (ii) published once a week for two successive weeks in a newspaper having gen-
eral circulation in the locality. No action shall be taken by the locality to remove, repair, or secure any
building, wall, or other structure for at least 30 days following the later of the return of the receipt or
newspaper publication, except that the locality may take action to prevent unauthorized access to the
building within seven days of such notice if the structure is deemed to pose a significant threat to pub-
lic safety and such fact is stated in the notice;
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3. In the event that the locality, through its own agents or employees, removes, repairs, or secures any
building, wall, or any other structure after complying with the notice provisions of this section or as oth-
erwise permitted under the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code in the event of an emergency,
the cost or expenses thereof shall be chargeable to and paid by the owners of such property and may
be collected by the locality as taxes are collected;

4. Every charge authorized by this section or § 15.2-900 with which the owner of any such property
has been assessed and that remains unpaid shall constitute a lien against such property ranking on a
parity with liens for unpaid local real estate taxes and enforceable in the same manner as provided in
Articles 3 (§ 58.1-3940 et seq.) and 4 (§ 58.1-3965 et seq.) of Chapter 39 of Title 58.1. A locality may
waive such liens in order to facilitate the sale of the property. Such liens may be waived only as to a
purchaser who is unrelated by blood or marriage to the owner and who has no business association
with the owner. All such liens shall remain a personal obligation of the owner of the property at the
time the liens were imposed;

5. Notwithstanding the foregoing, with the written consent of the property owner, a locality may,
through its agents or employees, demolish or remove a derelict nonresidential building or structure
provided that such building or structure is neither located within or determined to be a contributing
property within a state or local historic district nor individually designated in the Virginia Landmarks
Register. The property owner's written consent shall identify whether the property is subject to a first
lien evidenced by a recorded deed of trust or mortgage and, if so, shall document the property owner's
best reasonable efforts to obtain the consent of the first lienholder or the first lienholder's authorized
agent. The costs of such demolition or removal shall constitute a lien against such property. In the
event the consent of the first lienholder or the first lienholder's authorized agent is obtained, such lien
shall rank on a parity with liens for unpaid local taxes and be enforceable in the same manner as
provided in subdivision 4. In the event the consent of the first lienholder or the first lienholder's author-
ized agent is not obtained, such lien shall be subordinate to that first lien but shall otherwise be sub-
ject to subdivision 4; and

6. A locality may prescribe civil penalties, not to exceed a total of $1,000, for violations of any ordin-
ance adopted pursuant to this section.

1968, c. 423, § 15.1-11.2; 1992, c. 372; 1994, c. 505; 1995, c. 651; 1996, c. 235; 1997, c. 587; 1999, c.
174: 2003, c. 207; 2004, c. 968; 2006, c. 460; 2013, cc. 734, 770; 2017, cc. 118, 400, 610.

§ 15.2-906.1. Expired.
Expired.

§ 15.2-907. Authority to require removal, repair, etc., of buildings and other structures harboring
illegal drug use or other criminal activity.
A. As used in this section:

"Affidavit" means the affidavit sworn to under oath prepared by a locality in accordance with sub-
division B 1 a.
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"Commercial sex acts" means any specific activities that would constitute a criminal act under Article
3 (§ 18.2-346 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 18.2 or a substantially similar local ordinance if a criminal
charge were to be filed against the individual perpetrator of such criminal activity.

"Controlled substance" means illegally obtained controlled substances or marijuana, as defined in §
54.1-3401.

"Corrective action" means (i) taking specific actions with respect to the buildings or structures on prop-
erty that are reasonably expected to abate criminal blight on such real property, including the removal,
repair, or securing of any building, wall, or other structure, or (ii) changing specific policies, practices,
and procedures of the real property owner that are reasonably expected to abate criminal blight on
real property. A local law-enforcement official shall prepare an affidavit on behalf of the locality that
states specific actions to be taken on the part of the property owner that the locality determines are
necessary to abate the identified criminal blight on such real property and that do notimpose an
undue financial burden on the owner.

"Criminal blight" means a condition existing on real property that endangers the public health or safety
of residents of a locality and is caused by (i) the regular presence on the property of persons in pos-
session or under the influence of controlled substances; (ii) the regular use of the property for the pur-
pose of illegally possessing, manufacturing, or distributing controlled substances; (iii) the regular use
of the property for the purpose of engaging in commercial sex acts; or (iv) the discharge of a firearm
that would constitute a criminal act under Article 4 ( § 18.2-279 et seq.) of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2 or a
substantially similar local ordinance if a criminal charge were to be filed against the individual per-
petrator of such criminal activity.

"Law-enforcement official" means an official designated to enforce criminal laws within a locality, or
an agent of such law-enforcement official. The law-enforcement official shall coordinate with the build-
ing or fire code official of the locality as otherwise provided under applicable laws and regulations.

"Owner" means the record owner of real property.
"Property" means real property.
B. Any locality may, by ordinance, provide that:

1. The locality may require the owner of real property to undertake corrective action, or the locality may
undertake corrective action, with respect to such property in accordance with the procedures
described herein:

a. The locality shall execute an affidavit, citing this section, to the effect that (i) criminal blight exists on
the property and in the manner described therein; (ii) the locality has used diligence without effect to
abate the criminal blight; and (iii) the criminal blight constitutes a present threat to the public's health,
safety, or welfare.

b. The locality shall then send a notice to the owner of the property, to be sent by (i) certified mail,
return receipt requested; (ii) hand delivery; or (iii) overnight delivery by a commercial service or the



United States Postal Service, to the last address listed for the owner on the locality's assessment
records for the property, together with a copy of such affidavit, advising that (a) the owner has up to 30
days from the date thereof to undertake corrective action to abate the criminal blight described in such
affidavit and (b) the locality will, if requested to do so, assist the owner in determining and coordinating
the appropriate corrective action to abate the criminal blight described in such affidavit. If the owner
notifies the locality in writing within the 30-day period that additional time to complete the corrective
action is needed, the locality shall allow such owner an extension for an additional 30-day period to
take such corrective action.

c. If no corrective action is undertaken during such 30-day period, or during the extension if such exten-
sion is granted by the locality, the locality shall send by certified mail, return receipt requested, an addi-
tional notice to the owner of the property, at the address stated in subdivision b, stating (i) the date on
which the locality may commence corrective action to abate the criminal blight on the property or (ii)
the date on which the locality may commence legal action in a court of competent jurisdiction to obtain
a court order to require that the owner take such corrective action or, if the owner does not take cor-
rective action, a court order to revoke the certificate of occupancy for such property, which date shall

be no earlier than 15 days after the date of mailing of the notice. Such additional notice shall also reas-
onably describe the corrective action contemplated to be taken by the locality. Upon receipt of such
notice, the owner shall have a right, upon reasonable notice to the locality, to seek judicial relief, and
the locality shall initiate no corrective action while a proper petition for relief is pending before a court
of competent jurisdiction.

2. If the locality undertakes corrective action with respect to the property after complying with the pro-
visions of subdivision 1, the costs and expenses thereof shall be chargeable to and paid by the owner
of such property and may be collected by the locality as taxes are collected.

3. Every charge authorized by this section with which the owner of any such property has been
assessed and that remains unpaid shall constitute a lien against such property with the same priority
as liens for unpaid local real estate taxes and enforceable in the same manner as provided in Articles
3 (§58.1-3940 et seq.) and 4 (§ 58.1-3965 et seq.) of Chapter 39 of Title 58.1.

4. A criminal blight proceeding pursuant to this section shall be a civil proceeding in a court of com-
petent jurisdiction in the Commonwealth.

C. If the owner of real property takes timely corrective action pursuant to the provisions of a local ordin-
ance, the locality shall deem the criminal blight abated, shall close the proceeding without any charge
or cost to the owner, and shall promptly provide written notice to the owner that the proceeding has
been terminated satisfactorily. The closing of a proceeding shall not bar the locality from initiating a
subsequent proceeding if the criminal blight recurs.

D. Nothing in this section shall be construed to abridge, diminish, limit, or waive any rights or rem-
edies of an owner of property at law or any permits or nonconforming rights the owner may have under
Chapter 22 (§ 15.2-2200 et seq.) or under a local ordinance. If an owner in good faith takes corrective



action, and despite having taken such action, the specific criminal blight identified in the affidavit of the
locality persists, such owner shall be deemed in compliance with this section. Further, if a tenantin a
rental dwelling unit, or a tenant on a manufactured home lot, is the cause of criminal blight on such
property and the owner in good faith initiates legal action and pursues the same by requesting a final
order by a court of competent jurisdiction, as otherwise authorized by this Code, against such tenant to
remedy such noncompliance or to terminate the tenancy, such owner shall be deemed in compliance
with this section.

1994, c.701,§ 15.1-11.2:1; 1997, c. 587; 2011, cc. 384, 410; 2014, cc. 674, 719; 2017, cc. 118, 610;
2018, cc. 335, 805; 2020, c. 122; 2021, Sp. Sess. |, c. 186.

§ 15.2-907.1. Authority to require removal, repair, etc., of buildings that are declared to be derelict;
civil penalty.

Any locality that has a real estate tax abatement program in accordance with this section may, by
ordinance, provide that:

1. The owners of property therein shall at such time or times as the governing body may prescribe sub-
mit a plan to demolish or renovate any building that has been declared a "derelict building." For pur-
poses of this section, "derelict building" shall mean a residential or nonresidential building or
structure, whether or not construction has been completed, that might endanger the public's health,
safety, or welfare and for a continuous period in excess of six months, it has been (i) vacant, (ii)
boarded up in accordance with the building code, and (iii) not lawfully connected to electric service
from a utility service provider or not lawfully connected to any required water or sewer service from a
utility service provider.

2. If a building qualifies as a derelict building pursuant to the ordinance, the locality shall notify the
owner of the derelict building that the owner is required to submit to the locality a plan, within 90 days,
to demolish or renovate the building to address the items that endanger the public's health, safety, or
welfare as listed in a written notification provided by the locality. Such plan may be on a form
developed by the locality and shall include a proposed time within which the plan will be commenced
and completed. The plan may include one or more adjacent properties of the owner, whether or not all
of such properties may have been declared derelict buildings. The plan shall be subject to approval
by the locality. The locality shall deliver the written notice to the address listed on the real estate tax
assessment records of the locality. Written notice sent by first-class mail, with the locality obtaining a
U.S. Postal Service Certificate of Mailing shall constitute delivery pursuant to this section.

3. If a locality delivers written notice and the owner of the derelict building has not submitted a plan to
the locality within 90 days as provided in subdivision 2, the locality may exercise such remedies as
provided in this section or as otherwise provided by law; for residential property, such remedy may
include imposition of a civil penalty not exceeding $500 per month until such time as the owner has
submitted a plan in accordance with this section; however, the total civil penalty imposed shall not
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exceed the cost to demolish the derelict building. Any such civil penalty shall be paid into the treasury
of the locality.

4. The owner of a building may apply to the locality and request that such building be declared a derel-
ict building for purposes of this section.

5. The locality, upon receipt of the plan to demolish or renovate the building, at the owner's request,
shall meet with the owner submitting the plan and provide information to the owner on the land use
and permitting requirements for demolition or renovation.

6. If the property owner's plan is to demolish the derelict building, the building permit application of
such owner shall be expedited. If the owner has completed the demolition within 90 days of the date of
the building permit issuance, the locality shall refund any building and demolition permit fees. This
section shall not supersede any ordinance adopted pursuant to § 15.2-2306 relative to historic dis-
tricts.

7. If the property owner's plan is to renovate the derelict building, and no rezoning is required for the
owner's intended use of the property, the site plan or subdivision application and the building permit,
as applicable, shall be expedited. The site plan or subdivision fees may be refunded, all or in part, but
in no event shall the site plan or subdivision fees exceed the lesser of 50 percent of the standard fees
established by the ordinance for site plan or subdivision applications for the proposed use of the prop-
erty, or $5,000 per property. The building permit fees may be refunded, all or in part, but in no event
shall the building permit fees exceed the lesser of 50 percent of the standard fees established by the
ordinance for building permit applications for the proposed use of the property, or $5,000 per property.

8. Prior to commencement of a plan to demolish or renovate the derelict building, at the request of the
property owner, the real estate assessor shall make an assessment of the property in its current derel-
ict condition. On the building permit application, the owner shall declare the costs of demolition, or the
costs of materials and labor to complete the renovation. At the request of the property owner, after
demolition or renovation of the derelict building, the real estate assessor shall reflect the fair market
value of the demolition costs or the fair market value of the renovation improvements, and reflect such
value in the real estate tax assessment records. The real estate tax on an amount equal to the costs of
demolition or an amount equal to the increase in the fair market value of the renovations shall be
abated for a period of not less than 15 years, and is transferable with the property. The abatement of
taxes for demolition shall not apply if the structure demolished is a registered Virginia landmark or is
determined by the Department of Historic Resources to contribute to the significance of a registered
historic district. However, if the locality has an existing tax abatement program for less than 15 years,
as of July 1, 2009, the locality may provide for a tax abatement period of not less than five years.

9. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the locality may proceed to make repairs and secure
the building under § 15.2-906, or the locality may proceed to abate or remove a nuisance under §
15.2-900. In addition, the locality may exercise such remedies as may exist under the Uniform



Statewide Building Code and may exercise such other remedies available under general and special
law.

2009, cc. 181, 551; 2020, c. 9.

§ 15.2-907.2. Authority of locality or land bank entity to be appointed to act as a receiver to repair
derelict and blighted buildings in certain limited circumstances.

A. Any locality that has adopted an ordinance pursuant to § 15.2-907.1 may petition the circuit court for
the appointment of the locality or a land bank entity created pursuant to the Land Bank Entities Act (§
15.2-7500 et seq.) to act as a receiver to repair real property that contains residential dwelling units
only in accordance with all of the following:

1. The locality has properly declared the subject property to be a derelict building in compliance with
the provisions of § 15.2-907.1;

2. The property owners are in noncompliance with the provisions of § 15.2-907.1;

3. The locality has properly declared the subject property to be blighted in compliance with the pro-
visions of § 36-49.1:1 for spot blight abatement, and the subject property is itself blighted;

4. The property owners are in noncompliance with the provisions of § 36-49.1:1 requiring abatement
of the blighted condition of the property;

5. The locality has made bona fide efforts to ensure compliance by the property owners of the subject
property with the requirements of §§ 15.2-907.1 and 36-49.1:1;

6. The repairs to the subject property are necessary to bring the subject property into compliance with
the provisions of the Uniform Statewide Building Code;

7. The repairs to the subject property necessary to satisfy the requirements of subdivision 6 shall not
resultin a change of use for zoning purposes of the subject property;

8. Upon appointment by the circuit court to serve as a receiver, the locality or land bank entity shall
have the authority to contract for all reasonable repairs necessary to bring the property into com-
pliance with the provisions of the Uniform Statewide Building Code, subject to all applicable require-
ments of state and local procurement laws. Such repairs shall be made in a time period established by
the court, but in no event shall a receivership exceed two years;

9. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the provisions of this section are subject to the require-
ments of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C. § 3901 et seq.); and

10. Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, the subject property shall be eligible for any real
estate abatement programs that exist in the locality.

B. A petition by the locality to be appointed, or to appoint a land bank entity created pursuant to the

Land Bank Entities Act (§ 15.2-7500 et seq.), to act as a receiver shall include affirmative statements
that the locality has satisfied each of the requirements of this section and further state that the locality
has recorded a memorandum of lis pendens simultaneously with the filing of said petition. The costs
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of the receivership, along with reasonable attorney fees, incurred by the locality or land bank entity as
receiver shall constitute a lien in favor of the locality or land bank entity against the subject property in
accordance with the provisions of § 58.1-3340, and shall be on par with and collectible in the same
manner as delinquent real estate taxes owed to the locality. The judicial proceedings herein shall be
held in accordance with the requirements, statutory or arising at common law, relative to effecting the
sale of real estate by a creditor's bill in equity to subject real estate to the lien of a judgment creditor.

C. The locality or land bank entity created pursuant to the Land Bank Entities Act (§ 15.2-7500 et seq.)
appointed to be a receiver may enforce the receiver's lien by a sale of the property at public auction,
but only upon application for and entry of an order of sale by the circuit court. The court shall appoint a
special commissioner to conduct the sale, and an attorney employed by the locality may serve as spe-
cial commissioner. Such sale shall be upon order of the court entered after notice as required by the
Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia and following publication of notice of the sale once a week for
four consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation. Following such public auction, the spe-
cial commissioner shall file an accounting with the court and seek confirmation of the sale. Upon con-
firmation, the special commissioner shall be authorized to execute a deed conveying title, which shall
pass free and clear to the purchaser at public auction. Following such sale, the former owner or own-
ers, or any heirs, assignees, devisees, or successors in interest to the property shall be entitled to the
surplus received in excess of the receiver's lien, taxes, penalties, interest, reasonable attorney fees,
costs, and any recorded liens chargeable against the property. At any time prior to confirmation of the
sale provided for herein, the owner shall have the right to redeem the property, as provided for in sub-
section D. The character of the title acquired by the purchaser of the property at public auction shall be
governed by the principles and rules applicable to the titles of purchases at judicial sales of real estate
generally.

D. The owner of any property subject to receivership may redeem the property at any time prior to the
expiration of the two-year period or prior to confirmation of sale at public auction by paying the
receiver's lien in full and the taxes, penalties, interest, reasonable attorney fees, costs, and any recor-
ded liens chargeable against the property. Partial payment shall not be sufficient to redeem the prop-
erty and shall not operate to suspend the receivership.

E. In lieu of appointment of a receiver, the circuit court shall permit repair by a property owner or a per-
son with an interest in the property secured by a deed of trust properly recorded upon the following
conditions:

1. Demonstration of the ability to complete the repair within a reasonable amount of time to be determ-
ined by the court; and

2. Entry of a court order setting forth a schedule for such repair.
2012, cc. 220, 761; 2017, c. 381.

§ 15.2-908. Authority of localities to remove or repair the defacement of buildings, walls, fences
and other structures.
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A. Any locality may by ordinance undertake or contract for the removal or repair of the defacement of
any public building, wall, fence or other structure or any private building, wall, fence or other structure
where such defacement is visible from any public right-of-way. The ordinance may provide that
whenever the property owner, after reasonable notice, fails to remove or repair the defacement, the loc-
ality may have such defacement removed or repaired by its agents or employees. Such agents or
employees shall have any and all immunity normally provided to an employee of the locality. For pur-
poses of this section, the term "defacement" means the unauthorized application by any means of any
writing, painting, drawing, etching, scratching, or marking of an inscription, word, mark, figure, or
design of any type.

If the defacement occurs on a public or private building, wall, fence, or other structure located on an
unoccupied property, and the locality, through its own agents or employees, removes or repairs the
defacement after complying with the notice provisions of this section, the actual cost or expenses
thereof shall be chargeable to and paid by the owners of such property and may be collected by the
locality as taxes are collected. No lien shall be chargeable to the owners of such property unless the
locality shall have given a minimum of 15 days notice to the property owner prior to the removal of the
defacement.

Every charge authorized by this section with which the owner of any such property shall have been
assessed and that remains unpaid shall constitute a lien against such property, ranking on a parity
with liens for unpaid local real estate taxes and enforceable in the same manner as provided in
Articles 3 (§ 58.1-3940 et seq.) and 4 (§ 58.1-3965 et seq.) of Chapter 39 of Title 58.1. A locality may
waive and release such liens in order to facilitate the sale of the property. Such liens may be waived
only as to a purchaser who is unrelated by blood or marriage to the owner and who has no business
association with the owner. All such liens shall remain a personal obligation of the owner of the prop-
erty at the time the liens were imposed.

B. The court may order any person convicted of unlawfully defacing property described in subsection
A to pay full or partial restitution to the locality for costs incurred by the locality in removing or repairing
the defacement if the locality has adopted an ordinance pursuant to this section.

C. An order of restitution pursuant to this section shall be docketed as provided in § 8.01-446 when so
ordered by the court or upon written request of the locality and may be enforced by the locality in the
same manner as a judgment in a civil action.

1995, cc. 332, 667, § 15.1-11.2:2: 1997, cc. 587, 874; 2008, c. 582; 2009, cc. 319, 462, 475; 2017, cc.
118, 610.

§ 15.2-908.1. Authority to require removal, repair, etc., of buildings and other structures harboring

a bawdy place.
A. As used in this section:

"Affidavit" means the affidavit prepared by a locality in accordance with subdivision B 1 a hereof.

"Bawdy place" means the same as that term is defined in § 18.2-347.
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"Corrective action" means the taking of steps which are reasonably expected to be effective to abate a
bawdy place on real property, such as removal, repair or securing of any building, wall or other struc-
ture.

"Owner" means the record owner of real property.
"Property" means real property.
B. The governing body of any locality may, by ordinance, provide that:

1. The locality may undertake corrective action with respect to property in accordance with the pro-
cedures described herein:

a. The locality shall execute an affidavit, citing this section, to the effect that (i) a bawdy place exists on
the property and in the manner described therein; (ii) the locality has used diligence without effect to
abate the bawdy place; and (iii) the bawdy place constitutes a present threat to the public's health,
safety or welfare.

b. The locality shall then send a notice to the owner of the property, to be sent by regular mail to the
last address listed for the owner on the locality's assessment records for the property, together with a
copy of such affidavit, advising that (i) the owner has up to thirty days from the date thereof to under-
take corrective action to abate the bawdy place described in such affidavit and (ii) the locality will, if
requested to do so, assist the owner in determining and coordinating the appropriate corrective action
to abate the bawdy place described in such affidavit.

c. If no corrective action is undertaken during such thirty-day period, the locality shall send by regular
mail an additional notice to the owner of the property, at the address stated in the preceding sub-
division, stating the date on which the locality may commence corrective action to abate the bawdy
place on the property, which date shall be no earlier than fifteen days after the date of mailing of the
notice. Such additional notice shall also reasonably describe the corrective action contemplated to be
taken by the locality. Upon receipt of such notice, the owner shall have a right, upon reasonable notice
to the locality, to seek equitable relief, and the locality shall initiate no corrective action while a proper
petition for relief is pending before a court of competent jurisdiction.

2. If the locality undertakes corrective action with respect to the property after complying with the pro-
visions of subdivision B 1, the costs and expenses thereof shall be chargeable to and paid by the
owner of such property and may be collected by the locality as taxes and levies are collected.

3. Every charge authorized by this section with which the owner of any such property has been
assessed and which remains unpaid shall constitute a lien against such property with the same pri-
ority as liens for unpaid local real estate taxes and enforceable in the same manner as provided in
Articles 3 (§ 58.1-3940 et seq.) and 4 (§ 58.1-3965 et seq.) of Chapter 39 of Title 58.1.

C. If the owner of such property takes timely corrective action pursuant to such ordinance, the locality
shall deem the bawdy place abated, shall close the proceeding without any charge or cost to the
owner and shall promptly provide written notice to the owner that the proceeding has been terminated
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satisfactorily. The closing of a proceeding shall not bar the locality from initiating a subsequent pro-
ceeding if the bawdy place recurs.

D. Nothing in this section shall be construed to abridge or waive any rights or remedies of an owner of
property at law or in equity.

1997, c. 498, § 15.1-11.2:3; 2017, cc. 118, 610.

§ 15.2-909. Authority to require removal, repair, etc., of wharves, piers, pilings, bulkheads, vessels
or abandoned, obstructing or hazardous property.
Any locality may by ordinance provide:

1. The owners of property therein shall at such time or times as the governing body may prescribe,
remove, repair or secure any vessel which has been abandoned or any wharf, pier, piling, bulkhead or
any other structure or vessel which might endanger the public health or safety of other persons, or
which might constitute an obstruction or hazard to the lawful use of the waters within or adjoining such
locality. If such property is deemed to be abandoned, the governing body may designate and
empower an official to ascertain the lawful owner of such property and to have the owner repair,
remove or secure such property;

2. The locality, through its own agents or employees, may remove, repair or secure any vessel which
has been abandoned or any wharf, pier, piling, bulkhead, or other structure or vessel which might
endanger the public health or safety of other persons or which might constitute a hazard or obstruction
to the lawful use of the waters within such locality, if the owner of such property, after reasonable
notice and reasonable time to do so, has failed to remove, repair or secure such wharf, pier, piling,
bulkhead or other structure or vessel,

3. In the event the locality, through its own agents or employees removes, repairs or secures any
wharf, pier, piling, bulkhead or other structure or vessel after complying with the notice provisions of
this section, the cost or expenses thereof shall be chargeable to and paid by the owners of such prop-
erty and to the extent applicable may be collected by the locality as taxes are collected;

4. If the identity or whereabouts of the lawful owner is unknown or not able to be ascertained after a
reasonable search and after lawful notice has been made to the last known address of any known
owner, the locality, through its own agents or employees, may repair such wharf, pier, piling, bulkhead
or other structure or vessel or remove such property after giving notice by publication once each week
for two weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the area where such property is located;

5. Every charge authorized by this section with which the owner of any such property has been
assessed and which remains unpaid, to the extent applicable, shall constitute a lien against the
owner's real property, and such lien shall be recorded in the judgment lien docket book in the circuit
court for such locality. Such lien may also be reduced to a personal judgment against the owner.

1976, c. 449, § 15.1-11.3; 1997, cc. 548, 587.

§ 15.2-910. Ordinance certifying boiler and pressure vessel operators; penalty.
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A. Any locality may by ordinance require any person who engages in, or offers to engage in, for the
general public for compensation, the operation or maintenance of a boiler or pressure vessel in such
locality, to obtain a certificate from the locality.

B. The ordinance shall require the applicant for such certificate to furnish evidence of his ability and
proficiency; shall require the examination of every such applicant to determine his qualifications; and
shall designate or establish an agent or board for the locality to examine and determine a person's
qualifications for certification. A certificate shall not be granted to an applicant found not to be qual-
ified.

C. In accordance with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.), the Safety and Health
Codes Board shall establish standards to be used in determining an applicant's ability, proficiency
and qualifications.

D. No person certified pursuant to this section or certified or licensed pursuant to Chapter 3.1 (§ 40.1-
51.5 et seq.) of Title 40.1 shall be required to obtain any other such certificate or to pay a fee, other
than the initial certification fee, in any locality in which he practices his trade.

E. Any such ordinance adopted by a locality may provide for penalties not exceeding those applicable
to Class 3 misdemeanors.

1989, c. 224, § 15.1-11.6; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-911. Regulation of alarm company operators.
A. Any locality may by ordinance regulate the installation and maintenance of alarm systems operated
by alarm company operators.

B. As used in this section, an "alarm company operator" means and includes any business operated
for profit, engaged in the installation, maintenance, alteration, or servicing of alarm systems or which
responds to such alarm systems. Such term, however, shall not include alarm systems maintained by
governmental agencies or departments, nor shall it include a business which merely sells from a fixed
location or manufactures alarm systems unless such business services, installs, monitors or responds
to alarm systems at the protected premises.

C. As used in this section, the term "alarm system" means an assembly of equipment and devices
arranged to signal the presence of a hazard requiring urgent attention and to which police or fire-
fighters are expected to respond. Such system may be installed, maintained, altered or serviced by an
alarm company operator in both commercial and residential premises.

1978, c. 587, § 15.1-28.2; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-912. Regulation of tattoo parlors and body-piercing salons; definition; exception.

A. Any locality may by ordinance regulate the sanitary condition of the personnel, equipment and
premises of tattoo parlors and body-piercing salons and specify procedures for enforcement of com-
pliance with the disease control and disclosure requirements of § 18.2-371.3.

B. For the purposes of this section:
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"Body-piercing salon" means any place in which a fee is charged for the act of penetrating the skin to
make a hole, mark, or scar, generally permanent in nature. "Body piercing" does not include the use of
a mechanized, presterilized ear-piercing system that penetrates the outer perimeter or lobe of the ear
or both.

"Tattoo parlor" means any place in which is offered or practiced the placing of designs, letters, scrolls,
figures, symbols or any other marks upon or under the skin of any person with ink or any other sub-
stance, resulting in the permanent coloration of the skin, including permanent make-up or permanent
jewelry, by the aid of needles or any other instrument designed to touch or puncture the skin.

C. This section shall not apply to medical doctors, veterinarians, registered nurses or any other med-
ical services personnel licensed pursuant to Title 54.1 in performance of their professional duties.

D. Localities requiring regulation of tattoo parlors and piercing salons by ordinance shall include in
such ordinance authorization for unannounced inspections by appropriate personnel of the locality.

1983, c. 429, § 15.1-28.3; 1997, c. 587; 2000, c. 842; 2001, c. 270.

§ 15.2-912.1. Regulation of martial arts instruction.

A. The Cities of Chesapeake and Norfolk may by ordinance require any person who operates a busi-
ness providing martial arts instruction to have at the site where instruction is taking place a person
who has current certification or, within the last two years, has received training in emergency first aid
and cardio-pulmonary resuscitation.

Any person who violates such an ordinance may be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed $50 for the
first violation and $100 for any subsequent violation.

B. As used in this section, "martial arts instruction" means any course of instruction for self defense,
such as judo or karate.

1998, c. 583; 2007, c. 813.

§ 15.2-912.2. Proceeds exempt from local taxation.
No locality may impose a gross receipts, entertainment, admission or any other tax based on rev-
enues of qualified organizations derived from the conduct of charitable gaming.

The definitions set forth in § 18.2-340.16 shall apply to this section.
1995, c. 837, § 18.2-340.32; 1997, cc. 777, 838; 1998, c. 679; 2003, c. 884; 2004, c. 462; 2006, c. 644.

§ 15.2-912.3. (Effective until January 1, 2022) Regulation of dance halls by counties, cities and
towns.

For the purposes of this section, "public dance hall" means any place open to the general public
where dancing is permitted; however, a restaurant located in any city licensed under § 4.1-210 to
serve food and beverages having a dance floor with an area not exceeding 10 percent of the total floor
area of the establishment shall not be considered a public dance hall.
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Any locality may by ordinance regulate public dance halls in such locality, and prescribe punishment
for violation of such ordinance not to exceed that prescribed for a Class 3 misdemeanor.

Such ordinance shall prescribe for: (i) the issuance of permits to operate public dance halls, grounds
for revocation and procedure for revocation of such permits; (i) a license tax not to exceed $600 on
every person operating or conducting any such dance hall; and (iii) rules and regulations for the oper-
ation of such dance halls. Such ordinances may exempt from their operation dances held for bene-
volent or charitable purposes and dances conducted under the auspices of religious, educational,
civic or military organizations.

No county ordinance adopted under the provisions of this section shall be in effectin any town in
which an ordinance adopted under the provisions of this section is in effect.

Code 1950, § 18.1-354; 1960, c. 358; 1962, c. 620; 1975, cc. 14, 15, § 18.2-433; 1978, c. 661; 1993, c.
866; 2004, c. 462.

§ 15.2-912.3. (Effective January 1, 2022) Regulation of dance halls by counties, cities, and towns.
For the purposes of this section, "public dance hall" means any place open to the general public
where dancing is permitted; however, a restaurant located in any city licensed under subsection A of §
4.1-206.3 to serve food and beverages having a dance floor with an area not exceeding 10 percent of
the total floor area of the establishment shall not be considered a public dance hall.

Any locality may by ordinance regulate public dance halls in such locality and prescribe punishment
for violation of such ordinance not to exceed that prescribed for a Class 3 misdemeanor.

Such ordinance shall prescribe for (i) the issuance of permits to operate public dance halls, grounds
for revocation and procedure for revocation of such permits; (ii) a license tax not to exceed $600 on
every person operating or conducting any such dance hall; and (iii) rules and regulations for the oper-
ation of such dance halls. Such ordinances may exempt from their operation dances held for bene-
volent or charitable purposes and dances conducted under the auspices of religious, educational,
civic, or military organizations.

No county ordinance adopted under the provisions of this section shall be in effectin any town in
which an ordinance adopted under the provisions of this section is in effect.

Code 1950, § 18.1-354; 1960, c. 358; 1962, c. 620; 1975, cc. 14, 15, § 18.2-433; 1978, c. 661; 1993, c.
866: 2004, c. 462; 2020, cc. 1113, 1114.

§ 15.2-913. Ordinances regulating certain vendors.

A. Any locality may by ordinance provide for the regulation of persons not otherwise licensed by the
Commonwealth under Title 38.2, offering any item for sale within the locality when such persons go
from one place of human habitation to another offering an item, other than newspapers and fresh farm
products, for sale. The purpose of such ordinance is to reasonably control the activities of door-to-door
vendors for the safety and well-being of the people residing in the locality. However, the locality may
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in such ordinance exempt such activities when they are conducted on behalf of a nonprofit charitable,
civic or religious organization and may provide for other reasonable exemptions in such ordinance.

B. Any locality adopting an ordinance under this section may collect a fee in an amount not to exceed
twenty dollars, from each person granted a permit to sell door to door.

1975, c. 378, §§ 15.1-37.3:1, 15.1-37.3:2; 1983, c. 383; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-914. Regulation of child-care services and facilities in cities and certain counties.

Any (i) county that has adopted the urban county executive form of government or (ii) city may by ordin-
ance provide for the regulation and licensing of persons who provide child-care services for com-
pensation and for the regulation and licensing of child-care facilities. "Child-care services" means
provision of regular care, protection and guidance to one or more children not related by blood or mar-
riage while such children are separated from their parent, guardian or legal custodian in a dwelling not
the residence of the child during a part of the day for at least four days of a calendar week. "Child-care
facilities" includes any commercial or residential structure that is used to provide child-care services.

Such local ordinance shall not require the regulation or licensing of any child-care facility that is
licensed by the Commonwealth and such ordinance shall not require the regulation or licensing of any
facility operated by a religious institution as exempted from licensure by § 22.1-289.031.

Except as otherwise provided in this section, such local ordinances shall not be more extensive in
scope than comparable state regulations applicable to family day homes. Such local ordinances may
regulate the possession and storage of firearms, ammunition, or components or combination thereof at
child-care facilities and may be more extensive in scope than comparable state statutes or regulations
applicable to family day homes. Local regulations shall not affect the manner of construction or mater-
ials to be used in the erection, alteration, repair or use of a residential dwelling.

Such local ordinances may require that persons who provide child-care services shall provide cer-
tification from the Central Criminal Records Exchange and a national criminal background check, in
accordance with §§ 19.2-389 and 19.2-392.02, that such persons have not been convicted of any

offense involving the sexual molestation of children or the physical or sexual abuse or rape of a child
or any barrier crime defined in § 19.2-392.02, and such ordinances may require that persons who
provide child-care services shall provide certification from the central registry of the Department of
Social Services that such persons have not been the subject of a founded complaint of abuse or neg-
lect. If an applicant is denied licensure because of any adverse information appearing on a record
obtained from the Central Criminal Records Exchange, the national criminal background check, or the
Department of Social Services, the applicant shall be provided a copy of the information upon which
that denial was based.

1990, cc. 605, 609, § 15.1-37.3:12; 1997, c. 587 2010, c. 649; 2011, c. 251; 2017, c. 809; 2020, cc.
860, 861,910, 911: 2021, Sp. Sess. |, c. 479.

§ 15.2-915. Control of firearms; applicability to authorities and local governmental agencies.
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A. No locality shall adopt or enforce any ordinance, resolution, or motion, as permitted by § 15.2-1425,
and no agent of such locality shall take any administrative action, governing the purchase, pos-
session, transfer, ownership, carrying, storage, or transporting of firearms, ammunition, or components
or combination thereof other than those expressly authorized by statute. For purposes of this section, a
statute that does not refer to firearms, ammunition, or components or combination thereof shall not be
construed to provide express authorization.

Nothing in this section shall prohibit a locality from adopting workplace rules relating to terms and con-
ditions of employment of the workforce. However, no locality shall adopt any workplace rule, other
than for the purposes of a community services board or behavioral health authority as defined in §
37.2-100, that prevents an employee of that locality from storing at that locality's workplace a lawfully
possessed firearm and ammunition in a locked private motor vehicle. Nothing in this section shall pro-
hibit a law-enforcement officer, as defined in § 9.1-101, from acting within the scope of his duties.

The provisions of this section applicable to a locality shall also apply to any authority or to a local gov-
ernmental entity, including a department or agency, but not including any local or regional jail, juvenile
detention facility, or state-governed entity, department, or agency.

B. Any local ordinance, resolution, or motion adopted prior to July 1, 2004, governing the purchase,
possession, transfer, ownership, carrying, or transporting of firearms, ammunition, or components or
combination thereof, other than those expressly authorized by statute, is invalid.

C. In addition to any other relief provided, the court may award reasonable attorney fees, expenses,
and court costs to any person, group, or entity that prevails in an action challenging (i) an ordinance,
resolution, or motion as being in conflict with this section or (ii) an administrative action taken in bad
faith as being in conflict with this section.

D. For purposes of this section, "workplace" means "workplace of the locality."

E. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, a locality may adopt an ordinance that prohibits the
possession, carrying, or transportation of any firearms, ammunition, or components or combination
thereof (i) in any building, or part thereof, owned or used by such locality, or by any authority or local
governmental entity created or controlled by the locality, for governmental purposes; (ii) in any public
park owned or operated by the locality, or by any authority or local governmental entity created or con-
trolled by the locality; (iii) in any recreation or community center facility operated by the locality, or by
any authority or local governmental entity created or controlled by the locality; or (iv) in any public
street, road, alley, or sidewalk or public right-of-way or any other place of whatever nature that is open
to the public and is being used by or is adjacent to a permitted event or an event that would otherwise
require a permit. In buildings that are not owned by a locality, or by any authority or local governmental
entity created or controlled by the locality, such ordinance shall apply only to the part of the building
that is being used for a governmental purpose and when such building, or part thereof, is being used
for a governmental purpose.



Any such ordinance may include security measures that are designed to reasonably prevent the unau-
thorized access of such buildings, parks, recreation or community center facilities, or public streets,
roads, alleys, or sidewalks or public rights-of-way or any other place of whatever nature that is open to
the public and is being used by or is adjacent to a permitted event or an event that would otherwise
require a permit by a person with any firearms, ammunition, or components or combination thereof,
such as the use of metal detectors and increased use of security personnel.

The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to the activities of (i) a Senior Reserve Officers' Train-
ing Corps program operated at a public or private institution of higher education in accordance with
the provisions of 10 U.S.C. § 2101 et seq. or (ii) any intercollegiate athletics program operated by a
public or private institution of higher education and governed by the National Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation or any club sports team recognized by a public or private institution of higher education where
the sport engaged in by such program or team involves the use of a firearm. Such activities shall fol-
low strict guidelines developed by such institutions for these activities and shall be conducted under
the supervision of staff officials of such institutions.

F. Notice of any ordinance adopted pursuant to subsection E shall be posted (i) at all entrances of any
building, or part thereof, owned or used by the locality, or by any authority or local governmental entity
created or controlled by the locality, for governmental purposes; (ii) at all entrances of any public park
owned or operated by the locality, or by any authority or local governmental entity created or con-
trolled by the locality; (iii) at all entrances of any recreation or community center facilities operated by
the locality, or by any authority or local governmental entity created or controlled by the locality; and
(iv) at all entrances or other appropriate places of ingress and egress to any public street, road, alley,
or sidewalk or public right-of-way or any other place of whatever nature that is open to the public and
is being used by or is adjacent to a permitted event or an event that would otherwise require a permit.

1987, c. 629, § 15.1-29.15; 1988, c. 392; 1997, cc. 550, 587; 2002, c. 484; 2003, c. 943; 2004, cc. 837,
923: 2009, cc. 735, 772: 2012, c. 757; 2020, cc. 1205, 1247.

§ 15.2-915.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2020, cc. 1205 and 1247, cl. 2.

§ 15.2-915.2. Regulation of transportation of a loaded rifle or shotgun.

The governing body of any county or city may by ordinance make it unlawful for any person to trans-
port, possess or carry a loaded shotgun or loaded rifle in any vehicle on any public street, road, or
highway within such locality. Any violation of such ordinance shall be punishable by a fine of not more
than $100. Conservation police officers, sheriffs and all other law-enforcement officers shall enforce
the provisions of this section. No ordinance adopted pursuant to this section shall be enforceable
unless the governing body adopting such ordinance so notifies the Director of the Department of Wild-
life Resources by registered mail prior to May 1 of the year in which such ordinance is to take effect.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to duly authorized law-enforcement officers or military
personnel in the performance of their lawful duties, nor to any person who reasonably believes that a
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loaded rifle or shotgun is necessary for his personal safety in the course of his employment or busi-
ness.

1976, c. 506, § 18.2-287.1; 1977, c. 377; 1989, c. 50; 2004, c. 462; 2020, c. 958.

§ 15.2-915.3. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2012, cc. 175 and 557, cl. 2.

§ 15.2-915.4. Counties, cities and towns authorized to regulate use of pneumatic guns.

A. A locality may prohibit, by ordinance, the shooting of pneumatic guns in any areas of the locality
that are in the opinion of the governing body so heavily populated as to make such conduct dan-
gerous to the inhabitants thereof, and may require supervision by a parent, guardian, or other adult
supervisor approved by a parent or guardian of any minor below the age of 16 in all uses of pneumatic
guns on private or public property. The ordinance may specify that minors above the age of 16 may,
with the written consent of a parent or guardian, use a pneumatic gun at any place designated for such
use by the local governing body or on private property with the consent of the owner. The ordinance
may specify that any minor, whether permitted by a parent or guardian to use a pneumatic gun or not,
shall be responsible for obeying all laws, regulations and restrictions governing such use. Any penalty
for a pneumatic gun offense set forth in such an ordinance shall not exceed a Class 3 misdemeanor.

B. No such ordinance authorized by subsection A shall prohibit the use of pneumatic guns at facilities
approved for shooting ranges, on other property where firearms may be discharged, or on or within
private property with permission of the owner or legal possessor thereof when conducted with reas-
onable care to prevent a projectile from crossing the bounds of the property.

C. Training of minors in the use of pneumatic guns shall be done only under direct supervision of a
parent, guardian, Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps instructor, or a certified instructor. Training of
minors above the age of 16 may also be done without direct supervision if approved by the minor's
instructor, with the permission of and under the responsibility of a parent or guardian, and in com-
pliance with all requirements of this section. Ranges and instructors may be certified by the National
Rifle Association, a state or federal agency that has developed a certification program, any service of
the Department of Defense, or any person authorized by these authorities to certify ranges and instruct-
ors.

D. Commercial or private areas designated for use of pneumatic paintball guns may be established
and operated for recreational use. Equipment designed to protect the face and ears shall be provided
to participants at such recreational areas, and signs must be posted to warn against entry into the
paintball area by persons who are unprotected or unaware that paintball guns are in use.

E. As used in this section, "pneumatic gun" means any implement, designed as a gun, that will expel
a BB or a pellet by action of pneumatic pressure. "Pneumatic gun" includes a paintball gun that expels
by action of pneumatic pressure plastic balls filled with paint for the purpose of marking the point of
impact.

2004, c. 930; 2011, c. 832.
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§ 15.2-915.5. Disposition of firearms acquired by localities.

A. No locality or agent of such locality may participate in any program in which individuals are given a
thing of value provided by another individual or other entity in exchange for surrendering a firearm to
the locality or agent of such locality unless the governing body of the locality has enacted an ordin-
ance, pursuant to § 15.2-1425, authorizing the participation of the locality or agent of such locality in
such program.

B. Any ordinance enacted pursuant to this section shall require that any firearm received, except a fire-
arm of the type defined in § 18.2-288 or 18.2-299 or a firearm the transfer for which is prohibited by fed-

eral law, shall be destroyed by the locality unless the person surrendering the firearm requests in
writing that the firearm be offered for sale by public auction or sealed bids to a person licensed as a
dealer pursuantto 18 U.S.C. § 921 et seq. Notice of the date, time, and place of any sale conducted
pursuant to this subsection shall be given by advertisement in at least two newspapers published and
having general circulation in the Commonwealth, at least one of which shall have general circulation
in the locality in which the property to be sold is located. At least 30 days shall elapse between pub-
lication of the notice and the auction or the date on which sealed bids will be opened. Any firearm
remaining in possession of the locality or agent of the locality after attempts to sell at public auction or
by sealed bids shall be disposed of in a manner the locality deems proper, which may include destruc-
tion of the firearm or, subject to any registration requirements of federal law, sale of the firearm to a
licensed dealer.

2012, c. 211; 2020, cc. 1205, 1247.

§ 15.2-916. Prohibiting shooting of compound bows, slingbows, arrowguns, crossbows, longbows,
and recurve bows.

Any locality may prohibit the shooting of an arrow from a bow or arrowgun in a manner that can be
reasonably expected to result in the impact of the arrow upon the property of another without per-
mission from the owner or tenant of such property. For the purposes of this section, "bow" includes all
compound bows, crossbows, slingbows, longbows, and recurve bows having a peak draw weight of
10 pounds or more. The term "bow" does not include bows that have a peak draw weight of less than
10 pounds or that are designed or intended to be used principally as toys. The term "arrow" means a
shaft-like projectile intended to be shot from a bow.

1995, c. 284, § 15.1-518.2; 1997, c. 587; 2017, c. 530; 2018, cc. 557, 558.

§ 15.2-917. Applicability of local noise ordinances to certain sport shooting ranges.

A. No local ordinance regulating any noise shall subject a sport shooting range to noise control stand-
ards more stringent than those in effect at its effective date. The operation or use of a sport shooting
range shall not be enjoined on the basis of noise, nor shall any person be subject to action for nuis-
ance or criminal prosecution in any matter relating to noise resulting from the operation of the range, if
the range is in compliance with all ordinances relating to noise in effect at the time construction or
operation of the range was approved, or at the time any application was submitted for the construction
or operation of the range.
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B. Any sport shooting range operating or approved for construction within the Commonwealth, which
has been condemned through an eminent domain proceeding by any condemning entity, and which
relocates to another site within the same locality within two years of the final condemnation order,
shall not be subjected to any noise control standard more stringent than those in effect at the effective
date of such sport shooting range.

C. For purposes of this section, "sport shooting range" means an area or structure designed for the
use of rifles, shotguns, pistols, silhouettes, skeet, trap, black powder, or any other similar sport shoot-

ing.
For purposes of this section, "effective date" means the time the construction or operation of the sports

shooting range initially was approved, or at the time any application was submitted for the construction
or operation of the sports shooting range, whichever is earliest.

1990, cc. 541, 577, § 15.1-29.20; 1997, c. 587; 2005, c. 544; 2006, c. 704.

§ 15.2-918. Locality may prohibit or regulate use of air cannons.

Any locality may by ordinance prohibit or regulate the use within its jurisdiction of certain devices,
including air cannons, carbide cannons, or other loud explosive devices which are designed to pro-
duce high intensity sound percussions for the purpose of repelling birds.

Such ordinance may prescribe the degree of sound or the decibel level produced by the cannon or
device which is unacceptable in that jurisdiction.

In adopting an ordinance pursuant to the provisions of this section, the governing body may provide
that any person who violates the provisions of such ordinance shall be guilty of a Class 3 mis-
demeanor.

1986, c. 106, § 15.1-29.13; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-919. Regulation of motorcycle, moped, or motorized skateboard or scooter noise.

A. Any locality may, by ordinance, regulate noise from a motorcycle, moped, or motorized skateboard
or scooter, as defined in § 46.2-100, which is not equipped with a muffler and exhaust system con-
forming to §§ 46.2-1047 and 46.2-1049, if such noise may be hazardous to the health and well-being
of its citizens.

B. No law-enforcement officer, as defined in § 9.1-101, shall stop a motorcycle, moped, motorized
skateboard, or scooter for a violation of this section. No evidence discovered or obtained as the result
of a stop in violation of this subsection, including evidence discovered or obtained with the operator's
consent, shall be admissible in any trial, hearing, or other proceeding.

Code 1950, § 15.1-29.12; 1974, c. 339; 1985, c. 170; 1997, c. 587; 2006, cc. 529, 538; 2013, c. 783;
2020, Sp. Sess. |, cc. 45, 51.

§ 15.2-920. Regulation of outdoor lighting near certain facilities.
In addition to any other authority granted to localities by law, any locality may by ordinance regulate
outdoor lighting within an area one-half mile around planetariums, astronomical observatories and
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meteorological laboratories. This section shall not be construed to affect any ordinance heretofore
adopted by a locality.

1980, c. 512, § 15.1-29.8; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-921. Ordinances requiring fencing of swimming pools.
For the purposes of this section:

"Fence" means a close type vertical barrier not less than four feet in height above ground surface. A
woven steel wire, chain link, picket or solid board type fence or a fence of similar construction which
will prevent the smallest of children from getting through shall be construed as within this definition.

"Swimming pool" includes any outdoor man-made structure constructed from material other than nat-
ural earth or soil designed or used to hold water for the purpose of providing a swimming or bathing
place for any person or any such structure for the purpose of impounding water therein to a depth of
more than two feet.

Any locality may adopt ordinances making it unlawful for any person to construct, maintain, use, pos-
sess or control any pool on any property in such locality, without having a fence completely around
such swimming pool. Such ordinances also may provide that every gate in such fence shall be cap-
able of being securely fastened at a height of not less than four feet above ground level; that it shall be
unlawful for any such gate to be allowed to remain unfastened while the pool is not in use; and that
such fence shall be constructed so as to come within two inches of the ground at the bottom and shall
be at least five feet from the edge of the pool at any point.

Violation of any such ordinance may be made punishable by a fine of not more than $300 or con-
finement in jail for not more than thirty days, either or both. Each day's violation may be construed as a
separate offense.

Any such ordinance may be made applicable to swimming pools constructed before, as well as those
constructed after, the adoption thereof. No such ordinance shall take effect less than ninety days from
the adoption thereof, nor shall any such ordinance apply to any swimming pool operated by or in con-
junction with any hotel located on a government reservation.

Code 1950, § 15-18.1; 1958, c. 123; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-29; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-922. Smoke alarms in certain buildings.

A. Any locality, notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, general or special, may by ordinance
require that smoke alarms be installed in the following structures or buildings if smoke alarms have
not been installed in accordance with the Uniform Statewide Building Code (§ 36-97 et seq.): (i) any
building containing one or more dwelling units, (ii) any hotel or motel regularly used, offered for, or
intended to be used to provide overnight sleeping accommodations for one or more persons, and (iii)
any rooming houses regularly used, offered for, or intended to be used to provide overnight sleeping
accommodations. Smoke alarms installed pursuant to this section shall be installed only in con-
formance with the provisions of the Uniform Statewide Building Code and shall be permitted to be



either battery operated or AC powered. Such installation shall not require new or additional wiring and
shall be maintained in accordance with the Statewide Fire Prevention Code (§ 27-94 et seq.) and sub-
division C 6 of § 36-105, Part lll of the Uniform Statewide Building Code. Nothing herein shall be con-
strued to authorize a locality to require the upgrading of any smoke alarms provided by the building
code in effect at the time of the last renovation of such building, for which a building permit was
required, or as otherwise provided in the Uniform Statewide Building Code.

B. The ordinance may require the owner of a rental unit to provide the tenant a certificate that all
smoke alarms are present, have been inspected by the owner, his employee, or an independent con-
tractor, and are in good working order. Except for smoke alarms located in public or common areas of
multifamily buildings, interim testing, repair, and maintenance of smoke alarms in rented or leased
dwelling units shall be the responsibility of the tenant in accordance with § 55.1-1227.

1981, c. 324, § 15.1-29.9; 1984, c. 387; 1990, c. 184; 1997, c. 587; 2011, c. 766; 2018, cc. 41, 81.

§ 15.2-922.1. Regulating or prohibiting the making of fires.
A. Any city or town may by ordinance regulate or prohibit the making of fires in streets, alleys, and
other public places and regulate the making of fires on private property.

B. In addition to the authority provided under § 27-98, any county may by ordinance regulate or pro-
hibit the making of fires in streets, alleys, and other public places and, when a declared emergency
exists, pursuant to § 44-146.21, regulate the making of fires on private property.

2007, c. 256.

§ 15.2-922.2. Special fee for emergency services in certain counties.

A. Any county with a population of less than 3,000 may by ordinance, and after a public hearing and
subject to such terms and conditions as set forth in the ordinance, levy a fee to fund the provision of
emergency medical services in the county, not to exceed the actual cost incurred by the county in
providing such services.

B. The county may enter into a contractual agreement with any water or heat, light, and power com-
pany or other corporation coming within the provisions of Chapter 26 (§ 58.1-2600 et seq.) of Title 58.1
for the collection of such fee. The agreement may include a commission for such service in the form of
a deduction from the fee remitted. The commission shall be provided for in the ordinance, which shall
set the rate not to exceed five percent of the amount of fees due and collected.

2018, c. 660.

§ 15.2-923. Local water-saving ordinances.

Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, as shall be necessary to protect the public health,
safety and welfare, any locality may by ordinance (i) require the installation of water conservation
devices in the case of the retrofitting of buildings constructed prior to July 1, 1978, and (ii) restrict the
nonessential use of ground water during declared water shortages or water emergencies.

For purposes of this section "nonessential use" shall not include agricultural use.
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1978, c. 469, § 15.1-37.2:1; 1992, c. 589; 1997, c. 587; 2004, c. 402.

§ 15.2-924. Water supply emergency ordinances.

A. Whenever the governing body of any locality finds that a water supply emergency exists or is reas-
onably likely to occur if water conservation measures are not taken, it may adopt an ordinance restrict-
ing the use of water by the citizens of such locality for the duration of such emergency or for a period of
time necessary to prevent the occurrence of a water supply emergency. However, such ordinance
shall apply only to water supplied by a locality, authority, or company distributing water for a fee or
charge. Such ordinance may include appropriate penalties designed to prevent excessive use of
water, including, but not limited to, a surcharge on excessive amounts used.

B. After such an emergency has been declared in any locality, any owner of a water supply system
serving that locality may apply to the State Water Control Board for assistance. If the State Water Con-
trol Board confirms the existence of an emergency, and finds that such owner and such locality have
exhausted available means to relieve the emergency and that the owner and locality are applying all
feasible water conservation measures, and in addition finds that there is water available in neigh-
boring localities in excess of the reasonable needs of such localities, and that there exists between
such neighboring localities interconnections for the transmission of water, the Board shall so inform
the Governor. The Governor, if requested jointly by the locality and the owner of the systems supplying
the locality, may then appoint a committee consisting of one representative of the locality declaring the
emergency, one representative of the system supplying the locality under emergency, and those two
representatives shall choose a third representative and failing to choose such third representative
within seven days he shall be selected by the Governor. The committee shall have the duty and
authority to allocate the water available in such localities for the period of the emergency, provided
that the period of the emergency shall not exceed that determined by the locality declaring the emer-
gency or the State Water Control Board whichever period termination is earlier, so that the best water
supply possible will be provided to all water users during the emergency as previously described.
Nothing in this section shall be construed as requiring the construction of pipeline interconnections
between any locality or any water supply system.

C. Any water taken from one water supplier for the benefit of another shall be paid for by using the
established rate schedule of the supplier for treated water. Raw water shall be furnished at rates
which shall reflect all costs to the supplying locality, including, but not limited to, capital investment
costs. Should there be imposed upon the supplier any additional obligation, water production costs or
other capital or operating expenditures beyond those normal to the suppliers' system, then the cost of
same shall be chargeable to the receiving locality by single payment or by incorporation in a special
rate structure, all of the same as shall be reasonable.

D. Nothing contained in this section shall authorize any locality to regulate the use of water taken from
a river or any flowing stream when such water is used for industrial purposes and the approximate
same quantity of water is returned to such river or stream after such industrial usage.

1978, c. 669, § 15.1-37.3:4; 1997, c. 587; 2001, c. 258.
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§ 15.2-924.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2011, cc. 341 and 353, cl. 2.

§ 15.2-925. Regulation, etc., of assemblies or movement of persons or vehicles under certain cir-
cumstances.

Any locality may empower the chief law-enforcement officer to regulate, restrict or prohibit any
assembly of persons or the movement of persons or vehicles if there exists an imminent threat of any
civil commotion or disturbance in the nature of a riot which constitutes a clear and present danger. In
such circumstances the governing body may convene immediately in a special meeting and enact an
emergency ordinance or ordinances for such purposes, notwithstanding any contrary provisions in
any charter or under the general law.

1968, c. 459, § 15.1-514.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-925.1. Local notifications.

Any locality may by ordinance establish a system to deliver notifications to residents by email, phone,
text message or other similar means of communication. Such ordinance shall be adopted only after a
public hearing and shall contain an opt-in provision for non-emergency notifications.

2015, c. 192.

§ 15.2-926. Prohibiting loitering; frequenting amusements and curfew for minors; penalty.

A. Any locality may by ordinance prohibit loitering in, upon or around any public place, whether on
public or private property. Any locality may by ordinance also prohibit minors who are not attended by
their parents from frequenting or being in public places, whether on public or private property, at such
times, between 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., as the governing body deems proper.

A violation of such ordinances by a minor shall be disposed of as provided in §§ 16.1-278.4 and 16.1-
278.5.

B. A locality may by ordinance regulate the frequenting, playing in or loitering in public places of
amusement by minors, and may prescribe punishment for violations of such ordinances not to exceed
that prescribed for a Class 3 misdemeanor.

C. Without limiting or restricting the general powers created by this section, the term "public place"
shall also include public libraries.

Code 1950, § 15-8; 1954, c. 529; 1956, cc. 218, 664; 1956, Ex. Sess., c. 40; 1958, c. 279; 1960, c.
606; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-514; 1968, c. 425; 1983, c. 502, § 15.1-33.4; 1995, cc. 59, 658; 1997, c. 587;
1998, c. 865; 1999, c. 1023; 2004, c. 462; 2009, c. 481.

§ 15.2-926.1. Bounties for coyotes.

Any locality may by ordinance permit the killing of coyotes within its boundaries at any time and may
pay, out of any available funds, a bounty for each coyote killed within its boundaries. The ordinance
may prescribe the conditions to be met and the evidence to be submitted before any such payment is
made, as well as the amount of the bounty to be paid.
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1999, c. 487.

§ 15.2-926.2. Adoption of ordinances prohibiting obscenity.

The locality may adopt ordinances to prohibit obscenity or conduct paralleling the provisions of Article
5(§ 18.2-372 et seq.) and Article 6 (§ 18.2-390 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 18.2 and prohibiting the
dissemination to juveniles of, and their access to, materials deemed harmful to juveniles as defined in
subsection (6) of § 18.2-390 in public at places frequented by juveniles or where juveniles are or may
be invited as part of the general public. Exceptions as provided in § 18.2-391.1 shall apply thereto.
The penalty for violating the provisions of such ordinance shall not be greater than the penalty
imposed for a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Code 1950, § 18.1-236.5; 1970, c. 423; 1975, cc. 14, 15, § 18.2-389; 1977, c. 295; 1982, c. 477; 1991,
c. 710; 2004, c. 462.

§ 15.2-926.3. Local regulation of certain aircraft.
A. No political subdivision may regulate the use of a privately owned, unmanned aircraft system as
defined in § 19.2-60.1 within its boundaries.

B. Notwithstanding the prohibition of subsection A, a political subdivision may, by ordinance or reg-
ulation, regulate the take-off and landing of an unmanned aircraft, as defined in § 19.2-60.1, on prop-
erty owned by the political subdivision. Such ordinance or regulation shall be developed and
authorized in accordance with the rules and regulations promulgated by the Department of Aviation
(the Department). Such rules and regulations shall be in accordance with federal rules and reg-
ulations and shall include a process for adoption of an ordinance or regulation, exemptions to the
ordinance or regulation, political subdivision training, and notification requirements. The political sub-
division shall report to the Department any ordinance or regulation adopted pursuant to this section,
and the Department shall publish and update annually on its website, and any other website the
Department deems appropriate, a summary of any such ordinance or regulation adopted.

C. Nothing in this section shall permit a person to go or enter upon land owned by a political sub-
division solely because he is in possession of an unmanned aircraft system if he would not otherwise
be permitted entry upon such land.

D. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit (i) the take-off or landing of an unmanned air-
craft by a commercial operator in compliance with Federal Aviation Administration regulations, or as
deemed reasonable or necessary by private or public entities for emergency or maintenance support
functions or services, including the protection and maintenance of public or private critical infra-
structure; (ii) the landing of an unmanned aircraft by an operator in compliance with Federal Aviation
Administration regulations as deemed reasonable or necessary by the operator in the event of a tech-
nical malfunction of an unmanned aircraft system; (iii) the take-off or landing of an unmanned aircraft
being operated by a sworn public safety officer in the performance of his duties; or (iv) the take-off or
landing of an unmanned aircraft owned or operated by the United States government, or any operator
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under contract with any agency of the United States government, in performance of his assigned
duties.

2016, c. 451: 2018, cc. 851, 852: 2020, c. 345.

§ 15.2-926.4. Regulation of smoking in outdoor amphitheater or concert venue; civil penalty.
A. Any locality, by ordinance, may designate reasonable no-smoking areas within an outdoor amphi-
theater or concert venue owned by that locality.

B. An ordinance adopted pursuant to this section shall:

1. Require the locality to install adequate signs within each outdoor amphitheater or concert venue
that designate the no-smoking areas within such outdoor amphitheater or concert venue;

2. Provide that no person shall smoke in any area or place designated as a no-smoking area and that
any person who continues to smoke in such area or place after having been asked to refrain from
smoking shall be subject to a civil penalty of not more than $25; and

3. Provide that any law-enforcement officer may issue a summons regarding a violation of the ordin-
ance.

C. Civil penalties assessed under this section shall be paid into the treasury of the locality where the
offense occurred and shall be expended solely for public health purposes.

2019, c. 713.

Article 2 - WASTE AND RECYCLING

§ 15.2-927. Garbage and refuse disposal.

Any locality may collect and dispose of garbage and other refuse; may regulate and inspect incin-
erators, dumps and other places and facilities for the disposal of garbage and other refuse and the
manner in which such incinerators, dumps, places and facilities are operated or maintained; and
without liability to the owner thereof may prevent the use thereof for such purposes when they con-
tribute or are likely to contribute to the contraction or spread of infectious, contagious or dangerous dis-
eases.

Code 1950, § 15-77.21; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-857; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-928. Local recycling and waste disposal; powers; penalties.

A. Any locality may (i) provide and operate, within or outside its boundaries, solid waste management
facilities and appurtenances for the collection, management, recycling and disposal of solid waste,
recyclable materials, and other refuse of the residents and businesses of the locality; (ii) contract with
other localities to provide such services jointly; (iii) contract with others for supplying such services;
(iv) contract with any locality or agency of the Commonwealth to provide such services for either entity;
(v) prohibit the disposal of garbage or recyclable materials in or at any place other than that provided
by the public or private sector for the purpose; (vi) charge and collect compensation for such services;
(vii) regulate the times and placement of waste and waste containers set out for collection, such
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regulation to require notice so as to allow removal by the owner of the waste or waste containers prior
to imposition of a civil penalty, provided that, in the City of Roanoke, provided the third notice required
herein included an opportunity for the owner to be heard, the civil penalty may be imposed without fur-
ther notice after the third notice for violation; (viii) provide penalties, including either criminal or civil
penalties, for the unauthorized use of or failure to use such facilities. Prosecution of either a civil or
criminal offense shall preclude prosecution of the other for the same offense; and (ix) grant incentives
to encourage recycling.

B. Any locality may by ordinance limit the use of solid waste depositories or receptacles, owned or
maintained by the locality, to the disposal of garbage and other solid waste originating from within the
boundaries of such locality. Any locality adopting such an ordinance may provide penalties for its viol-
ation pursuant to subsection A.

C. For the purposes of this section, recyclable materials shall be those materials identified in a plan
adopted pursuant to § 10.1-1411 and regulations promulgated thereunder. Nothing in this section
shall invalidate the actions of any locality taken prior to enactment of this section. Nothing in this sec-
tion shall be construed as prohibiting any generator of recyclable materials from selling, conveying or
arranging for transportation of such materials to a recycler for reuse or reclamation, nor preventing a
recycling company or nonprofit entity from collecting and transporting recyclable materials from a buy-
back center, drop box or any generator of recyclable materials.

1991, c. 665, § 15.1-11.5:3; 1997, cc. 236, 587; 2000, c. 231; 2002, cc. 161, 690; 2003, c. 518; 20086, c.
847.

§ 15.2-929. Solid waste management facility siting approval.

A. Any locality may enact an ordinance regulating the siting of solid waste management facilities
within its boundaries. The ordinance shall prescribe the criteria, form of application, and procedure,
which shall include a public hearing, for siting approval. In establishing the criteria, the locality shall
consider the potential effect of the siting of a solid waste management facility on the health, safety and
welfare of the residents of the locality. Any person desiring to site a solid waste management facility
within the boundaries of any locality which has adopted an ordinance pursuant to this section shall file
its application with the governing body of the locality. Within 120 days of the receipt of an application
which complies with the provisions of the ordinance, the governing body shall grant or deny siting
approval. Failure to act within 120 days shall constitute a granting of siting approval.

B. Whenever any governing body denies siting approval, the applicant shall be entitled to appeal such
decision to the circuit court of the jurisdiction denying siting approval.

C. Any person who has already been issued a permit to operate a solid waste management facility by
the Department of Environmental Quality or has received zoning or other land use approval for the sit-
ing of the facility, prior to July 1, 1989, shall not be required to obtain siting approval for such solid
waste management facility pursuant to the provisions of this section.

1989, c. 623, § 15.1-11.02; 1997, c. 587.
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§ 15.2-930. Regulation of garbage and refuse pickup and disposal services; contracting for such ser-
vices.

A. Any locality may by ordinance impose license taxes upon and otherwise regulate the services
rendered by any business engaged in the pickup and disposal of garbage, trash or refuse, wherein ser-
vice will be provided to the residents of any such locality. Such regulation may include the delineation
of service areas, the limitation of the number of persons engaged in such service in any such service
area, including the creation of one or more exclusive service areas, and the regulation of rates of
charge for any such service.

Such locality is authorized to contract with any person, whether profit or nonprofit, for garbage and
refuse pickup and disposal services in its respective jurisdiction.

B. Prior to enacting an ordinance pursuant to subsection A which displaces a private company
engaged in the provision of pickup and disposal of garbage, trash or refuse in service areas, the gov-
erning body shall: (i) hold at least one public hearing seeking comment on the advisability of such
ordinance; (ii) provide at least forty-five days' written notice of the hearing, delivered by first class mail
to all private companies which provide the service in the locality and which the locality is able to
identify through local government records; and (iii) provide public notice of the hearing. Following the
final public hearing held pursuant to the preceding sentence, but in no event longer than one year
after the hearing, a governing body may enact an ordinance pursuant to subsection A which displaces
a private company engaged in the provision of pickup and disposal of garbage, trash or refuse in a ser-
vice area if the ordinance provides that private companies will not be displaced until five years after its
passage. As an alternative to delaying displacement five years, a governing body may pay a company
an amount equal to the company's preceding twelve months' gross receipts for the displaced service
in the displacement area. Such five-year period shall lapse as to any private company being dis-
placed when such company ceases to provide service within the displacement area.

For purposes of this section, "displace" or "displacement" means an ordinance prohibiting a private
company from providing the service it is providing at the time a decision to displace is made. Displace
or displacement does not mean: (i) competition between the public sector and private companies for
individual contracts; (ii) situations where a locality or combination of localities, at the end of a contract
with a private company, does not renew the contract and either awards the contract to another private
company or, following a competitive process conducted in accordance with the Virginia Public Pro-
curement Act, decides for any reason to contract with a public service authority established pursuant
to the Virginia Water and Waste Authorities Act, or, following such competitive process, decides for
any reason to provide such pickup and disposal service itself; (iii) situations where action is taken
against a company because the company has acted in a manner threatening to the health and safety
of the locality's citizens or resulting in a substantial public nuisance; (iv) situations where action is
taken against a private company because the company has materially breached its contract with the
locality or combination of localities; (v) situations where a private company refuses to continue oper-
ations under the terms and conditions of its existing agreement during the five-year period; (vi)



entering into a contract with a private company to provide pickup and disposal of garbage, trash or
refuse in a service area so long as such contract is not entered into pursuant to an ordinance which
displaces or authorizes the displacement of another private company providing pickup and disposal of
garbage, trash or refuse in such service area; or (vii) situations where at least fifty-five percent of the
property owners in the displacement area petition the governing body to take over such collection ser-
vice.

C. Any county with a population in excess of 800,000 may by ordinance provide civil penalties not
exceeding $500 per offense for persons willfully contracting with a solid waste collector or collectors
not licensed or permitted to perform refuse collection services within the county. For purposes of this
section, evidence of a willful violation is the voluntary contracting by a person with a solid waste col-
lector after having received written notice from the county that the solid waste collector is not licensed
or permitted to operate within that county. Written notice may be provided by certified mail or by any
appropriate method specified in Article 4 (§ 8.01-296 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 8.01.

D. Fairfax County may by ordinance authorize the local police department to serve a summons to
appear in court on solid waste collectors operating within that county without a license or permit. Each
day the solid waste collector operates within the county without a license or permit is a separate
offense, punishable by a fine of up to $500.

1968, c. 419, § 15.1-28.1; 1970, c. 219; 1978, c. 251; 1984, c. 763; 1994, c. 458; 1995, c. 660; 1997, c.
587; 2007, c. 813.

§ 15.2-931. Regulation of garbage and refuse pickup and disposal services; contracting for such ser-
vices in certain localities.

A. Localities may adopt ordinances requiring the delivery of all or any portion of the garbage, trash or
refuse generated or disposed of within such localities to waste disposal facilities located therein, or to
waste disposal facilities located outside of such localities if the localities have contracted for capacity
at or service from such facilities.

Such ordinances may not be adopted until the local governing body, following one or more public
hearings, has made the following findings:

1. That other waste disposal facilities, including privately owned facilities and regional facilities, are:
(i) unavailable; (ii) inadequate; (iii) unreliable; or (iv) not economically feasible, to meet the current and
anticipated needs of the locality for waste disposal capacity; and

2. That the ordinance is necessary to ensure the availability of adequate financing for the construction,
expansion or closing of the locality's facilities, and the costs incidental or related thereto.

No ordinance adopted by a locality under this subsection shall prevent or prohibit the disposal of
garbage, trash or refuse at any facility: (i) which has been issued a solid waste management facility
permit by an agency of the Commonwealth on or before July 1, 1991; or (ii) for which a Part A permit
application for a new solid waste management facility permit, including local governing body
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certification, was submitted to the Department of Waste Management in accordance with § 10.1-
1408.1 B on or before December 31, 1991.

B. Localities may provide in any ordinance adopted under this section that it is unlawful for any person
to dispose of his garbage, trash and refuse in or at any other place. No such ordinance making it
unlawful to dispose of garbage, trash and refuse in any other place shall apply to the occupants of
single-family residences or family farms disposing of their own garbage, trash or refuse if such occu-
pants have paid the fees, rates and charges of other single-family residences and family farms in the
same service area.

No ordinance adopted under this section shall apply to garbage, trash and refuse generated, pur-
chased or utilized by an entity engaged in the business of manufacturing, mining, processing, refining
or conversion except for an entity engaged in the production of energy or refuse-derived fuels for sale
to a person other than any entity controlling, controlled by or under the same control as the man-
ufacturer, miner, processor, refiner or converter. Nor shall such ordinance apply to (i) recyclable mater-
ials, which are those materials that have been source-separated by any person or materials that have
been separated from garbage, trash and refuse by any person for utilization in both cases as a raw
material to be manufactured into a product other than fuel or energy, (ii) construction debris to be dis-
posed of in a landfill, or (iii) waste oil. Such ordinances may provide penalties, fines and other pun-
ishment for violations.

Such localities are authorized to contract with any person, whether profit or nonprofit, for garbage and
refuse pickup and disposal services in their respective localities and to enter into contracts relating to
waste disposal facilities which recover energy or materials from garbage, trash and refuse. Such con-
tracts may make provision for, among other things, (i) the purchase by the localities of all or a portion
of the disposal capacity of a waste disposal facility located within or outside the localities for their
present or future waste disposal requirements, (ii) the operation of such facility by the localities, (iii) the
delivery by or on behalf of the contracting localities of specified quantities of garbage, trash and
refuse, whether or not such counties, cities, and towns collect such garbage, trash and refuse, and the
making of payments in respect of such quantities of garbage, trash and refuse, whether or not such
garbage, trash and refuse are delivered, including payments in respect of revenues lost if garbage,
trash and refuse are not delivered, (iv) adjustments to payments made by the localities in respect of
inflation, changes in energy prices or residue disposal costs, taxes imposed upon the facility owner or
operator, or other events beyond the control of the facility operator or owners, (v) the fixing and col-
lection of fees, rates or charges for use of the disposal facility and for any product or service resulting
from operation of the facility, and (vi) such other provision as is necessary for the safe and effective
construction, maintenance or operation of such facility, whether or not such provision displaces com-
petition in any market. Any such contract shall not be deemed to be a debt or gift of the localities within
the meaning of any law, charter provision or debt limitation. Nothing in the foregoing powers granted
such localities includes the authority to pledge the full faith and credit of such localities in violation of
Article X, Section 10 of the Constitution of Virginia.
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It has been and is continuing to be the policy of the Commonwealth to authorize each locality to dis-
place or limit competition in the area of garbage, trash or refuse collection services and garbage, trash
or refuse disposal services to provide for the health and safety of its citizens, to control disease, to pre-
vent blight and other environmental degradation, to promote the generation of energy and the recovery
of useful resources from garbage, trash and refuse, to protect limited natural resources for the benefit
of its citizens, to limit noxious odors and unsightly garbage, trash and refuse and decay and to pro-
mote the general health and welfare by providing for adequate garbage, trash and refuse collection
services and garbage, trash and refuse disposal services. Accordingly, governing bodies are directed
and authorized to exercise all powers regarding garbage, trash and refuse collection and garbage,
trash and refuse disposal notwithstanding any anti-competitive effect.

C. The following localities may by ordinance require the delivery of all or any portion of the garbage,
trash and refuse generated or disposed of within such localities to waste disposal facilities located
therein or to waste disposal facilities located outside of such localities if the localities have contracted
for capacity at or service from such facilities: (i) Arlington County or the City of Alexandria, singly or
jointly, two or all of such counties and cities; (ii) Fairfax County, Fauquier County, Loudoun County,
Prince William County, or Stafford County and any town situated within or city wholly surrounded by
any of such counties, singly or jointly, two or more of such localities, that have by resolution of the gov-
erning body committed the locality to own or operate a resource recovery waste disposal facility; and
(iii) localities which are members of the Richmond Regional Planning District No. 15 or Crater Plan-
ning District No. 19, singly or jointly, two or more of such localities, that by ordinance of the governing
body after a minimum of two public hearings, and after complying with applicable provisions of the
Public Procurement Act (Chapter 43 (§ 2.2-4300 et seq.) of Title 2.2), have committed the locality to
own, operate or contract for the operation of a resource recovery waste disposal facility.

1984, c. 763, § 15.1-28.01; 1987, c. 422; 1988, c. 264; 1991, cc. 521, 615; 1997, c. 587; 2007, c. 813.

§ 15.2-932. Authorization to enter into certain contracts for garbage and refuse pickup and disposal
services; waste recovery facilities.

Any locality is authorized to contract with any person, whether profit or nonprofit, for garbage and
refuse pickup and disposal services in its locality and to enter into contracts relating to waste disposal
facilities which recover energy or materials from garbage, trash and refuse. Such contracts may make
provision for, among other things, (i) the purchase by the locality of all or a portion of the disposal capa-
city of a waste disposal facility located within or outside the locality for its present or future waste dis-
posal requirements, (ii) the operation of such facility by the locality, (iii) the delivery by or on behalf of
the contracting locality of specified quantities of garbage, trash and refuse, whether or not such locality
collects such garbage, trash and refuse, and the making of payments in respect of such quantities of
garbage, trash and refuse, for such garbage, trash and refuse delivered, (iv) adjustments to payments
made by the locality in respect of inflation, changes in energy prices or residue disposal costs, taxes
imposed upon the facility owner or operator, or other events beyond the control of the facility operator
or owners, (v) the fixing and collection of fees, rates or charges for use of the disposal facility and for
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any product or service resulting from operation of the facility, and (vi) such other provision as is neces-
sary for the safe and effective construction, maintenance or operation of such facility, whether or not
such provision displaces competition in any market. Any such contract shall not be deemed to be a
debt or gift of the localities within the meaning of any law, charter provision or debt limitation. Nothing
in the foregoing powers granted such locality shall include the authority to pledge the full faith and
credit of such locality in violation of Article X, Section 10 of the Constitution of Virginia.

1985, c. 558, § 15.1-28.02; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-933. Ordinances requiring delivery of garbage, trash and refuse to certain facilities; excep-
tions.

Any ordinance requiring the delivery of all or any portion of the garbage, trash or refuse generated or
disposed of within a locality to waste disposal facilities located within or outside the locality, or oth-
erwise prohibiting the disposal of garbage, trash and refuse in or at any other place other than that
provided for the purpose, shall not apply to garbage, trash and refuse generated, purchased or utilized
by an entity engaged in the business of manufacturing, mining, processing, refining or conversion
except for an entity engaged in the production of energy or refuse-derived fuels for sale to a person
other than any entity controlling, controlled by or under the same control as the manufacturer, miner,
processor, refiner or converter. Nor shall such ordinance apply to (i) recyclable materials, which are
those materials that have been source-separated by any person or materials that have been sep-
arated from garbage, trash and refuse by any person for utilization in both cases as a raw material to
be manufactured into a new product other than fuel or energy, (ii) construction debris to be disposed of
in a landfill or (iii) waste oil.

1985, c. 558, § 15.1-28.03; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-934. Displacement of private waste companies.

No locality or combination of localities shall displace a private company providing garbage, trash or
refuse collection service without first: (i) holding at least one public hearing seeking comment on the
advisability of the locality or combination of localities providing such service; (ii) providing at least 45
days' written notice of the hearing, delivered by first class mail to all private companies that provide

the service in the locality or localities and that the locality or localities are able to identify through local
government records; (iii) providing public notice of the hearing; and (iv) making a written finding of at
least one of the following: (a) adequate or sufficient privately-owned refuse collection and disposal ser-
vices are not available; (b) the use of privately-owned and operated services has substantially
endangered the public health or created a public nuisance; (c) privately-owned services, although
available, are not able to provide needed services in a reasonable and cost-efficient manner; or (d) dis-
placement is necessary to provide for the development or operation of a regional system of refuse col-
lection or disposal for two or more localities. After making the findings required by this section, and not
longer than one year after the final public hearing, the locality or combination of localities may proceed
to take measures necessary to provide such service. A locality or combination of localities shall
provide five years' notice to a private company before the locality or combination of localities engages



in the actual provision of the service that displaces the company. As an alternative to delaying dis-
placement five years, a locality or combination of localities may pay a displaced company an amount
equal to the company's preceding 12 months' gross receipts for the displaced service in the dis-
placement area. Such five-year period shall lapse as to any private company being displaced when
such company ceases to provide service within the displacement area.

For purposes of this section, "displace" or "displacement" means a locality's or a combination of loc-
alities' provision of a service which prohibits a private company from providing the same service and
which the company is providing at the time the decision to displace is made. Displace or displacement
does not mean: (i) competition between the public sector and private companies for individual con-
tracts; (ii) situations where a locality or combination of localities, at the end of a contract with a private
company, does not renew the contract and either awards the contract to another private company or,
following a competitive process conducted in accordance with the Virginia Public Procurement Act,
decides for any reason to contract with a public service authority established pursuant to the Virginia
Water and Waste Authorities Act, or, following such competitive process, decides for any reason to
provide such collection service itself; (iii) situations where action is taken against a private company
because the company has acted in a manner threatening to the health and safety of a locality's cit-
izens or resulting in a substantial public nuisance; (iv) situations where action is taken against a
private company because the company has materially breached its contract with the locality or com-
bination of localities; (v) situations where a private company refuses to continue operations under the
terms and conditions of its existing agreement during the five-year notice period; (vi) entering into a
contract with a private company to provide garbage, trash or refuse collection so long as such contract
is not entered into pursuant to an ordinance which displaces or authorizes the displacement of
another private company providing garbage, trash or refuse collection; or (vii) situations where at least
55% of the property owners in the displacement area petition the governing body to take over such col-
lection service.

1995, c. 660, § 15.1-28.04; 1997, c. 587; 2006, c. 74.

§ 15.2-935. Authority to prohibit placement of leaves or grass clippings in landfills.

A. Any locality may by ordinance prohibit the disposal of leaves or grass clippings in any privately
operated landfill within its jurisdiction, provided such locality has implemented a composting program
which is capable of handling all leaves and grass clippings generated within the jurisdiction.

However, no such ordinance shall contain provisions which penalize anyone other than the initial gen-
erator of such leaves or grass clippings.

B. For purposes of this section, the term "composting" means the manipulation of the natural aerobic
process of decomposition of organic materials to increase the rate of decomposition.

C. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit any locality from prohibiting the disposal of
leaves and grass clippings in any public landfill which it operates if that locality has implemented a


http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?951+ful+CHAP0660
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?061+ful+CHAP0074

composting program which is capable of handling all leaves and grass clippings generated within its
jurisdiction.

1990, c. 172, § 15.1-11.5:1; 1992, c. 638; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-936. Garbage and refuse disposal; fee exemption.

Persons may be exempted, deferred, or charged a lesser amount by a locality from paying any
charges and fees authorized by any law for the collection and disposal of garbage and refuse. Ordin-
ances providing for such exemptions, deferrals or charges of lesser amounts may be conditioned
upon only the income criteria as provided by § 58.1-3211 as in effect on December 31, 2010.

1992, cc. 197, 458, § 15.1-11.04; 1993, cc. 643, 651; 1997, c. 587; 2011, cc. 438, 496.

§ 15.2-937. Separation of solid waste.

A. Any locality may by ordinance require any person to separate solid waste for collection and recyc-
ling. Any such ordinance shall specify the type of materials to be separated. No such ordinance shall
affect the right of any person to sell or otherwise dispose of waste material as provided in § 15.2-933
or permitted under any other law of the Commonwealth, nor shall any such ordinance impose any liab-
ility upon any apartment or commercial office building owner or manager for failure of tenants to com-
ply with any provisions of the ordinance adopted pursuant to this section or upon any waste hauler for
failure of its customers to comply with such ordinance. No such ordinance shall impose criminal pen-
alties for failure to comply with its provisions; however, such ordinance may prescribe civil penalties
for violations of the provisions of the ordinance.

B. Any locality may by ordinance provide for the reasonable inspection at any landfill within their jur-
isdiction of any tractor truck semitrailer combination with five or more axles transporting solid waste to
any landfill within their jurisdiction to ensure separation of such solid waste in accordance with all
applicable state laws and regulations. In enforcing such ordinance, there shall be a rebuttable pre-
sumption that solid waste transported from any jurisdiction which has comparable requirements for
waste recycling is in compliance with such ordinance.

C. For purposes of this section, the term "recycling" has the meaning ascribed to itin § 10.1-1414.
1988, c. 373, § 15.1-11.5; 1990, cc. 608, 961; 1992, c. 638; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-938. Preference for purchase of recycled paper and paper products.

A. Any locality may by ordinance require that in determining the award of any contract for paper or
paper products to be purchased for use by any division, department, or agency of such locality, the pur-
chasing agent for such locality shall procure using competitive sealed bidding and shall award to the
lowest responsible bidder offering recycled paper or paper products of a quality suitable for the pur-
pose intended, so long as the bid price is not more than ten percent greater than the bid price of the
low responsive and responsible bidder offering a product that does not qualify under subsection B of
this section.
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B. For purposes of this section, recycled paper and paper products means any paper and paper
products meeting the EPA Recommended Content Standards as defined in former 40 C.F.R. Part 247.

1990, cc. 449, 857, § 15.1-11.5:01; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-939. Ordinances requiring recycling reports.

Any locality may by ordinance require all nonresidential solid waste generators and companies that
manage solid waste or recycle materials generated within its jurisdiction to annually report such non-
proprietary information regarding waste generation, waste management, and recycling as is neces-
sary to facilitate compliance with regulations adopted pursuantto § 10.1-1411. Any report required
under this section shall be based on volume or weight, provided that where such measurements can-
not be accurately determined, the report may be based on carefully estimated data.

1990, cc. 540, 563, § 15.1-11.5:2; 1997, c. 587.
Article 3 - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT; TOURISM; HISTORIC PRESERVATION

§ 15.2-940. Expenditures for promoting resources and advantages of locality.

Any locality may, in its discretion, expend funds from the locally derived revenues of the locality for the
purpose of promoting the resources and advantages of the locality. Such purpose shall include,
without limiting the generality thereof, watershed projects and expenditures in connection therewith.

Code 1950, §§ 15-11 through 15-13; 1952, c. 117; 1956, c. 25; 1960, cc. 168, 176; 1962, c. 623, §
15.1-10; 1994, c. 593; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-941. Participation by local government in certain loan programs.

Any locality or other political subdivision may participate in a program known as the "Virginia Shell
Building Initiative." It is the intent of the General Assembly that this program, administered by the Vir-
ginia Economic Development Partnership, make available moneys to any locality or any other political
subdivision for the express purpose of constructing industrial shell buildings, or renovating existing
buildings, to be sold or leased at public or private sale to any person that will locate thereon any man-
ufacturing, processing, technology-related or similar establishment.

Prior to filing an application with the Authority to participate in this program, the governing body shall
hold a public hearing on the application and disposal of the proposed industrial shell buildings and
related real estate. This public hearing process shall fulfill the public hearing requirements for the dis-
posal of property set forth in § 15.2-1800.

1989, c. 285, § 15.1-18.4; 1996, cc. 590, 598; 1997, c. 587; 2001, c. 66.

§ 15.2-941.1. Creation of abandoned school revitalization zones.

A. Any locality may establish by ordinance one or more abandoned school revitalization zones for the
purpose of providing incentives to private entities to purchase or develop real property or to assemble
parcels suitable for economic development that include an abandoned school site. Each locality estab-
lishing an abandoned school revitalization zone may grant incentives and provide regulatory flex-

ibility.
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B. The incentives provided for in this section may include, but shall not be limited to, (i) reduction of
permit fees, (ii) reduction of user fees, (iii) reduction of any type of gross receipts tax or any other type
of local tax as permitted by state law, and (iv) waiver of tax liens to facilitate the sale of property, if
deemed appropriate.

C. Incentives established pursuant to this section may extend for a period of up to 10 years from the
date of initial establishment of the abandoned school revitalization zone; however, the extent and dur-
ation of any incentive shall conform to the requirements of applicable federal and state law.

D. The regulatory flexibility provided in an abandoned school revitalization zone may include (i) spe-
cial zoning for the district; (ii) the use of a special permit process; (iii) exemption from certain specified
ordinances, excluding ordinances or provisions of ordinances adopted pursuant to the requirements of
the Erosion and Sediment Control Law (§ 62.1-44.15:51 et seq.) and the Virginia Stormwater Man-

agement Act (§ 62.1-44.15:24 et seq.); and (iv) any other incentives adopted by ordinance, which shall

be binding upon the locality for a period of up to 10 years.

E. The governing body may establish a service district for the provision of additional public services
pursuant to Chapter 24 (§ 15.2-2400 et seq.).

F. A school located in an abandoned school revitalization zone shall be eligible for participation in the
Virginia Shell Building Initiative pursuantto § 15.2-941.

G. This section shall not authorize any local government powers that are not expressly granted herein.

H. Prior to adopting or amending any ordinance pursuant to this section, a locality shall provide for
notice and public hearing in accordance with subsection A of § 15.2-2204.

2018, cc. 498, 499.

§ 15.2-942. Local government participation in certain events.
Any locality may provide for the re-creation and portrayal of important historical or cultural events asso-
ciated with or which have taken place within the locality. Such locality may:

1. Enter into agreements with public or private nonprofit organizations to stage and promote such
events;

2. Charge admission to such events, permit street vending, the sale of food, beverages, and mer-
chandise related to and compatible with the objectives of the public celebration arranged for such
events, or to delegate to such organizations the authority to do so;

3. Delegate to such organizations the collection of license fees from vendors;
4. Require a surety bond adequate to protect the public interest;
5. Restrict traffic on designated streets for the duration of the events; and

6. Make gifts by ordinance to such organizations from its treasury in furtherance of the re-creation and
portrayal of such important historical or cultural events.

1984, c. 588, § 15.1-28.6; 1997, c. 587.
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§ 15.2-943. Operation and maintenance of living historical farm museums.

A. The General Assembly finds that there is a public interest in encouraging the development of living
historical farm museums to preserve for posterity living examples of earlier farm operation and farm life
in Virginia. Such living historical farm museums lead to respect for the past, the education of the
young and also serve as tourist attractions in the Commonwealth.

B. A "living historical farm museum," for the purposes of this section, shall be a nonprofit corporation
or association dedicating no less than five acres for the sole purpose of portraying by restoration, pre-
servation or reconstruction of farm operation and farm life, including milling, of a selected period in the
agricultural history of Virginia. The requirement that the museum shall be nonprofit shall not prevent
the museum from charging admittance fees adequate to cover costs of operation and maintenance.

C. Any locality may provide, by appropriate ordinance, that whenever a person dedicates five or more
acres to a nonprofit corporation or association dedicated solely for the purpose of organizing, oper-
ating, and maintaining a living historical farm museum, such person may be authorized to build and
maintain such structures for the living historical farm museum as will be used in the operation, main-
tenance and support of such museum, subject, however, to any provisions of any zoning or planning
ordinance of such locality.

1973, ¢c. 332, § 15.1-18.1:1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-943.1. Creation of arts and cultural districts.

A. Any locality, or combination of localities, may by ordinance, or in the case of multiple localities by
substantially similar ordinances, establish within the boundaries of such localities one or more arts
and cultural districts for the purpose of increasing awareness and support for the arts and culture in
the locality. The locality may provide incentives for the support and creation of arts and cultural ven-
ues in each district. The locality may also grant tax incentives and provide certain regulatory flexibility
in each arts and cultural district.

B. The tax incentives for each district may be provided for up to 10 years and may include, but not be
limited to, (i) reduction of permit fees, (ii) reduction of user fees, (iii) reduction of any type of gross
receipts tax, and (iv) rebate of real estate property taxes. The extent and duration of such incentive pro-
posals shall conform to the requirements of the Constitutions of Virginia and of the United States.

C. Each locality may also provide for regulatory flexibility in each district that may include, but not be
limited to, (i) special zoning for the district, (ii) permit process reform, (iii) exemption from ordinances,
and (iv) any other incentive adopted by ordinance, which shall be binding upon the locality for a
period of up to 10 years.

2018, c. 396.

§ 15.2-944. Authority to acquire and preserve places and things of historical interest.
Any locality may acquire, except by condemnation, sites, landmarks, structures and records of his-
torical interest and value to the Commonwealth and may restore and preserve them, or may convey
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them to a nonstock corporation chartered under Virginia law for the purposes of acquiring and pre-
serving such places and things. A locality may appropriate money to any such corporation.

Code 1950, § 15-7.3; 1962, c. 333, § 15.1-18.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-944.1. Notification prior to sale or transfer of ownership of certain historic properties.

A. Any charitable or civic organization or museum that (i) has been granted tax exempt status under §
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code; (ii) owns real property that is designated as historic under a
local zoning ordinance or meets the criteria for a historic area under § 15.2-2201; and (iii) is operating
that property as a historic attraction open to the public for interpretation for more than 100 days per
year, shall notify in writing the locality's chief administrative officer, the Department of Historic
Resources, and the Office of Attorney General of its intent to sell or transfer ownership of such prop-

erty.
B. Such notification shall be provided at least ninety days prior to the public offering for sale of such

property, or if no public offering is made, at least ninety days prior to the acceptance of a purchase
offer for such property.

C. The notification required pursuant to subsection A shall be waived where (i) only a portion of the
property is sold or transferred and the portion that is not sold or transferred remains open to the public
at least 100 days a year; (ii) the property is being transferred to another owner who has been granted
tax exempt status under § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and the property remains open to
the public at least 100 days a year; or (iii) an easement, right-of-way, or leasehold interest in the prop-
erty is being sold or transferred and the property remains open to the public at least 100 days a year.

D. Failure to provide the notification required by this section shall not be the basis for invalidation of
any sale, but may subject the terms of the sale to special review by the locality or the Attorney General
to ensure that such sale has not resulted in a violation of any public law or charitable trust obligation
by the transferring organization or entity.

2001, c. 780.

§ 15.2-945. Acquisition and housing of relics, paintings, carvings, sculpture and other works of art.
The governing body of any locality may enter into agreements with appropriate authorities or agen-
cies, acting under legislation enacted by the Congress of the United States, or with any person to
provide and secure for such locality such relics and such paintings, carvings, sculpture and other
works of art as may be specified in such agreements and may appropriate buildings to house them.
For such purposes the governing body, notwithstanding any provision of Chapter 18 (§ 15.2-1800 et
seq.) or this chapter to the contrary, may furnish such materials, services and supplies and appropriate
and expend from the general funds of such locality such moneys as the governing body deems
proper.

Code 1950, § 15-706; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-281; 1997, c. 587.
§ 15.2-946. Regulation of tour guides and tourist guides.
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Any locality may, before issuing any license to do business as a tour guide or tourist guide, require
that an applicant for such license take and pass an examination to determine the fitness of such per-
son as to his knowledge of the history of the locality and of the historical and tourist attractions located
therein.

1984, c. 675, § 15.1-28.7; 1997, c. 587.

Article 3.1 - GOVERNOR'S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GRANT FUND

§§ 15.2-946.1 through 15.2-946.4. Expired.
Expired.

Article 4 - PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

§ 15.2-947. Systems of public transportation for certain counties or cities.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the governing body of any county or city not a member of a
transportation district, upon finding a need for a system of public transportation and the inability of the
governing body to reach a reasonable agreement for membership with an existing transportation dis-
trict, may create, operate, maintain or contract for a system of public transportation to be operated in
such county or city for the safety, comfort and convenience of the public. The governing body of any
such county or city providing a system of public transportation or desiring to provide such a system
may contract with any authority providing public transportation in contiguous localities for trans-
portation services or the interchange of passengers for the purpose of providing continuous service
between localities.

1974, c. 325, § 15.1-526.2; 1975, c. 404; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-948. Locality may designate continuing source of revenue for mass transit.

The governing body of any locality may, within the limits permitted by the Constitution, designate any
of its continuing sources of revenue, or portions thereof, as a stable and reliable source of revenue to
pay its mass transit operating and debt service expenses to the extent that such designation is
required by the United States as a prerequisite pursuant to Public Law 96-184 to the provision of
funds for mass transit construction and debt service which benefits any such locality.

1980, c. 226, § 15.1-37.3:5; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-949. Shared ride taxi systems, etc.; nonprofit vanpools.

As used herein, "shared ride taxi system" means a transportation system which employs taxicab-type
vehicles or other motor vehicles which can carry no more than six passengers, and which attempts to
arrange for use of such vehicles by more than one passenger per trip.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, any locality which is a member of any trans-
portation district may, with the concurrence of the transportation district commission that there is a
need for a shared ride taxi system and the unavailability of adequate existing public transportation or
public transportation proposed to be available within a reasonable period of time, construct, finance,



purchase, operate, maintain or contract for a shared ride taxi system to be operated in such locality for
the health, safety, welfare, comfort and convenience of the public. Such system may be financed from
general revenues or funds received from the United States government, from the Commonwealth or
any other source. Such system or the equipment and property needed for such system may also be
constructed or purchased from proceeds of bonds which may be issued pursuant to the Public Fin-
ance Act (§ 15.2-2600 et seq.). Rates may be charged for the use of the system in such amount as the
governing body of the locality deems reasonable, and different rates may be charged to different reas-
onable classifications of users.

The need for a shared ride taxi system and the unavailability of adequate existing or proposed public
transportation may be based on the lack of such system or on the lack of such system at such user
rates as will promote the health, safety, welfare, comfort and convenience of the public. Contracts may
be made with existing or proposed shared ride taxi systems, both publicly and privately owned, for the
subsidy of all users or groups of users.

In the administration of this section, private carriers are preferred over public ownership or operation;
therefore, before any such locality undertakes to establish and operate its own transportation system
which uses taxis or other similar vehicles, it shall first make a bona fide attempt to enter into contracts
with existing privately owned taxi businesses. If such locality cannot reach a reasonable agreement
within an equitable period of time, then it may by ordinance proceed to establish and operate its own
system.

In lieu of establishing a shared ride taxi system, such a locality may provide financial subsidies, low-
interest or interest-free loans, or tax incentives to assist with the capital costs involved in the estab-
lishment of nonprofit vanpools meeting the definition of ridesharing arrangements set forth in § 46.2-
1400.

Any such locality shall have all powers necessary or convenient to carry out any of the foregoing
powers.

1976, c. 303, § 15.1-37.3:3; 1988, c. 109; 1997, c. 587; 2002, c. 337.

Article 5 - ADDITIONAL POWERS

§ 15.2-950. Appropriations.

A locality may make appropriations for the purposes for which it is empowered to levy taxes and make
assessments, for the support of the locality, for the performance of its functions, and the accom-
plishment of all other lawful purposes and objectives, subject to such limitations as may be imposed
by law.

Code 1950, § 15-77.6; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-842; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-951. Acquisition, disposition and use of personal property by localities generally.
Localities, for the purposes of exercising any of their powers and duties and performing any of their
functions, may acquire by gift, bequest, purchase, lease, or installment purchase contract; and may
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own and make use of and may grant security interests in, sell and otherwise dispose of, within and out-
side the localities, personal property, including any interest, right or estate therein. In addition, loc-
alities may sell and otherwise dispose of surplus materials, as defined in § 2.2-1124, by public sale or
auction, including online public auction, provided that such sale or auction conforms with the pro-
cedures set forth in subdivisions B 3 through B 5 and subdivision B 8 of § 2.2-1124. In any instance
where personal property in any of the following categories: school or transit bus fleet, vehicle fleet, or
road construction equipment is sold with the intent to lease back the property, when the value of the
proposed sale amount exceeds $2,000,000 approval by the governing body, after notice and a public
hearing, shall be required. The public hearing shall be advertised once in a newspaper having gen-
eral circulation in the locality at least seven days prior to the date set for the hearing. Any debt incurred
by a municipality pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be subject to the limitations imposed
by Article VII, Section 10 of the Constitution of Virginia.

1986, c. 573, § 15.1-526.4; 1988, c. 810; 1989, c. 340, § 15.1-29.17; 1997, c. 587; 2005, c. 531; 2006,
cc. 468, 493.

§ 15.2-952. Political subdivisions may acquire property from United States.

Notwithstanding the provisions of any charter or any ordinance, any locality, sanitary district or other
political subdivision may, by ordinance or resolution, authorize the acquisition and purchase from the
United States of America, or any agency thereof, whether now existing or hereafter created, of any
equipment, supplies, materials or other property, real or personal, in such manner as such governing
body may determine.

It is the purpose of this section to enable any political subdivision of this Commonwealth to secure
from time to time promptly the benefits of acquisition and purchases as authorized by this section, to
aid them in securing advantageous purchases, to prevent unemployment and thereby to assist in pro-
motion of public welfare and to these ends such political subdivisions may do all things necessary or
convenient to carry out such purpose, in addition to the expressed power conferred by this section.
This section is remedial in nature and the powers hereby granted shall be liberally construed.

Code 1950, § 15-24; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-32; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-953. Donations to charitable institutions and associations, volunteer and nonprofit organ-
izations, chambers of commerce, etc.

A. Any locality may make appropriations of public funds, of personal property or of any real estate and
donations to the Virginia Indigent Health Care Trust Fund and to any charitable institution or asso-
ciation, located within their respective limits or outside their limits if such institution or association
provides services to residents of the locality; however, such institution or association shall not be con-
trolled in whole or in part by any church or sectarian society. The words "sectarian society" shall not
be construed to mean a nondenominational Young Men's Christian Association, a nondenominational
Young Women's Christian Association, Habitat for Humanity, or the Salvation Army. Nothing in this
section shall be construed to prohibit any county or city from making contracts with any sectarian insti-
tution for the care of indigent, sick or injured persons.
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B. Any locality may make gifts and donations of property, real or personal, or money to (i) any char-
itable institution or nonprofit or other organization providing housing for persons 60 years of age or
older or operating a hospital or nursing home; (ii) any association or other organization furnishing vol-
untary firefighting services; (iii) any nonprofit or volunteer emergency medical services agency, within
or outside the boundaries of the locality; (iv) any nonprofit recreational association or organization; (v)
any nonprofit organization providing recreational or daycare services to persons 65 years of age or
older; or (vi) any nonprofit association or organization furnishing services to beautify and maintain com-
munities or to prevent neighborhood deterioration. Gifts or donations of property, real or personal, or
money by any locality to any nonprofit association, recreational association, or organization described
in provision (iv), (v), or (vi) may be made provided the nonprofit association, recreational association,
or organization is not controlled in whole or in part by any church or sectarian society. Donations of
property or money to any such charitable, nonprofit or other hospital or nursing home, institution or
organization or nonprofit recreational associations or organizations may be made for construction pur-
poses, for operating expenses, or both.

A locality may make like gifts and donations to chambers of commerce which are nonprofit and non-
sectarian.

A locality may make like gifts, donations and appropriations of money to industrial development author-
ities for the purposes of promoting economic development.

A locality may make like gifts and donations to any and all public and private nonprofit organizations
and agencies engaged in commemorating historical events.

A locality may make like gifts and donations to any nonprofit organization that is exempt from taxation
under § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code that is engaged in providing energy efficiency ser-
vices or promoting energy efficiency within or without the boundaries of the locality.

A locality may make like gifts and donations to any nonprofit organization that is exempt from taxation
under § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code that is engaged in providing emergency relief to res-
idents, including providing the repair or replacement of private property damaged or destroyed by a
natural disaster.

A locality may make like gifts and donations to nonprofit foundations established to support the loc-
ality's public parks, libraries, and law enforcement. For the purposes of this paragraph, "donations" to
any such foundation shall include the lawful provision of in-kind resources.

A locality may make monetary gifts, donations, and appropriations of money to a public institution of
higher education in the Commonwealth that provides services to such locality's residents.

Public library materials that are discarded from their collections may be given to nonprofit organ-
izations that support library functions, including, but not limited to, friends of the library, library advisory
boards, library foundations, library trusts and library boards of trustees.



C. Any locality may make gifts and donations of personal property and may deliver such gifts and
donations to another governmental entity in or outside of the Commonwealth within the United States.

D. Any locality may by ordinance provide for payment to any volunteer emergency medical services
agency that meets the required minimum standards for such volunteer emergency medical services
agency set forth in the ordinance a sum for each rescue call the volunteer emergency medical ser-
vices agency makes for an automobile accident in which a person has been injured on any of the high-
ways or streets in the locality. In addition, unless otherwise prohibited by law, any locality may make
appropriations of money to volunteer fire companies or any volunteer emergency medical services
agency in an amount sufficient to enroll any qualified member of such volunteer fire company or emer-
gency medical services agency in any program available within the locality intended to defray out-of-
pocket expenses for transportation by an emergency medical services vehicle.

E. For the purposes of this section, "donations" shall include the lawful provision of in-kind resources
for any event sponsored by the donee and, with respect to any association or other organization fur-
nishing voluntary firefighting services or a nonprofit or volunteer emergency medical services agency,
the provision of in-kind resources for contract management services for capital projects; assistance in
preparing requests for information, bids, or proposals; and budgeting services.

F. Nothing in this section shall be construed to obligate any locality to appropriate funds to any entity.
Such charitable contribution shall be voluntary.

Code 1950, §§ 15-16, 15-16.1, 15-16.2; 1952, c. 381; 1959, Ex. Sess., c. 36; 1960, cc. 50, 225, 453;
1962, c. 623, §§ 15.1-24, 15.1-25, 15.1-26; 1964, c. 32; 1974, c. 514; 1994, cc. 254, 317; 1995, c. 333;
1997, c. 587; 1998, c. 376; 1999, c. 430; 2003, c. 182; 2004, c. 272; 2005, c. 327; 2006, c. 118; 2007,
cc. 292,592, 641; 2008, cc. 612,632; 2010, cc. 509, 600; 2014, c. 711; 2015, cc. 502, 503; 2020, cc.
439, 440.

§ 15.2-954. Loans to volunteer firefighting and rescue organizations.

Any locality may make loans of money appropriated from public funds to any nonprofit organization fur-
nishing firefighting or rescue services for the construction of facilities or the acquisition of equipment
that is to be used for the purpose of providing firefighting or rescue services.

1990, c. 125, § 15.1-24.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-954.1. Volunteer firefighter or volunteer emergency medical services personnel tuition reim-
bursement.

Notwithstanding any other provision to the contrary, any locality may by ordinance establish and
administer a tuition reimbursement program for eligible volunteer firefighters or volunteer emergency
medical services personnel, or both, for the purposes of recruitment and retention.

2003, c. 208; 2015, cc. 502, 503.

§ 15.2-955. Approval by local governing body for the establishment of volunteer emergency medical
services agencies and firefighting organizations.
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A. No volunteer emergency medical services agency or volunteer firefighting organization shall be
established in any locality on or after July 1, 1984, without the prior approval by resolution of the gov-
erning body.

B. Each locality shall seek to ensure that emergency medical services are maintained throughout the
entire locality.

1984, c. 599, § 15.1-26.01; 1997, c. 587; 2005, c. 418; 2015, cc. 502, 503.

§ 15.2-956. Participation in certain federal development programs.

A. Any locality may participate in a program under Title | (Community Development) of the United
States Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, the National Affordable Hous-
ing Act of 1990, the Housing and Community Development Act of 1992 or any other federal legislation
or program under which the locality may receive and use or administer the use of federal funds for
housing, community development or economic development purposes. Any such locality may under-
take the community development activities specified in such legislation or programs unless such activ-
ities are prohibited by the Constitution of Virginia. Any locality may appropriate its own moneys for the
same purposes for which federal funds may be employed under the provisions of such federal legis-
lation or program unless prohibited by the Constitution of Virginia. Any federal funds, or portion
thereof, received by a locality under such legislation or programs may be deposited in a special fund
which shall be established separate and apart from any other funds, general or special; such funds
shall be deemed to be federal funds and shall not be construed to be part of the revenues of such loc-
ality.

B. Any city with a population over 100,000 which appropriates local funds pursuant to subsection A
may use the income guidelines established by the Virginia Housing Development Authority for its
single-family mortgage subsidy program to determine eligibility for home-ownership assistance from
its local funds.

1976, c. 251, § 15.1-29.7; 1978, c. 374; 1979, c. 187; 1993, c. 380; 1995, c. 349; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-957. Participation by localities in certain leasing programs.

Any locality may participate in a program under § 8 (Housing Assistance Payments Program) of the
United States Housing Act of 1937, as amended, on behalf of eligible families or eligible persons leas-
ing privately owned housing directly from owners or private leaseholders. Any such locality may also
appropriate its own money for the same purposes for which federal funds may be employed under the
provisions of such federal legislation as well as for the purpose of increasing the payments to eligible
families or eligible persons beyond federally approved levels when the fair market rent of the rental
unit is greater than that established by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment.

If any power granted in the foregoing paragraph is held invalid, the other remaining power shall not be
affected thereby. If the application of the power granted in the foregoing paragraph to any persons or
circumstances is held invalid, the application of the power to other persons shall not be affected
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thereby. Nothing in the foregoing powers granted localities includes the authority to pledge the full
faith and credit of such locality in violation of Article X, Section 10 of the Constitution of Virginia.

1975, c. 534, § 15.1-29.6; 1976, c. 154; 1978, c. 592; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-958. Local funding for repair or production of low and moderate income rental property or
repair of residential property; other housing experiments.

It is hereby declared that the preservation of existing housing in safe and sanitary condition and the
production of new housing for persons of low and moderate income are public purposes and uses for
which public money may be spent, and that such preservation and production are governmental func-
tions of concern to the Commonwealth. Therefore, the governing body of any locality may provide by
ordinance that such locality may make grants or loans to owners of residential rental property occu-
pied, or to be occupied, following rehabilitation or after construction if new, by persons of low and mod-
erate income, for the purpose of rehabilitating or producing such property. Owners assisted in this
manner must provide a minimum of 20 percent of the units for low and moderate income persons as
defined by the locality for a minimum of 10 years. Participation by an owner under this section is vol-
untary.

Any locality in the ordinance herein authorized may:

1. Provide for the installation, construction, or reconstruction of streets, utilities, parks, parking facil-
ities, playgrounds, and other site improvements essential to the development, preservation or rehab-
ilitation planned;

2. Provide encouragement or financial assistance to the owners or occupants for developing or pre-
serving and upgrading apartment buildings and for improving health and safety, conserving energy,
preventing erosion, enhancing the neighborhood, and reducing the displacement of low and moderate
income residents of the property;

3. Require that the owner agree to maintain a portion of the property in residential rental use for a
period longer than ten years and that a portion of the dwelling units in the property be offered at rents
affordable to persons or families of low and moderate income;

4. Provide that the value of assistance given by the locality under subdivisions 1 and 2 above be pro-
portionate to the value of considerations rendered by the owner in maintaining a portion of the dwell-
ing units at reduced rents for persons or families of low and moderate income; and

5. Make loans or grants of local funds to individuals for the purpose of rehabilitating owner-occupied
residences or assisting in the purchase of an owner-occupied residence in designated conservation
or rehabilitation districts. The locality shall publish annually a report listing the property purchased or
rehabilitated pursuant to this provision and the amounts of any grants or loans made for such purpose.
Such ordinance shall require that any such loans or grants be applied using the income guidelines
issued by the Virginia Housing Development Authority for use in its single family mortgage loan pro-
gram financed with bonds on which the interest is exempt from federal income taxation. The locality



shall offer financial institutions as defined in § 6.2-604 the opportunity to participate in local loan pro-
grams established pursuant to this subsection.

1988, c. 862, § 15.1-37.3:9; 1993, c. 791; 1995, c. 393; 1997, c. 587; 2008, c. 580.

§ 15.2-958.1. Sale of certain property in certain cities.
A. The City of Richmond may by ordinance provide for the sale of property for the nominal amount of
one dollar if such property (i) has been acquired in accordance with § 58.1-3970 or § 58.1-3970.1 or

(i) has been declared a blighted structure and has been acquired by the city in accordance with § 36-
49.1:1.

B. If the city sells a property acquired under subsection A, the city shall require any purchaser by cov-
enants in the deed or other security instrument to (i) begin repair or renovation of the property within
six months of purchase and (ii) complete all repairs or renovations necessary to bring the property into
compliance with the local building code within a period not to exceed two years of the purchase. The
city may include any additional reasonable conditions it deems appropriate in order to carry out the
intent of this section and assure that the property is repaired or renovated in accordance with applic-
able codes.

C. A "blighted structure" means a structure as defined in § 36-49. Notwithstanding any other pro-
visions of law, such city may exercise within its boundaries any spot blight abatement procedures set
forth in § 36-49.1:1. The owner shall have the opportunity to take corrective action or present a reas-
onable plan to do so in accordance with such section.

2000, c. 364; 2007, c. 813.

§ 15.2-958.2. Grants for homeownership; workforce housing.

A. In order to ensure its competitiveness as an employer, a locality may, by ordinance, provide for the
use of funds, other than state funds, to provide homeownership grants to employees of the locality,
employees of the school board and employees of constitutional officers, to purchase their primary res-
idences in the locality. The ordinance shall require that individual grants not exceed $25,000 per
employee, nor lifetime cumulative grants exceed $25,000 per employee. Any such grants issued shall
be subject to the Virginia Housing and Development Authority regional sales price and household
income limitations. The ordinance may establish such other terms and conditions to ensure the integ-
rity of the homeownership grant program.

B. In addition to the homeownership grants authorized in subsection A, a locality may by ordinance,
and in cooperation with the local school division, offer residential housing assistance grants in
amounts not to exceed those permitted in subsection A and, with the local school division, enter into
public-private partnerships and other arrangements to provide affordable workforce housing altern-
atives to school division personnel.

2004, c. 541; 2007, cc. 578, 674; 2009, c. 198.

§ 15.2-958.2:01. Grants for certain corporations and pass-through entities.
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A. The counties and cities listed in subsection B may give grants or loans to any eligible company, as
defined in § 58.1-405.1.

B. The counties and cities that may give grants pursuant to subsection A are:

1. The Counties of Alleghany, Bland, Buchanan, Carroll, Craig, Dickenson, Giles, Grayson, Lee,
Page, Russell, Scott, Smyth, Tazewell, Washington, Wise, and Wythe and the Cities of Bristol, Galax,
and Norton;

2. The Counties of Amelia, Appomattox, Buckingham, Charlotte, Cumberland, Halifax, Henry, Lun-
enburg, Mecklenburg, Nottoway, Patrick, Pittsylvania, and Prince Edward and the Cities of Danville
and Martinsville;

3. The Counties of Accomack, Caroline, Essex, Gloucester, King and Queen, King William, Lancaster,
Mathews, Middlesex, Northampton, Northumberland, Richmond, and Westmoreland; and

4. The Counties of Brunswick and Dinwiddie and the City of Petersburg.
2018, cc. 801, 802; 2019, cc. 262, 263.

§ 15.2-958.3. (Effective until October 1, 2021) Financing clean energy, resiliency, and stormwater
management programs.

A. Any locality may, by ordinance, authorize contracts to provide loans for the initial acquisition and
installation of clean energy, resiliency, or stormwater management improvements with free and willing
property owners of both existing properties and new construction, provided, however, that such loans
may not be used to improve a residential dwelling with fewer than five dwelling units or a residential
condominium as defined in § 55.1-2000. Such an ordinance shall include the following:

1. The kinds of renewable energy production and distribution facilities, energy usage efficiency
improvements, resiliency improvements, water usage efficiency improvements, or stormwater man-
agement improvements for which loans may be offered. Resiliency improvements may include mit-
igation of flooding or the impacts of flooding or stormwater management improvements with a
preference for natural or nature-based features and living shorelines as defined in § 28.2-104.1;

2. The proposed arrangement for such loan program, including (i) a statement concerning the source
of funding that will be used to pay for work performed pursuant to the contracts; (ii) the time period dur-
ing which contracting property owners would repay the loan; and (iii) the method of apportioning all or
any portion of the costs incidental to financing, administration, and collection of the arrangement
among the consenting property owners and the locality;

3. (i) A minimum dollar amount that may be financed with respect to a property, (ii) if a locality or other
public body is originating the loans, a maximum aggregate dollar amount that may be financed with
respect to loans originated by the locality or other public body, and (iii) provisions that the loan pro-
gram may approve a loan application submitted within two years of the locality's issuance of a cer-
tificate of occupancy or other evidence that the clean energy, resiliency, or stormwater management
improvements comply substantially with the plans and specifications previously approved by the
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locality and that such loan may refinance or reimburse the property owner for the total costs of such
improvements;

4. In the case of a loan program described in clause (ii) of subdivision 3, a method for setting requests
from property owners for financing in priority order in the event that requests appear likely to exceed
the authorization amount of the loan program. Priority shall be given to those requests from property
owners who meet established income or assessed property value eligibility requirements;

5. Identification of a local official authorized to enter into contracts on behalf of the locality. A locality
may contract with a third party for professional services to administer such loan program;

6. Identification of any fee that the locality intends to impose on the property owner requesting to par-
ticipate in the loan program to offset the cost of administering the loan program. The fee may be
assessed as a program fee paid by the property owner requesting to participate in the program; and

7. A draft contract specifying the terms and conditions proposed by the locality.

B. The locality may combine the loan payments required by the contracts with billings for water or
sewer charges, real property tax assessments, or other billings; in such cases, the locality may estab-
lish the order in which loan payments will be applied to the different charges. The locality may not com-
bine its billings for loan payments required by a contract authorized pursuant to this section with
billings of another locality or political subdivision, including an authority operating pursuant to Chapter
51 (§ 15.2-5100 et seq.), unless such locality or political subdivision has given its consent by duly
adopted resolution or ordinance.

C. The locality shall offer private lending institutions the opportunity to participate in local loan pro-
grams established pursuant to this section.

D. In order to secure the loan authorized pursuant to this section, the locality shall place a voluntary
special assessment lien equal in value to the loan against any property where such clean energy sys-
tems, resiliency improvements, or stormwater management improvements are being installed. The loc-
ality may bundle or package said loans for transfer to private lenders in such a manner that would
allow the voluntary special assessment liens to remain in full force to secure the loans. The placement
of a voluntary special assessment lien shall not require a new assessment on the value of the real
property that is being improved under the loan program.

E. A voluntary special assessment lien on real property:

1. Shall have the same priority status as a property tax lien against real property, except that such vol-
untary special assessment lien shall have priority over any previously recorded mortgage or deed of
trust lien only if (i) a written subordination agreement, in a form and substance acceptable to each
prior lienholder in its sole and exclusive discretion, is executed by the holder of each mortgage or
deed of trust lien on the property and recorded with the special assessment lien in the land records
where the property is located, and (ii) evidence that the property owner is current on payments on
loans secured by a mortgage or deed of trust lien on the property and on property tax payments, that



the property owner is not insolvent or in bankruptcy proceedings, and that the title of the benefited
property is not in dispute is submitted to the locality prior to recording of the special assessment lien;

2. Shall run with the land, and that portion of the assessment under the assessment contract that has
not yet become due is not eliminated by foreclosure of a property tax lien;

3. May be enforceable by the local government in the same manner that a property tax lien against
real property may be enforced by the local government. A local government shall be entitled to recover
costs and expenses, including attorney fees, in a suit to collect a delinquent installment of an assess-
ment in the same manner as in a suit to collect a delinquent property tax; and

4. May incur interest and penalties for delinquent installments of the assessment in the same manner
as delinquent property taxes.

F. Prior to the enactment of an ordinance pursuant to this section, a public hearing shall be held at
which interested persons may object to or inquire about the proposed loan program or any of its par-
ticulars. The public hearing shall be advertised once a week for two successive weeks in a news-
paper of general circulation in the locality.

G. The Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy shall serve as a statewide sponsor for a clean
energy financing program that meets the requirements of this section. The Department of Mines, Min-
erals and Energy shall engage a private entity through a competitive selection process to develop and
administer the program.

2009, c. 773; 2010, c. 141: 2015, cc. 389, 427: 2019, cc. 564, 753; 2020, c. 664; 2021, c. 6.

§ 15.2-958.3. (Effective October 1, 2021) Financing clean energy, resiliency, and stormwater man-
agement programs.

A. Any locality may, by ordinance, authorize contracts to provide loans for the initial acquisition and
installation of clean energy, resiliency, or stormwater management improvements with free and willing
property owners of both existing properties and new construction, provided, however, that such loans
may not be used to improve a residential dwelling with fewer than five dwelling units or a residential
condominium as defined in § 55.1-2000. Such an ordinance shall include the following:

1. The kinds of renewable energy production and distribution facilities, energy usage efficiency
improvements, resiliency improvements, water usage efficiency improvements, or stormwater man-
agement improvements for which loans may be offered. Resiliency improvements may include mit-
igation of flooding or the impacts of flooding or stormwater management improvements with a
preference for natural or nature-based features and living shorelines as defined in § 28.2-104.1;

2. The proposed arrangement for such loan program, including (i) a statement concerning the source
of funding that will be used to pay for work performed pursuant to the contracts; (ii) the time period dur-
ing which contracting property owners would repay the loan; and (iii) the method of apportioning all or
any portion of the costs incidental to financing, administration, and collection of the arrangement
among the consenting property owners and the locality;
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3. (i) A minimum dollar amount that may be financed with respect to a property, (ii) if a locality or other
public body is originating the loans, a maximum aggregate dollar amount that may be financed with
respect to loans originated by the locality or other public body, and (iii) provisions that the loan pro-
gram may approve a loan application submitted within two years of the locality's issuance of a cer-
tificate of occupancy or other evidence that the clean energy, resiliency, or stormwater management
improvements comply substantially with the plans and specifications previously approved by the loc-
ality and that such loan may refinance or reimburse the property owner for the total costs of such
improvements;

4. In the case of a loan program described in clause (ii) of subdivision 3, a method for setting requests
from property owners for financing in priority order in the event that requests appear likely to exceed
the authorization amount of the loan program. Priority shall be given to those requests from property
owners who meet established income or assessed property value eligibility requirements;

5. Identification of a local official authorized to enter into contracts on behalf of the locality. A locality
may contract with a third party for professional services to administer such loan program;

6. Identification of any fee that the locality intends to impose on the property owner requesting to par-
ticipate in the loan program to offset the cost of administering the loan program. The fee may be
assessed as a program fee paid by the property owner requesting to participate in the program; and

7. A draft contract specifying the terms and conditions proposed by the locality.

B. The locality may combine the loan payments required by the contracts with billings for water or
sewer charges, real property tax assessments, or other billings; in such cases, the locality may estab-
lish the order in which loan payments will be applied to the different charges. The locality may not com-
bine its billings for loan payments required by a contract authorized pursuant to this section with
billings of another locality or political subdivision, including an authority operating pursuant to Chapter
51 (§ 15.2-5100 et seq.), unless such locality or political subdivision has given its consent by duly
adopted resolution or ordinance.

C. The locality shall offer private lending institutions the opportunity to participate in local loan pro-
grams established pursuant to this section.

D. In order to secure the loan authorized pursuant to this section, the locality shall place a voluntary
special assessment lien equal in value to the loan against any property where such clean energy sys-
tems, resiliency improvements, or stormwater management improvements are being installed. The loc-
ality may bundle or package said loans for transfer to private lenders in such a manner that would
allow the voluntary special assessment liens to remain in full force to secure the loans. The placement
of a voluntary special assessment lien shall not require a new assessment on the value of the real
property that is being improved under the loan program.

E. A voluntary special assessment lien on real property:



1. Shall have the same priority status as a property tax lien against real property, except that such vol-
untary special assessment lien shall have priority over any previously recorded mortgage or deed of
trust lien only if (i) a written subordination agreement, in a form and substance acceptable to each
prior lienholder in its sole and exclusive discretion, is executed by the holder of each mortgage or
deed of trust lien on the property and recorded with the special assessment lien in the land records
where the property is located, and (ii) evidence that the property owner is current on payments on
loans secured by a mortgage or deed of trust lien on the property and on property tax payments, that
the property owner is not insolvent or in bankruptcy proceedings, and that the title of the benefited
property is not in dispute is submitted to the locality prior to recording of the special assessment lien;

2. Shall run with the land, and that portion of the assessment under the assessment contract that has
not yet become due is not eliminated by foreclosure of a property tax lien;

3. May be enforceable by the local government in the same manner that a property tax lien against
real property may be enforced by the local government. A local government shall be entitled to recover
costs and expenses, including attorney fees, in a suit to collect a delinquent installment of an assess-
ment in the same manner as in a suit to collect a delinquent property tax; and

4. May incur interest and penalties for delinquent installments of the assessment in the same manner
as delinquent property taxes.

F. Prior to the enactment of an ordinance pursuant to this section, a public hearing shall be held at
which interested persons may object to or inquire about the proposed loan program or any of its par-
ticulars. The public hearing shall be advertised once a week for two successive weeks in a news-
paper of general circulation in the locality.

G. The Department of Energy shall serve as a statewide sponsor for a clean energy financing program
that meets the requirements of this section. The Department of Energy shall engage a private entity
through a competitive selection process to develop and administer the program.

2009, c. 773; 2010, c. 141; 2015, cc. 389, 427; 2019, cc. 564, 753; 2020, c. 664; 2021, c. 6; 2021, Sp.
Sess. |, c. 532.

§ 15.2-958.3:1. Local green banks.

A. As used in this section, "clean energy technologies" means energy resources and emerging tech-
nologies that have significant potential for commercialization and do not involve (i) the combustion of
coal, petroleum or petroleum products, or municipal solid waste or (ii) nuclear fission. "Clean energy
technologies" includes renewable energy sources, projects, and infrastructure; energy efficiency pro-
jects; alternative fuels used for electricity generation; alternative fuel vehicles and related infra-
structure such as electric vehicle charging station infrastructure; and smart grid.

B. Any locality may, by ordinance, establish a green bank to promote the investment in clean energy
technologies in its locality and provide financing for clean energy technologies. Such ordinance may
include the following functions for a green bank:
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1. Finance investment or financial support of investment in clean energy technologies to foster the
growth and development of renewable energy sources;

2. Stimulate the demand for renewable energy and the deployment of clean energy technologies that
serve end-use customers;

3. Before making any loan, loan guarantee, or other form of financing support for clean energy tech-
nologies, develop rules, policies, and procedures to specify borrower eligibility and any other term or
condition of financial support;

4. Provide financing or financial support for clean energy technologies;

5. Develop consumer protection standards for investments to ensure that the green bank and its part-
ners are lending in a transparent and responsible manner that is in the financial interests of the bor-
rowers; and

6. Undertake any other activity as needed to support the mission of the green bank.

C. In establishing a green bank, the locality shall determine whether the green bank will be a public
entity, quasi-public entity, depository bank, or nonprofit entity.

D. The locality shall offer private lending institutions the opportunity to participate in the green bank
established pursuant to this section.

E. Prior to the adoption of any ordinance pursuant to this section, the locality shall conduct a public
hearing at which interested persons may object to or inquire about the proposed green bank or any of
its particulars. The public hearing shall be advertised once a week for two successive weeks in a
newspaper of general circulation in the locality.

2021, Sp. Sess. |, c. 405.

§ 15.2-958.4. Waiver of certain fees for affordable housing.

A. A locality may by ordinance provide for the waiver of building permit fees and other local fees asso-
ciated with the construction, renovation, or rehabilitation of housing by a § 501(c)(3) organization with
a primary purpose of assisting with the provision of affordable housing.

B. A locality may by ordinance provide for the waiver of building permit fees and other local fees asso-
ciated with the construction, renovation, or rehabilitation of housing by a private-sector entity that is
pursuing an affordable housing development. For purposes of this subsection, a locality may determ-
ine in its ordinance what constitutes affordable housing and may set other conditions on the waiver of
fees as it deems appropriate.

2009, c. 799; 2019, c. 393.

§ 15.2-958.5. Local funding for community revitalization.

A. The City of Richmond may by ordinance provide for the creation of a community revitalization fund
for the purpose of preventing neighborhood deterioration. The community revitalization fund shall be
exclusively comprised of appropriated local moneys.
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B. Any such community fund established pursuant to this section shall be used for one or more of the
following purposes:

1. Loans or grants to for-profit and nonprofit organizations for the construction, renovation, or demoli-
tion of residential structures in the City;

2. Infrastructure improvements; and
3. Acquisition of blighted structures in accordance with § 36-49.1:1.

C. Such ordinance shall establish (i) qualifying income guidelines for participants and the com-
munities in which community revitalization funds may be expended and (ii) criteria for participation by
for-profit and nonprofit organizations that may be eligible for loans or grants pursuant to the provisions
of this section.

2011, cc. 770, 833.

§ 15.2-958.6. Financing the repair of failed septic systems.
A. Any locality may, by ordinance, authorize contracts with property owners to provide loans for the
repair of septic systems. Such an ordinance shall state:

1. The kinds of septic system repairs for which loans may be offered;

2. The proposed arrangement for such loan program, including (i) the interest rate and time period dur-
ing which contracting property owners shall repay the loan; (ii) the method of apportioning all or any
portion of the costs incidental to financing, administration, and collection of the arrangement among
the consenting property owners and the locality; and (iii) the possibility that the locality may partner
with a planning district commission (PDC) to coordinate and provide financing for the repairs, includ-
ing the locality's obligation to reimburse the PDC as the loan is repaid;

3. A minimum and maximum aggregate dollar amount that may be financed;

4. A method for setting requests from property owners for financing in priority order in the event that
requests appear likely to exceed the authorization amount of the loan program. Priority shall be given
to those requests from property owners who meet established income or assessed property value eli-
gibility requirements;

5. Identification of a local official authorized to enter into contracts on behalf of the locality; and

6. A draft contract specifying the terms and conditions proposed by the locality or by a PDC acting on
behalf of the locality.

B. The locality may combine the loan payments required by the contracts with billings for water or
sewer charges, real property tax assessments, or other billings; in such cases, the locality may estab-
lish the order in which loan payments will be applied to the different charges. The locality may not com-
bine its billings for loan payments required by a contract authorized pursuant to this section with
billings of another locality or political subdivision, including an authority operating pursuant to Chapter
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51 (§ 15.2-5100 et seq.), unless such locality or political subdivision has given its consent by duly
adopted resolution or ordinance.

C. In cases in which local property records fail to identify all of the individuals having an ownership
interest in a property containing a failing septic system, the locality may set a minimum total ownership
interest that it will require a property owner or owners to prove before it will allow the owner or owners
to participate in the program.

D. The locality or PDC acting on behalf of the locality shall offer private lending institutions the oppor-
tunity to participate in local loan programs established pursuant to this section.

E. In order to secure the loan authorized pursuant to this section, the locality is authorized to place a
lien equal in value to the loan against any property where such septic system repair is being under-
taken. Such liens shall be subordinate to all liens on the property as of the date loans authorized pur-
suant to this section are made, except that with the prior written consent of the holders of all liens on
the property as of the date loans authorized pursuant to this section are made, the liens securing loans
authorized pursuant to this section shall be liens on the property ranking on a parity with liens for
unpaid local taxes. The locality may bundle or package such loans for transfer to private lenders in
such a manner that would allow the liens to remain in full force to secure the loans.

F. Prior to the enactment of an ordinance pursuant to this section, a public hearing shall be held at
which interested persons may object to or inquire about the proposed loan program or any of its par-
ticulars. The public hearing shall be advertised once a week for two successive weeks in a news-
paper of general circulation in the locality.

2013, c. 185.

§ 15.2-959. Housing research.

Any locality which does not have a redevelopment and housing authority as authorized by Chapter 1
(§ 36-1 et seq.) of Title 36, shall be authorized to engage in research, studies, and experimentation in
housing alternatives, including the rehabilitation of existing housing stock and the construction of addi-
tional housing.

1988, c. 862, § 15.1-37.3:9; 1993, c. 791; 1995, c. 393; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-960. Planting of trees destroyed during construction.

Any locality may establish reasonable rules, regulations, and schedules for planting trees in and
along areas dedicated for public use where trees have been destroyed in the construction process.
This provision shall not affect the validity of any local ordinance adopted pursuant to any other pro-
vision of law.

1986, c. 183, § 15.1-14.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-961. Replacement of trees during development process in certain localities.
A. Any locality with a population density of at least 75 persons per square mile or any locality within
the Chesapeake Bay watershed may adopt an ordinance providing for the planting and replacement
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of trees during the development process pursuant to the provisions of this section. Population density
shall be based upon the latest population estimates of the Cooper Center for Public Service of the
University of Virginia.

B. The ordinance shall require that the site plan for any subdivision or development include the plant-
ing or replacement of trees on the site to the extent that, at 20 years, minimum tree canopies or covers
will be provided in areas to be designated in the ordinance, as follows:

1. Ten percent tree canopy for a site zoned business, commercial, or industrial;
2. Ten percent tree canopy for a residential site zoned 20 or more units per acre;

3. Fifteen percent tree canopy for a residential site zoned more than 10 but less than 20 units per acre;
and

4. Twenty percent tree canopy for a residential site zoned 10 units or less per acre.

However, the City of Williamsburg may require at 10 years the minimum tree canopies or covers set
out above.

C. The ordinance shall require that the site plan for any subdivision or development include, at 20
years, that a minimum 10 percent tree canopy will be provided on the site of any cemetery as defined
in § 54.1-2310, notwithstanding any other provision of this section. In no event shall any local tree
replacement or planting ordinance adopted pursuant to this section exceed the requirements of this
subsection.

D. The ordinance shall provide for reasonable provisions for reducing the tree canopy requirements or
granting tree cover credit in consideration of the preservation of existing tree cover or for preservation
of trees of outstanding age, size or physical characteristics.

E. The ordinance shall provide for reasonable exceptions to or deviations from these requirements to
allow for the reasonable development of farm land or other areas devoid of healthy or suitable woody
materials, for the preservation of wetlands, or otherwise when the strict application of the requirements
would resultin unnecessary or unreasonable hardship to the developer. In such instances, the ordin-
ance may provide for a tree canopy bank whereby a portion of a development's tree canopy require-
ment may be met from off-site planting or replacement of trees at the direction of the locality. The
following shall be exempt from the requirements of any tree replacement or planting ordinance pro-
mulgated under this section: dedicated school sites, playing fields and other nonwooded recreation
areas, and other facilities and uses of a similar nature.

F. The ordinance may designate tree species that cannot be planted to meet minimum tree canopy
requirements due to tendencies of such species to (i) negatively impact native plant communities, (ii)
cause damage to nearby structures and infrastructure, or (iii) possess inherent physiological traits that
cause such trees to structurally fail. All trees to be planted shall meet the specifications of the Amer-
icanHort. The planting of trees shall be done in accordance with either the standardized landscape
specifications jointly adopted by the Virginia Nursery and Landscape Association, the Virginia Society



of Landscape Designers and the Virginia Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects, or
the road and bridge specifications of the Virginia Department of Transportation.

G. Existing trees which are to be preserved may be included to meet all or part of the canopy require-
ments, and may include wooded preserves, if the site plan identifies such trees and the trees meet
standards of desirability and life-year expectancy which the locality may establish.

H. For purposes of this section:

"Tree canopy" or "tree cover" includes all areas of coverage by plant material exceeding five feetin
height, and the extent of planted tree canopy at 10 or 20 years maturity. Planted canopy at 10 or 20
years maturity shall be based on published reference texts generally accepted by landscape archi-
tects, nurserymen, and arborists in the community, and the texts shall be specified in the ordinance.

|. Penalties for violations of ordinances adopted pursuant to this section shall be the same as those
applicable to violations of zoning ordinances of the locality.

J. In no event shall any local tree replacement or planting ordinance adopted pursuant to this section
exceed the requirements set forth herein.

K. Nothing in this section shall invalidate any local ordinance adopted pursuant to the provisions of
this section prior to July 1, 1990, which imposes standards for tree replacement or planting during the
development process.

L. Nothing in this section shall invalidate any local ordinance adopted by the City of Williamsburg that
imposes standards for 10-year-minimum tree cover replacement or planting during the development
process.

M. Nothing in this section shall invalidate any local ordinance adopted pursuant to the provisions of
this section after July 1, 1990, which imposes standards for 20-year-minimum tree cover replacement
or planting during the development process.

1989, c. 715, § 15.1-14.2; 1990, c. 362; 1994, c. 420; 1997, c. 587; 2002, cc. 191, 226; 2003, c. 875;
2007, c. 813: 2013, c. 248; 2018, c. 399.

§ 15.2-961.1. Conservation of trees during land development process in localities belonging to a
nonattainment area for air quality standards.

A. For purposes of this section, "tree canopy" or "tree cover" includes all areas of canopy coverage by
self-supporting and healthy woody plant material exceeding five feet in height, and the extent of
planted tree canopy at 20-years maturity.

B. Any locality within Planning District 8 that meets the population density criteria of subsection A of §
15.2-961 and is classified as an eight-hour nonattainment area for ozone under the federal Clean Air
Act and Amendments of 1990, in effect as of July 1, 2008, may adopt an ordinance providing for the
conservation of trees during the land development process pursuant to the provisions of this section.
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In no event shall any local tree conservation ordinance adopted pursuant to this section also impose
the tree replacement provisions of § 15.2-961.

C. The ordinance shall require that the site plan for any subdivision or development provide for the pre-
servation or replacement of trees on the development site such that the minimum tree canopy or tree
cover percentage 20 years after development is projected to be as follows:

1. Ten percent tree canopy for a site zoned business, commercial, or industrial;
2. Ten percent tree canopy for a residential site zoned 20 or more units per acre;

3. Fifteen percent tree canopy for a residential site zoned more than eight but less than 20 units per
acre;

4. Twenty percent tree canopy for a residential site zoned more than four but not more than eight units
per acre;

5. Twenty-five percent tree canopy for a residential site zoned more than two but not more than four
units per acre; and

6. Thirty percent tree canopy for a residential site zoned two or fewer units per acre.

In meeting these percentages, (i) the ordinance shall first emphasize the preservation of existing tree
canopy where that canopy meets local standards for health and structural condition, and where itis

feasible to do so within the framework of design standards and densities allowed by the local zoning
and other development ordinances; and (ii) second, where it is not feasible in whole or in part for any
of the justifications listed in subsection E to preserve existing canopy in the required percentages lis-
ted above, the ordinance shall provide for the planting of new trees to meet the required percentages.

D. Except as provided in subsection E, the percentage of the site covered by tree canopy at the time of
plan submission shall equate to the minimum portion of the requirements identified in subsection C
that shall be provided through tree preservation. This portion of the canopy requirements shall be iden-
tified as the "tree preservation target" and shall be included in site plan calculations or narratives
demonstrating how the overall requirements of subsection C have been met.

E. The ordinance shall provide deviations, in whole or in part, from the tree preservation target defined
in subsection D under the following conditions:

1. Meeting the preservation target would prevent the development of uses and densities otherwise
allowed by the locality's zoning or development ordinance.

2. The predevelopment condition of vegetation does not meet the locality's standards for health and
structural condition.

3. Construction activities could be reasonably expected to impact existing trees to the extent that they
would not likely survive in a healthy and structurally sound manner. This includes activities that would
cause direct physical damage to the trees, including root systems, or cause environmental changes
that could result in or predispose the trees to structural and health problems.
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If, in the opinion of the developer, the project cannot meet the tree preservation target due to the con-
ditions described in subdivision 1, 2, or 3, the developer may request a deviation from the preservation
requirement in subsection D. In the request for deviation, the developer shall provide a letter to the loc-
ality that provides justification for the deviation, describes how the deviation is the minimum necessary
to afford relief, and describes how the requirements of subsection C will be met through tree planting
or a tree canopy bank or fund established by the locality. Proposed deviations shall be reviewed by
the locality's urban forester, arborist, or equivalent in consultation with the locality's land development
or licensed professional civil engineering review staff. The locality may propose an alternative site
design based upon adopted land development practices and sound vegetation management practices
that take into account the relationship between the cost of conservation and the benefits of the trees to
be preserved as described in ANSI A300 (Part 5) -- 2005 Management: Tree, Shrub, and Other
Woody Plant Maintenance -- Standard Practices, Management of Trees and Shrubs During Site Plan-
ning, Site Development, and Construction, Annex A, A-1.5, Cost Benefits Analysis (or the latest ver-
sion of this standard). The developer shall consider the alternative and redesign the plan accordingly,
or elect to satisfy the unmet portion of the preservation threshold through on-site tree planting or
through the off-site planting mechanisms identified in subsection G, so long as the developer provides
the locality with an explanation of why the alternative design recommendations were rejected. Letters
of explanation from the developer shall be prepared and certified by a licensed professional engineer
as defined in § 54.1-400. If arboricultural issues are part of explanation then the letter shall be signed
by a Certified Arborist who has taken and passed the certification examination sponsored by the Inter-
national Society of Arboriculture and who maintains a valid certification status or by a Registered Con-
sulting Arborist as designated by the American Society of Consulting Arborists. If arboricultural issues
are the sole subject of the letter of explanation then certification by a licensed professional engineer
shall not be required.

F. The ordinance shall provide for deviations of the overall canopy requirements set forth in sub-
section C to allow for the preservation of wetlands, the development of farm land or other areas pre-
viously devoid of healthy and/or suitable tree canopy, or where the strict application of the
requirements would result in unnecessary or unreasonable hardship to the developer.

G. The ordinance shall provide for the establishment of a tree canopy bank or fund whereby any por-
tion of the tree canopy requirement that cannot be met on-site may be met through off-site tree pre-
servation or tree planting efforts. Such provisions may be offered where it can be demonstrated that
application of the requirements of subsection C would cause irresolvable conflicts with other local site
development requirements, standards, or comprehensive planning goals, where sites or portions of
sites lack sufficient space for future tree growth, where planting spaces will not provide adequate
space for healthy root development, where trees will cause unavoidable conflicts with underground or
overhead utilities, or where it can be demonstrated that trees are likely to cause damage to public infra-
structure. The ordinance may utilize any of the following off-site canopy establishment mechanisms:
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1. A tree canopy bank may be established in order for the locality to facilitate off-site tree preservation,
tree planting, stream bank, and riparian restoration projects. Banking efforts shall provide tree canopy
that is preserved in perpetuity through conservation easements, deed restrictions, or similar protective
mechanisms acceptable to the locality. Projects used in off-site banking will meet the same ordinance
standards established for on-site tree canopy; however, the locality may also require the submission
of five-year management plans and funds to ensure the execution of maintenance and management
obligations identified in those plans. Any such bank shall occur within the same nonattainment area in
which the locality approving the tree banking is situated.

2. A tree canopy fund may be established to act as a fiscal mechanism to collect, manage, and dis-
burse fees collected from developers that cannot provide full canopy requirements on-site. The locality
may use this fund directly to plant trees on public property, or the locality may elect to disburse this
fund to community-based organizations exempt from taxation under § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code with tree planting or community beautification missions for tree planting programs that
benefit the community at large. For purposes of establishing consistent and predictable fees, the ordin-
ance shall establish cost units that are based on average costs to establish 20-year canopy areas
using two-inch caliper nursery stock trees. Any funds collected by localities for these purposes shall
be spent within a five-year period established by the collection date, or the locality shall return such
funds to the original contributor, or legal successor.

H. The following uses shall be exempt from the requirements of any ordinance promulgated under this
section: bona fide silvicultural activity as defined by § 10.1-1181.1 and the areas of sites included in
lakes, ponds, and the normal water elevation area of stormwater retention facilities. The ordinance
shall modify the canopy requirements of dedicated school sites, playing fields, and other nonwooded
active recreation areas by allowing these and other facilities and uses of a similar nature to provide 10
percent tree canopy 20 years after development.

l. 1. In recognition of the added benefits of tree preservation, the ordinance shall provide for an addi-
tional tree canopy credit of up to one and one-quarter times the canopy area at the time of plan sub-
mission for individual trees or the coalesced canopy of forested areas preserved from the
predevelopment tree canopy.

2. The following additional credits may be provided in the ordinance in connection with tree pre-
servation:

a. The ordinance may provide canopy credits of up to one and one-half times the actual canopy area
for the preservation of forest communities that achieve environmental, ecological, and wildlife con-
servation objectives set by the locality. The ordinance may establish minimal area, dimensional and
viability standards as prerequisites for the application of credits. Forest communities shall be identified
using the nomenclature of either the federal National Vegetation Classification System (FGDC-STD-
005, or latest version) or the Natural Communities of Virginia Classification of Ecological Community
Groups, Second Approximation (Version 2.2, or latest version).
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b. The ordinance may provide canopy credits of up to three times the actual canopy area of trees that
are officially designated for preservation in conjunction with local tree conservation ordinances based
on the authority granted by § 10.1-1127.1.

J. The following additional credits shall be provided in the ordinance in connection with tree planting:

1. The ordinance shall provide canopy credits of one and one-half the area normally projected for
trees planted to absorb or intercept air pollutants, tree species that produce lower levels of reactive
volatile organic compounds, or trees that act to reduce air pollution or greenhouse gas emissions by
conserving the energy used to cool and heat buildings.

2. The ordinance shall provide canopy credits of one and one-quarter the area normally projected for
trees planted for water quality-related reforestation or afforestation projects, and for trees planted in
low-impact development and bioretention water quality facilities. The low-impact development prac-
tices and designs shall conform to local standards in order for these supplemental credits to apply.

3. The ordinance shall provide canopy credits of one and one-half the area normally projected for nat-
ive tree species planted to provide food, nesting, habitat, and migration opportunities for wildlife.
These canopy credits may also apply to cultivars of native species if the locality determines that such
a cultivar is capable of providing the same type and extent of wildlife benefit as the species itis
derived from.

4. The ordinance shall provide canopy credits of one and one-half the area normally projected for use
of native tree species that are propagated from seed or tissue collected within the mid-Atlantic region.

5. The ordinance shall provide canopy credits of one and one-quarter the area normally projected for
the use of cultivars or varieties that develop desirable growth and structural patterns, resist decay
organisms and the development of cavities, show high levels of resistance to disease or insect infest-
ations, or exhibit high survival rates in harsh urban environments.

K. Tree preservation areas and individual trees may not receive more than one application of addi-
tional canopy credits provided in subsection I. Individual trees planted to meet these requirements
may not receive more than two categories of additional canopy credits provided in subsection J. Can-
opy credits will only be given to trees with trunks that are fully located on the development site, orin
the case of tree banking projects only to trees with trunks located fully within easements or other areas
protected by deed restrictions listed in subsection G.

L. All trees planted for tree cover credits shall meet the specifications of the American Association of
Nurserymen and shall be planted in accordance with the publication entitled "Tree and Shrub Plant-
ing Guidelines," published by the Virginia Cooperative Extension.

M. In order to provide higher levels of biodiversity and to minimize the spread of pests and diseases,
or to limit the use of species that cause negative impacts to native plant communities, cause damage
to nearby structures, or possess inherent physiological traits that prone trees to structural failure, the
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ordinance may designate species that cannot be used to meet tree canopy requirements or designate
species that will only receive partial 20-year tree canopy credits.

N. The locality may allow the use of tree seedlings for meeting tree canopy requirements in large open
spaces, low-density residential settings, or in low-impact development reforestation/afforestation pro-
jects. In these cases, the ordinance shall allow the ground surface area of seedling planting areas to
equate to a 20-year canopy credit area. Tree seedling plantings will be comprised of native species
and will be planted in densities that equate to 400 seedlings per acre, or in densities specified by low-
impact development designs approved by the locality. The locality may set standards for seedling mor-
tality rates and replacement procedures if unacceptable rates of mortality occur. The locality may elect
to allow native woody shrubs or native woody seed mix to substitute for tree species as long as these
treatments do not exceed 33 percent of the overall seedling planting area. The number of a single spe-
cies may not exceed 10 percent of the overall number of trees or shrubs planted to meet the provisions
of this subsection.

O. The following process shall be used to demonstrate achievement of the required percentage of tree
canopy listed in subsection C:

1. The site plan shall graphically delineate the edges of predevelopment tree canopy, the proposed
limits of disturbance on grading or erosion and sedimentation control plans, and the location of tree
protective fencing or other tree protective devices allowed in the Virginia Erosion and Sediment Con-
trol Handbook.

2. Site plans proposing modification to tree canopy requirements or claiming supplemental tree can-
opy credits will require a text narrative.

3. The site plan shall include the 20-year tree canopy calculations on a worksheet provided by the loc-
ality.

4. Site plans requiring tree planting shall provide a planting schedule that provides botanical and com-
mon names of trees, the number of trees being planted, the total of tree canopy area given to each spe-
cies, variety or cultivars planted, total of tree canopy area that will be provided by all trees, planting
sizes, and associated planting specifications. The site plan will also provide a landscape plan that
delineates where the trees shall be planted.

P. The ordinance shall provide a list of commercially available tree species, varieties, and cultivars
that are capable of thriving in the locality's climate and ranges of planting environments. The ordin-
ance will also provide a 20-year tree canopy area credit for each tree. The amount of tree canopy area
credited to individual tree species, varieties, and cultivars 20 years after they are planted shall be
based on references published or endorsed by Virginia academic institutions such as the Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University and accepted by urban foresters, arborists, and hor-
ticulturalists as being accurate for the growing conditions and climate of the locality.



Q. The ordinance shall establish standards of health and structural condition of existing trees and
associated plant communities to be preserved. The ordinance may also identify standards for removal
of trees or portions of trees that are dead, dying, or hazardous due to construction impacts. Such
removal standards may allow for the retention of trunk snags where the locality determines that these
may provide habitat or other wildlife benefits and do not represent a hazardous condition. In the event
that existing tree canopy proposed to be preserved for tree canopy credits dies or must be removed
because it represents a hazard, the locality may require the developer to remove the tree, or a portion
of the tree and to replace the missing canopy area by the planting of nursery stock trees, or if a viable
alternative, by tree seedlings. Existing trees that have been granted credits will be replaced with can-
opy area determined using the same supplemental credit multipliers as originally granted for that can-
opy area.

R. Penalties for violation of ordinances adopted pursuant to this section shall be the same as those
applicable to violations of zoning ordinances of the locality.

S. In no event shall any local tree conservation ordinance adopted pursuant to this section exceed the
requirements set forth herein; however, any local ordinance adopted pursuant to the provisions of §
15.2-961 prior to July 1, 1990, may adopt the tree conservation provisions of this section based on 10-
year minimum tree canopy requirements.

T. Nothing in this section shall invalidate any local ordinance adopted pursuantto § 15.2-961.
2008, cc. 333, 711.

§ 15.2-961.2. Conservation of trees; notice of infill lot grading plan.

An ordinance adopted pursuant to § 15.2-961.1 may allow a locality to post signs on private property
that is proposed to be redeveloped with one single-family home that notify the public that an infill lot
grading plan is pending for review before the locality. The locality may not require the applicant to be
responsible for such posting. The failure to post the property shall not be a ground for denial of such
grading plan.

2016, cc. 317,412.

§ 15.2-962. Authority to require a unified geographic information system for a locality.

Any locality may by ordinance require that any or all of its agencies, departments, authorities, com-
mittees, instrumentalities, or political subdivisions participate in one or more unified or centralized sys-
tems for geographic information, mapping, surveying, or land information. The ordinance may
establish such conditions as may be necessary to develop, maintain, and operate any such system for
geographic information, mapping, surveying, or land information.

1992, c. 39, § 15.1-11.7; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-963. Local offices of consumer affairs; establishment; powers and duties.
Any county or city may, by ordinance, establish a local office of consumer affairs that shall have only
such powers as may be necessary to perform the following duties:
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1. To serve as a central coordinating agency and clearinghouse for receiving and investigating com-
plaints of illegal, fraudulent, deceptive, or dangerous practices occurring in such county or city, and
referring such complaints to the local departments or agencies charged with enforcement of consumer
laws. The processing of complaints involving statutes or regulations administered by state agencies
shall be coordinated, where applicable, with the Division of Consumer Counsel of the Department of
Law;

2. To attempt to resolve complaints received pursuant to subdivision 1 by means of voluntary medi-
ation or arbitration that may involve the creation of written agreements to resolve individual complaints
between complainants and respondents to complaints;

3. To develop programs of community consumer education and information; and

4. To maintain records of consumer complaints and their eventual disposition, provided that records
disclosing the business interests of any person, trade secrets, or the names of customers shall be held
confidential except to the extent that disclosures of such matters may be necessary for the enforce-
ment of laws. A copy of all periodic reports compiled by any local office of consumer affairs shall be
filed with the Division of Consumer Counsel of the Department of Law.

1974, c. 644, § 15.1-23.2; 1987, c. 463; 1997, c. 587; 1998, c. 194; 2013, c. 24.

§ 15.2-964. Organization of local human services activities; authorization of reorganization by
Governor.

A. Any city or county may prepare and submit to the Governor a plan to reorganize the governmental
structures or administrative procedures and systems of human resources agencies should provisions
of law or the rules, regulations and standards of any state agency prohibit or restrict the imple-
mentation of such a reorganization. The plan shall set forth the proposed reorganization and the pro-
visions of law or the rules, regulations or standards that prohibit or restrict the implementation of such
proposed reorganization.

B. The Governor shall prepare, and provide to those counties and cities which request them,
guidelines for the preparation and submission to him of reorganization plans by a city or county. The
Governor may consider only those reorganization plans adopted by resolution of the governing body
of the city or county applying for approval to reorganize its human services agencies.

C. The several state boards and commissions which are empowered to promulgate rules, regulations
and guidelines affecting the organization or administration of local human service agencies are
hereby authorized to modify their respective rules, regulations and guidelines at the direction of the
Governor in furtherance of any reorganization plan approved by him.

D. If a provision or provisions of law prohibit or restrict the implementation of all or part of such reor-
ganization plan the Governor shall transmit such plan or such parts of such plan affected by such laws
to each House of the General Assembly at least 45 days prior to the commencement of a regular or
special session of the General Assembly. Such plan or portions of such plan so transmitted by the
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Governor under this section shall not become effective unless it is introduced by bill and enacted into
law.

E. The plan or such portions of the plan transmitted by the Governor to the General Assembly shall set
forth: (i) the provision or provisions of law that prohibit or restrict the implementation of such plan or
parts of such plan; (ii) the changes in governmental structure or administrative procedure system of the
human resources agencies affected; and (iii) the anticipated effects of such changes upon the effi-
ciency and effectiveness of the agencies affected.

F. Any reorganization authorized under the provision of this section shall be implemented within appro-
priations or other funds which may be made available to the city or county requesting such reor-
ganization approval.

G. Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to permit a city or county to eliminate the provision of
any service required by law or to reduce the level of service below any level required by law.

H. The localities shall be required to maintain financial and statistical records in accordance with the
guidelines issued by the Governor so as to allow responsible state agencies to review records and
determine costs for programs for which the agency is responsible.

l. For the purposes of this section the term "human resource agencies" means agencies that deliver
social, employment, health, mental health and developmental, rehabilitation, nursing, or information
and referral services and such other related services.

1978, c. 832, § 15.1-36.2; 1983, c. 352; 1997, c. 587; 2012, cc. 476, 507.

§ 15.2-965. Human rights ordinances and commissions.

A. Any locality may enact an ordinance, not inconsistent with nor more stringent than any applicable
state law, prohibiting discrimination in housing, employment, public accommodations, credit, and edu-
cation on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, pregnancy, childbirth or related medical conditions,
national origin, military status, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability.

B. The locality may enact an ordinance establishing a local commission on human rights that shall
have the powers and duties granted by the Virginia Human Rights Act (§ 2.2-3900 et seq.).

C. As used in this section:

"Gender identity" means the gender-related identity, appearance, or other gender-related char-
acteristics of an individual, without regard to the individual's designated sex at birth.

"Military status" means status as (i) a member of the uniformed forces, as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101
(a)(5), of the United States or a reserve component thereof named under 10 U.S.C. § 10101, (ii) a vet-
eran as defined in 38 U.S.C. § 101(2), or (iii) a dependent as defined in 50 U.S.C. § 3911(4) except
that the support provided by the service member to the individual shall have been provided 180 days
immediately preceding an alleged action that if proven true would constitute unlawful discrimination
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under this section instead of 180 days immediately preceding an application for relief under 50 U.S.C.
Chapter 50.

"Sexual orientation" means a person's actual or perceived heterosexuality, bisexuality, or homo-
sexuality.

1987, c. 569, § 15.1-37.3:8; 1997, cc. 404, 587; 2020, cc. 131, 1137, 1140; 2021, Sp. Sess. |, cc. 477,
478.

§ 15.2-965.1. Participation of small, women-owned, and minority-owned businesses.

A. Any locality may enact an ordinance providing that whenever there exists (i) a rational basis for
small business enhancement, or (ii) a persuasive analysis that documents a statistically significant dis-
parity between the availability and utilization of women-owned and minority-owned businesses, the
chief executive of the local governing entity shall be authorized and encouraged to require imple-
mentation of appropriate enhancement and remedial measures consistent with prevailing law.

B. A small, women-owned, or minority-owned business that is certified by the Department of Small
Business and Supplier Diversity pursuant to § 2.2-1606 shall not be required by any locality to obtain
any additional certification to participate in any program designed to enhance the participation of such
businesses as vendors or to remedy any documented disparity.

2004, cc. 865, 891: 2006, cc. 831, 921: 2009, c. 869; 2013, c. 482.

§ 15.2-965.2. Enhancement of micro-business participation in local procurement.

A. Any locality may enact an ordinance to enhance micro-business participation in local government
procurement practices. Such measures may include special designation of local micro-businesses,
providing technical support to micro-businesses, setting target goals for micro-business participation
in the local procurement process, and other reasonable measures intended to promote micro-busi-
ness participation in the locality.

B. For purposes of this section, "micro-business" means a small, women-owned, or minority-owned
business with no more than 25 employees.

2020, c. 1123.

§ 15.2-966. Establishment and operation of educational television stations.

Any locality may provide for the establishment, ownership, maintenance and operation of educational
television stations within or outside the locality. The operation of any such station shall be under the
direction of the school board of the locality establishing the station.

The facilities of any such station may be made available to any educational institution upon terms as
may be agreed upon by the operating board of the station and the governing body of the institution.

Code 1950, § 15-15.3; 1960, c. 533; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-23; 1997, c. 587.
§ 15.2-966.1. Establishment of primary health care facility for employees of locality.
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Any locality may establish and operate a primary care health care facility for the locality's employees
and covered dependents. Such facility may provide vision and dental care in addition to medical ser-
vices.

2019, c. 505.

§ 15.2-967. Parking facilities.

Any locality may provide off-street automobile parking facilities and open them to the public, with or
without charge, and when any locality constructs or has constructed any such facility, it may lease
space therein for private commercial purposes which are necessary for sound fiscal management of
the parking facility or which space is not suitable for parking.

Code 1950, § 15-6; 1960, c. 528; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-14; 1970, c. 453; 1973, c. 402; 1990, c. 58;
1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-967.1. Regulation of certain transportation services.

A local transportation service that operates as a nonprofit organization and that primarily serves senior
citizens and disabled citizens shall be exempted from any local license tax imposed upon taxicab ser-
vices and other for-hire transportation services.

2010, c. 556.

§ 15.2-967.2. Electric vehicle charging stations.

Any locality may locate and operate a retail fee-based electric vehicle charging station on property the
locality owns or leases. A locality may provide that the use of such station is restricted to employees of
the locality and authorized visitors and may install signage that provides notice of such restriction.

2018, cc. 295, 446.

§ 15.2-968. Regulation of parking of vehicles within boundaries of state-supported institutions.
Any county or city may, upon request of the governing body of any state-supported institution lying
wholly or partially within the county or city, regulate the parking of motor vehicles and all other
vehicles on the roads, streets, alleys, grounds and other areas within such portions of the boundaries
of such institution as lie within the county or city.

Any city adopting an ordinance pursuant to this section may provide in the ordinance that regulations
made pursuant to this section shall be enforced by persons appointed under § 19.2-13. No penalty for
the violation of any such ordinance shall exceed a fine of twenty dollars. Any request from the gov-
erning body of any such institution to the governing body of the county or city shall be in writing and
signed by the presiding officers of the institution's governing body and shall be accompanied by a cer-
tified copy of a resolution of such governing body authorizing the request to be made.

The circuit court for any county or city which has adopted an ordinance pursuant to this section shall
have jurisdiction to try cases arising under such ordinance to the same extent as criminal cases
arising in the county or city. The provisions of this section shall not affect the application of §§ 46.2-
1231 through 46.2-1234.
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Code 1950, § 15-6.1; 1952, c. 472; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-516; 1964, c. 245; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-968.01. Parking in certain residential areas.

Notwithstanding any other provision of general law, localities may by ordinance permit the parking of
vehicles within residential areas in a public right-of-way that constitutes a part of the state highway sys-
tem so long as the vehicle does not obstruct the right-of-way.

2015, c. 233.

§ 15.2-968.1. Use of photo-monitoring systems to enforce traffic light signals.

A. The governing body of any county, city, or town may provide by ordinance for the establishment of a
traffic signal enforcement program imposing monetary liability on the operator of a motor vehicle for
failure to comply with traffic light signals in such locality in accordance with the provisions of this sec-
tion. Each such locality may install and operate traffic light signal photo-monitoring systems at no
more than one intersection for every 10,000 residents within each county, city, or town at any one time,
provided, however, that within planning District 8, each such locality may install and operate traffic
light signal photo-monitoring systems at no more than 10 intersections, or at no more than one inter-
section for every 10,000 residents within each county, city, or town, whichever is greater, at any one
time.

B. The operator of a vehicle shall be liable for a monetary penalty imposed pursuant to this section if
such vehicle is found, as evidenced by information obtained from a traffic light signal violation mon-
itoring system, to have failed to comply with a traffic light signal within such locality.

C. Proof of a violation of this section shall be evidenced by information obtained from a traffic light sig-
nal violation monitoring system authorized pursuant to this section. A certificate, sworn to or affirmed
by a law-enforcement officer employed by a locality authorized to impose penalties pursuant to this
section, or a facsimile thereof, based upon inspection of photographs, microphotographs, videotape,
or other recorded images produced by a traffic light signal violation monitoring system, shall be prima
facie evidence of the facts contained therein. Any photographs, microphotographs, videotape, or other
recorded images evidencing such a violation shall be available for inspection in any proceeding to
adjudicate the liability for such violation pursuant to an ordinance adopted pursuant to this section.

D. In the prosecution for a violation of any local ordinance adopted as provided in this section, prima
facie evidence that the vehicle described in the summons issued pursuant to this section was oper-
ated in violation of such ordinance, together with proof that the defendant was at the time of such viol-
ation the owner, lessee, or renter of the vehicle, shall constitute in evidence a rebuttable presumption
that such owner, lessee, or renter of the vehicle was the person who committed the violation. Such pre-
sumption shall be rebutted if the owner, lessee, or renter of the vehicle (i) files an affidavit by regular
mail with the clerk of the general district court that he was not the operator of the vehicle at the time of
the alleged violation or (ii) testifies in open court under oath that he was not the operator of the vehicle
at the time of the alleged violation. Such presumption shall also be rebutted if a certified copy of a
police report, showing that the vehicle had been reported to the police as stolen prior to the time of the
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alleged violation of this section, is presented, prior to the return date established on the summons
issued pursuant to this section, to the court adjudicating the alleged violation.

E. For purposes of this section, "owner" means the registered owner of such vehicle on record with the
Department of Motor Vehicles. For purposes of this section, "traffic light signal violation monitoring sys-
tem" means a vehicle sensor installed to work in conjunction with a traffic light that automatically pro-
duces two or more photographs, two or more microphotographs, video, or other recorded images of
each vehicle at the time it is used or operated in violation of § 46.2-833, 46.2-835, or 46.2-836. For
each such vehicle, at least one recorded image shall be of the vehicle before it has illegally entered

the intersection, and at least one recorded image shall be of the same vehicle after it has illegally
entered that intersection.

F. Imposition of a penalty pursuant to this section shall not be deemed a conviction as an operator and
shall not be made part of the operating record of the person upon whom such liability is imposed, nor
shall it be used for insurance purposes in the provision of motor vehicle insurance coverage. No mon-
etary penalty imposed under this section shall exceed $50, nor shall it include court costs. Any finding
in a district court that an operator has violated an ordinance adopted as provided in this section shall
be appealable to the circuit court in a civil proceeding.

G. A summons for a violation of this section may be executed pursuant to § 19.2-76.2. Notwithstanding
the provisions of § 19.2-76, a summons for a violation of this section may be executed by mailing by
first class mail a copy thereof to the owner, lessee, or renter of the vehicle. In the case of a vehicle
owner, the copy shall be mailed to the address contained in the records of the Department of Motor
Vehicles; in the case of a vehicle lessee or renter, the copy shall be mailed to the address contained
in the records of the lessor or renter. Every such mailing shall include, in addition to the summons, a
notice of (i) the summoned person's ability to rebut the presumption that he was the operator of the
vehicle at the time of the alleged violation through the filing of an affidavit as provided in subsection D
and (ii) instructions for filing such affidavit, including the address to which the affidavit is to be sent. If
the summoned person fails to appear on the date of return set out in the summons mailed pursuant to
this section, the summons shall be executed in the manner set outin § 19.2-76.3. No proceedings for
contempt or arrest of a person summoned by mailing shall be instituted for failure to appear on the
return date of the summons. Any summons executed for a violation of this section shall provide to the
person summoned at least 30 business days from the mailing of the summons to inspect information
collected by a traffic light signal violation monitoring system in connection with the violation.

H. Information collected by a traffic light signal violation monitoring system installed and operated pur-
suant to subsection A shall be limited exclusively to that information that is necessary for the enforce-
ment of traffic light violations. On behalf of a locality, a private entity that operates a traffic light signal
violation monitoring system may enter into an agreement with the Department of Motor Vehicles, in
accordance with the provisions of subdivision B 21 of § 46.2-208, to obtain vehicle owner information
regarding the registered owners of vehicles that fail to comply with a traffic light signal. Information
provided to the operator of a traffic light signal violation monitoring system shall be protected in a
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database with security comparable to that of the Department of Motor Vehicles' system, and used only
for enforcement against individuals who violate the provisions of this section. Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, all photographs, microphotographs, electronic images, or other personal inform-
ation collected by a traffic light signal violation monitoring system shall be used exclusively for enfor-
cing traffic light violations and shall not (i) be open to the public; (ii) be sold or used for sales,
solicitation, or marketing purposes; (iii) be disclosed to any other entity except as may be necessary
for the enforcement of a traffic light violation or to a vehicle owner or operator as part of a challenge to
the violation; or (iv) be used in a court in a pending action or proceeding unless the action or pro-
ceeding relates to a violation of § 46.2-833, 46.2-835, or 46.2-836 or requested upon order from a

court of competent jurisdiction. Information collected under this section pertaining to a specific viol-
ation shall be purged and not retained later than 60 days after the collection of any civil penalties. If a
locality does not execute a summons for a violation of this section within 10 business days, all inform-
ation collected pertaining to that suspected violation shall be purged within two business days. Any
locality operating a traffic light signal violation monitoring system shall annually certify compliance
with this section and make all records pertaining to such system available for inspection and audit by
the Commissioner of Highways or the Commissioner of the Department of Motor Vehicles or his
designee. Any person who discloses personal information in violation of the provisions of this sub-
section shall be subject to a civil penalty of $1,000 per disclosure. Any unauthorized use or disclosure
of such personal information shall be grounds for termination of the agreement between the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles and the private entity.

l. A private entity may enter into an agreement with a locality to be compensated for providing the
traffic light signal violation monitoring system or equipment, and all related support services, to include
consulting, operations and administration. However, only a law-enforcement officer employed by a loc-
ality may swear to or affirm the certificate required by subsection C. No locality shall enter into an
agreement for compensation based on the number of violations or monetary penalties imposed.

J. When selecting potential intersections for a traffic light signal violation monitoring system, a locality
shall consider factors such as (i) the accident rate for the intersection, (ii) the rate of red light violations
occurring at the intersection (number of violations per number of vehicles), (iii) the difficulty exper-
ienced by law-enforcement officers in patrol cars or on foot in apprehending violators, and (iv) the abil-
ity of law-enforcement officers to apprehend violators safely within a reasonable distance from the
violation. Localities may consider the risk to pedestrians as a factor, if applicable.

K. Before the implementation of a traffic light signal violation monitoring system at an intersection, the
locality shall complete an engineering safety analysis that addresses signal timing and other location-
specific safety features. The length of the yellow phase shall be established based on the recom-
mended methodology of the Institute of Transportation Engineers. No traffic light signal violation mon-
itoring system shall be implemented or utilized for a traffic signal having a yellow signal phase length
of less than three seconds. All traffic light signal violation monitoring systems shall provide a minimum
0.5-second grace period between the time the signal turns red and the time the first violation is
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recorded. If recommended by the engineering safety analysis, the locality shall make reasonable loc-
ation-specific safety improvements, including signs and pavement markings.

L. Any locality that uses a traffic light signal violation monitoring system shall evaluate the system on a
monthly basis to ensure all cameras and traffic signals are functioning properly. Evaluation results
shall be made available to the public.

M. Any locality that uses a traffic light signal violation monitoring system to enforce traffic light signals
shall place conspicuous signs within 500 feet of the intersection approach at which a traffic light signal
violation monitoring system is used. There shall be a rebuttable presumption that such signs were in
place at the time of the commission of the traffic light signal violation.

N. Prior to or coincident with the implementation or expansion of a traffic light signal violation mon-
itoring system, a locality shall conduct a public awareness program, advising the public that the loc-
ality is implementing or expanding a traffic light signal violation monitoring system.

O. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, if a vehicle depicted in images recorded by a
traffic light signal photo-monitoring system is owned, leased, or rented by a county, city, or town, then
the county, city, or town may access and use the recorded images and associated information for
employee disciplinary purposes.

2007, cc. 836, 903; 2010, c. 175; 2012, cc. 805, 836; 2014, c. 163; 2015, c. 714.

§ 15.2-969. Ordinances prohibiting resale of tickets to certain public events; penalty.

Any locality may provide, by ordinance, that it is unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to resell
for profit any ticket for admission to any sporting event, theatrical production, lecture, motion picture or
any other event open to the public for which tickets are ordinarily sold, except in the case of religious,
charitable, or educational organizations where all or a portion of the admission price reverts to the
sponsoring group and the resale for profit of such ticket is authorized by the sponsor of the event and
the manager or owner of the facility in which the event is being held. Such ordinance may provide that
violators thereof are guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor.

This section shall not apply to any resale of a ticket that occurs on the Internet.
1970, c. 530, § 15.1-29.3; 1982, c. 279; 1995, c. 339; 1997, c. 587; 2009, cc. 321, 376.

§ 15.2-970. Construction of dams, levees, seawalls, etc.; certain proceedings prohibited.

A. Any locality may construct a dam, levee, seawall or other structure or device, or perform dredging
operations hereinafter referred to as "works," the purpose of which is to prevent the tidal erosion, flood-
ing or inundation of such locality, or part thereof. The design, construction, performance, maintenance
and operation of any of such works is hereby declared to be a proper governmental function for a pub-
lic purpose.

B. No person, association or political subdivision shall bring any action at law or suit in equity against
any locality because of, or arising out of, the design, maintenance, performance, operation or exist-
ence of such works but nothing herein shall prevent any such action or suit based upon a written
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contract. This provision shall not be construed to authorize the taking of private property without just

compensation therefor and provided further that the tidal erosion, flooding or inundation of any lands
of any other person by the construction of a dam or levee to impound or control fresh water shall be a
taking of such land within the meaning of the foregoing provision.

Code 1950, § 15-20.6; 1960, c. 516; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-31; 1966, c. 270; 1968, c. 793; 1980, c. 460;
1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-971. Armories and markets; assistance to National Guard.
A. A locality may provide and operate armories and markets, or may contract with others for supplying
such facilities.

B. Any locality may appropriate out of the general levy, except the school fund, and expend annually
such sums of money as their judgment may warrant to aid and assist in the erection and maintenance
of suitable armories for companies of the Virginia National Guard, or otherwise contribute towards the
assistance and maintenance of such companies.

Code 1950, §§ 15-77.44, 15-694: 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, §§ 15.1-268, 15.1-880; 1970, c. 225:
1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-972. Appropriations for the upkeep of certain cemeteries.

Any locality may make appropriations in such sums and at such times as the governing body of the loc-
ality deems proper, for the care and upkeep of any cemetery in the locality in which free burial space

is provided.

Code 1950, § 15-17; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-511; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-973. Ordinances imposing license taxes on owners of certain motor vehicles.

Any locality may adopt an ordinance imposing a license tax, in an amount not exceeding $100 annu-
ally, upon the owners of motor vehicles that do not display current license plates and that are not
exempted from the requirements of displaying such license plates under the provisions of Article 6 (§
46.2-662 et seq.) of Chapter 6 of Title 46.2, §§ 46.2-1554 and 46.2-1555, are not in a public dump, in
an "automobile graveyard" as defined in § 33.2-804, or in the possession of a licensed junk dealer or
licensed motor vehicle dealer. Nothing in this section shall be applicable to any vehicle being held or
stored by or at the direction of any governmental authority, to any vehicle owned by a member of the
armed forces on active duty or to any vehicle regularly stored within a structure. Nothing in this section
shall be applicable to motor vehicles that are stored on private property for the purpose of restoration
or repair or for removing parts for the repair of another vehicle.

1970, c. 380, § 15.1-27.1; 1977, c. 557; 1982, c. 216; 1988, c. 484; 1997, c. 587; 2013, c. 347.

§ 15.2-974. Permits for display of fireworks; use and exhibitions.

The governing bodies of the several counties, cities and towns shall have the power to provide for the
issuance of permits for the display of fireworks by fair associations, amusement parks, or by any organ-
ization or group of individuals, under the minimum terms and conditions set forth in the Virginia
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Statewide Fire Prevention Code (§ 27-94 et seq.) and any additional terms and conditions as may be
prescribed by the locality. Any association, organization, or group that has been issued a permit may
purchase and make use of fireworks under the terms and conditions of such permit.

2002, c. 856.

§ 15.2-975. Use of cash proffers.

Localities which are authorized to accept voluntary cash proffers may also issue bonds under the pro-
visions of the Public Finance Act and other applicable law including local charters, to finance improve-
ments contained in the construction improvement program, to the extent that the costs of such
improvements have been pledged by landowners as voluntary cash proffers. Authorized localities
may pledge the proceeds of such proffers as a specific undertaking from which revenue is derived pur-
suant to Article VII, Section 10 (a) (3) of the Constitution of Virginia. The use of pledged cash proffers
to finance improvements shall be limited to the improvements or class of improvements for which the
proffer was originally pledged, and all or any part of the total amount pledged through the conditional
zoning process may be further pledged by the locality to support repayment of any such debt.

2004, c. 927.

§ 15.2-976. Natification of changes to the Federal Emergency Management Agency Special Flood
Hazard Area map.

Any locality receiving notification from the United States Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) that a change in the FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area map concerns or relates to real prop-
erty within such locality shall provide to each owner of any such property (i) written notification that
such change has occurred within that locality and (ii) written notification of the website, address, and
telephone number for the National Flood Insurance Program to aid the property owner in determining
if there has been a change to the flood risk of the property. Notice sent by bulk or first class mail to the
last known address of such owner as shown on the current real estate tax assessment books or cur-
rent real estate tax assessment records shall be deemed adequate compliance with this requirement.

2007, c. 211.

§ 15.2-977. Green Roof Incentive Programs.

A. For purposes of this section, "green roof" means a roof or partially covered roof consisting of plants,
soil, or another lightweight growing medium that is installed on top of a waterproof membrane and
designed in accordance with the Virginia Stormwater Management Program's standards and spe-
cifications for green roofs, as set forth in the Virginia BMP Clearinghouse.

B. Any locality may establish a rate incentive program designed to encourage the use of green roofs in
the construction and remodeling of residential and commercial buildings. If established, the incentives
shall be based on the percentage of stormwater runoff reduction the green roof provides.

2009, c. 402.

§ 15.2-978. Registration by locality of cemeteries, graveyards, or other places of burial on private
property.
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Any locality may adopt an ordinance setting forth a register of identified cemeteries, graveyards, or
other places of burial located on private property not belonging to any memorial or monumental asso-
ciation. The official local register may include an official map.

2009, c. 718.

§ 15.2-979. Notice of sale under deed of trust.

A. Notice shall be given to the chief administrative officer or designee of a locality and, if the property
is located in a common interest community as defined in § 54.1-2345, to the common interest com-
munity association, when residential property located within that locality or common interest com-
munity becomes subject to a sale under a deed of trust.

B. The notice required by this section shall:

1. Be made by the trustee or any substitute trustee authorized to conduct the sale under the deed of
trust;

2. Be given no later than 60 days after the sale of the residential property under the deed of trust;

3. Include (i) the street address of the residential property, (ii) the name of all property owners whose
ownership was subject to the deed of trust, (iii) the name and contact information, including telephone
number, of the person filing the notice, and (iv) the name and address of all owners holding the prop-
erty as a result of the sale.

C. Forresidential properties described in subsection A, if the mortgage loan secured by the deed of
trust has been registered with a national mortgage loan electronic registration system to which the loc-
ality has access and which registry includes a unique mortgage identification number specific to the
loan and which number is tied to the name of the borrower, the street address of the property, and con-
tact information consisting of the name, telephone number, and electronic address, if any, of the cur-
rent mortgage lender or mortgage loan service provider and of the current property preservation
contact, then the person authorized to conduct the sale under the deed of trust shall not have to give
the locality the notice described in this section and shall be deemed to have complied with any such
ordinance.

D. For purposes of this section, "residential property" means single-family detached dwellings, single-
family attached dwellings, individual residential condominium units, and individual residential lots loc-
ated in a development subject to the Property Owners' Association Act (§ 55.1-1800 et seq.).

2009, c. 803; 2013, c. 749; 2015, cc. 93, 410.

§ 15.2-980. (Effective until October 1, 2021) Civil penalties for violations of noise ordinances.

Any locality may, by ordinance, adopt a uniform schedule of civil penalties for violations of that loc-
ality's noise ordinance. This provision shall not apply to noise generated in connection with the busi-
ness being performed on industrial property. Civil fines will not exceed $250 for the first offense and
$500 for each subsequent offense. The locality may authorize the chief law-enforcement officer to
enforce any civil penalties adopted pursuant to the provisions of this section. The provisions of this
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section shall not apply to railroads. No ordinance of any locality shall apply to sound emanating from
any area permitted by the Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy or any division thereof.

2010, cc. 501788; 2017, c. 649.

§ 15.2-980. (Effective October 1, 2021) Civil penalties for violations of noise ordinances.

Any locality may, by ordinance, adopt a uniform schedule of civil penalties for violations of that loc-
ality's noise ordinance. This provision shall not apply to noise generated in connection with the busi-
ness being performed on industrial property. Civil fines will not exceed $250 for the first offense and
$500 for each subsequent offense. The locality may authorize the chief law-enforcement officer to
enforce any civil penalties adopted pursuant to the provisions of this section. The provisions of this
section shall not apply to railroads. No ordinance of any locality shall apply to sound emanating from
any area permitted by the Virginia Department of Energy or any division thereof.

2010, cc. 501788; 2017, c. 649; 2021, Sp. Sess. |, c. 532.

§ 15.2-981. Authority to sell dogs trained for police work.

A locality may sell any dog specially trained for police work to the handler who was last in control of
such dog, at a price deemed by the locality to be appropriate. Such sale shall not be deemed a viol-
ation of the State and Local Government Conflict of Interests Act (§ 2.2-3100 et seq.).

2010, c. 714.

§ 15.2-982. Designation of tourism activity zones.

Any locality may designate one or more tourism activity zones as areas that may be used for special
events, including parades, events requiring temporary street closures, and indoor and outdoor enter-
tainment activities. The locality shall include any designated tourism activity zone as an amendment
to the locality's zoning map.

2013, c. 246.

§ 15.2-983. Creation of registry for short-term rental of property.
A. As used in this section:

"Operator" means the proprietor of any dwelling, lodging, or sleeping accommodations offered as a
short-term rental, whether in the capacity of owner, lessee, sublessee, mortgagee in possession,
licensee, or any other possessory capacity.

"Short-term rental" means the provision of a room or space that is suitable or intended for occupancy
for dwelling, sleeping, or lodging purposes, for a period of fewer than 30 consecutive days, in
exchange for a charge for the occupancy.

B. 1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, general or special, any locality may, by ordinance,
establish a short-term rental registry and require operators within the locality to register annually. The
registration shall be ministerial in nature and shall require the operator to provide the complete name
of the operator and the address of each property in the locality offered for short-term rental by the oper-
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ator. A locality may charge a reasonable fee for such registration related to the actual costs of estab-
lishing and maintaining the registry.

2. No ordinance shall require a person to register pursuant to this section if such person is (i) licensed
by the Real Estate Board or is a property owner who is represented by a real estate licensee; (ii)
registered pursuant to the Virginia Real Estate Time-Share Act (§ 55.1-2200 et seq.); (iii) licensed or
registered with the Department of Health, related to the provision of room or space for lodging; or (iv)
licensed or registered with the locality, related to the rental or management of real property, including
licensed real estate professionals, hotels, motels, campgrounds, and bed and breakfast estab-
lishments.

C. 1. If a locality adopts a registry ordinance pursuant to this section, such ordinance may include a

penalty not to exceed $500 per violation for an operator required to register who offers for short-term
rental a property that is not registered with the locality. Such ordinance may provide that unless and
until an operator pays the penalty and registers such property, the operator may not continue to offer
such property for short-term rental. Upon repeated violations of a registry ordinance as it relates to a
specific property, an operator may be prohibited from registering and offering that property for short-

term rental.

2. Such ordinance may further provide that an operator required to register may be prohibited from
offering a specific property for short-term rental in the locality upon multiple violations on more than
three occasions of applicable state and local laws, ordinances, and regulations, as they relate to the
short-term rental.

D. Except as provided in this section, nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit, limit, or otherwise
supersede existing local authority to regulate the short-term rental of property through general land
use and zoning authority. Nothing in this section shall be construed to supersede or limit contracts or
agreements between or among individuals or private entities related to the use of real property, includ-
ing recorded declarations and covenants, the provisions of condominium instruments of a con-
dominium created pursuant to the Virginia Condominium Act (§ 55.1-1900 et seq.), the declaration of a
common interest community as defined in § 54.1-2345, the cooperative instruments of a cooperative
created pursuant to the Virginia Real Estate Cooperative Act (§ 55.1-2100 et seq.), or any declaration
of a property owners' association created pursuant to the Property Owners' Association Act (§ 55.1-
1800 et seq.).

2017, c. 741.

§ 15.2-984. Adoption of flood plain ordinances.

Any locality may by ordinance regulate the activity on, use of, or development of a flood plain in a man-
ner consistent with any state or federal flood plain management programs and requirements. Nothing
in this section shall be construed to limit a locality's authority to regulate a flood plain pursuant to §
15.2-2283 or any other provision of law.

2020, c. 166.
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§ 15.2-985. Disposition of abandoned shopping carts; unauthorized possession; penalties.

A. The governing body of any locality with a County Manager Plan or Urban County Executive Form
may, by ordinance, provide that it shall be unlawful for any person to place, leave, or abandon on any
real property in the locality, or within specified districts within the locality, any shopping cart as defined
in § 18.2-102.1. The ordinance shall provide that any such shopping cart that remains on real property
outside of the premises defined in § 18.2-102.1 at least 15 days after a notice of violation is given to
the owner of such shopping cart shall be presumed to be abandoned and subject to removal from the
real property by the locality or its agents without further notice.

B. A notice of violation sent by registered or certified mail to the last known address of the shopping
cart's owner or its registered agent reflected in state or locality public records shall satisfy the notice
requirement of this section. In the event that any such shopping cart is so removed, the cost of
removal, including the cost of disposal, but not to exceed $300 per cart, shall be charged to the owner
of the shopping cart. Any such charge that is not paid within 30 days of the date on which it is billed to
the owner shall constitute a lien upon the shopping cart and may be collected in any manner provided
by law for the collection of taxes.

C. In addition to any other remedy provided herein, the locality or its designee may institute legal
action to enjoin the continuing violating of this section.

D. An ordinance adopted pursuant to subsection A may provide that it shall be unlawful for any per-
son, except the owner or his agent, to possess outside of the premises any shopping cart, when the
owner has posted notice on the property that removal is unlawful. The locality may provide that a per-
son who violates the ordinance is subject to a civil penalty of not more than $500. However, such pen-
alty shall not apply when such person has been found guilty of a violation of § 18.2-102.1 for the
removal of such shopping cart from a store premises.

2020, c. 1174, § 15.2-984.

§ 15.2-986. Broadband services; education.

Any locality or other public body of the Commonwealth may appropriate public funds, personal prop-
erty, real estate, or donations to any local school board, school division, public school, charitable insti-
tution or association, or private provider of broadband services for the purposes of promoting,
facilitating, and encouraging the development, expansion, provision, and operation of broadband ser-
vices for educational purposes, as described in § 22.1-79.9, and may promote, encourage, support,
and take any action that a local school board is authorized to take under that section.

2021, Sp. Sess. |, c. 496.
Chapter 11 - Powers of Cities and Towns

Article 1 - UNIFORM CHARTER POWERS

§ 15.2-1100. Powers conferred; exercised by council.
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A municipal corporation shall have and may exercise any or all powers set forth in this article, regard-
less of whether such powers are set out or incorporated by reference in a municipal charter. All
powers vested in a municipal corporation by this chapter shall be exercised by its governing body.

Code 1950, § 15-77.2; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-838; 1979, c. 297; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1101. Exercise of powers outside boundaries.

If a municipal corporation seeks to exercise the powers set forth in this article outside its boundaries,
such powers shall, except as to existing nonconforming use, be subject to the zoning regulations of
the locality in which the power is sought to be exercised, provided that, except as to existing non-
conforming uses, such locality also observes the zoning regulations of the municipality as to any of
such locality's property located within the corporate limits.

Code 1950, § 15-77.2; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-838; 1979, c. 297; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1102. General grant of power; enumeration of powers not exclusive; limitations on exercise
of power.

A municipal corporation shall have and may exercise all powers which it now has or which may here-
after be conferred upon or delegated to it under the Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth and
all other powers pertinent to the conduct of the affairs and functions of the municipal government, the
exercise of which is not expressly prohibited by the Constitution and the general laws of the Com-
monwealth, and which are necessary or desirable to secure and promote the general welfare of the
inhabitants of the municipality and the safety, health, peace, good order, comfort, convenience, mor-
als, trade, commerce and industry of the municipality and the inhabitants thereof, and the enumeration
of specific powers shall not be construed or held to be exclusive or as a limitation upon any general
grant of power, but shall be construed and held to be in addition to any general grant of power. The
exercise of the powers conferred under this section is specifically limited to the area within the cor-
porate limits of the municipality, unless otherwise conferred in the applicable sections of the Con-
stitution and general laws, as amended, of the Commonwealth.

Code 1950, § 15-77.3; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-839; 1979, c. 297; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1103. Charter provisions not affected; conflict between chapter and charter.

A municipal corporation, in addition to the powers granted by § 15.2-1102, shall have all the powers
granted to it in its charter; and nothing contained in this article shall be construed to in anywise repeal,
amend, impair or affect any provision of any existing charter or of any charter hereafter granted to a
municipal corporation or any provision of any other applicable law, unless such amendment or repeal
so provides. Whenever there appears to be a conflict between any provision of this article, or any
amendment hereof, and that of any charter of a municipal corporation, the provisions of the charter
shall be construed and held to take precedence over such conflicting or apparently conflicting pro-
visions of this article or of any amendment hereof.

Code 1950, § 15-77.4; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-840; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1104. Taxes and assessments.
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A municipal corporation may raise annually by taxes and assessments on property, persons, and
other subjects of taxation, which are not prohibited by law, such sums of money as in the judgment of
the municipal corporation are necessary to pay the debts, defray the expenses, accomplish the pur-
poses, and perform the functions of the municipal corporation, in such manner as the municipal cor-
poration deems necessary or expedient. A municipal corporation may also establish by ordinance a
discount for the early payment of any such taxes or assessments. For purposes of this section, "early
payment" may include payment of real property taxes in full on or before the due date of such tax.

Code 1950, § 15-77.5; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-841; 1997, c. 587; 2003, c. 216; 2012, c. 585.

§ 15.2-1104.1. Tax on admissions to charitable events.

A municipal corporation that generally levies an admissions tax may, by ordinance, elect not to levy

an admissions tax on admission to an event, provided that the purpose of the event is solely to raise
money for charitable purposes and that the net proceeds derived from the event will be transferred to
an entity or entities that are exempt from sales and use tax pursuant to § 58.1-609.11.

1999, c. 986; 2003, cc. 757, 758.

§ 15.2-1105. Borrowing money and issuing evidence of indebtedness.

A municipal corporation may, in the name of and for the use of the municipal corporation, borrow
money and issue evidence of indebtedness therefor, subject to such limitations as may be imposed by
law.

Code 1950, § 15-77.7; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-843; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1106. Control and management of affairs; books, records, accounts, etc., of agencies.

A municipal corporation shall provide for the control and management of the affairs of the municipality,
and may prescribe and require the adoption and keeping of such books, records, accounts and sys-
tems of accounting by the departments, boards, commissions, courts or other agencies of the local gov-
ernment as may be necessary to give full and true accounts of the affairs, resources and revenues of
the municipal corporation and the handling, use and disposal thereof.

Code 1950, § 15-77.8; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-844; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1107. Departments, offices, boards, etc.

A municipal corporation may provide for the organization, conduct and operation of all departments,
offices, boards, commissions and agencies of the municipal corporation, subject to such limitations as
may be imposed by its charter or otherwise by law. A municipal corporation may establish, con-
solidate, abolish or change departments, offices, boards, commissions and agencies of the municipal
corporation and prescribe the powers, duties and functions thereof, except where such departments,
offices, boards, commissions and agencies or the powers, duties and functions thereof are specifically
established or prescribed by its charter or otherwise by law.

Code 1950, § 15-77.9; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-845; 1997, c. 587.
§ 15.2-1108. Gifts, donations, bequests or grants.
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A municipal corporation may accept or refuse gifts, donations, bequests or grants from any source,
which are related to the powers, duties and functions of the municipal corporation.

Code 1950, § 15-77.12; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-848; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1109. Milk, food and food products.

A municipal corporation may regulate and inspect the production, preparation, storage, distribution
and sale of milk and milk products, and other beverages, and food and food products, and the san-
itation of establishments in which the same are produced, prepared, processed, handled, distributed,
sold or offered for sale, and facilities, equipment and vehicles used for such purposes; provided such
regulations are not inconsistent with the provisions of Chapters 52 (§ 3.2-5200 et seq.) and 54 (§ 3.2-
5400 et seq.) of Title 3.2; and may condemn, seize and dispose of any adulterated, impure or dan-
gerous milk, milk product, beverage, food or food product, without liability to the owner thereof.

Code 1950, § 15-77.17; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-853; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1110. Swimming pools, lakes and other waters.

A municipal corporation may regulate and inspect the operation, maintenance, and use of public swim-
ming pools, lakes and other natural or artificial waters and private pools and lakes operated by clubs
and associations; and without liability to the owner thereof, may prevent the use thereof when such
waters are found to be polluted, adulterated, impure or dangerous or contribute or are likely to con-
tribute to the contraction or spread of infectious, contagious or dangerous diseases.

Code 1950, § 15-77.22; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-858; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1111. Regulation of cemeteries and burials.
A municipal corporation may regulate and inspect cemeteries and burials therein, prescribe records to
be kept by the owners thereof, and prohibit burials except in public cemeteries.

Code 1950, § 15-77.24; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-860; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1112. Aid to military units.
A municipal corporation may grant financial aid to military units organized in the municipal corporation
pursuant to the laws of the Commonwealth.

Code 1950, § 15-77.26; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-862; 1970, c. 225; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1113. Dangerous, etc., business or employment; transportation of offensive substances;
explosive or inflammable substances; fireworks.

A municipal corporation may regulate or prohibit the conduct of any dangerous, offensive or unhealth-
ful business, trade or employment; the transportation of any offensive substance; the manufacture, stor-
age, transportation, possession and use of any explosive or inflammable substance; and the use and
exhibition of fireworks and the discharge of firearms. A municipal corporation may also require the
maintenance of safety devices on storage equipment for such substances or items.
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Any municipal corporation that regulates or prohibits the discharge of firearms shall provide an exemp-
tion for the killing of deer pursuant to § 29.1-529. Such exemption shall apply on land of at least five
acres that is zoned for agricultural use.

Code 1950, § 15-77.29; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-865; 1982, c. 17; 1992, c. 600; 1997, c. 587;
2000, c. 229.

§ 15.2-1113.1. Prohibiting hunting in certain areas.

Any municipal corporation may by ordinance prohibit all hunting with firearms or other weapons in, or
within one-half mile of, any subdivision or other area of such municipal corporation which, in the opin-
ion of the governing body, is so heavily populated as to make such hunting dangerous to the inhab-
itants thereof. Any such ordinance shall clearly describe each area in which hunting is prohibited and
shall further provide that appropriate signs shall be erected designating the boundaries of such area.

2000, c. 289.

§ 15.2-1114. Auctions; pawnshops; secondhand dealers; peddling; fraud and deceit in sales;
weights and measures.

A municipal corporation may regulate the sale of property at auction; may regulate the conduct of and
prescribe the number of pawnshops and dealers in secondhand goods, wares and merchandise; may
regulate or prohibit peddling; may prevent fraud or deceit in the sale of property; may require weigh-
ing, measuring, gauging and inspection of goods, wares and merchandise offered for sale; and may
provide for the sealing of weights and measures and the inspection and testing thereof.

Code 1950, § 15-77.30; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-866; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1115. Abatement or removal of nuisances.

A. A municipal corporation may compel the abatement or removal of all nuisances, including but not
limited to the removal of weeds from private and public property and snow from sidewalks; the cov-
ering or removal of offensive, unwholesome, unsanitary or unhealthy substances allowed to accu-
mulate in or on any place or premises; the filling in to the street level, fencing or protection by other
means, of the portion of any lot adjacent to a street where the difference in level between the lot and
the street constitutes a danger to life and limb; the raising or draining of grounds subject to be covered
by stagnant water; and the razing or repair of all unsafe, dangerous or unsanitary public or private
buildings, walls or structures which constitute a menace to the health and safety of the occupants
thereof or the public. If after such reasonable notice as the municipal corporation may prescribe the
owner or owners, occupant or occupants of the property or premises affected by the provisions of this
section shall fail to abate or obviate the condition or nuisance, the municipal corporation may do so
and charge and collect the cost thereof from the owner or owners, occupant or occupants of the prop-
erty affected in any manner provided by law for the collection of state or local taxes.

B. Every charge authorized by this section in excess of $200 which has been assessed against the
owner of any such property and which remains unpaid shall constitute a lien against such property.
Such liens shall have the same priority as liens for other unpaid local real estate taxes and shall be
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enforceable in the same manner as provided in Articles 3 (§ 58.1-3940 et seq.) and 4 (§ 58.1-3965 et
seq.) of Chapter 39 of Title 58.1. A locality may waive such liens in order to facilitate the sale of the
property. Such liens may be waived only as to a purchaser who is unrelated by blood or marriage to
the owner and who has no business association with the owner. All such liens shall remain a per-
sonal obligation of the owner of the property at the time the liens were imposed.

Code 1950, § 15-77.31; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-867; 1997, c. 587; 2004, cc. 533, 968; 2017,
cc. 118, 610.

§ 15.2-1116. Smoke; fuel-burning equipment.
A municipal corporation may regulate the emission of smoke, the construction, installation and main-
tenance of fuel-burning equipment, and the methods of firing and stoking furnaces and boilers.

Code 1950, § 15-77.32; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-868; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1117. Light, ventilation, sanitation and use and occupancy of buildings.

A municipal corporation may regulate the light, ventilation, sanitation and use and occupancy of build-
ings heretofore or hereafter constructed, altered, remodeled or improved, and the sanitation of
premises surrounding the building.

Code 1950, § 15-77.33; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-869; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1118. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2007, c. 256, cl. 2.

§ 15.2-1119. Hospitals, sanatoria, homes, clinics, etc.

A municipal corporation may provide and operate, within or outside the municipal corporation, hos-
pitals, sanatoria, homes, clinics, institutions and facilities for the care, treatment and maintenance of
the sick, of children, the aged, destitute and indigent; may contract with others for supplying such ser-
vices; and may charge and collect compensation for such care, treatment and maintenance.

Code 1950, § 15-77.45; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-881; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1120. Detentive, correctional and penal institutions.

A municipal corporation may provide and operate, within or outside the municipal corporation, detent-
ive, correctional and penal institutions; or may contract with others for supplying the services and facil-
ities provided at such institutions.

Code 1950, § 15-77.46; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-882; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1121. Cemeteries.

A municipal corporation may provide and operate, within or outside the municipal corporation,
cemeteries; may contract for the perpetual care of lots and burial spaces therein; and may charge com-
pensation for lots and burial spaces and services in connection with interments and the maintenance
and operation of such cemeteries.

Code 1950, § 15-77.47; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-883; 1997, c. 587.
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§ 15.2-1122. Parking or storage of vehicles.

A municipal corporation may provide and operate places for, and limited to, the parking or storage of
vehicles by the public, which shall include but shall not be limited to parking lots, garages, buildings
and other land, structures, equipment and facilities; provide for their management and operation by an
agency of the municipality; contract with others for the operation and management thereof upon such
terms and conditions as shall be prescribed by the municipal corporation; and charge or authorize the
charging of compensation for the parking or storage of vehicles.

Code 1950, § 15-77.48; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-884; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1123. Airports and facilities.

A. A municipal corporation may provide and operate within or outside the municipal corporation air-
ports and lands, structures, equipment and facilities appurtenant thereto; provide for their management
and operation by an agency of the municipality; contract with others for the operation and man-
agement thereof upon such terms and conditions as shall be prescribed by the municipal corporation;
and charge or authorize the charging of compensation for the use of the airport or any of its appur-
tenances or facilities.

B. A municipal corporation located in Planning District 11 or a political subdivision located in Planning
District 6 or 7 may apply any deicing agent containing urea for the purpose of deicing an airport that is
classified by the Virginia Air Transportation System Plan as a Commercial Service airport or General
Aviation Regional airport, provided the application does not exceed Virginia Pollutant Discharge Elim-
ination System stormwater permit requirements.

Code 1950, § 15-77.49; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-885; 1997, c. 587; 2013, c. 758.

§ 15.2-1123.1. Lynchburg Regional Airport police department.

The City of Lynchburg may by ordinance establish an airport police department at the Lynchburg
Regional Airport. The authority of the airport police department shall be limited to real property owned,
leased, or controlled by the Airport. Such authority shall not supersede the authority, duties, or jur-
isdiction vested by law with the local police department or sheriff's office, including as provided in §§
15.2-1609 and 15.2-1704. The airport police department and airport police officers shall be subject to
and comply with the Constitution of the United States; the Constitution of Virginia; the laws governing
municipal police departments, including the provisions of §§ 9.1-600, 15.2-1705 through 15.2-1708,
15.2-1719, 15.2-1721,15.2-1721.1, and 15.2-1722; and any regulations adopted by the Criminal
Justice Services Board that the Department of Criminal Justice Services designates as applicable to
private police departments. Any person employed as an airport police officer pursuant to this section
shall meet all requirements, including the minimum compulsory training requirements, for law-enforce-
ment officers pursuant to Chapter 1 (§ 9.1-100 et seq.) of Title 9.1. An airport police officer is not

entitled to benefits under the Line of Duty Act (§ 9.1-400 et seq.) or under the Virginia Retirement Sys-
tem, is not a "qualified law-enforcement officer" or "qualified retired law-enforcement officer" within the
meaning of the federal Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act, 18 U.S.C. § 926B et seq., and shall not
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be deemed an employee of the Commonwealth. The airport police department may use the word
"police" to describe its sworn officers and may join a regional criminal justice academy created pur-
suantto Article 5 (§ 15.2-1747 et seq.) of Chapter 17 of Title 15.2.

2015, c. 213; 2020, Sp. Sess. |, cc. 37, 55.

§ 15.2-1124. Police jurisdiction over lands, buildings and structures; jurisdiction of offenses;
appeals; jurisdiction in certain public buildings with magistrate's offices.

A. Lands, buildings or structures provided and operated by a municipality for any purpose defined in
this article shall be under the police jurisdiction of the municipal corporation for the enforcement of its
regulations respecting the use or occupancy thereof. All police officers of the municipal corporation
shall have jurisdiction to make arrests on such land and in such buildings or structures for violations of
such regulations. Such criminal case shall be prosecuted in the locality in which the offense was com-
mitted.

B. In any public building that is located in Henry County adjoining a municipal corporation and that
contains a magistrate's office which serves the municipal corporation, the sheriff, any deputy sheriff,
and any police officer of the municipal corporation shall have the same powers which such sheriff,
deputy sheriff or police officer would have in the municipal corporation itself. The courts of the muni-
cipal corporation and the locality in which such public building is located shall have concurrent jur-
isdiction of any offense committed against or any escape from any such sheriff, deputy sheriff, or
police officer in such public building, provided that the sheriff, deputy sheriff, or police officer was
present in the public building while in the performance of his official duties. Such police powers and
concurrent jurisdiction shall also apply during travel between the municipal corporation and the public
building by such sheriff, deputy sheriffs, and police officers while in the performance of their official
duties. For purposes of this subsection, a "public building" shall include the surrounding grounds of
such building.

Code 1950, § 15-77.51; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-887; 1997, cc. 587, 739; 2007, c. 813; 2014,
c. 543.

§ 15.2-1125. Licenses and permits; fees; bonds or insurance.

Whenever in the judgment of the municipal corporation it is advisable in the exercise of any of its
powers or in the enforcement of any ordinance or regulation, it may provide for the issuance of
licenses or permits in connection therewith; fix a fee to be charged the licensee or permittee and
require from the licensee or permittee a bond or insurance contract of such character and in such
amount and upon such terms and conditions as the municipal corporation may determine.

Code 1950, § 15-77.69; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-906; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1126. Posting of bond not prerequisite to exercise of right by municipality.

Whenever the law requires the posting of a bond, with or without surety, as a condition precedent to
the exercise of any right, a municipal corporation, without giving such bond, may exercise such right,
provided all other conditions precedent are complied with, and no action shall be delayed or refused
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because the municipal corporation has not filed or executed the bond that might otherwise be
required, and the municipal corporation shall be bound to the same extent that it would have been
bound had the bond been given.

Code 1950, § 15-77.70; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-907; 1997, c. 587.

Article 2 - Additional Powers of Cities and Towns

§ 15.2-1127. Vacant building registration; civil penalty.

The Town of Clifton Forge, the Town of Pulaski, in a conservation and rehabilitation district of the
town, the Town of Timberville, and any city, by ordinance, may require the owner or owners of build-
ings that have been vacant for a continuous period of 12 months or more, and which meet the defin-
ition of "derelict building" under § 15.2-907.1, to register such buildings on an annual basis and may
impose an annual registration fee not to exceed $100 to defray the cost of processing such regis-
tration. The registration of buildings shall be on forms designated by the locality and filed with the
agency designated by the locality. Failure to register shall be a $200 civil penalty; however, failure to
register in conservation and rehabilitation districts designated by the governing body, or in other areas
designated as blighted pursuant to § 36-49.1:1, shall be punishable by a civil penalty not exceeding
$400. Notice shall be mailed to the owner or owners, at the address to which property tax notices are
sent, at least 30 days prior to the assessment of the civil penalty.

1993, c. 829, § 15.1-29.24: 1997, c. 587; 1999, c. 250: 2006, c. 299; 2013, cc. 253, 355, 405; 2020, c.
145.

§ 15.2-1128. City of Norfolk authorized to exchange information regarding criminal history.
Applicants for employment as paramedics or emergency medical technicians making application to
the personnel office of the City of Norfolk shall be required to submit to fingerprinting and to provide
personal descriptive information to be forwarded along with the applicant's fingerprints through the
Central Criminal Records Exchange and the Federal Bureau of Investigation for the purpose of obtain-
ing criminal history record information regarding such applicant; however, such applicants may be
required, if required by local ordinance, to pay the cost of the fingerprinting or criminal records check
or both.

The Central Criminal Records Exchange, upon receipt of an applicant's record or notification that no
record exists, shall make a report to the City of Norfolk. If an applicant is denied employment because
of information appearing in his criminal history record, the City of Norfolk shall provide a copy of the
information obtained from the Central Criminal Records Exchange to the applicant. The information
shall not be disseminated except as provided in this section.

1995, c. 328, § 15.1-29.25; 1997, c. 587; 2019, c. 632.

§ 15.2-1129. Encouragement of use of city facilities in certain cities.
Any city having a population of more than 75,000 and owning a city auditorium, civic center, coliseum,
convention hall, stadium, theater, exhibition hall or combination thereof or other place of public
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assembly, may, in order to further the best interest of the public and lead to greater use of any such
facilities, do all things necessary and proper to encourage the use thereof by arranging or engaging
shows, plays, exhibitions, performances and all other entertainments of whatsoever nature, except
motion pictures produced expressly for commercial exhibition, exclusively of a motion picture shown
as a part of and related to a live program or a show, or a motion picture which has been generally
removed from commercial exhibition in motion picture theaters, or a motion picture which is not shown
or exhibited in such place more than twice and then only on one day, and exclusive of travelogues,
educational or trade show films which are exhibited by educational, civic, trade, or religious organ-
izations, to view which no admission fee is charged or the net proceeds of any admission fee charged
are fully utilized for educational, religious or charitable purposes. Such encouragement may, without
limitations as to other permissible activities, include the expenditure of city funds to promote such activ-
ities and to bring notice to the public of entertainments at such public facilities, engaging persons to
bring entertainments thereto from which the city may derive income, and the payment of funds to such
persons in advance or out of proceeds derived therefrom for payment therewith; and may include enter-
ing into agreements with such other persons guaranteeing minimum sums to be payable to such per-
sons for future performances provided that at no time shall the aggregate amount of all outstanding
guarantees be more than such sums as may be fixed by the governing body of such city. Not-
withstanding any provision of any city charter, the council of any such city may appropriate funds to a
special or revolving account in order to engage, advertise and promote any such entertainment and to
operate any of the foregoing facilities, and when such fund is created such person or persons as may
be designated by ordinance of such governing body, after providing fidelity bond with corporate surety
payable to the city in a penalty not less than the authorized amount of such special or revolving fund,
may sign checks against said fund and expend cash therefrom for any of the foregoing purposes.

1964, c. 508, § 15.1-37.2; 1970, c. 505; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1129.1. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2018, c. 396, cl. 2.

§ 15.2-1129.2. Creation of local economic revitalization zones.

A. Any city or town may establish by ordinance one or more economic revitalization zones for the pur-
pose of providing incentives to private entities to purchase real property and interests in real property
to assemble parcels suitable for economic development. Each city or town establishing an economic
revitalization zone may grant incentives and provide regulatory flexibility. Such zones shall be reas-
onably compact, shall not encompass the entire city or town, and shall constitute one or more tax par-
cels not commonly owned. Properties that are acquired through the use of eminent domain shall not
be eligible for the incentives and regulatory flexibility provided by the ordinance.

B. The incentives may include, but not be limited to: (i) reduction of permit fees, (ii) reduction of user
fees, (iii) reduction of any type of gross receipts tax, and (iv) waiver of tax liens to facilitate the sale of

property.
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C. Incentives established pursuant to this section may extend for a period of up to 10 years from the
date of initial establishment of the economic revitalization zone; however, the extent and duration of
any incentive shall conform to the requirements of applicable federal and state law.

D. The regulatory flexibility provided in an economic revitalization zone may include (i) special zoning
for the district, (ii) the use of a special permit process, (iii) exemption from certain specified ordinances,
excluding ordinances or provisions of ordinances adopted pursuant to the requirements of the Ches-
apeake Bay Preservation Act (§ 62.1-44.15:67 et seq.), the Erosion and Sediment Control Law (§
62.1-44.15:51 et seq.), and the Virginia Stormwater Management Act (§ 62.1-44.15:24 et seq.), and
(iv) any other incentives adopted by ordinance, which shall be binding upon the locality for a period of
up to 10 years.

E. The governing body may establish a service district for the provision of additional public services
pursuant to Chapter 24 (§ 15.2-2400 et seq.) of Title 15.2.

F. This section shall not authorize any local government powers that are not expressly granted herein.

G. Prior to adopting or amending any ordinance pursuant to this section, a locality shall provide for
notice and public hearing in accordance with subsection A of § 15.2-2204.

2007, c. 262: 2013, cc. 756, 793: 2019, c. 721.

§ 15.2-1130. Liability for failure to provide adequate security or crowd control.

The Cities of Chesapeake and Portsmouth may provide by ordinance that any person who has neg-
ligently failed to provide adequate security or crowd control at a sporting event, restaurant, night club,
or other business or commercial activity that draws large crowds of people may be liable in a separate
civil action for the cost associated with any emergency response by the law-enforcement agency or
emergency medical services personnel of such city caused by the sponsor, owner, or tenant of any
sporting event, restaurant, night club, or other business or commercial establishment who negligently
failed to provide adequate security or crowd control. Such person shall be liable to the city in an
amount not to exceed $1,000.

1995, cc. 291, 408, § 15.1-132.2; 1997, c. 587; 2000, cc. 829, 840: 2019, c. 632.

§ 15.2-1131. Establishment of personnel system for city administrative officials and employees.
Notwithstanding any contrary provisions of law, general or special, in the Cities of Norfolk, Richmond,
or Virginia Beach, the city council, upon receiving any recommendations submitted to it by the city
manager, may establish a personnel system for the city administrative officials and employees. Such
system shall be based on merit and professional ability and shall not discriminate on the basis of race,
national origin, religion, sex, age, disabilities, political affiliation, marital status, sexual orientation, or
gender identity. The personnel system shall consist of rules and regulations that provide for the gen-
eral administration of personnel matters, a classification plan for employees, a uniform pay plan, and a
procedure for resolving grievances of employees as provided by general law for either local gov-
ernment or state government employees.

1997, ¢. 211, § 15.1-37.10; 2007, c. 813; 2020, c. 1137.
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§ 15.2-1132. Volunteer property maintenance and zoning inspectors in certain cities.

The Cities of Chesapeake, Hampton, Newport News, Portsmouth, Richmond, and Virginia Beach may
provide that the agency charged with the enforcement of local ordinances adopted pursuant to §§
15.2-901, 15.2-903, 15.2-904, 15.2-905, and 15.2-908 or city charter relating to the external main-
tenance of property or local zoning ordinances relating to motor vehicles or trailers as defined in §

46.2-100 may utilize supervised, trained, and qualified volunteers to issue notices of noncompliance
with such ordinances. Such volunteers shall have any and all immunity provided to an employee of
the locality doing an identical job.

Acts 2000, c. 673; 2002, cc. 31,451; 2005, cc. 265, 318; 2010, c. 202; 2018, c. 542.

§ 15.2-1133. Purchase of electric power and energy; duration of contracts; source of payments.
A. For purposes of this section:

"Other party" means any other entity, including but not limited to (i) another municipality or public insti-
tution of higher education or any political subdivision, public authority, agency, or instrumentality of the
Commonwealth, another state, or the United States of America or (ii) a partnership, limited liability
company, not-for-profit corporation, electric cooperative, or investor-owned utility, whether created,
incorporated, or otherwise organized and existing under the laws of the Commonwealth or another
state or the United States of America.

"Project" means any system or facilities for the generation, transmission, transformation, or supply of
electrical power and energy by any means whatsoever, including but not limited to fuel, fuel trans-
portation, and fuel supply resources and other related facilities, any one or more electric generating
units situated at a particular site, in the continental United States of America, or any interest in the fore-
going, whether an undivided interest as a tenant in common or otherwise, or any right to output, capa-
city or services thereof.

B. Any municipal corporation in the Commonwealth that on January 1, 2006, owned and operated an
electric utility system may contract with any other party to buy power and energy required for its
present or future requirements. Such contracts may provide that the source of such power and energy
is limited to a specified project or may include provision for replacement power and energy. Any such
contract may provide that the municipal corporation so contracting shall be obligated to make pay-
ments required by the contract whether or not a project is completed, operable, or operating and not-
withstanding the suspension, interruption, interference, reduction, or curtailment of the output of a
project or the power and energy contracted for, and that such payments under the contract shall not be
subject to any reduction, whether by offset or otherwise, and shall not be conditioned upon the per-
formance or nonperformance by any other party. Such contracts, with respect to any project, may also
provide, in the event of default by any municipal corporation or other party that is a party to any such
contract for such project in the performance of its obligations thereunder, for any municipal corporation
or other party to any such contract for such project to succeed to the rights and interests and assume
the obligations of the defaulting party, pro rata or otherwise, as may be agreed upon in such contracts.
Such contracts may provide that the other party is not obligated to provide power and energy in the
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event that the project specified to be the source of power and energy to be purchased and sold under
such contracts is inoperable or in the case of the suspension, interference, reduction or curtailment of
the output of such project or in events of force majeure.

Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law or charter provision to the contrary, any such contract,
with respect to the sale or purchase of capacity, output, power, or energy from a project, may extend
for a period not exceeding 50 years from the date a project is estimated to be placed in normal con-
tinuous operation; and the execution and effectiveness thereof shall not be subject to any author-
izations or approvals by the Commonwealth or any agency, commission, instrumentality, or political
subdivision thereof except as specifically required by law.

Any such contract shall provide that payments by a municipal corporation under any such contract be
made solely from and may be secured by a pledge of and lien upon the revenues derived by such
municipal corporation from the ownership and operation of the electric system of such municipal cor-
poration, and such payments shall constitute an operating expense of such electric system. No oblig-
ation under such contract shall constitute a legal or equitable pledge, charge, lien, or encumbrance
upon any property of the municipal corporation or upon any of its income, receipts, or revenues,
except the revenues of its electric system, and neither the faith and credit nor the taxing power of the
municipal corporation are, or may be, pledged for the payment of any obligation under any such con-
tract. A municipal corporation shall be obligated to fix, charge, and collect rents, rates, fees, and
charges for electric power and energy and other services, facilities, and commaodities sold, furnished,
or supplied through its electric system sufficient to provide revenues adequate to meet its obligations
under any such contract and to pay any and all other amounts payable from or constituting a charge
and lien upon such revenues, including amounts sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on
bonds of such municipal corporation heretofore or hereafter issued for purposes related to its electric
system. Any pledge made by a municipal corporation pursuant to this paragraph shall be governed by
the laws of the Commonwealth.

2007, cc. 612, 670.
Chapter 12 - GENERAL POWERS AND PROCEDURES OF COUNTIES
Article 1 - MISCELLANEOUS POWERS

§ 15.2-1200. General powers of counties.

Any county may adopt such measures as it deems expedient to secure and promote the health, safety
and general welfare of its inhabitants which are not inconsistent with the general laws of the Com-
monwealth. Such power shall include, but shall not be limited to, the adoption of quarantine reg-
ulations affecting both persons and animals, the adoption of necessary regulations to prevent the
spread of contagious diseases among persons or animals and the adoption of regulations for the pre-
vention of the pollution of water which is dangerous to the health or lives of persons residing in the
county.
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Code 1950, § 15-8; 1954, c. 529; 1956, cc. 218, 664; 1956, Ex. Sess., c. 40; 1958, c. 279; 1960, c.
606; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-510; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1201. County boards of supervisors vested with powers and authority of councils of cities
and towns; exceptions.

The boards of supervisors of counties are hereby vested with the same powers and authority as the
councils of cities and towns by virtue of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Virginia or the acts of
the General Assembly passed in pursuance thereof. However, with the exception of ordinances
expressly authorized under Chapter 13 of Title 46.2, no ordinance shall be enacted under authority of
this section regulating the equipment, operation, lighting or speed of motor-propelled vehicles oper-
ated on the public highways of a county unless it is uniform with the general laws of the Com-
monwealth regulating such equipment, operation, lighting or speed and with the regulations of the
Commonwealth Transportation Board adopted pursuant to such laws. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to give the boards of supervisors any power to control or exercise supervision over signs,
signals, marking or traffic lights on any roads constructed and maintained by the Commonwealth
Transportation Board. No powers or authority conferred upon the boards of supervisors of counties
solely by this section shall be exercised within the corporate limits of any incorporated town except by
agreement with the town council.

In the County of Fairfax an ordinance may be adopted by the board of supervisors under this section
after a descriptive notice of intention to propose the same for passage has been published once a
week for two successive weeks in a newspaper having a general circulation in the county. After the
enactment of such ordinance by the board of supervisors, no publication of the ordinance shall be
required and such ordinance shall become effective upon adoption or upon a date fixed by the board
of supervisors.

Code 1950, § 15-10; 1950, p. 113; 1958, c. 190; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-522; 1966, cc. 405, 495; 1975, c.
575; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1201.1. Discharging employee for service on board prohibited; civil penalty.

A board member in Buchanan County shall not be discharged from employment as a result of his
absence from employment due to attendance at regular board meetings upon giving reasonable
notice to his employer of such absence. Any employer violating the provisions of this section shall be
subject to a civil penalty of up to $2,500.

1997, c. 613, § 15.1-539.1; 2019, c. 632.

§ 15.2-1201.2. Discount for early payment of taxes.

Counties may by ordinance establish a discount for the early payment of any tax or assessment
imposed by the county. For purposes of this section, "early payment" may include payment of real
property taxes in full on or before the due date of such tax.

2003, c. 216; 2012, c. 585.

§ 15.2-1202. Appropriation of money to incorporated towns.
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The governing body of any county may appropriate such sums as it desires to any incorporated town
or towns within the boundaries of the county.

Code 1950, § 15-249; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-544; 1966, c. 495; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1203. Governing body may require treasurer to pay claims.

The governing body of any county may require the treasurer of the county to pay all claims or other
obligations for which the governing body has appropriated funds. The treasurer of the county shall,
before paying any funds as authorized by this section, first comply with § 58.1-3132.

Code 1950, § 15-551.7; 1950, p. 415; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-121; 1964, c. 413; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1204. Appropriations for advertising resources, etc., by counties.

The governing body of any county may appropriate funds for advertising and giving publicity to the
resources and advantages of their county, and in securing and promoting economic development of
the county. For the purposes set out in this section the county governing body may make such appro-
priation to chambers of commerce or similar organizations within such county, or to employ suitable
persons to secure and promote economic development of the county.

Code 1950, § 15-12; 1962, c. 580, § 15.1-10.1; 1981, c. 77; 1994, c. 594; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1205. Allocation of county funds or property to authorities created by county.

The governing body of any county may give, lend or advance in any manner that it deems proper
funds or other county property, not otherwise specifically allocated or obligated, to any authority cre-
ated by such governing body pursuant to law.

1966, c. 132, § 15.1-511.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1206. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2010, c. 495, cl. 2.

§ 15.2-1207. Pistols and revolvers; reports of sales.

The power of any governing body of any county to require sellers of pistols and revolvers to furnish the
clerk of the circuit court of the county, after sale of any such weapon, with the name and address of the
purchaser, the date of purchase, and the number, make and caliber of the weapon sold is hereby
repealed. The clerk shall destroy every record of the reports previously received.

Code 1950, § 59-142; 1968, c. 439, § 15.1-524; 1997, c. 587; 2010, c. 495.

§ 15.2-1208. Same; in certain counties.

Chapter 297 of the Acts of Assembly of 1944, approved March 29, 1944, requiring permits to sell or
purchase pistols or revolvers in any county having a density of population of more than 1,000 a square
mile, is repealed. Any records or copies thereof that were created pursuant to this section that are in
the custody of any county shall be destroyed no later than July 31, 2004. Upon destroying the records,
the county shall certify to the circuit court that such destruction has been completed.

Code 1950, § 59-144; 1968, c. 439, § 15.1-525; 1997, c. 587; 2004, cc. 62, 393.
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§ 15.2-1209. Prohibiting outdoor shooting of firearms or arrows from bows or arrowguns in certain
areas.

Any county may prohibit the outdoor shooting of firearms or arrows from bows or arrowguns in any
areas of the county which are in the opinion of the governing body so heavily populated as to make
such conduct dangerous to the inhabitants thereof.

For purposes of this section, "bow" includes all compound bows, crossbows, slingbows, longbows,
and recurve bows having a peak draw weight of 10 pounds or more. The term "bow" does not include
bows that have a peak draw weight of less than 10 pounds or that are designed or intended to be
used principally as toys. The term "arrow" means a shaft-like projectile intended to be shot from a
bow.

Any county that prohibits the outdoor shooting of firearms or arrows from bows or arrowguns shall
provide an exemption for the killing of deer pursuant to § 29.1-529. Such exemption for the shooting of
firearms or arrowguns shall apply on land of at least five acres that is zoned for agricultural use. Such
exemption for the shooting of arrows from bows shall apply on land of at least two acres that is zoned
for agricultural use.

Code 1950, § 15-20.3; 1954, c. 223; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-518; 1968, c. 294; 1992, c. 600; 1993, c. 367;
1995, c. 284; 1997, c. 587; 2000, c. 229; 2004, c. 930; 2005, c. 564; 2017, c. 530; 2018, cc. 557, 558.

§ 15.2-1209.1. Counties may regulate carrying of loaded firearms on public highways.

The governing body of any county is hereby empowered to adopt ordinances making it unlawful for
any person to carry or have in his possession, for the purpose of hunting, while on any part of a public
highway within such county a loaded firearm when such person is not authorized to hunt on the
private property on both sides of the highway along which he is standing or walking; and to provide a
penalty for violation of such ordinance not to exceed a fine of $100. The provisions of this section shall
not apply to persons carrying loaded firearms in moving vehicles or for purposes other than hunting, or
to persons acting at the time in defense of persons or property.

Code 1950, § 18.1-272; 1975, cc. 14, 15, § 18.2-287; 2004, c. 462; 2007, c. 203.

§ 15.2-1210. Prohibiting hunting in certain areas.

Any county may by ordinance prohibit all hunting with firearms or other weapons in, or within one-half
mile of, any subdivision or other area of such county which, in the opinion of the governing body, is so
heavily populated as to make such hunting dangerous to the inhabitants thereof. Any such ordinance
shall clearly describe each area in which hunting is prohibited, and shall further provide that appro-
priate signs shall be erected designating the boundaries of such area.

Code 1950, § 15-20.3:1; 1962, c. 163, § 15.1-518.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1211. Boundaries of magisterial and election districts.

A. County magisterial district boundary lines and names shall be as the governing bodies may estab-
lish. Subject to the provisions of § 24.2-304.1, whenever the boundaries of a county have been
altered, the governing body shall, as may be necessary, redistrict the county into magisterial districts,
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change the boundaries of existing districts, change the nhame of any district, or increase or diminish
the number of districts.

B. Whenever redistricting of magisterial or election districts is required as a result of annexation, the
governing body of such county shall, within a reasonable time from the effective date of such annex-
ation, not to exceed ninety days, commence the redistricting process which shall be completed within
a reasonable time thereafter, not to exceed twelve months.

C. A county may by ordinance provide that the magisterial districts of the county shall remain the
same, but that representation on the governing body shall be by election districts, in which event all
sections of this Code providing for election or appointment on the basis of magisterial districts shall be
construed to provide for election or appointment on the basis of election districts, including appoint-
ment to a school board as prescribed by §§ 22.1-36 and 22.1-44.

1971, Ex. Sess., c. 200, § 15.1-571.1; 1976, c. 398; 1979, c. 288; 1980, c. 559; 1995, c. 249; 1997, c.
587.

§ 15.2-1212. Frederick County; resolution of board of supervisors; referendum; election.

A. Upon resolution passed by the board of supervisors of Frederick County and filed with the circuit
court asking for a referendum on the question of Frederick County being governed by a board of super-
visors, one or more elected from each magisterial district and a chairman elected from the county at
large, the court shall by order entered of record, require the regular election officials at the November
1974 regular election to open a poll and take the sense of the qualified voters of the county on the
question submitted as herein provided. The clerk of the county shall cause a notice of such election to
be published in a newspaper published in or having a general circulation in the county, once a week
for three consecutive weeks, and shall post a copy of such notice at the door of the courthouse of the
county.

B. The regular election officers of the county at the time designated in the order authorizing the vote
shall open the polls at the various voting places in the county and conduct the election in such manner
as is provided by law for other elections, insofar as the same is applicable. The election shall be by
ballot, and the ballots shall be prepared by the electoral board and distributed to the various election
precincts as in other elections. The ballots used shall be printed to read as follows:

"Do you approve the adoption of the county's board of supervisors being elected by magisterial dis-
tricts and the chairman elected from the county at large?

[]Yes
[1No"

The squares to be printed in such ballots shall not be less than one quarter nor more than one-half
inch in size.

Any person voting at such election shall place a () or a cross (X) or (+) mark or a line (-) in the square
before the appropriate word indicating how he desires to vote on the question submitted.
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The ballots shall be counted, returns made and canvassed as in other elections, and the results cer-
tified by the commissioners of election to the circuit court, and the circuit court, or the judge thereof in
vacation, shall enter of record the results of the election. If it appears by the report of the com-
missioners of election that a majority of the qualified voters of the county voting approve the adoption
of the county's board of supervisors being elected from magisterial districts and the chairman being
elected from the county at large, the circuit court of the county, or the judge thereof in vacation, shall
enter of record such fact.

C. At the next succeeding election, following approval of the plan provided for herein, at which the
county's board of supervisors are to be elected, the form of organization of such county's board of
supervisors shall be in accordance with the form provided for herein.

D. All county and district officers of such county, unless otherwise sooner removed, shall continue to
hold office until their successors are elected and have qualified.

E. A referendum as described in this section to revert to the former method of electing the chairman
and supervisors may be conducted upon a resolution of the board of supervisors as provided in this
section. In lieu of such resolution by the board of supervisors, a referendum as described in this sec-
tion may be conducted upon a petition filed with the circuit court of the county, or the judge thereof in
vacation, and signed by 10 percent of the qualified voters of such county requesting such referendum,
and the court or the judge shall proceed as in the case of a resolution by the board of supervisors.

1974, c. 398, § 15.1-527.1; 1979, c. 333; 1980, c. 393; 1997, c. 587; 2019, c. 632.

§ 15.2-1213. Referendum in Loudoun County on election of the county chairman from the county at
large.

A. The board of supervisors of Loudoun County may by resolution petition the circuit court of the
county for a referendum on the question of whether there should be a chairman of the county board of
supervisors elected at large. Alternatively, a like referendum may be requested by a petition to the cir-
cuit court signed by registered voters equal in number to at least 10 percent of the registered voters of
the county as of January 1 of the year in which the petition is filed. Upon the filing of either petition,
which shall be filed not less than 90 days before a November general election, the circuit court shall
order the election officials at the next November general election held in the county to open the polls
and take the sense of the voters on the question set forth in this subsection. The clerk of the court shall
publish notice of the referendum to be published once a week for four consecutive weeks prior to the
referendum in a newspaper having general circulation in the county and shall post a copy of such
notice during the same time at the door of the courthouse of the county. The ballot shall be printed as
follows:

"Shall the chairman of the county board of supervisors, to be known as the county chairman, be elec-
ted by the voters of the county at large?

_Yes

_NO“
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The election shall be held and the results certified as provided in § 24.2-684.

B. If a majority of the qualified voters voting in such referendum vote in favor of the election of a county
chairman of the board of supervisors from the county at large, beginning at the next general election
for the board of supervisors, the county chairman shall be elected for a term of the same length and
commencing at the same time as that of other members of the county board of supervisors. The county
board of supervisors thereafter shall consist of one member elected from each district of such county
and a county chairman elected by voters of the county at large. No person may be a candidate for
county chairman at the same time he is a candidate for membership on the county board from any dis-
trictin the county.

The county chairman shall be the chairman of the county board of supervisors and preside at the meet-
ings thereof. The chairman shall represent the county at official functions and ceremonial events. The
chairman shall have all voting and other rights, privileges, and duties of other members of the board
and such additional rights, privileges, and duties not in conflict with general law or this article as the
board may prescribe. The chairman also shall have the power to set the agenda for board meetings;
however, any such agenda may be modified by an affirmative vote of the board. The duties of the chair-
man during board meetings include but are not limited to (i) enforcement of time limits, as appropriate;
(i) enforcement of the rules relating to debate and the rules relating to order and decorum within the
board; and (iii) response to inquiries from board members relating to parliamentary procedure.

In addition, the chairman shall have the power to (a) call special meetings of the board in accordance
with the procedures and restrictions of § 15.2-1418, mutatis mutandis; (b) appoint county rep-
resentatives to regional boards, authorities, and commissions that are authorized in advance by the
board; however, any such appointment shall be subject to revocation by an affirmative vote of a major-
ity of all members elected to the board acting within the 30-day period following that appointment; and
(c) create and appoint committees of the board and name presiding members of such committees as
authorized by the board. Any such committee or appointment shall be subject to revocation by an
affirmative vote of a majority of all members elected to the board. However, the powers of the chair-
man themselves may only be modified by unanimous vote of all board members. At the first meeting at
the beginning of its term and any time thereafter when necessary, the board of supervisors shall elect
a vice chairman from its membership, who shall perform the duties of the chairman in his absence.

1990, c. 895, § 15.1-527.3; 1997, c. 587; 2008, c. 778.

§ 15.2-1213.1. Referendum in Page County on election of the county chairman from the county at
large.

A. On or before August 15, 2004, the circuit court for Page County shall order a referendum to be held
on the question of whether the qualified voters of the County shall elect a chairman of the board of
supervisors from the county at large to serve as chairman and as an additional member of the board.
The referendum shall be held at the time of the 2004 November general election. The question to be
placed on the ballot shall be as follows:
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"Shall the chairman of the county board of supervisors, to be known as the county chairman, be elec-
ted by the voters of the county at large?

_Yes
_Noll
The election shall be held and the results certified as provided in §§ 24.2-682 and 24.2-684

B. Following certification of the election results by the electoral board, the court shall enter an order
proclaiming the results of such election and a duly certified copy of such order shall be transmitted to
the board of supervisors of the County and the State Board of Elections. If a majority of the voters vot-
ing in the referendum vote in favor of the election of a chairman at large, the first election for a chair-
man shall be held at the November 2005 general election, and the candidate elected shall serve for a
term of four years.

C. The county chairman shall be the chairman of the county board of supervisors and preside at the
meetings thereof. The chairman shall represent the County at official functions and ceremonial events.
The chairman shall have all voting and other rights, privileges, and duties of other members of the
board and additional rights, privileges, and duties not in conflict with general law as the board may pre-
scribe. At the first meeting at the beginning of its term and any time thereafter when necessary, the
board of supervisors shall elect a vice chairman from its membership, who shall perform the duties of
the chairman in his absence.

2004, cc. 18, 890.

§ 15.2-1214. County may provide motor vehicle liability insurance to protect operators of motor
vehicles owned or leased by county, school board, etc.

The governing body of any county may provide motor vehicle liability insurance for the purpose of pro-
tecting all operators of motor vehicles owned or leased by the county, the county school board, or any
sanitary district, authority, or other governmental unit established by the governing body, and may
make such appropriations and expenditures from any available funds for the purpose of paying such
insurance. All previous expenditures for any such purpose by any county are ratified.

1966, c. 140, § 15.1-19.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1215. Authority to cut growth of grass or lawn area in counties.

A. Any county may by ordinance require that the owner of occupied residential real property therein
cut the grass or lawn area of less than one-half acre on such property or any part thereof at such time
or times as the governing body shall prescribe when growth on such grass or lawn area exceeds 12
inches in height; or may whenever the governing body deems it necessary, after reasonable notice,
have such grass or lawn area cut by its agents or employees, in which event, the cost and expenses
thereof shall be chargeable to and paid by the owner of such property and may be collected by the
county as taxes and levies are collected. No such ordinance adopted by the county shall have any
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force and effect within the corporate limits of any town. Violation of such ordinance may be punishable
by a civil penalty not to exceed $100.

B. No such ordinance shall be applicable to land zoned for or in active farming operation.

1988, c. 625, § 15.1-11.01; 1990, c. 155; 1991, cc. 314, 315; 1997, cc. 587, 614; 1998, cc. 640, 756;
2005, c. 309; 2006, c. 700; 2009, c. 252; 2010, c. 396: 2014, c. 385.

§ 15.2-1216. Provision of information to prospective buyers in planned development units.

Any county having an urban county executive or county executive form of government, or any county
adjacent to any two or more such counties, may by ordinance require that the sellers of new homes
provide to home buyers access to copies of the approved subdivision plat, all development plans
approved as part of the zoning for the planned unit development, proffered conditions accepted pur-
suant to subsection A of § 15.2-2286 as part of the zoning approval for the development, and the com-
prehensive plan for the area of the county, all of which documents shall include the property for sale
and shall be current as of the date access to such documents is provided. The ordinance may require
that, prior to execution of an offer to buy:

1. Such documents be located on the site of the property encompassed by the subdivision, plat, or
planned unit development in which the property for sale is located, or at an office in its immediate vicin-
ity; and

2. The seller of the new home notify the prospective home buyers of the location of these documents
and provide a reasonable opportunity for such prospective buyers to inspect these documents.

Any violation of such an ordinance shall be punishable by a civil fine of not more than $100.
1983, c. 409, § 15.1-29.10; 1997, cc. 547, 587.

§ 15.2-1217. Regulation of emission of smoke from fuel-burning equipment.

Any county may regulate the emission of smoke and the methods of firing and stoking furnaces and
boilers and may charge such reasonable fees for the issuance of permits and the performing of inspec-
tions as the governing body may from time to time fix. However, counties shall not apply or enforce
such regulations in incorporated towns which have in force ordinances prescribing equal or greater
standards in regulating the construction, maintenance and repair of buildings and other structures, the
installation, maintenance, operation and repair of plumbing, electrical, heating, elevator, escalator,
boiler, unfired pressure vessel and air conditioning installations in or appurtenant to buildings and
structures, the emission of smoke, the construction, installation and maintenance of fuel-burning equip-
ment, and the methods of firing and stoking furnaces and boilers, and the light, ventilation, sanitation
and use and occupancy of buildings.

1966, c. 290, §§ 15.1-510.1, 15.1-510.4, 15.1-510.6; 1970, cc. 211, 212; 1983, c. 508; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1218. Prevention of trespassing; animals running at large on highways.
Any county may prevent trespassing by persons and animals and prevent animals from running at
large upon the public highways, whether such highways are enclosed by a fence or not.
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Code 1950, § 15-8; 1954, c. 529; 1956, cc. 218, 664; 1956, Ex. Sess., c. 40; 1958, c. 279; 1960, c.
606; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-512; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1219. Prohibiting sale on highways of plants, shrubs or trees.

Any county may prohibit the sale or the offering for sale of any plants, shrubs or trees or any part or
parts thereof upon any public highway or right-of-way of any public highway located within such
county. However, nothing in this section shall apply to any business in which real property is owned,
leased or occupied in any way adjacent to such highway or right-of-way by such business. No penalty
for the violation of any ordinance enacted pursuant to this section shall impose a fine exceeding fifty
dollars.

Code 1950, § 15-8.1; 1958, c. 620; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-513; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1220. Regulation by certain counties of persons and vehicles.

The Counties of Franklin, Pulaski, and York may by ordinance impose reasonable regulations to
provide for the comfort, safety and health of the general public and persons assembled, or traveling to
assemble, for any outdoor occasion.

Such regulations may cover the following: (i) hours of operation, (ii) sanitary facility requirements, (iii)
security personnel requirements, and (iv) maximum noise levels.

1986, c. 98, § 15.1-514.2; 1988, c. 148; 1997, c. 587; 2007, c. 813.

§ 15.2-1221. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2000, c. 939.

§ 15.2-1222. Regulation of certain motion pictures shown at drive-in theaters.

Any county may, by ordinance, regulate the screening of motion pictures, classified by the motion pic-
ture industry as being suitable for display to adult audiences only, in drive-in theaters where such
motion pictures are visible to the traveling public from a highway, street or other public way for the pur-
pose of protecting the health, safety and welfare of the public.

1979, c. 368, § 15.1-515.2; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1223. Regulation of horse riding schools.

Any county may by ordinance provide for the licensing, inspection and regulation of horse riding
schools for the purpose of preventing any violation of § 3.2-6570 or any local ordinance of similar
import.

For the purposes of this section, "horse riding school" means any establishment operated for profit in
connection with which one or more horses are let for hire to be ridden or driven, either with or without
the furnishing of riding or driving instructions.

Code 1950, § 15-20.4; 1956, c. 461; 1960, c. 359; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-519; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1224. Authority to equip and maintain television transmission and relay facilities.
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A. Any county may equip and maintain television transmission and relay facilities in areas which are
so remote from regular transmission points of large television stations that television reception is
impossible without special equipment and in which adequate, economical and proper television is not
available by private sources, if a majority of the voters voting in a referendum held pursuant to sub-
section B vote in favor thereof.

B. If on or before the fifteenth day of July in any year a petition signed by two hundred or more qual-
ified voters of a county is filed with the circuit court of such county asking that a referendum be held on
the question set forth in this subsection, then such court shall, on or before the fifteenth day of August
of such year, issue an order requiring the county election officials to open the polls at the regular elec-
tion to be held in November of each year on the following question:

Shall the governing body be authorized to equip and maintain television transmission and relay facil-
ities?

[]Yes

[1No

The election shall conform in all respects with the requirements of general law.
1970, c. 139, § 15.1-526.1; 1975, ¢. 517; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1225. Authority to establish hospitals.
The governing body of any county may establish and operate hospitals in such county.

1979, c. 719, § 15.1-526.3; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1226. Authority of certain counties over Smith Mountain Lake.

A. The governing bodies of Bedford, Franklin, and Pittsylvania Counties may by ordinance regulate
the land of their respective counties in and around Smith Mountain Lake below the 800-foot contour
concerning the location, size, and length of wharves, piers, boathouses, docks, bulkheads, and similar
structures to provide for safe navigation of the lake. Such ordinance shall not conflict with the pro-
visions of the Uniform Statewide Building Code or with the rights and responsibilities accorded
Appalachian Power Company under its federal license to operate the Smith Mountain Project. The
ordinance may include:

1. Procedures for approval of construction of such by the governing body or its designated agent; and

2. Penalties for violation of the ordinance.

1988, c. 876, § 15.1-12.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1227. Well covers in Caroline County.

Caroline County may by ordinance provide that owners of property keep covers on water wells and
may after reasonable notice cover uncovered water wells by its own agents or employees, in which
event the cost or expense thereof shall be chargeable to and paid by the owners of such property and
may be collected by the county as taxes are collected.
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1950, § 15-14; 1962, cc. 400, 623, § 15.1-11; 1964, c. 31; 1968, c. 423; 1974, c. 655; 1978, c. 533;
1983, cc. 192, 390; 1990, c. 177; 1992, c. 649; 1994, c. 167; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1228. Repair of foundation damage in Chesterfield County.

Chesterfield County may by ordinance provide that the county may use public funds to repair existing
residential dwellings damaged by foundation failures caused by high clay content soil subject to mois-
ture-related shrinking and swelling. Such ordinance may place conditions on the use or expenditure of
such public funds. The expenditure of such public funds by the county under this section during a
fiscal year shall not exceed two percent of the county's locally derived revenues from that fiscal year.

For purposes of this section, "public funds" includes only general tax revenues from real and personal
property and does not include any special fee assessment, or other tax or charge, however denom-
inated.

The county shall keep funds collected for building permit fees and any funds received from any other
fees collected under any special act in separate accounts, and separate from other locally derived rev-
enues, and may not use fees collected for building permits or fees collected under any special act, dir-
ectly orindirectly, for purposes authorized under this section.

1988, c. 862, § 15.1-37.3:9; 1993, c. 791; 1995, c. 393; 1997, c. 587; 2019, c. 632.

§ 15.2-1229. Petty cash funds.

Whenever the governing body of any county determines that more efficient administration would be
promoted thereby, it may by resolution establish one or more petty cash funds not exceeding $5,000
each for the payment of claims arising from commitments made pursuant to law. Any person into
whose hands any such fund is placed may pay such claims therefrom, without necessity of prior
receipt and audit of the claims by the governing body and without approval and issuance of the war-
rant of the governing body or the county treasurer. Such person shall render an account of the same
and make a settlement thereof annually in form and manner prescribed by the Auditor of Public
Accounts. Such person shall give bond with surety in the amount of $10,000; however, additional
bond shall not be required of any person already bonded in the required amount.

Code 1950, § 15-254; 1962, cc. 399, 623, § 15.1-548; 1977, c. 227; 1983, c. 101; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1230. Monthly financial reports of officers and offices.

The governing body of any county may require monthly financial reports from any officer or office of
the county or of any district thereof and may investigate bills and receipts of any county or district
officer, and for these purposes may subpoena witnesses, administer oaths and require the production
of books, papers and other evidence. Any witness who fails or refuses to obey any such lawful order
of the governing body shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

Code 1950, § 15-263; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-556; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1231. Centralized competitive purchasing by chief administrative officer.
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A. The governing body of any county having a chief administrative officer may provide for the cent-
ralized competitive purchasing of all supplies, equipment, materials and commodities for all depart-
ments, officers and employees of the county, and for the county school board and the local board of
social services. For counties not currently engaged in centralized competitive purchasing, the local
governing body and the local school board may create a centralized competitive purchasing system
only by mutual agreement. Such purchasing shall be done by the chief administrative officer under the
supervision of the governing body of the county and shall be accomplished in accordance with
Chapter 43 (§ 2.2-4300 et seq.) of Title 2.2.

B. Such governing bodies may establish and maintain such systems of bookkeeping, accounting and
controls as are necessary to the proper operation of such system of competitive purchasing and to
establish such storage facilities as are necessary therefor.

C. Such governing bodies may require all departments to obtain their supplies, equipment, materials
and commodities from the chief administrative officer, on requisitions prescribed by the governing
body and to charge such departments therefor.

Code 1950, §§ 15-551.12, 15-551.13, 15-551.14; 1950, pp. 444, 445; 1962, c. 623, §§ 15.1-127, 15.1-
128, 15.1-129; 1982, c. 647; 1997, c. 587; 2002, cc. 452, 747.

§ 15.2-1232. Posting of bond not prerequisite to exercise of right by county.

Whenever the law requires the posting of a bond, with or without surety, as a condition precedent to
the exercise of any right, a county, without giving such bond, may exercise such right, provided all
other conditions precedent are complied with, and no action shall be delayed or refused because the
county has not filed or executed the bond that might otherwise be required, and the county shall be
bound to the same extent that it would have been bound had the bond been given.

1980, c. 298, § 15.1-508.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1232.1. Auctions; pawnshops; secondhand dealers; peddling; fraud and deceit in sales;
weights and measures.

A county may regulate the sale of property at auction; may regulate the conduct of and prescribe the
number of pawnshops and dealers in secondhand goods, wares and merchandise; may regulate or
prohibit peddling; may prevent fraud or deceit in the sale of property; may require weighing, meas-
uring, gauging and inspection of goods, wares and merchandise offered for sale; and may provide for
the sealing of weights and measures and the inspection and testing thereof.

2003, c. 448.

§ 15.2-1232.2. Creation of local economic revitalization zones.

A. Any county may establish by ordinance one or more economic revitalization zones for the purpose
of providing incentives to private entities to purchase real property and interests in real property to
assemble parcels suitable for economic development. Each county establishing an economic revital-
ization zone may grant incentives and provide regulatory flexibility. Such zones shall be reasonably
compact, shall not encompass the entire county, and shall constitute one or more tax parcels not
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commonly owned. Properties that are acquired through the use of eminent domain shall not be eli-
gible for the incentives and regulatory flexibility provided by the ordinance.

B. The incentives may include, but not be limited to, (i) reduction of permit fees, (ii) reduction of user
fees, (iii) reduction of any type of gross receipts tax, and (iv) waiver of tax liens to facilitate the sale of

property.
C. Incentives established pursuant to this section may extend for a period of up to 10 years from the

date of initial establishment of the economic revitalization zone; however, the extent and duration of
any incentive shall conform to the requirements of applicable federal and state law.

D. The regulatory flexibility provided in an economic revitalization zone may include (i) special zoning
for the district; (ii) the use of a special permit process; (iii) exemption from certain specified ordinances,
excluding ordinances or provisions of ordinances adopted pursuant to the requirements of the Ches-
apeake Bay Preservation Act (§ 62.1-44.15:67 et seq.), the Erosion and Sediment Control Law (§
62.1-44.15:51 et seq.), and the Virginia Stormwater Management Act (§ 62.1-44.15:24 et seq.); and
(iv) any other incentives adopted by ordinance, which shall be binding upon the county for a period of
up to 10 years.

E. The governing body may establish a service district for the provision of additional public services
pursuant to Chapter 24 (§ 15.2-2400 et seq.).

F. This section shall not authorize any local government powers that are not expressly granted herein.

G. Prior to adopting or amending any ordinance pursuant to this section, a county shall provide for
notice and public hearing in accordance with subsection A of § 15.2-2204.

2017, c. 384.

Article 2 - COUNTY PROCUREMENT BY A COUNTY PURCHASING AGENT

§ 15.2-1233. Article not applicable until agent employed.
The provisions of this article shall not apply to any county until the governing body employs a county
purchasing agent or designates someone to perform such duties, as provided in § 15.2-1543.

Code 1950, § 15-549; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-113; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1234. Definitions.
As used in this article, "supplies" means any articles or things, including equipment, which are used
by or furnished to any department, institution, office, board or other agency of county government.

"Contractual services" means any telephone, telegraph, postal, electric light and power service and
other similar services.

Code 1950, § 15-542; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-106; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1235. Rules and regulations to govern county purchases.
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A. Except as otherwise provided in this article, any supplies or contractual services needed by one or
more departments or agencies of the county government shall be directly purchased or contracted for
by the county purchasing agent, in accordance with rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this sec-
tion.

B. The county purchasing agent, subject to the approval of the governing body of the county, shall pro-
mulgate regulations for the following purposes:

1. Prescribing the manner in which supplies shall be purchased, delivered, stored, and distributed;

2. Prescribing the dates for making requisitions and estimates, the future period which they are to
cover, the form in which they shall be submitted, the manner of their authentication, and their revision
by the county purchasing agent;

3. Providing for the transfer to or between county departments and agencies of supplies which are sur-
plus with one department or agency but which may be needed by another, and for the disposal by
sale, after receipt of competitive bids, of supplies which are obsolete and unusable;

4. Prescribing the amount of deposit or bond to be submitted with a bid on a contract and the amount
of deposit or bond to be given for the faithful performance of a contract;

5. Prescribing the manner in which claims for supplies and contractual services delivered to the depart-
ments and agencies of the county shall be submitted, examined, approved and paid; and

6. Providing for such other matters as may be necessary to give effect to the foregoing rules and the
provisions of this article.

Code 1950, § 15-543; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-107; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1236. Purchases and sales to be based on competition.
A. All purchases of, and contracts for, supplies and contractual services shall be in accordance with
Chapter 43 (§ 2.2-4300 et seq.) of Title 2.2.

B. All sales of any personal property which has become obsolete and unusable shall be based
wherever feasible on competitive bids. If the amount of the sale is estimated by the county purchasing
agent to exceed $5,000, sealed bids shall, unless the governing body provides otherwise, be solicited
by public notice published at least once in a newspaper of countywide circulation at least five cal-
endar days before the final date of submitting bids.

Code 1950, § 15-544; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-108; 1977, c. 217; 1980, c. 16; 1982, c. 647; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1237. Legal review of contracts; filing.
All contracts shall be approved as to form by the county attorney or other qualified attorney and a copy
of each long-term contract shall be filed with the treasurer or other chief financial officer of the county.

Code 1950, § 15-545; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-109; 1977, c. 584; 1982, c. 647; 1997, c. 587.
§ 15.2-1238. Certification of sufficient funds.
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Except in emergency, no order for delivery on a contract or open market order for supplies or con-
tractual services for any county department or agency shall be awarded until the chief financial officer
has certified that the unencumbered balance in the appropriation concerned, in excess of all unpaid
obligations, is sufficient to defray the cost of such order.

Code 1950, § 15-546; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-110; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1239. Orders and contracts in violation of article.

If any department or agency of the county government purchases or contracts for any supplies or con-
tractual services contrary to the provisions of this article or the rules and regulations made thereunder,
such order or contract shall be void and the head of such department or agency shall be personally
liable for the costs of such order or contract.

Code 1950, § 15-546; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-110; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1240. Violation of § 15.2-1238 or § 15.2-1239 a misdemeanor.
Any violation of § 15.2-1238 or § 15.2-1239 shall be a misdemeanor and shall be punishable as
provided by § 18.2-12.

Code 1950, § 15-548; 1960, c. 360; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-112; 1997, c. 587.
Article 3 - PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS

§ 15.2-1241. Signing records when chairman has died, moved, etc., before signing them.

When the chairman of any county governing body who should have signed the records of the pro-
ceedings of any meeting of the governing body has died, moved from the county, completed his term
of office or for any other reason become incapacitated to perform the duties of his office, without hav-
ing signed such records, the governing body shall have such records read at a regular meeting and if
no error appears shall direct its then chairman to sign such record. The governing body shall
thereupon enter on its records the fact of such reading and signing. Such records, when so signed,
shall be as valid as if they had been signed by the chairman who presided at the time when such
order or orders were made.

Code 1950, § 15-235; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-530; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1242. Minutes of meetings and proceedings.

The governing body of every county shall cause to be recorded, in well bound books or by a micro-
photographic process which complies with standards adopted pursuant to regulations issued under §
42.1-82 for microfilm, microfiche, or such other similar microphotographic process, complete minutes
of all their respective meetings and proceedings. All bids submitted on any building, materials, sup-
plies, work, or project to be let to contract by any governing body may be incorporated by reference in
such minutes, and the record of such bids shall be retained in a separate file. Such minutes and
records of bids shall be kept open to public inspection at all reasonable times for a period of three
years after they have been recorded. The minutes of regularly occurring workshop meetings at which
no official action is taken may be recorded by tape or sound recording, which shall be retained and
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available for public inspection in accordance with the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700
et seq.) and the Virginia Public Records Act (§ 42.1-76 et seq.).

Code 1950, § 15-248; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-543; 1979, c. 209; 1980, c. 220; 1997, c. 587; 1999, c. 126.
Article 4 - PAYMENT OF CLAIMS

§ 15.2-1243. Governing body to receive, audit and approve claims; warrants.

A. The governing body of every county shall receive and audit all claims against the county, except
those required to be received and audited by the county school board, and shall, by resolution or recor-
ded vote, approve and order warrants issued in settlement of those claims that are found to be valid;
provided that a county administrator, county executive or county manager may sign and issue orders
or warrants under such conditions as the governing body may prescribe. Every warrant issued pur-
suant to the provisions of this section shall bear the date on which the governing body orders it to be
issued and shall be made payable on demand, signed by the clerk of the governing body or his
deputy, countersigned by the chairman or acting chairman of the governing body, and recorded in the
form and manner prescribed by the Auditor of Public Accounts. Such warrant may be converted to a
negotiable check by the treasurer, or appropriately designated deputy treasurer, by affixing his sig-
nature thereto in conformity with the provisions of § 58.1-3162 and by designating thereon the bank by
which itis to be paid.

B. Notwithstanding the requirements of subsection A, the governing body of any county may provide,
by resolution, for the drawing of special warrants on the county treasurer, payable out of county funds,
in payment of compensation, when such compensation has been earned or is due for (i) all employ-
ees and officers under written contract, and all officers elected or appointed for a term of office and
their deputies and employees, (ii) upon receipt of certified time sheets or other evidence of services
performed, the payment of all other employees whose rates of pay have been established by such gov-
erning body or its properly designated agent, or (iii) for payment on contracts for construction projects
according to the terms of such contracts. All such special warrants so authorized shall be signed by
the clerk of such governing body and countersigned by the chairman of such governing body. Any spe-
cial warrant may be converted into a negotiable check in the manner provided in subsection A. All
such payrolls and contracts so paid shall be reviewed and approved by the governing body at its next
regular meeting.

C. The governing body of any county may, in its discretion, destroy the papers constituting any or all
claims allowed and paid, upon the expiration of five years after audit in accordance with retention reg-
ulations established pursuant to the Virginia Public Records Act (§ 42.1-76 et seq.).

Code 1950, § 15-253; 1952, cc. 16, 304; 1954, c. 183; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-547; 1968, c. 269; 1979, c.
206; 1982, c. 493; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1244. Limitations on issuance of warrants.
No county governing body shall order any warrant issued for any purpose other than the payment of a
claim received, audited and approved as required by § 15.2-1243. No clerk, deputy clerk, chairman or
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acting chairman of any county governing body shall sign or countersign any warrant not ordered
issued by the governing body pursuant to § 15.2-1243. No county governing body shall expend in any
year for any purpose an amount greater than the amount available for such purpose during the year or
order issued against any fund at any time any warrant in excess of the amount available in such fund
and in the treasurer's possession at the time such warrant is issued, taking into account all previously
issued and outstanding warrants payable from such fund. No interest shall be paid on any county war-
rant. Any clerk, deputy clerk or member of any county governing body who violates any of the pro-
visions of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and in addition shall be guilty of malfeasance
in office.

Code 1950, § 15-256; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-549; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1245. Procedure for allowance of claims.

A. No account shall be allowed by the governing body of the county unless made out in separate
items with the nature of each item specifically stated. When no specific fees are allowed by law, the
time actually and necessarily devoted to the performance of any service charged in such account shall
be verified by affidavit, which shall be filed with the account. The attorney for the Commonwealth, or
the county attorney if there is one, shall represent the county before the board and advise the board of
any claim which in his opinion is illegal or not before the board in proper form or upon proper proof, or
which for any other reason ought not to be allowed. No such claim shall be denied unless the attorney
representing the county has, by certified mail, served written notice on the claimant or his agent of the
date that the governing body will consider the claim.

B. If any claim has been allowed by the governing body against the county which in the opinion of
such attorney is improper as to form or proof or illegal, the attorney shall seek the advice of the Attor-
ney General as to legality or the State Auditor of Public Accounts as to matters of accounting. If any
claim has been allowed by the governing body against the county which, in the opinion of any six own-
ers of land within the county is improper as to form or proof or illegal, such landowners may appeal the
decision of the governing body to the circuit court for the county. If either the Attorney General or the
State Auditor of Public Accounts is of the opinion the claim is illegal or in improper form, the attorney
for the Commonwealth shall appeal from the decision of the governing body to the circuit court for the
county. In the event of any such appeal, the moving party shall serve a written notice of the appeal on
the clerk of the governing body and the party in whose favor the claim is allowed within 30 days after
the making of such decision. If the court finds and states in its order that the claim was improperly
allowed but that the consideration received or to be received by the county for payments made or to be
made was or will be for value, it shall dismiss the appeal. If the court finds otherwise, it shall remand
the claim to the governing body for appropriate action.

C. Whenever any claim allowed by a county governing body is declared illegal by a court of com-
petent jurisdiction, the attorney for the Commonwealth, or the county attorney if there is one, in the
name of the county, shall institute proper proceedings in the circuit court of his county within two years
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from the entry of the order declaring the claim illegal, if such amount has already been paid. Such attor-
ney shall be available to the governing body and give his legal opinion when requested.

D. Nothing in this section shall prevent any county governing body from disallowing any account, in
whole orin part, when rendered and verified consistent with subsection A, or requiring any other evid-
ence of the truth and propriety of any account as it thinks proper.

Code 1950, §§ 15-257, 15-258; 1962, c. 623, §§ 15.1-550, 15.1-551; 1968, c. 450; 1980, c. 58; 1982,
c. 173; 1984, c.617; 1997, c. 587; 2010, c. 668.

§ 15.2-1246. Appeal from disallowance of claim.

When a claim of any person against a county is disallowed in whole or in part by the governing body,
if such person is present, he may appeal from the decision of the governing body within 30 days from
the date of the decision. If the claimant is not present, the clerk of the governing body shall serve a writ-
ten notice of the disallowance on him or his agent, and he may appeal from the decision within 30
days after service of such notice. In no case shall the appeal be taken after the lapse of six months
from the date of the decision. The appeal shall be filed with the circuit court for the county. No appeal
shall be allowed unless the amount disallowed exceeds $10. The disallowance may be appealed by
serving written notice on the clerk of the governing body and executing a cash or surety bond or irre-
vocable letter of credit to the county in the amount of $250, with condition for the faithful prosecution of
such appeal, and the payment of all costs imposed on the appellant by the court.

Code 1950, § 15-259; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-552; 1983, c. 114; 1997, c. 587; 2000, c. 300; 2010, c. 668.

§ 15.2-1247. When disallowance of claim final; exception; when no execution to be issued.

The determination of the governing body of any county disallowing a claim, in whole or in part, shall
be a bar to any action in any court founded on such claim, unless (i) the decision of the governing
body disallowing the claim is appealed; (ii) the governing body consents to the institution of an action
by the claimant against the county; or (iii) the governing body fails to act upon any claim within 90
days of the date the claim is received by the governing body or its clerk, provided that such time may
be extended by mutual agreement of the claimant and the county. No execution shall be issued upon
any judgment recovered against a county, board of supervisors, or against any officer of the county,
when the judgment should be paid by the county. Any judgment against the county shall be provided
for by the governing body in the next county levy and paid by the treasurer as other county charges.

Code 1950, § 15-260; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-553; 1997, c. 587; 2010, c. 668.

§ 15.2-1248. No action against county until claim presented to governing body.

No action shall be maintained by any person against a county upon any claim or demand until such
person has presented his claim to the governing body of the county, unless the governing body has
entered into a binding arbitration agreement or there is a provision in a written contract with the county
to submit to arbitration any controversy thereafter arising. When there exists such a provision in a con-
tract or there is a written agreement to arbitrate, the provisions of the Uniform Arbitration Act, Article 2
(§ 8.01-581.01 et seq.) of Chapter 21 of Title 8.01, shall apply.
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Code 1950, § 15-261; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-554; 1987, c. 483; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1249. Amounts allowed endorsed on claim; copies of record and accounts to be furnished.
The clerk shall endorse upon every account on which any sum shall be audited and allowed by the
governing body the amount so audited and allowed and the charges for which the same was allowed;
every such endorsement, if found to be in order, shall be subscribed by the chairman or acting chair-
man of the governing body; and the clerk shall deliver to any person who may demand it a certified
copy of any record in his office, or of any account therein, on receiving from such person the fees
allowed to the clerk of the circuit court for similar services.

Code 1950, § 15-262; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-555; 1997, c. 587.
Chapter 13 - Joint Actions by Localities
Article 1 - JOINT EXERCISE OF POWERS

§ 15.2-1300. Joint exercise of powers by political subdivisions.

A. Any power, privilege or authority exercised or capable of exercise by any political subdivision of
this Commonwealth may be exercised and enjoyed jointly with any other political subdivision of this
Commonwealth having a similar power, privilege or authority except where an express statutory pro-
cedure is otherwise provided for the joint exercise.

B. Any two or more political subdivisions may enter into agreements with one another for joint action
pursuant to the provisions of this section. The participating political subdivisions shall approve such
agreement before the agreement may enter into force. Localities shall approve such agreements by
ordinance. Other political subdivisions shall approve such agreements by resolution.

C. The agreement shall specify the following:
1. Its duration.
2. Its purpose or purposes.

3. The manner of financing the joint undertaking and of establishing and maintaining a budget there-
for.

4. The permissible method or methods to be employed in accomplishing the partial or complete ter-
mination of the agreement and for disposing of property upon such partial or complete termination.

5. All other necessary and proper matters.

D. The agreement, in addition to the items enumerated in subsection C hereof, may contain the fol-
lowing:

1. Provision for an administrator or a joint board responsible for administering the undertaking. The
precise organization, composition, term, powers and duties of any administrator or joint board shall be
specified.



2. The manner of acquiring, holding (including how title to such property shall be held) and disposing
of real and personal property used in the undertaking.

3. How issues of liability will be dealt with and the types, amounts and coverages of insurance.

E. No agreement made pursuant to this section shall relieve any political subdivision of any obligation
or responsibility imposed upon it by law except that to the extent of actual and timely performance
thereof by an administrator or joint board created by an agreement made hereunder, such per-
formance may be offered in satisfaction of the obligation or responsibility.

F. Any political subdivision entering into an agreement pursuant to this section may appropriate funds
and may sell, lease, give, or otherwise supply the administrator or joint board created to operate the
undertaking with such property, personnel or services therefor as may be within its legal power to fur-
nish.

G. Any power, privilege or authority exercised or capable of exercise by any political subdivision of
this Commonwealth may be exercised and enjoyed jointly with any political subdivision of any other
state or the District of Columbia subject to the provisions of subsections A, B, C, D, E and F above,
which shall apply mutatis mutandis.

Code 1950, § 15-13.2; 1958, c. 191; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-21; 1976, c. 583; 1991, c. 28; 1992, c. 370;
1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1300.1. Joint aid agreements by localities.

A locality may, by ordinance or resolution, authorize its chief administrative officer to arrange for pro-
vision of aid to other localities or receipt of aid from other localities in situations where a locality does
not declare a local emergency, including approval by the chief administrator of agreements with other
localities, subject to availability of resources. In situations where localities declare a local emergency,
the provision or receipt of aid may occur pursuant to § 44-146.20. The ordinance or resolution may
include terms and conditions deemed necessary by the governing body for participation in such aid
and shall set forth the scope of the chief administrator's authority, including the type of aid that may be
provided or received, or may generally authorize participation in provision or receipt of any type of aid
including personnel, equipment, or other resources for public purposes. Prior to providing or receiving
aid, the chief administrator shall conduct an assessment of available resources and shall consider
establishing terms for the supervision of personnel, the term of deployment, payment or reim-
bursement of costs, and verification of insurance coverage.

The ordinance or resolution may allow for the participation of volunteers and, with approval of the con-
stitutional officer, constitutional officers and their staffs. Deployed personnel acting pursuant to the
ordinance or resolution of the governing body shall have the same authority and immunity in other loc-
alities as in the locality where they are employed or volunteer.

2011, c. 267.

§ 15.2-1301. Voluntary economic growth-sharing agreements.
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A. Any county, city or town, or combination thereof, may enter voluntarily into an agreement with any
other county, city or town, or combination thereof, whereby the locality may agree for any purpose oth-
erwise permitted, including the provision on a multi-jurisdictional basis of one or more public services
or facilities or any type of economic development project, to enter into binding fiscal arrangements for
fixed time periods, to exceed one year, to share in the benefits of the economic growth of their loc-
alities. However, if any such agreement contains any provision addressing any issue provided for in
Chapter 32 (§ 15.2-3200 et seq.), 33 (§ 15.2-3300 et seq.), 36 (§ 15.2-3600 et seq.), 38 (§ 15.2-3800 et
seq.), 39 (§ 15.2-3900 et seq.), or41 (§ 15.2-4100 et seq.), the agreement shall be subject to the
review and implementation process established by Chapter 34 (§ 15.2-3400 et seq.). All such agree-
ments, including those that address any issue provided for in Chapter 32, 33, 36, 38, 39, or 41, shall
require, at least annually, a report from each locality that is a recipient of funds pursuant to the agree-
ment to each of the other governing bodies of the participating localities that includes (i) the amount of
money transferred among the localities pursuant to the agreement and (ii) the uses of such funds by
the localities. The parties to any such agreement that has been in effect for at least 10 years as of July
1, 2018, and pursuant to which annual payments exceed $5 million, shall (a) comply with the reporting
requirements of this subsection, notwithstanding whether such requirements are contained in the exist-
ing agreement and (b) convene an annual meeting to discuss anticipated future plans for economic
growth in the localities.

B. The terms and conditions of the revenue, tax base or economic growth-sharing agreement as
provided in subsection A shall be determined by the affected localities and shall be approved by the
governing body of each locality participating in the agreement, provided the governing body of each
such locality first holds a public hearing which shall be advertised once a week for two successive
weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the locality. However, the public hearing shall not take
place until the Commission on Local Government has issued its findings in accordance with sub-
section D. For purposes of this section, "revenue, tax base, and economic growth-sharing agree-
ments" means any agreement authorized by subsection A which obligates any locality to pay another
locality all or any portion of designated taxes or other revenues received by that political subdivision,
but shall not include any interlocal service agreement.

C. Any revenue, tax base or economic growth-sharing agreement entered into under the provisions of
this section that creates a debt pursuant to Article VII, Section 10 (b) of the Constitution of Virginia,
shall require the board of supervisors to hold a special election on the question as provided in § 15.2-
3401.

D. Revenue, tax base, and economic growth-sharing agreements drafted under the provisions of this
chapter shall be submitted to the Commission on Local Government for review as provided in sub-
division 4 of § 15.2-2903. However, no such review shall be required for two or more localities enter-
ing into an economic growth-sharing agreement pursuant to this section in order to facilitate the
reception of grants for qualified companies in such locality pursuant to the Port of Virginia Economic
and Infrastructure Development Grant Fund and Program established pursuant to § 62.1-132.3:2.



1996, cc. 713,725,743, § 15.1-21.2; 1997, c. 587; 2013, cc. 578, 612; 2014, c. 470; 2018, c. 728.

§ 15.2-1302. Certain Commonwealth distributions to localities.

Any state funds that were distributed to a locality, including a local school board, in support of a gov-
ernmental program or function prior to a consolidation of such program or function or the governmental
consolidation of the entities providing such programs or functions, shall continue to be distributed to
the entity or entities carrying out the program or function after consolidation in accordance with the fol-
lowing schedule:

1. If the consolidation results in the governmental consolidation of the entities into a single locality, the
state funds shall not be reduced below the amounts that would have been received by each entity
from the Commonwealth for the governmental program or function computed on the premise that no
consolidation occurred for a period of twenty fiscal years following the consolidation.

2. If the consolidation results in the consolidation of constitutional officers of the entities and the con-
solidation of school divisions and local school boards of the entities, the state funds shall not be
reduced below the amounts that would have been received by each entity from the Commonwealth for
the governmental program or function computed on the premise that no consolidation occurred for a
period of fifteen fiscal years following the consolidation.

3. In all other consolidations, the state funds shall not be reduced below the amounts that would have
been received by each entity from the Commonwealth for the governmental program or function com-
puted on the premise that no consolidation occurred for a period of five fiscal years following the con-
solidation.

This section shall not prohibit the Commonwealth from terminating or modifying any program or func-
tion under which distribution to a locality, including a local school board, has been made, and if so ter-
minated or modified all obligations hereunder shall cease or be reduced in proportion with such
modifications, as the case may be.

If any such consolidations terminate prior to the end of the applicable period set forth above, the Com-
monwealth's obligation under this section shall cease.

For the purposes of this section, "consolidation" includes the transition of a city to town status.

The provisions of this section shall also apply to consolidations of a governmental program or function
and governmental consolidations of entities, providing such consolidations take place after January 1,
1995.

1991, c. 189, § 15.1-21.1; 1994, c. 437; 1995, c. 728; 1997, c. 587; 2000, c. 708; 2001, c. 14.
Article 2 - LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATIONS

§ 15.2-1303. Associations to promote welfare of political subdivisions.
The governing bodies of two or more of the political subdivisions of the Commonwealth may, in their
discretion, and in addition to powers prescribed in § 15.2-940, form and maintain associations for the
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purpose of promoting, through investigation, discussion and cooperative effort, the interest and wel-
fare of the several political subdivisions of the Commonwealth, and to promote a closer relation
between the several political subdivisions of the Commonwealth. Any such association so formed
shall be an instrumentality of the political subdivisions which are members thereof.

The provisions of this section shall be applicable to any such associations created prior to and in exist-
ence on June 29, 1956.

Code 1950, § 15-13.1; 1956, c. 246; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-20; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1304. Appropriating funds or supplying goods and services to certain regional organizations.
A. The governing body of any locality which is a member, or hereafter becomes a member, of any
organization or association including an organization or association having members outside of the
Commonwealth which has as its principal objective one or more of the purposes set forth in sub-
section B hereof, is authorized to appropriate funds to such organization or to provide goods and ser-
vices to such organization, all for the purpose of advancing the welfare and economic interests of such
locality and the citizens thereof.

B. Funds may be appropriated or goods and services may be provided, only to an organization which
has as its objective one or more of the following purposes: identification of problems hindering the
growth, development and economic functioning of the region in which such locality is located; devel-
opment of comprehensive plans for the growth and development of the region as a whole and the pro-
motion of interjurisdictional cooperation; development of appropriate policies and cooperative
mechanisms among the participating localities for improving the administration of public services;
development of concerted action among participating localities for the benefit thereof and for the bene-
fit of the region as a whole; defense and strengthening of local government; and taking of such other
action in connection with the foregoing as will advance the best interests of the entire region and of
the participating localities; however, all funds for the development of plans or planning in Virginia shall
be expended through commissions created under Article 2 (§ 15.2-2210 et seq.) of Chapter 22 of Title
15.2, and other related or existing agencies authorized by the Commonwealth, to the extent that such
commissions or other agencies are authorized by law to develop such plans or planning. Provided fur-
ther, that no locality shall appropriate funds, unless specifically authorized by the General Assembly,
to any organization or association having members outside of the Commonwealth (i) when such asso-
ciation or organization possesses the power of taxation or the right of condemnation and (ii) unless the
locality has the right to withdraw from such association or organization at any time.

1964, c. 30, § 15.1-20.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1305. Review of appropriations to certain agencies; providing goods and services to such
agencies in lieu of funds.

The governing body of any locality may from time to time require of any board, commission or author-
ity, hereinafter referred to as recipient agency, to which it has power to appropriate public funds and
has appropriated such funds in the past or has received a request for appropriations, such information
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books and records of the recipient agency as the governing body deems necessary in order that it may
be assured that an appropriation or proposed appropriation will not result in the dissipation of public
funds and in order that it may determine the use of past and the proposed use of future appropriations,
the method of management, control and organization of the recipient agency and its present and pro-
posed programs. If the governing body determines that a particular administrative function or activity of
the recipient organization duplicates the services provided by the governing body and that public
funds may be conserved by combining, consolidating or coordinating the activities of the recipient
agency with those of the locality, it may, in lieu of an appropriation of funds for that function or activity,
provide the recipient agency with the necessary goods and services. The governing body may assign
officers and employees to coordinate the functions and activities of the governing body and those of
the various recipient agencies.

1968, c. 554, § 15.1-20.2; 1997, c. 587.

Article 3 - REGIONAL COMPETITIVENESS ACT

§ 15.2-1306. Policy of General Assembly.

It shall be the policy of the General Assembly to encourage Virginia's counties, cities and towns to
exercise the options provided by law to work together for their mutual benefit and the benefit of the
Commonwealth.

1996, cc. 1045, 1055, § 15.1-1227.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1307. Definitions.
As used in this article, unless a different meaning clearly appears from the context:

"Joint activity" means a governmental function which is carried out by, performed on behalf of, or con-
tracted for two or more localities within a region and includes present and future activities.

"Locality" means all counties, cities and towns within a regional partnership.

"Region" means a planning district; however, by agreement of the localities of the planning district, loc-
alities which are not part of a planning district may be added to the region if the locality's governing
body by vote agrees to become part of the region. In addition, localities may establish, with the
approval of the Department of Housing and Community Development, a different regional con-
figuration, provided that at least one of the localities is a city, if a city exists within the planning district,
unless the city voluntarily agrees not to participate.

"Regional partnership" means an organization composed of government, business, education and
civic leaders approved by the local governing bodies of the region to carry out the provisions of this
chapter. The organization may be an existing or newly established regional planning or economic

development organization serving the region.

1996, cc. 1045, 1055, § 15.1-1227.2; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1308. Incentives for certain joint activities by local governments.
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A. The General Assembly may establish a fund to be used to encourage regional strategic planning
and cooperation. Specifically, the incentive fund shall be used to encourage and reward regional stra-
tegic economic development planning and joint activities as described in § 15.2-1309.

B. The fund shall be administered by the Department of Housing and Community Development and
distributed to the qualifying localities in installments under the terms and conditions of applicable stat-
utes and by procedures adopted by the Department.

C. All departments, agencies, institutions, and local governments of the Commonwealth shall make
available such information and assistance as the Department may request in the performance of its
responsibilities set forth in this section.

1996, cc. 1045, 1055, § 15.1-1227.3; 1997, c. 587; 2003, cc. 55, 77.

§ 15.2-1309. Eligibility criteria for incentive payments.
The Department of Housing and Community Development, in setting the criteria for eligibility for incent-
ive payments under § 15.2-1308, shall require that:

1. A regional partnership shall exist and effectively function in the applicant region, and membership
shall include as broad a representation as is practical of local government, elementary and secondary
education, higher education, the business community, and civic groups. The partnership should
include as many of the following as is practical: the mayor or chair and the chief administrative officer
of each member locality, president of each institution of higher education, corporate leaders of the
region, and leaders of local civic associations. The Department shall issue guidelines on the structure
and organization of the regional partnership.

2. Each regional partnership shall develop a regional strategic economic development plan which
identifies critical issues of economic competitiveness for the region. The plan shall contain, ata min-
imum, a comparison of the following criteria for the region, and the primary competitor regions in the
southeast United States:

a. Median family income;
b. Job creation; and
c. Differences in median family income levels among the localities in the region.

3. Each regional partnership shall issue an annual report, including, at a minimum, the region's pro-
gress towards improvement according to the criteria identified in subdivision 2 and its progress in
addressing the critical issues of economic competitiveness identified in the regional strategic eco-
nomic development plan.

4. Each regional partnership shall identify the existing and proposed joint activities within the region,
and the joint activities shall have a combined point total of at least twenty points, based on the values
established in § 15.2-1310, in order for the region to qualify for any incentive payments.
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5. Subject to the provisions of § 15.2-1308, once a region becomes eligible for the annual incentive
payments, it shall receive such payments for at least five years, so long as regional partnerships con-
tinue to exist and effectively function. The region may reapply before or at the end of the five-year
period for requalification to continue to receive annual incentive payments.

6. Joint activities existing prior to the enactment of this section or prior to requalification may be con-
sidered by the Department of Housing and Community Development for an award up to the full value
established in § 15.2-1310. Existing joint activities which are expanded in scope or number of loc-
alities may be considered a new joint activity but shall not receive the full value of points as estab-
lished in § 15.2-1310. Points for existing activities (those initiated prior to July 1 of the year in which
the initial qualification or the requalification is sought) may not constitute more than fifty percent of the
total points assigned.

7. The year for incentive payments shall be the Commonwealth's fiscal year following the calendar
year in which the region qualifies, with payments made annually by the Comptroller upon certification
by the Department of Housing and Community Development. Eligible regions shall receive incentive
funds in an amount equal to the percentage of the funds appropriated for incentive payments for such
fiscal year that represents the region's percentage of the total population of all eligible regions. Within
eligible regions, the incentive funds shall be distributed to the localities on the basis of a formula mutu-
ally agreed to by all of the localities of the region.

1996, cc. 1045, 1055, § 15.1-1227.4; 1997, c. 587; 2000, c. 749.

§ 15.2-1310. Assignment of weights for functional activities.
In determining the eligibility of the region, the Department of Housing and Community Development
may assign weights for each joint activity up to the number in parentheses below:

1. Job Creation or Economic Development(10)

. Regional Revenue Sharing or Growth Sharing Agreements(10)
. Education(10)

. Human Services(8)

. Local Land Use(8)

. Housing(8)

. Transportation(5)

. Law Enforcement(5)
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. Solid Waste(4)
10. Water and Sewer Services(4)
11. Corrections(3)

12. Fire Services and Emergency Medical Services(3)
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13. Libraries(2)
14. Parks and Recreation(2)

The assignment of values by the Department to any joint activity may be based upon the significance
of the joint activity as measured by the fiscal resources committed to it, the number of regional loc-
alities participating, the significance of the activity as measured by the regional effort involved in devel-
oping joint activities, the complexity of the activity, the general impact on relations between the
affected jurisdictions, or other factors deemed to be appropriate by the Department. A region may peti-
tion the Department to adjust the weights of the above criteria to reflect the relative importance of that
criteria on the economic competitiveness of the region. Upon receipt of such petition, the Department
may adjust the weight of any criteria; however, the weight of any one criteria shall not exceed ten. In
addition to the weights listed in § 15.2-1310, the Department of Housing and Community Devel-
opment may add up to a total of five points for regions that have taken successful actions to make gov-
ernmental services or functions more efficient or successful actions in reducing the local property tax
burden throughout the region.

1996, cc. 1045, 1055, § 15.1-1227.5; 1997, c. 587.
Chapter 14 - GOVERNING BODIES OF LOCALITIES

Article 1 - General Provisions

§ 15.2-1400. (Effective until January 1, 2022) Governing bodies.

A. The qualified voters of every locality shall elect a governing body for such locality. The date, place,
number, term, and other details of the election shall be as specified by law, general or special. Qual-
ification for office is provided in Article 4 (§ 15.2-1522 et seq.) of Chapter 15.

B. The governing body of every locality shall be composed of not fewer than three nor more than 11
members.

C. Chairmen, mayors, supervisors, and councilmen are subject to the prohibitions set forth in §§ 15.2-
1534 and 15.2-1535.

D. A governing body may punish or fine a member of the governing body for disorderly behavior.

E. Notwithstanding the provisions of §§ 24.2-222 and 24.2-222.1, any city or town charter, or any other
provision of law, general or special, beginning with any election held after January 1, 2022, elections
for mayor, members of a local governing body, or members of an elected school board shall be held at
the time of the November general election for terms to commence January 1.

1971, Ex. Sess., c. 199, § 15.1-37.4; 1982, c. 297; 1983, c. 595; 1995, c. 249; 1997, c. 587; 2021, Sp.
Sess. |, c. 103.

§ 15.2-1400. (Effective January 1, 2022) Governing bodies.
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A. The qualified voters of every locality shall elect a governing body for such locality. The date, place,
number, term, and other details of the election shall be as specified by law, general or special. Qual-
ification for office is provided in Article 4 (§ 15.2-1522 et seq.) of Chapter 15.

B. The governing body of every locality shall be composed of not fewer than three nor more than 11
members.

C. Chairmen, mayors, supervisors, and councilmen are subject to the prohibitions set forth in §§ 15.2-
1534 and 15.2-1535.

D. A governing body may punish or fine a member of the governing body for disorderly behavior.

E. Notwithstanding the provisions of §§ 24.2-222 and 24.2-222.1, any city or town charter, or any other
provision of law, general or special, beginning with any election held after January 1, 2022, elections
for mayor, members of a local governing body, or members of an elected school board shall be held at
the time of the November general election for terms to commence January 1.

F. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, general or special, in a locality that imposes district-
based or ward-based residency requirements for members of the governing body, the member elected
from each district or ward shall be elected by the qualified voters of that district or ward and not by the
locality at large.

1971, Ex. Sess., c. 199, § 15.1-37.4; 1982, c. 297; 1983, c. 595; 1995, c. 249; 1997, c. 587; 2021, Sp.
Sess. |, cc. 103, 225.

§ 15.2-1401. Powers granted localities vested in their governing bodies.
Unless otherwise clearly indicated by the context in which the provisions relating thereto are set forth,
all powers granted to localities shall be vested in their respective governing bodies.

1962, c. 623, § 15.1-7; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1402. Declared to be body politic of Commonwealth; seal.
Every locality of this Commonwealth is hereby declared to be a body politic of the Commonwealth and
may have a seal and alter the same at its pleasure.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1403. Governing body to be continuing body.

Every governing body of a locality shall be a continuing body, and no measure pending before such
body shall abate or be discontinued by reason of expiration of the term of office or removal of any or all
members of the governing body.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1404. How localities may sue or be sued; arbitration.
Every locality may sue or be sued in its own name in relation to all matters connected with its duties.
The process instituting suit against a locality shall be served as provided in § 8.01-300.
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The governing body of any locality may enter into a written agreement to submit any existing con-
troversy to arbitration and may execute a contract which contains a provision to submit to arbitration
any controversy thereafter arising.

Code 1950, § 15-3; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-508; 1968, c. 422; 1985, c. 416; 1987, c. 483; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1405. Immunity of members of local governmental entities; exception.

The members of the governing bodies of any locality or political subdivision and the members of
boards, commissions, agencies and authorities thereof and other governing bodies of any local gov-
ernmental entity, whether compensated or not, shall be immune from suit arising from the exercise or
failure to exercise their discretionary or governmental authority as members of the governing body,
board, commission, agency or authority which does not involve the unauthorized appropriation or mis-
appropriation of funds. However, the immunity granted by this section shall not apply to conduct con-
stituting intentional or willful misconduct or gross negligence.

1987, cc. 261, 290, § 15.1-7.01; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1406. Compensation of governing bodies.
The compensation of governing bodies and their chairmen, vice-chairmen, mayors and vice-mayors
shall be determined as provided in Article 1.1 (§ 15.2-1414.1 et seq.) of Chapter 14 of Title 15.2.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1407. Administrative leave for certain members of governing bodies.
Any duly elected member of a governing body who is an employee of that locality may receive admin-
istrative leave each year in addition to his annual and sick leave.

Code 1950, § 15-5; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-13; 1987, c. 432; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1408. Restrictions on activities of former officers and employees by certain counties and cit-
ies.

A. The term "officer or employee," as used in this section, includes members of local governing bod-
ies, county or city officers and employees, and individuals who receive monetary compensation for ser-
vice on or employment by agencies, boards, authorities, sanitary districts, commissions, committees,
and task forces appointed by the local governing body.

B. In the Counties of Bedford, Fauquier, James City, Pittsylvania, and Stafford and the Cities of Char-
lottesville and Virginia Beach, the governing body, by ordinance, may prohibit former officers and
employees, for one year after their terms of office have ended or employment ceased, from providing
personal and substantial assistance for remuneration of any kind to any party, in connection with any
proceeding, application, case, contract, or other particular matter involving the county or city or an
agency thereof, if that matter is one in which the former officer or employee participated personally and
substantially as a county or city officer or employee through decision, approval, or recommendation.

C. In the City of Richmond, the governing body, by ordinance, may prohibit former officers and employ-
ees, for one year after their terms of office have ended or employment has ceased, from representing a
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client or acting in a representative capacity on behalf of any person or group, for compensation, on
matters related to ordinances, contracts, proceedings, applications, cases, or other matters of any
nature involving any agency, department, or office of local government in which the former officer or
employee served or was employed during the one-year period immediately prior to the termination of
employment or service. This prohibition shall be in addition to any other prohibition that may be
provided by law.

1991, c. 582, § 15.1-29.22; 1997, c. 587; 2003, c. 945; 2005, cc. 257, 289; 2019, cc. 111, 47

N

§ 15.2-1409. Investigations by governing bodies.

The governing body of any locality may make such investigations relating to its government affairs as
it deems necessary, may employ financial, legal and other personnel it deems necessary to assistin
such investigations, may order the attendance of witnesses and the production of books and papers
and may administer oaths. Such governing bodies may apply to the circuit court for their locality for a
subpoena or subpoena duces tecum against any person refusing to appear and testify or refusing to
produce books, papers or records as ordered by such governing bodies and the judge of such court
shall, upon good cause shown, cause the subpoenas to be issued. Any person failing to comply with
any such subpoena shall be subject to punishment for contempt by the court issuing the subpoena.

Code 1950, § 15-394; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-801; 1980, c. 335; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1410. Chairman and mayor may administer oaths.
Every chairman and mayor shall have power to administer an oath to any person concerning any mat-
ter submitted to the board or council or connected with their powers or duties.

Code 1950, § 15-234; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-529; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1411. Appointment of advisory boards, committees and commissions; compensation and
reimbursement of expenses.

The governing body of any locality may appoint such advisory boards, committees, and commissions
as it deems necessary to advise the governing body with regard to any matter of concern to the loc-
ality. Members shall be appointed to serve at the pleasure of the governing body.

The governing body may provide for (i) reimbursement of the actual expenses incurred by members
while serving on such advisory boards, committees, and commissions and (ii) compensation to mem-
bers for their services for attendance at regularly scheduled meetings, and for training in an amount
determined appropriate by the governing body from available funds.

1981, c. 254, § 15.1-33.2; 1993, c. 894; 1994, c. 165; 1997, c. 587; 2002, c. 27; 2005, cc. 740, 879.

§ 15.2-1412. Reproductions of records and documents and legal status thereof; destruction of ori-
ginals.

Any locality may provide for the photographing or microphotographing, or the recording by any other
process which accurately reproduces or forms a durable medium for reproducing the original of all or
any part of the papers, records, documents or other material kept by or in the charge of any
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department, agency or institution of such locality in accordance with such standards and retention
schedules as may be issued in pursuance of § 42.1-82.

A reproduction thereof if substantially the same size as the original, when satisfactorily identified, is as
admissible in evidence as the original itself in any judicial or administrative proceeding whether the
original is in existence or not, and an enlargement or facsimile of such reproduction is likewise admiss-
ible in evidence if the original reproduction is in existence and available for inspection under direction
of the court. The introduction of a reproduced record, enlargement or facsimile, does not preclude
admission of the original.

Whenever photographs or microphotographs have been made and put in conveniently accessible
files, and provision has been made for preserving, examining and using the same, the locality may
notify the Librarian of Virginia that it intends to destroy the records and papers so photographed or
microphotographed, or any part thereof. If within sixty days the Librarian of Virginia has not notified the
locality that such records or papers should be retained, the locality may destroy them. A locality may
also, in its discretion, consult with the locality's librarian with reference to the advisability of destroying
any such records, papers, documents or other material because of any historical significance or value.

Code 1950, § 15-5.1; 1952, c. 289; 1958, c. 9; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-8; 1966, c. 303; 1970, c. 225; 1979,
c. 155; 1983, c. 419; 1997, c. 587; 1998, c. 427; 2012, c. 802.

§ 15.2-1413. Governing bodies of localities may provide for continuity of government in case of
enemy attack, etc.

Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, general or special, any locality may, by ordinance,
provide a method to assure continuity in its government, in the event of an enemy attack or other dis-
aster. Such ordinance shall be limited in its effect to a period not exceeding 12 months after any such
attack or disaster and shall provide for a method for the resumption of normal governmental authority
by the end of the 12-month period.

1964, c. 307, § 15.1-13.1; 1997, c. 587; 2021, Sp. Sess. |, c. 295.

§ 15.2-1414. Governing bodies may have a legal enumeration of the population.

Any locality wishing to have a legal enumeration of the population of the locality, or part thereof, may
make application therefor to the circuit court for the locality. When the application is made, the judge
shall forthwith divide the locality, or part thereof, into such districts, with well-defined boundaries, as
may appear advisable and shall appoint for each of the districts one enumerator. Before entering on
their duties, such appointees shall take an oath before a notary public or other officer qualified to
administer oaths under the laws of this Commonwealth, for the faithful discharge of their duties. The
enumerators shall at once proceed to enumerate the actual bona fide inhabitants of their respective
districts. They shall report to the judge the result of their enumeration and a list of the persons enu-
merated by them within a reasonable time after their appointment, and a copy of the list of persons so
enumerated by them shall be furnished by the enumerators to the clerk of the court, who shall receive
the list and keep it open to public inspection. Upon evidence produced before him, the judge may add
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to the list the name of any person improperly omitted and may strike from the list the name of any per-
son improperly listed. If it appears advisable to the judge, he may order that the enumeration for any or
all of the districts be retaken under all the provisions of this section by other enumerators, who shall be
forthwith appointed by him. The judge shall cause to be tabulated and consolidated the lists and
return to the governing body the results thereof, in accordance with the application of the governing
body. The judge shall allow each enumerator a reasonable fee for each day actually employed by him
in making the enumeration. He shall certify the allowance and costs to the governing body for pay-
ment out of the local treasury, and the allowance shall be a legal charge upon the governmental unit
requesting the enumeration.

Code 1950, § 15-19; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-17; 1997, c. 587.

Article 1.1 - SALARIES

§ 15.2-1414.1. Each member to be paid annual salary.

Each member of the board of supervisors of each county shall be allowed and paid out of the county
levy an annual salary, to be fixed as herein provided, for his services in attending the meetings of the
board and in discharging the duties imposed by law upon him.

Code 1950, § 14-55; 1964, c. 386, § 14.1-45; 1998, c. 872.

§ 15.2-1414.2. Salaries to be fixed by board; limits; reimbursement in addition to salary.

The annual compensation to be allowed each member of the board of supervisors of a county shall be
determined by the board of supervisors of such county but such compensation shall not be more than
a maximum determined in the following manner. Prior to July 1 of the year in which members of the
board of supervisors are to be elected or, if the board is elected for staggered terms, of any year in
which at least forty percent of the members of the board are to be elected, the current board, by a recor-
ded vote of a majority present, shall set a maximum annual compensation which will become effective
as of January 1 of the next year.

Until the board is able to set a maximum compensation as provided above, the maximum com-
pensations for the several counties shall be as authorized on July 1, 1981.

Any board of supervisors may fix a higher salary for the chairman, or the vice-chairman, or both, than
for the other members of the board without respect to the limits herein set forth.

A member of the board of supervisors of any county may acceptin lieu of salary, reimbursement for
actual expenses incurred in maintaining an office and secretarial assistance necessary for the proper
performance of his duties. Such reimbursement shall be subtracted from the amount of the salary due
such official and the remaining sum shall be paid to him at his option; however, such expense shall
not exceed the salary. In addition to the salary, members of each governing body may receive the
same fringe benefits which are given to county employees generally, and all prior grants of such bene-
fits are validated.
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A county may provide a member of its board of supervisors in addition to salary, reimbursement for
actual expenses incurred in purchasing, operating, maintaining and using a telephone, including a car
telephone or other portable telephone, provided the expenses are attributable directly to the proper
performance of the member's official duties.

No increase in the salary of a member of the board of supervisors shall take effect during the incum-
bent supervisor's term in office; however, this restriction shall not apply to boards of supervisors when
the supervisors are elected for staggered terms nor to corrections to the above listed compensation.

1976, c. 590, § 14.1-46.01; 1977, cc. 391, 416; 1978, cc. 319, 435, 572; 1979, c. 256; 1980, cc. 3, 450;
1981, cc. 13, 623; 1982, c. 376; 1990, c. 518; 1996, c. 371; 1998, c. 872; 2000, c. 299.

§ 15.2-1414.3. Alternative procedure for establishing salaries of boards of supervisors; limits;
fringe benefits.

In lieu of other provisions of law, the boards of supervisors of the several counties may establish annu-
ally, by ordinance, and pay in monthly installments each of their members an annual salary pursuant
to the following procedure and schedule:

1. On a date determined by the board of supervisors, not earlier than May 1 nor later than June 30
each year, the board, after public hearing pursuant to notice in the manner and form provided in §§
15.2-1426 and 15.2-1427, shall establish by ordinance the salary of its members for the ensuing fiscal

year not to exceed the maximums herein set out.

2. Counties within the following population brackets shall be allowed to set salaries for board mem-
bers not to exceed the following amounts:

Population Annual Salary
200,000 and over $15,000
105,000 to 199,999 13,000
80,000 to 104,999 11,000
50,000 to 79,999 9,000
25,000 to 49,999 7,000
15,000 to 24,999 5,500
14,999 and under 4,000

The maximum annual salaries herein provided may be adjusted in any year or years, by ordinance as
above provided, by an inflation factor not to exceed five percent.

3. Any board of supervisors may fix, by ordinance as above provided, annually an additional sum to
be paid as hereinabove provided to the chairman and vice-chairman of the board not to exceed
$1,800 and $1,200, respectively, without regard to the maximum salary limits.

4. In addition to and without regard for the salary limits herein set out, any board of supervisors by res-
olution may grant to its members any or all of the fringe benefits in the manner and form as such bene-
fits are provided for county employees or any of them.
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1984, c. 221, § 14.1-46.01:1; 1990, cc. 63, 854; 1998, c. 872.

§ 15.2-1414.4. Repealed.
Repealed by Acts 2006, c. 126, cl. 2.

§ 15.2-1414.5. Each councilman to be paid annual salary; effect of charter.

Each member of the council of each city shall be allowed and paid out of the city levy an annual salary
in equal monthly installments, or in accordance with the payroll cycle of city employees, to be fixed as
herein provided, for his services in attending the meetings of the council and in discharging the duties
imposed by law upon him. Any city, however, whose charter imposes no limitation on salaries, may
continue to pay its councilmen and mayor pursuant to such charter.

1981, c. 358, § 14.1-47.1; 1998, c. 872; 2004, c. 570.

§ 15.2-1414.6. Permitted salaries; salary increases; reimbursement for expenses.

Subiject to the exception provided forin § 15.2-1414.5, the annual salary of each member of the coun-
cil of any city shall be set by its members by ordinance notwithstanding any contrary provision of law,
general or special. The setting of such salaries by members of council shall include the salary of the
mayor or president of the council whether such official is a member of council or not.

Cities within the following population brackets shall be allowed to set salaries for mayors, which
include presidents of council, and council members not to exceed the following:

Population Annual Salary
260,000 and over

Mayor $30,000
Council 28,000
175,000 to 259,999

Mayor 27,000
Council 25,000
75,000 to 174,999

Mayor 25,000
Council 23,000
35,000 to 74,999

Mayor 20,000
Council 18,000
20,000 to 34,999

Mayor 13,000
Council 12,000
15,000 to 19,999

Mayor 12,000

Council 11,500
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14,999 and under

Mayor 11,500

Council 11,000

No increase in the salary of a member of council shall take effect until July 1 after the next regularly
scheduled general election of council members.

Every proposed increase in the salary of a member of council shall be adopted at least four months
prior to the date of the next municipal election except in the case of a newly created consolidated city
when the proposed increase shall be adopted at least two months prior to the date of its first municipal
election.

Any member of council shall be eligible to be reimbursed for any personal expenses incurred by him
for official business. However, all claims for reimbursement shall be for reasonable expenses to the
extent permitted by law incurred in the conduct of official city business and shall be itemized and doc-
umented by stamped paid receipts to the extent feasible.

In addition to salary, each member of the council of any city may be compensated with such benefits
as are provided city employees by the city.

1981, c. 358, § 14.1-47.2; 1982, c. 125; 1985, c. 111; 1986, cc. 111, 312; 1988, c. 213; 1996, c. 263;
1997, c. 592; 1998, c. 872.

§ 15.2-1414.7. Salaries of town council members and mayors.

Notwithstanding any provision of a charter of a town or any other law, a town council may establish
the compensation to be paid to council members and the mayor. No increase in salary of a council
member or mayor shall take effect during the incumbent council member's or mayor's term in office;
however, this restriction shall not apply to councils or mayors when the council members are elected
for staggered terms. In addition to salary, each member of the council and the mayor of any town may
be compensated with such benefits as are provided town employees by the town.

1975, c. 253, § 15.1-827.1; 1985, c. 63; 1997, c. 587, § 14.1-47.3; 1998, c. 872; 2001, cc. 9, 254.
Article 2 - MEETINGS OF GOVERNING BODIES

§ 15.2-1415. At what meetings governing body may act.

Unless otherwise specially provided, a governing body may exercise any of the powers conferred
upon it at any meeting of the governing body, regular, special or adjourned at which a quorum is
present. A majority of the governing body shall constitute a quorum except as may be otherwise
provided in the State and Local Government Conflict of Interests Act (§ 2.2-3100 et seq.). Meetings of
governing bodies shall be subject to the applicable provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information
Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.).

Code 1950, § 15-247; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-542; 1997, c. 587; 2007, c. 613.
§ 15.2-1416. Regular meetings.
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A. The governing body shall assemble at a public place as the governing body may prescribe, in reg-
ular session in January for counties and in July for cities and towns. Future meetings shall be held on
such days as may be prescribed by resolution of the governing body but in no event shall less than six
meetings be held in each fiscal year.

B. The days, times and places of regular meetings to be held during the ensuing months shall be
established at the first meeting which meeting may be referred to as the annual or organizational meet-
ing; however, if the governing body subsequently prescribes any public place other than the initial pub-
lic meeting place, or any day or time other than that initially established, as a meeting day, place or
time, the governing body shall pass a resolution as to such future meeting day, place or time. The gov-
erning body shall cause a copy of such resolution to be posted on the door of the courthouse or the ini-
tial public meeting place and inserted in a newspaper having general circulation in the county or
municipality at least seven days prior to the first such meeting at such other day, place or time. Should
the day established by the governing body as the regular meeting day fall on any legal holiday, the
meeting shall be held on the next following regular business day, without action of any kind by the gov-
erning body.

Atits annual meeting the governing body may fix the day or days to which a regular meeting shall be
continued if the chairman or mayor, or vice-chairman or vice-mayor if the chairman or mayor is unable
to act, finds and declares that weather or other conditions are such that it is hazardous for members to
attend the regular meeting. Such finding shall be communicated to the members and the press as
promptly as possible. All hearings and other matters previously advertised shall be conducted at the
continued meeting and no further advertisement is required.

C. Regular meetings may be adjourned from day to day or from time to time or from place to place, not
beyond the time fixed for the next regular meeting, until the business before the governing body is com-
pleted. Notice of any regular meeting continued under this section shall be reasonable under the cir-
cumstances and be given as provided in subsection D of § 2.2-3707.

D. The governing body shall provide members of the general public with the opportunity for public
comment during a regular meeting at least quarterly.

E. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, any city or town that holds an organizational meeting
in compliance with its charter or code shall be deemed to be in compliance with this section.

Code 1950, § 15-241; 1950, p. 8; 1954, c. 286; 1958, c. 291; 1960, c. 33; 1962, cc. 218, 623, § 15.1-
536; 1964, c. 403; 1980, c. 420; 1994, cc. 371, 591; 1997, c. 587; 2004, c. 549; 2017, c. 616; 2020, c.
1144,

§ 15.2-1416.1. Actions prior to convening of meeting.

During the time prior to the governing body's actual call to order or convening of business, any expres-
sions by members of the governing body or members of the public shall be held consistent with the
individual's First Amendment right of freedom of speech.

2005, c. 592.
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§ 15.2-1417. Special meetings.

The governing body may also hold such special meetings, as it deems necessary, at such times and
places as it finds convenient. It may adjourn such special meetings from time to time as it finds con-
venient and necessary.

Code 1950, § 15-242; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-537; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1418. Same; how called.

A special meeting of the governing body shall be held when called by the chairman or mayor or
requested by two or more of the members of the board of supervisors or council. The call or request
shall be made to the clerk, and shall specify the matters to be considered at the meeting. Upon receipt
of such call or request, the clerk of the governing body, after consultation with the chairman or mayor,
shall immediately notify each member of the governing body and the attorney for the Commonwealth
or the county or municipal attorney, as appropriate in writing delivered in person or to his place of res-
idence or business or, if so requested by the member of the governing body, by electronic mail or fac-
simile to attend such meeting at the time and place stated in the notice. Such notice shall specify the
matters to be considered at the meeting. No matter not specified in the notice shall be considered at
such meeting, unless all members are present. The notice may be waived if all members of the gov-
erning body attend the special meeting or sign a waiver.

Code 1950, § 15-243; 1954, c. 181; 1960, c. 412; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-538; 1964, c. 249; 1966, c. 33;
1975, ¢. 575; 1979, c. 210; 1983, c. 403; 1994, c. 87; 1997, c. 587; 2011, c. 180.

§ 15.2-1419. Meeting times of certain authorities, boards and commissions.

Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, general or special, the governing body of any locality
may establish the regular meeting times (day and hour) of its authorities, boards and commissions so
as to prevent conflict with other meetings.

1995, cc. 198, 240, § 15.1-37.3:14; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1420. How questions determined; tie breaker.

All questions submitted to the governing body for decision shall be determined by a majority of the
members voting on any such question unless another method of determination is required by the Con-
stitution of Virginia or general law.

In counties which have designated a tie breaker pursuantto § 15.2-1421, in any case in which there is
a tie vote of the board upon any question when all the members are not present, the question shall be
passed by till the next meeting when it shall again be voted upon even though all members are not
present; in any case in which there is a tie vote on any question after complying with the herein above
procedure, the clerk shall record the vote and immediately notify the tie breaker elected by the voters
as provided in § 15.2-1421, to give the casting vote in case of a tie, if that is practicable, and request
his presence at the present meeting of the board; but if that is not practicable then the board may
adjourn to a day fixed in the minutes of the board, or in case of a failure to agree on a day, to a day
fixed by the clerk and entered by him on the minutes. At the present meeting or on the day named in
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the minutes the tie breaker shall attend. He shall be entitled to be fully advised as to the matter upon
which he is to vote, and if not prepared to cast his vote at the time he may require the clerk to enter an
order adjourning the meeting to some future day to be named in the minutes not to exceed thirty days
and from time to time he shall have continuances entered until he is ready to vote, not to exceed thirty
days. When he casts his vote the clerk shall record his vote and the tie shall be broken, and the ques-
tion shall be decided as he casts his vote. If a meeting for any reason is not held on the day named in
the minutes, the clerk shall enter on the minute book a day within ten days as a substitute day and
duly notify all the members, and this shall continue until a meeting is held. After a tie has occurred, the
tie breaker shall be considered a member of the board for the purpose of counting a quorum for the
sole purpose of breaking the tie. Final votes on any ordinance or resolution shall be in accordance
with the procedure provided for in Article VII, Sections 7 and 9 of the Constitution of Virginia.

Code 1950, § 15-245; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-540; 1972, cc. 734, 790; 1974, c. 550; 1980, c. 172; 1994,
c. 550; 1997, c. 587; 2007, c. 833.

§ 15.2-1421. Tie breakers.

The governing body of each county may designate a tie breaker, whose duty it shall be to cast the
deciding vote in case of tie, as set forth in § 15.2-1420. The designation of the tie breaker shall be by
election by the voters of the county from the county at large. Every tie breaker shall serve for a period
of four years from the date of his election and every tie breaker so elected shall serve the same term
as a member of the governing body. No person shall be elected or serve as tie breaker who is not a
resident of the county; who is not qualified to hold office as supervisor or who is an employee or officer
of the county. Tie breakers heretofore appointed or elected shall continue in office until the expiration
of the respective terms. Vacancies in the position of tie breaker shall be filled in the same manner as
vacancies in the governing body.

Code 1950, § 15-240; 1952, c. 159; 1952, Ex. Sess., c. 10; 1954, c. 91; 1962, cc. 595, 623, § 15.1-535;
1966, c. 280; 1972, c. 593; 1974, c. 550; 1981, c. 261; 1994, c. 550; 1997, c. 587; 2007, c. 833.

Article 3 - Presiding Officers and Vacancies in Certain Offices

§ 15.2-1422. Electing a chairman and vice-chairman or a mayor and vice-mayor.

Unless the presiding officer is elected by popular vote, every governing body, at its first meeting after
taking office, shall elect one of its number as presiding officer. Such officer shall be called "chairman,"
"chairwoman," "chair,

chairperson,"” or "chair-at-large," in the presiding officer's discretion, if a mem-
ber of a board of supervisors and "mayor" if a member of a city or town council. Such member, if
present, shall preside at the first meeting and all other meetings during the term for which so elected.
The governing body also shall elect a vice-chairman or vice-mayor, as the case may be, who shall
preside at meetings in the absence of the chairman or mayor and may discharge any duty of the chair-
man or mayor during his absence or disability. Chairmen and vice-chairmen and mayors and vice-
mayors may be so elected to serve for terms corresponding with their terms as supervisors or coun-
cilmen or may be elected for such other period as determined by the governing body. Whenever any
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board or council at the time of such election, fails to designate the specific term of office for which a
chairman or vice-chairman or a mayor or vice-mayor is elected, it shall be presumed that such officers
were elected for a term of one year and shall serve until their successors have been elected and qual-
ify. Chairmen and vice-chairmen and mayors and vice-mayors may succeed themselves in office. In
the case of the absence from any meeting of the chairman and vice-chairman or mayor and vice-
mayor, the members present shall choose one of their number as temporary presiding officer.

1997, c. 587; 2020, c. 133.

§ 15.2-1423. Powers of chairman or mayor.

In addition to being presiding officer, the chairman or mayor, as the case may be, shall be the head of
the local government for all official functions and ceremonial purposes. He shall have a vote but no
veto.

In the event that there is no chief administrative officer, it shall be the duty of the chairman or mayor, as
the case may be, to see that the functions set forth in § 15.2-1541 are carried out if the governing body
has not acted otherwise.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1424. Vacancies in office.

Vacancies in the office of board of supervisors or of council or an elected chairman or mayor, for
whatever reason, shall be filled as provided for in Title 24.2. A member of the board or council may be
elected or appointed to fill a vacancy in the office of chairman or mayor.

The person appointed or elected to fill the vacancy shall possess the same legal qualifications for the
office as did the person whose position he is filling.

In the event of a vacancy in the office of chairman or mayor, the duties of the office of chairman or
mayor shall be performed by the vice-chairman or vice-mayor until a chairman or mayor is appointed
or elected and qualifies.

Vacancies in the office of vice-chairman or vice-mayor shall be filled by appointment by the remaining
members of the appropriate governing body from its membership.

1997, c. 587.

Article 4 - ORDINANCES AND OTHER ACTIONS BY THE LOCAL GOVERNING
BODY

§ 15.2-1425. Actions by localities.
The governing body of every locality in the performance of its duties, obligations and functions may
adopt, as appropriate, ordinances, resolutions and motions.

1997, c. 587.
§ 15.2-1426. Form of ordinances.
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The object of every ordinance, except an ordinance approving a budget, an annual appropriation
ordinance or an ordinance which codifies ordinances, shall be clearly expressed in its title. All ordin-
ances which repeal or amend existing ordinances shall identify by title the section to be repealed or
amended.

Code 1950, §§ 15-8, 15-10; 1950, p. 113; 1954, c. 529; 1956, cc. 218, 664; 1956, Ex. Sess., c. 40;
1958, cc. 190, 279; 1960, c. 606; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-504; 1966, cc. 405, 612; 1968, c. 625; 1970, c.
581; 1972, cc. 41, 837; 1973, c. 380; 1978, c. 235; 1983, c. 11; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1427. Adoption of ordinances and resolutions generally; amending or repealing ordinances.
A. Unless otherwise specifically provided for by the Constitution or by other general or special law, an
ordinance may be adopted by majority vote of those present and voting at any lawful meeting.

B. On final vote on any ordinance or resolution, the name of each member of the governing body vot-
ing and how he voted shall be recorded; however, votes on all ordinances and resolutions adopted
prior to February 27, 1998, in which an unanimous vote of the governing body was recorded, shall be
deemed to have been validly recorded. The governing body may adopt an ordinance or resolution by
a recorded voice vote unless otherwise provided by law, or any member calls for a roll call vote. An
ordinance shall become effective upon adoption or upon a date fixed by the governing body.

C. All ordinances or resolutions heretofore adopted by a governing body shall be deemed to have
been validly adopted, unless some provision of the Constitution of Virginia or the Constitution of the
United States has been violated in such adoption.

D. An ordinance may be amended or repealed in the same manner, or by the same procedure, in
which, or by which, ordinances are adopted.

E. An amendment or repeal of an ordinance shall be in the form of an ordinance which shall become
effective upon adoption or upon a date fixed by the governing body, but, if no effective date is spe-
cified, then such ordinance shall become effective upon adoption.

F. In counties, except as otherwise authorized by law, no ordinance shall be passed until after descript-
ive notice of an intention to propose the ordinance for passage has been published once a week for
two successive weeks prior to its passage in a newspaper having a general circulation in the county.
The second publication shall not be sooner than one calendar week after the first publication. The pub-
lication shall include a statement either that the publication contains the full text of the ordinance or
that a copy of the full text of the ordinance is on file in the clerk's office of the circuit court of the county
or in the office of the county administrator; or in the case of any county organized under the form of gov-
ernment set outin Chapter 5, 7 or 8 of this title, a statement that a copy of the full text of the ordinance
is on file in the office of the clerk of the county board. Even if the publication contains the full text of the
ordinance, a complete copy shall be available for public inspection in the offices named herein.



In counties, emergency ordinances may be adopted without prior notice; however, no such ordinance
shall be enforced for more than sixty days unless readopted in conformity with the provisions of this
Code.

G. In towns, no tax shall be imposed except by a two-thirds vote of the council members.

Code 1950, §§ 15-8, 15-10; 1950, p. 113; 1954, c. 529; 1956, cc. 218, 664; 1956, Ex. Sess., c. 40;
1958, cc. 190, 279; 1960, c. 606; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-504; 1966, cc. 405, 612; 1968, c. 625; 1970, c.
581; 1972, cc. 41, 837; 1973, c. 380; 1978, c. 235; 1983, c. 11; 1997, c. 587; 1998, c. 823; 2000, c.
895.

§ 15.2-1428. Procedures for certain acts.

No ordinance or resolution appropriating money exceeding the sum of $500, imposing taxes, or author-
izing the borrowing of money shall be passed except by a recorded affirmative vote of a majority of all
members elected to the governing body. In case of the veto of such an ordinance or resolution, where
the power of veto exists, it shall require for passage thereafter a recorded affirmative vote of two-thirds
of all members elected to the governing body.

Code 1950, § 15-412; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-819; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 35; 1991, c. 668; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1429. Penalties for violation of ordinances.

Any locality may prescribe fines and other punishments for violations of ordinances, which shall be
enforced by proceedings as if such violations were misdemeanors. However, no fine or term of con-
finement for the violation of ordinances shall exceed the penalties provided by general law for the viol-
ation of a Class 1 misdemeanor, and such penalties shall not exceed those penalties prescribed by
general law for like offenses.

Code 1950, §§ 15-8, 15-77.64; 1954, c. 529; 1956, cc. 218, 664; 1956, Ex. Sess., c. 40; 1958, cc. 279,
328; 1960, c. 606; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-505, 15.1-901; 1974, c. 598; 1976, c. 582; 1978, c. 150; 1991,
cc. 25,609, 710; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1430. Bonds of persons convicted.

Upon conviction for the violation of any ordinance, the court trying the case may require bond of the
person so convicted with proper security in the penalty of not more than $5,000, conditioned not to viol-
ate the ordinance for the breach of which he has been convicted for the period of not more than one
year.

Code 1950, § 15-77.65; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-902; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1431. Appeals; nonpayment of fine.

An appeal from any fine or imprisonment shall be as in misdemeanor cases. Whenever any fine is
imposed but not paid, the court trying the case shall proceed in accordance with Article 4 (§ 19.2-354
et seq.) of Chapter 21 of Title 19.2.

Code 1950, § 15-77.66; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-903; 1973, c. 342; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1432. Injunctive relief against continuing violation of ordinance.
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A court of competent jurisdiction, in addition to the penalty imposed for the violation of any ordinance,
may enjoin the continuing violation thereof by proceedings for an injunction brought in any court for
the county or municipal corporation having jurisdiction to grant injunctive relief.

Code 1950, § 15-77.68; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-905; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1433. Cadification and recodification of ordinances.

Any locality may codify or recodify any or all of its ordinances, in permanently bound or loose-leaf
form. Such ordinances may be changed, altered or amended by the governing body, and ordinances
or portions thereof may be deleted and new material may be added by the governing body. Such
changes, alterations, amendments or deletions and such new material shall become effective on the
effective date of the codification or recodification.

Ordinances relating to zoning and the subdivision of land may be included in any codification or reco-
dification of ordinances; however, no change, alteration, amendment, deletion or addition of a sub-
stantive nature shall be made and no new material of a substantive nature shall be added to such
ordinances unless, prior to the date of adoption of such codification or recodification, notice of such
proposed changes, alterations, amendments, deletions or additions shall be published as required by
the Code of Virginia and public hearings held thereon as provided by the Code of Virginia for adoption
and amendment of zoning and subdivision ordinances. Renumbering or rearranging of sections, art-
icles or other divisions of any such ordinance shall not be deemed to be a change, alteration or
amendment of a substantive nature.

Any such codification or recodification may be adopted by reference by a single ordinance, without fur-
ther publication of such codification or recodification or any portions thereof. The ordinance adopting
such codification or recodification shall comply with all laws of the Commonwealth and any provision
of any city or town charter requiring posting or publication of ordinances or notice of intent to adopt
ordinances. At least one copy of such codification or recodification or a complete set of printer's proofs
of the text thereof shall be made available for public inspection in the office of the clerk of the gov-
erning body in which such codification or recodification is proposed to be adopted.

No ordinance levying or increasing taxes shall be enacted as new material in any such codification or
recodification or amended in substance therein unless advertised in accordance with general law.

Supplements for such codifications or recodifications may be prepared from time to time at the dir-
ection of the governing body of the locality, either as units or on a replacement page basis; however,
where replacement pages are prepared, a distinguishing mark or notation shall be placed on each
replacement page to distinguish it from original pages and pages of other supplements. No further
adoption procedure shall be required for supplements or replacement pages in which no substantive
change is made in ordinances previously and validly adopted by the governing body of the locality. If
changes, alterations, amendments, deletions or additions of a substantive nature are made in any
such supplement, then such supplement shall be adopted by the governing body in the same manner
provided by general or special law.



At least one copy of any codification or recodification adopted hereunder and at least one copy of
every supplement thereto shall be kept in the office of the clerk of the governing body and shall there
be available for public inspection during normal business hours.

Any codification or recodification adopted hereunder shall be admitted in evidence in all courts
without further proof.

1966, c. 269, § 15.1-37.3; 1997, c. 587; 2003, c. 200.

Chapter 15 - Local Government Personnel, Qualification for Office, Bonds, Dual
Office Holding and Certain Local Government Officers

Article 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR CERTAIN OFFICERS AND
EMPLOYEES

§ 15.2-1500. Organization of local government.

A. Every locality shall provide for all the governmental functions of the locality, including, without lim-
itation, the organization of all departments, offices, boards, commissions and agencies of government,
and the organizational structure thereof, which are necessary and the employment of the officers and
other employees needed to carry out the functions of government.

B. Except as provided in § 15.2-2160 or Article 5.1 (§ 56-484.7:1 et seq.) of Chapter 15 of Title 56, no
locality shall establish any department, office, board, commission, agency or other governmental divi-
sion or entity which has authority to offer telecommunications equipment, infrastructure, other than
pole or tower attachments including antennas or conduit occupancy, or services, other than intragov-
ernmental radio dispatch or paging systems shared by adjoining localities, for sale or lease to any per-
son or entity other than (i) such locality's departments, offices, boards, commissions, agencies or other
governmental divisions or entities or (ii) an adjoining locality's departments, offices, boards, com-
missions, agencies or other governmental divisions or entities, so long as any charges for such tele-
communications equipment, infrastructure and services do not exceed the cost to the providing locality
of providing such equipment, infrastructure or services. However, any town which is located adjacent
to Exit 17 on Interstate 81 and which offered telecommunications services to the public on January 1,
1998, is hereby authorized to continue to offer such telecommunications services, but shall not
acquire by eminent domain the facilities or other property of any telephone company or cable operator.
Any locality may sell any telecommunications infrastructure, including related equipment, which such
locality has constructed, and such locality may receive from the purchaser or purchasers, as full or par-
tial consideration for the sale of such infrastructure, communications services to be used solely for
internal use of the locality. The locality shall not be involved in any way in the promotion or marketing
of services provided by any purchaser.

C. A locality, electric commission or board, industrial development authority, or economic devel-
opment authority, may lease dark fiber. For purposes of this section, "dark fiber" means fiber optic
cable that is not lighted by lasers or other electronic equipment. The locality, electric commission or
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board, industrial development authority, or economic development authority, shall not be involved in
the promotion or marketing of the lessee as the provider of the services.

1997, c. 587; 1998, c. 906; 1999, c. 916; 2002, cc. 479, 489.

§ 15.2-1500.1. Employment discrimination prohibited; sexual orientation or gender identity.
A. As used in this article, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Age" means being an individual who is at least 40 years of age.

"Military status" means status as (i) a member of the uniformed forces, as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101
(@)(5), of the United States or a reserve component thereof named under 10 U.S.C. § 10101, (ii) a vet-
eran as defined in 38 U.S.C. § 101(2), or (iii) a dependent as defined in 50 U.S.C. § 3911(4) except
that the support provided by the service member to the individual shall have been provided 180 days
immediately preceding an alleged action that if proven true would constitute unlawful discrimination
under this section instead of 180 days immediately preceding an application for relief under 50 U.S.C.
Chapter 50.

B. No department, office, board, commission, agency, or instrumentality of local government shall dis-
criminate in employment on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, pregnancy, childbirth
or related medical conditions, age, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or mil-
itary status.

C. The provisions of this section shall not prohibit (i) discrimination in employment on the basis of sex
or age in those instances when sex or age is a bona fide occupational qualification for employment or
(i) providing preference in employment to veterans.

2020, cc. 1137, 1140; 2021, Sp. Sess. |, cc. 477, 478.

§ 15.2-1501. Designation of officers to perform certain duties.

Whenever it is not designated by general law or special act which officer or employee of the locality
shall exercise any power or perform any duty conferred upon or required of the locality, then any such
power shall be exercised or duty performed by the officer or employee of the locality so designated by
the governing body. The governing body also may authorize the chief administrative officer to des-
ignate officers and employees to perform administrative duties and to exercise administrative powers.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1502. Employment of certain deputies and assistants; delegation of powers and duties.

A. Local government officers may employ, when duly authorized by the governing body, deputies and
assistants to aid them in carrying out their powers and duties. The provisions of this section and §
15.2-1503 shall not be applicable to the constitutional offices of treasurer, commissioner of the rev-
enue, sheriff, attorney for the Commonwealth and clerk of the circuit court.

B. "Deputy" means a person who is appointed to act as a substitute for his principal, in the name of the
principal and in his behalf, in matters in which the principal himself may act; such person shall be a
public officer. Members of governing bodies may not have or appoint deputies for themselves.
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C. "Assistant" means a person who is not a public officer or deputy but who aids or helps a public
officer.

D. Subject to the limitations and requirements of the preceding subsections, an officer of a locality may
delegate, to a person reporting to him, his powers and duties unless it is some power or duty the exer-
cise of which by another person is expressly forbidden by law or requires the exercise of judgment for
the public welfare. However, such delegation shall not act to relieve the officer making such del-
egation of his legal obligations for the exercise of powers and performance of duties of his office.

Persons employed by virtue of this subsection shall be designated either deputy or assistant and shall
take such oath and post such bond as may be required by ordinance.

1978, c. 264, §§ 15.1-19.4, 15.1-19.5; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1503. Tenure of officers and employees; suspension or removal.

A. All appointments of officers and hiring of other employees by a locality shall be without definite
term, unless for temporary services not to exceed one year or except as otherwise provided by general
law or special act.

B. Any officer or employee of a locality employed pursuant to subsection A of this section may be sus-
pended or removed from office or employment in accordance with the provisions of §§ 24.2-230
through 24.2-238, if such sections are applicable. Otherwise, any such employee may be suspended
or removed in accordance with procedure established by special act or by the governing body, if any.

C. In case of the absence or disability of any officer or employee, the governing body or other appoint-
ing power may designate some responsible person to temporarily perform the duties of the office.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1503.1. Background checks required for certain employees and licensees.

Any locality having a local ordinance adopted in accordance with § 19.2-389 (i) shall require any
applicant who is offered or accepts employment with the locality, (ii) shall require any prospective
licensee for any categories of license designated by ordinance, or (iii) may require any individual who
is offered or accepts employment with a contractor or public service corporation that provides public
transit services to the locality to submit to fingerprinting and to provide personal descriptive inform-
ation to be forwarded along with the applicant's or licensee's fingerprints through the Central Criminal
Records Exchange to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for the purpose of obtaining criminal history
record information regarding such applicant or licensee. The locality may require such applicant or
licensee to pay the cost of the fingerprinting or a criminal records check or both.

The Central Criminal Records Exchange, upon receipt of an applicant's or licensee's record or noti-
fication that no record exists, shall make a report to the county, city or town manager, or chief law-
enforcement officer or his designee, who must belong to a governmental entity. If an applicant is
denied employment or a licensee is denied a license because of the information appearing in his crim-
inal history record, the locality shall notify the applicant or licensee that information obtained from the
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Central Criminal Records Exchange contributed to such denial. The information shall not be dis-
seminated except as provided for in this section.

2003, c. 742; 2004, c. 160; 2010, cc. 189, 563.

§ 15.2-1504. Use of tobacco products by government employees.

No employee of or applicant for employment with a locality or any political subdivision of the Com-
monwealth shall be required, as a condition of employment, to smoke or use tobacco products on the
job, or to abstain from smoking or using tobacco products outside the course of his employment,
provided that this section shall not apply to those classes of employees to which § 27-40.1 or § 51.1-
813 are applicable.

1989, c. 511, § 15.1-29.18; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1505. Employment based on residency prohibited for certain employees.

Notwithstanding any contrary provision of general or special law, no locality, or any agency thereof,
including school boards, or any local housing or redevelopment authority created pursuant to § 36-4,
that receives any funds from the Commonwealth, shall condition employment or any feature of employ-
ment, including promotion, on the basis of residency in a particular locality.

This section shall not apply to (i) appointees of elected groups or individuals, (ii) officials and employ-
ees who by charter or other law serve at the will or pleasure of an appointing authority, (iii) deputies
and executive assistants to the chief administrative officer of a locality, or (iv) agency heads, depart-
ment heads or their equivalents or chief executive officers of government operations.

1993, c. 789, § 15.1-29.23; 1997, c. 587; 1999, c. 375; 2000, c. 276; 2002, c. 37.

§ 15.2-1505.1. Applicant preemployment information.

A locality may by ordinance, and in accordance with § 19.2-389, require applicants upon offer of
employment with the locality to submit to fingerprinting and to provide personal descriptive information
to be forwarded along with the applicant's fingerprints through the Central Criminal Records
Exchange and the Federal Bureau of Investigation for the purpose of obtaining criminal history record
information regarding such applicant. Such applicants shall, if required by ordinance, pay the cost of
the fingerprinting or criminal records check or both.

The Central Criminal Records Exchange, upon receipt of an applicant's record or notification that no
record exists, shall make a report to the chief administrative officer of the locality or his designee, who
must belong to a governmental entity. In determining whether a criminal conviction directly relates to a
position, the locality shall consider the following criteria: (i) the nature and seriousness of the crime; (ii)
the relationship of the crime to the work to be performed in the position applied for; (iii) the extent to
which the position applied for might offer an opportunity to engage in further criminal activity of the
same type as that in which the person had been involved; (iv) the relationship of the crime to the abil-
ity, capacity or fithess required to perform the duties and discharge the responsibilities of the position
being sought; (v) the extent and nature of the person's past criminal activity; (vi) the age of the person
at the time of the commission of the crime; (vii) the amount of time that has elapsed since the person's
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last involvement in the commission of a crime; (viii) the conduct and work activity of the person prior to
and following the criminal activity; and (ix) evidence of the person's rehabilitation or rehabilitative effort
while incarcerated or following release.

If an applicantis denied employment because of information appearing in his criminal history record,
the locality shall notify the applicant that information obtained from the Central Criminal Records
Exchange contributed to such denial. The information shall not be disseminated except as provided
for in this section.

2003, c. 739.

§ 15.2-1505.2. Personnel policies related to the use of public property.

Every locality, with the exception of towns having a population of less than 3,500 that do not have a
personnel policy, shall establish personnel policies covering the use of public property by officers and
employees of the locality. Such policies shall address the use of telephones, computers, and related
devices and peripheral equipment that are the property of the locality for (i) personal use, to the extent
that such use interferes with the employees' productivity or work performance, or (ii) political activities.
As used in this section, "political activities" shall have the same meaning as provided in § 15.2-
1512.2.

2014, c. 405.

§ 15.2-1505.3. Localities prohibited from inquiring about arrests, charges, or convictions on employ-
ment applications; exceptions.

A. As used in this section, "conviction" means any adjudication that an individual committed a crime,
any finding of guilt after a criminal trial by a court of competent jurisdiction, or any plea of guilty or nolo
contendere to a criminal charge.

B. No locality shall request a prospective employee to complete an application for employment that
includes a question inquiring whether the prospective employee has ever been arrested for, charged
with, or convicted of any crime. This prohibition shall not apply to (i) law-enforcement agency positions
or positions related to law-enforcement agencies, (ii) positions for employment by the local school
board, (iii) sensitive positions, or (iv) any employment-related applications or questionnaires provided
during or after a staff interview. For purposes of this subsection, "sensitive positions" shall include
those positions:

1. Responsible for the health, safety, and welfare of citizens or the protection of critical infrastructure;

2. That have access to sensitive information, including access to federal tax information in approved
exchange agreements with the Internal Revenue Service or Social Security Administration; and

3. That are otherwise required by state or federal law to be designated as sensitive.

C. No locality shall inquire whether a prospective employee has ever been arrested for, or charged
with, or convicted of any crime unless the inquiry takes place during or after a staff interview of the pro-
spective employee.
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D. Nothing in this section shall prevent a locality from considering information received during or after
a staff interview pertaining to a prospective employee having been arrested for, charged with, or con-
victed of any crime.

2020, c. 422.

§ 15.2-1506. Establishment of grievance procedure, personnel system and uniform pay plan for
employees.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, general or special, every locality which has
more than fifteen employees shall have a grievance procedure for its employees that affords an imme-
diate and fair method for the resolution of disputes which may arise between the public employer and
its employees and a personnel system including a classification plan for service and a uniform pay
plan for all employees excluding employees and deputies of division superintendents of schools.

Notwithstanding the provisions of any local charter, a locality may establish a personnel system for
local administrative officials and employees based on merit and professional ability. Such system
shall consist of rules and regulations that provide for the general administration of personnel matters,
a classification plan for employees, a uniform pay plan, and a procedure for resolving grievances of
employees as provided by general law.

1973, c. 256, § 15.1-7.1; 1974, cc. 260, 449; 1975, c. 176; 1976, c. 93; 1978, c. 845; 1979, c. 734,
1984, c. 746; 1985, c. 515; 1988, c. 290; 1991, c. 661; 1996, cc. 164, 869; 1997, c. 587; 2000, c. 363.

§ 15.2-1507. Provision of grievance procedure; training programs.

A. If a local governing body fails to adopt a grievance procedure required by § 15.2-1506 or fails to cer-
tify it as provided in this section, the local governing body shall be deemed to have adopted a griev-
ance procedure that is consistent with the provisions of Chapter 30 (§ 2.2-3000 et seq.) of Title 2.2 and
any regulations adopted pursuant thereto for so long as the locality remains in noncompliance. The
locality shall provide its employees with copies of the applicable grievance procedure upon request.
The term "grievance" as used herein shall not be interpreted to mean negotiations of wages, salaries,
or fringe benefits.

Each grievance procedure, and each amendment thereto, in order to comply with this section, shall be
certified in writing to be in compliance by the city, town, or county attorney, and the chief administrative
officer of the locality, and such certification filed with the clerk of the circuit court having jurisdiction in
the locality in which the procedure is to apply. Local government grievance procedures in effect as of
July 1, 1991, shall remain in full force and effect for 90 days thereafter, unless certified and filed as
provided above within a shorter time period.

Each grievance procedure shall include the following components and features:

1. Definition of grievance. A grievance shall be a complaint or dispute by an employee relating to his
employment, including (i) disciplinary actions, including dismissals, disciplinary demotions, and sus-
pensions, provided that dismissals shall be grievable whenever resulting from formal discipline or
unsatisfactory job performance; (ii) the application of personnel policies, procedures, rules, and
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regulations, including the application of policies involving matters referred to in clause (iii) of sub-
division 2; (iii) discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, political affiliation, age, dis-
ability, national origin, sex, marital status, pregnancy, childbirth or related medical conditions, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or military status; and (iv) acts of retaliation as the result of the use of or
participation in the grievance procedure or because the employee has complied with any law of the
United States or of the Commonwealth, has reported any violation of such law to a governmental
authority, has sought any change in law before the Congress of the United States or the General
Assembly, or has reported an incidence of fraud, abuse, or gross mismanagement. For the purposes
of clause (iv), there shall be a rebuttable presumption that increasing the penalty that is the subject of
the grievance at any level of the grievance shall be an act of retaliation.

2. Local government responsibilities. Local governments shall retain the exclusive right to manage the
affairs and operations of government. Accordingly, the following complaints are nongrievable: (i) estab-
lishment and revision of wages or salaries, position classification, or general benefits; (ii) work activity
accepted by the employee as a condition of employment or work activity that may reasonably be
expected to be a part of the job content; (iii) the contents of ordinances, statutes, or established per-
sonnel policies, procedures, rules, and regulations; (iv) failure to promote except where the employee
can show that established promotional policies or procedures were not followed or applied fairly; (v)
the methods, means, and personnel by which work activities are to be carried on; (vi) except where
such action affects an employee who has been reinstated within the previous six months as the result
of the final determination of a grievance, termination, layoff, demotion, or suspension from duties
because of lack of work, reduction in work force, or job abolition; (vii) the hiring, promotion, transfer,
assignment, and retention of employees within the local government; and (viii) the relief of employees
from duties of the local government in emergencies. In any grievance brought under the exception to
clause (vi), the action shall be upheld upon a showing by the local government that (a) there was a
valid business reason for the action and (b) the employee was notified of the reason in writing prior to
the effective date of the action.

3. Coverage of personnel.

a. Unless otherwise provided by law, all nonprobationary local government permanent full-time and
part-time employees are eligible to file grievances with the following exceptions:

(1) Appointees of elected groups or individuals;

(2) Officials and employees who by charter or other law serve at the will or pleasure of an appointing
authority;

(3) Deputies and executive assistants to the chief administrative officer of a locality;
(4) Agency heads or chief executive officers of government operations;

(5) Employees whose terms of employment are limited by law;

)

(6) Temporary, limited term, and seasonal employees;



(7) Law-enforcement officers as defined in Chapter 5 (§ 9.1-500 et seq.) of Title 9.1 whose grievance
is subject to the provisions of Chapter 5 (§ 9.1-500 et seq.) of Title 9.1 and who have elected to pro-
ceed pursuant to those provisions in the resolution of their grievance, or any other employee electing
to proceed pursuant to any other existing procedure in the resolution of his grievance; and

(8) Law-enforcement officers as defined in § 9.1-601 whose grievance is subject to the provisions of §
9.1-601 and relates to a binding disciplinary determination made by a law-enforcement civilian over-
sight body, except as permitted by subsection F of § 9.1-601.

b. Notwithstanding the exceptions set forth in subdivision a, local governments, at their sole discretion,
may voluntarily include employees in any of the excepted categories within the coverage of their griev-
ance procedures.

c. The chief administrative officer of each local government, or his designee, shall determine the
officers and employees excluded from the grievance procedure, and shall be responsible for main-
taining an up-to-date list of the affected positions.

4. Grievance procedure availability and coverage for employees of community services boards,
redevelopment and housing authorities, and regional housing authorities. Employees of community
services boards, redevelopment and housing authorities created pursuant to § 36-4, and regional
housing authorities created pursuant to § 36-40 shall be included in (i) a local governing body's griev-
ance procedure or personnel system, if agreed to by the department, board, or authority and the loc-
ality or (ii) a grievance procedure established and administered by the department, board, or authority
that is consistent with the provisions of Chapter 30 (§ 2.2-3000 et seq.) of Title 2.2 and any regulations
promulgated pursuant thereto. If a department, board, or authority fails to establish a grievance pro-
cedure pursuant to clause (i) or (ii), it shall be deemed to have adopted a grievance procedure that is
consistent with the provisions of Chapter 30 (§ 2.2-3000 et seq.) of Title 2.2 and any regulations adop-
ted pursuant thereto for so long as it remains in noncompliance.

5. General requirements for procedures.

a. Each grievance procedure shall include not more than four steps for airing complaints at suc-
cessively higher levels of local government management, and a final step providing for a panel hear-
ing or a hearing before an administrative hearing officer upon the agreement of both parties.

b. Grievance procedures shall prescribe reasonable and specific time limitations for the grievant to
submit an initial complaint and to appeal each decision through the steps of the grievance procedure.

c. Nothing contained in this section shall prohibit a local government from granting its employees
rights greater than those contained herein, provided that such grant does not exceed or violate the gen-
eral law or public policy of the Commonwealth.

6. Time periods.

a. ltis intended that speedy attention to employee grievances be promoted, consistent with the ability
of the parties to prepare for a fair consideration of the issues of concern.



b. The time for submitting an initial complaint shall not be less than 20 calendar days after the event
giving rise to the grievance, but local governments may, at their option, allow a longer time period.

c. Limits for steps after initial presentation of grievance shall be the same or greater for the grievant
than the time that is allowed for local government response in each comparable situation.

d. Time frames may be extended by mutual agreement of the local government and the grievant.
7. Compliance.

a. After the initial filing of a written grievance, failure of either party to comply with all substantial pro-
cedural requirements of the grievance procedure, including the panel or administrative hearing,
without just cause shall result in a decision in favor of the other party on any grievable issue, provided
the party not in compliance fails to correct the noncompliance within five workdays of receipt of written
notification by the other party of the compliance violation. Such written notification by the grievant shall
be made to the chief administrative officer, or his designee.

b. The chief administrative officer, or his designee, at his option, may require a clear written explan-
ation of the basis for just cause extensions or exceptions. The chief administrative officer, or his
designee, shall determine compliance issues. Compliance determinations made by the chief admin-
istrative officer shall be subject to judicial review by filing petition with the circuit court within 30 days
of the compliance determination.

8. Management steps.

a. The first step shall provide for an informal, initial processing of employee complaints by the imme-
diate supervisor through a nonwritten, discussion format.

b. Management steps shall provide for a review with higher levels of local government authority fol-
lowing the employee's reduction to writing of the grievance and the relief requested on forms supplied
by the local government. Personal face-to-face meetings are required at all of these steps.

c. With the exception of the final management step, the only persons who may normally be presentin
the management step meetings are the grievant, the appropriate local government official at the level
at which the grievance is being heard, and appropriate witnesses for each side. Witnesses shall be
present only while actually providing testimony. At the final management step, the grievant, at his
option, may have present a representative of his choice. If the grievant is represented by legal coun-
sel, local government likewise has the option of being represented by counsel.

9. Qualification for panel or administrative hearing.

a. Decisions regarding grievability and access to the procedure shall be made by the chief admin-
istrative officer of the local government, or his designee, at any time prior to the panel hearing, at the
request of the local government or grievant, within 10 calendar days of the request. No city, town, or
county attorney, or attorney for the Commonwealth, shall be authorized to decide the question of
grievability. A copy of the ruling shall be sent to the grievant. Decisions of the chief administrative



officer of the local government, or his designee, may be appealed to the circuit court having jur-
isdiction in the locality in which the grievant is employed for a hearing on the issue of whether the
grievance qualifies for a panel hearing. Proceedings for review of the decision of the chief admin-
istrative officer or his designee shall be instituted by the grievant by filing a notice of appeal with the
chief administrative officer within 10 calendar days from the date of receipt of the decision and giving a
copy thereof to all other parties. Within 10 calendar days thereafter, the chief administrative officer or
his designee shall transmit to the clerk of the court to which the appeal is taken: a copy of the decision
of the chief administrative officer, a copy of the notice of appeal, and the exhibits. A list of the evidence
furnished to the court shall also be furnished to the grievant. The failure of the chief administrative
officer or his designee to transmit the record shall not prejudice the rights of the grievant. The court, on
motion of the grievant, may issue a writ of certiorari requiring the chief administrative officer to transmit
the record on or before a certain date.

b. Within 30 days of receipt of such records by the clerk, the court, sitting without a jury, shall hear the
appeal on the record transmitted by the chief administrative officer or his designee and such additional
evidence as may be necessary to resolve any controversy as to the correctness of the record. The
court, in its discretion, may receive such other evidence as the ends of justice require. The court may
affirm the decision of the chief administrative officer or his designee, or may reverse or modify the
decision. The decision of the court shall be rendered no later than the fifteenth day from the date of the
conclusion of the hearing. The decision of the court is final and is not appealable.

10. Final hearings.

a. Qualifying grievances shall advance to either a panel hearing or a hearing before an administrative
hearing officer, as set forth in the locality's grievance procedure, as described below:

(1) If the grievance procedure adopted by the local governing body provides that the final step shall be
an impartial panel hearing, the panel may, with the exception of those local governments covered by
subdivision a (2), consist of one member appointed by the grievant, one member appointed by the
agency head and a third member selected by the first two. In the event that agreement cannot be
reached as to the final panel member, the chief judge of the circuit court of the jurisdiction wherein the
dispute arose shall select the third panel member. The panel shall not be composed of any persons
having direct involvement with the grievance being heard by the panel, or with the complaint or dis-
pute giving rise to the grievance. Managers who are in a direct line of supervision of a grievant, per-
sons residing in the same household as the grievant and the following relatives of a participantin the
grievance process or a participant's spouse are prohibited from serving as panel members: spouse,
parent, child, descendants of a child, sibling, niece, nephew and first cousin. No attorney having direct
involvement with the subject matter of the grievance, nor a partner, associate, employee or co-
employee of the attorney shall serve as a panel member.

(2) If the grievance procedure adopted by the local governing body provides for the final step to be an
impartial panel hearing, local governments may retain the panel composition method previously



approved by the Department of Human Resource Management and in effect as of the enactment of
this statute. Modifications to the panel composition method shall be permitted with regard to the size of
the panel and the terms of office for panel members, so long as the basic integrity and independence
of panels are maintained. As used in this section, the term "panel" shall include all bodies designated
and authorized to make final and binding decisions.

(3) When a local government elects to use an administrative hearing officer rather than a three-person
panel for the final step in the grievance procedure, the administrative hearing officer shall be appoin-
ted by the Executive Secretary of the Supreme Court of Virginia. The appointment shall be made from
the list of administrative hearing officers maintained by the Executive Secretary pursuant to § 2.2-4024
and shall be made from the appropriate geographical region on a rotating basis. In the alternative, the
local government may request the appointment of an administrative hearing officer from the Depart-
ment of Human Resource Management. If a local government elects to use an administrative hearing
officer, it shall bear the expense of such officer's services.

(4) When the local government uses a panel in the final step of the procedure, there shall be a chair-
person of the panel and, when panels are composed of three persons (one each selected by the
respective parties and the third from an impartial source), the third member shall be the chairperson.

(5) Both the grievant and the respondent may call upon appropriate witnesses and be represented by
legal counsel or other representatives at the hearing. Such representatives may examine, cross-exam-
ine, question and present evidence on behalf of the grievant or respondent before the panel or hearing
officer without being in violation of the provisions of § 54.1-3904.

(6) The decision of the panel or hearing officer shall be final and binding and shall be consistent with
provisions of law and written policy.

(7) The question of whether the relief granted by a panel or hearing officer is consistent with written
policy shall be determined by the chief administrative officer of the local government, or his designee,
unless such person has a direct personal involvement with the event or events giving rise to the griev-
ance, in which case the decision shall be made by the attorney for the Commonwealth of the jur-
isdiction in which the grievance is pending.

b. Rules for panel and administrative hearings.

Unless otherwise provided by law, local governments shall adopt rules for the conduct of panel or
administrative hearings as a part of their grievance procedures, or shall adopt separate rules for such
hearings. Rules that are promulgated shall include the following provisions:

(1) That neither the panels nor the hearing officer have authority to formulate policies or procedures or
to alter existing policies or procedures;

(2) That panels and the hearing officer have the discretion to determine the propriety of attendance at
the hearing of persons not having a direct interest in the hearing, and, at the request of either party, the
hearing shall be private;



(3) That the local government provide the panel or hearing officer with copies of the grievance record
prior to the hearing, and provide the grievant with a list of the documents furnished to the panel or hear-
ing officer, and the grievant and his attorney, at least 10 days prior to the scheduled hearing, shall be
allowed access to and copies of all relevant files intended to be used in the grievance proceeding;

(4) That panels and hearing officers have the authority to determine the admissibility of evidence
without regard to the burden of proof, or the order of presentation of evidence, so long as a full and
equal opportunity is afforded to all parties for the presentation of their evidence;

(5) That all evidence be presented in the presence of the panel or hearing officer and the parties,
except by mutual consent of the parties;

(6) That documents, exhibits and lists of withesses be exchanged between the parties or hearing
officer in advance of the hearing;

(7) That the majority decision of the panel or the decision of the hearing officer, acting within the scope
of its or his authority, be final, subject to existing policies, procedures and law;

(8) That the panel or hearing officer's decision be provided within a specified time to all parties; and

(9) Such other provisions as may facilitate fair and expeditious hearings, with the understanding that
the hearings are not intended to be conducted like proceedings in courts, and that rules of evidence
do not necessarily apply.

11. Implementation of final hearing decisions.

Either party may petition the circuit court having jurisdiction in the locality in which the grievant is
employed for an order requiring implementation of the hearing decision.

B. Notwithstanding the contrary provisions of this section, a final hearing decision rendered under the
provisions of this section that would result in the reinstatement of any employee of a sheriff's office
who has been terminated for cause may be reviewed by the circuit court for the locality upon the peti-
tion of the locality. The review of the circuit court shall be limited to the question of whether the
decision of the panel or hearing officer was consistent with provisions of law and written policy.

1978, c. 845, § 15.1-7.2; 1985, c. 515; 1988, c. 290; 1989, c. 254; 1991, c. 661; 1995, cc. 770, 818;
1996, cc. 164, 440, 579, 869; 1997, c. 587; 2000, cc. 947, 1006; 2001, c. 589; 2005, c. 714; 2009, c.
736; 2012, cc. 803, 835; 2020, cc. 1137, 1140; 2020, Sp. Sess. |, cc. 29, 30; 2021, Sp. Sess. |, cc. 477,
478.

§ 15.2-1507.1. Appointment of standing panel in certain counties.

Notwithstanding the provisions of § 15.2-1507, in any county with the county manager form of gov-
ernment, the final step of its grievance procedure shall provide for a hearing before an impartial panel
consisting of one member appointed by the grievant, one member appointed by the county manager
or his designee, and a third member appointed in a manner determined by the board of supervisors.

2001, c. 601.
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§ 15.2-1508. Bonuses for employees of local governments.

Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, general or special, the governing body of any locality
may provide for payment of monetary bonuses to its officers and employees. The payment of a bonus
shall be authorized by ordinance.

1985, c. 142, § 15.1-7.4; 1997, c. 587; 2003, c. 204.

§ 15.2-1508.1. Traveling expenses on business of town, city or county.

Any person traveling on business of any locality except as hereinafter provided, wherein no part of the
costis borne by the Commonwealth may be reimbursed by such locality on a basis established by the
governing body of such locality; however, the rate of reimbursement per mile for private transportation
shall not exceed the standard rate deductible as a business expense pursuant to the Internal Revenue
Code and regulations promulgated thereunder.

Code 1950, § 14-5.2; 1954, c. 709; 1956, c. 214; 1960, c. 198; 1962, c. 441; 1964, c. 386, § 14.1-7;
1977, c. 517; 1996, c. 700; 1998, c. 872.

§ 15.2-1508.2. Same; where Commonwealth bears portion of expenses.

Any person traveling on business of any locality wherein the Commonwealth is required to bear a por-
tion of the expenses may be reimbursed by any such locality on a basis not in excess of that provided

in § 2.2-2823 but the portion to be borne by the Commonwealth shall be subject to the approval of the

State Compensation Board.

Code 1950, § 14-5.3; 1954, c. 709; 1956, c. 214; 1962, c. 501; 1964, c. 386, § 14.1-8; 1998, c. 872.

§ 15.2-1508.3. Governing bodies of certain cities and counties may supplement salaries and reim-
burse traveling expenses of employees of state and local health departments.

The Counties of Arlington, Chesterfield, Clarke, Fairfax, Loudoun and Prince William may, in the dis-
cretion of their governing bodies, pay to persons employed by the State Department of Health, within
such counties, in addition to the salaries as may be paid to such employees by the State Board of
Health, such sum or sums of money as they may deem expedient.

In addition to supplementing the salaries of such employees as provided herein such county may reim-
burse such employees who travel on business of any such county, who are required to bear a portion
of such travel expense in excess of the amount allowed by § 2.2-2823, from the funds of such county,
upon such basis and in such manner as its governing body may prescribe.

1964, c. 321, § 14.1-11.1; 1970, c. 142; 1972, c. 314; 1973, c. 415; 1976, c. 688; 1981, c. 206; 1985, c.
80; 1991, c. 27; 1998, c. 872; 2004, c. 157.

§ 15.2-1508.4. Certain counties and cities may supplement salaries and reimburse traveling
expenses of employees of state mental health clinics.

The Counties of Arlington, Chesterfield, Fairfax, Henrico, Loudoun, or Prince William, or the Cities of
Alexandria, Fairfax, Falls Church, Manassas, Manassas Park, or Roanoke may, in the discretion of its
governing body, pay to persons employed in state mental health clinics, within such county, in
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addition to the salaries as may be paid to such employees by the Commonwealth, such sum or sums
of money as it may deem expedient.

In addition to supplementing the salaries of such employees as provided herein, such county may
reimburse such employees who travel on business of any such county, who are required to bear a por-
tion of such travel expenses in excess of the amount allowed by § 2.2-2823, from the funds of such
county, upon such basis and in such manner as its governing body may prescribe.

1966, c. 95, § 14.1-11.2; 1998, c. 872; 2007, c. 813.

§ 15.2-1509. Preferences for veterans in local government employment.

Consistent with the requirements and obligations to protected classes under federal or state law, any
locality shall take into consideration or give preference to an individual's status as an honorably dis-
charged veteran of the armed forces of the United States in its employment hiring policies and prac-
tices, provided that such veteran meets all of the knowledge, skills and eligibility requirements for the
available position. Additional consideration shall also be given to veterans who have a service con-
nected disability rating fixed by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. "Veterans" as used in this sec-
tion refers to the same class as included in § 2.2-2903 with regard to the state service.

1988, c. 648, § 15.1-7.5; 1997, c. 587; 2005, c. 413.

§ 15.2-1510. Retirement systems.

Any locality may establish a system for the retirement of injured or superannuated officers and employ-
ees; the members of the local police and fire departments; the public school teachers and other
employees of the local school board; and the judges, clerks, deputy clerks and other employees of the
judicial system; or any of them; and may establish a fund or funds for the payment of retirement allow-
ances by making appropriations out of the local treasury, by levying a special tax for the benefit of
such fund or funds, by requiring contributions payable from time to time from such officers, employees,
members of police and fire departments, teachers, judges, clerks, deputy clerks and other employees
of the judicial system, or by any combination of such methods, or by any other method not prohibited
by law; provided that the total annual payments into such fund or funds shall be sufficient on sound
actuarial principles for the payment of such retirement allowances therefrom. The benefits accrued or
accruing to any person under such system shall not be subject to execution, levy, attachment, gar-
nishment or any other process whatsoever nor shall any assignment of such benefits be enforceable
in any court.

Code 1950, § 15-77.13; 1958, c. 328; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-849; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1510.1. Public announcement of severance packages for certain officials.

Severance benefits provided to any departing official appointed by a local governing body or school
board shall be publicly announced by the local governing body or school board, respectively, prior to
such departure.

2006, c. 254; 2007, c. 257.

§ 15.2-1511. Allowances to injured officials and employees and their dependents.
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The governing body of any locality is authorized in its discretion to make allowances by appropriation
of funds, payable in monthly or semimonthly installments, for the relief of any of its officials, employ-
ees, police officers, firefighters, sheriffs or deputy sheriffs, town sergeants and town deputy sergeants,
or their dependents, who suffer injury or death as defined in Title 65.2, whether such injury was
suffered or death occurs before or after June 29, 1948 (which date is the effective date of the section).
The allowance shall not exceed the salary or wage being paid such official, employee, police officer,
firefighter, sheriff or deputy sheriff, town sergeants and town deputy sergeants, at the time of such
injury or death, and the payment of the allowance shall not extend beyond the period of disability res-
ulting from such injury. In case death results from the injury, the allowance may be made for the
dependents as defined in Title 65.2. In localities which have established retirement or pension sys-
tems for injured, retired or superannuated officials, employees, members of police or fire departments,
sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, town sergeants and deputy sergeants, or for the dependents of those killed in
line of duty, the agencies provided for the administration of such systems shall determine the exist-
ence of such injury or cause of death before any appropriation to pay such allowance is made and
shall determine the extent of and period of disability resulting from such injury and the cause in case
of death. All sums paid to any such official, employee, police officer, firefighter, sheriff or deputy sheriff,
town sergeants and deputy sergeants, as compensation under Title 65.2 and all sums paid to the
dependents of such official, employee, police officer, firefighter, sheriff or deputy sheriff, town sergeant
and deputy sergeant, if he is killed, and all sums paid under any retirement or pension system shall be
deducted from the allowance made under this section in such installments as the agency determines.
If the agency determines that any official, employee, police officer, firefighter, sheriff or deputy sheriff,
town sergeant and deputy sergeant, who suffered injury in the line of duty is engaged or is able to
engage in a gainful occupation, then the allowance shall be reduced by the agency to an amount
which, together with the amount earnable by him, equals the allowance. Should the earning capacity
of the official, employee, police officer, firefighter, sheriff or deputy sheriff, town sergeant and deputy
sergeant, be later changed, such allowance may be further modified, up or down, provided the new
allowance shall not exceed the amount of the allowance originally made nor an amount which, when
added to the amount earnable by him, exceeds such allowance.

The death of, or any condition or impairment of health of, any member of a local police department, or
of a sheriff or deputy sheriff, caused by hypertension or heart disease resulting in total or partial dis-
ability shall be presumed to have been suffered in the line of duty unless the contrary be shown by
competent evidence; provided that prior to making any claim based upon such presumption for retire-
ment, sickness or other benefits on account of such death or total or partial disability, such member,
sheriff, or deputy sheriff, shall have been found free from hypertension or heart disease, as the case
may be, by a physical examination which shall include such appropriate laboratory and other dia-
gnostic studies as such governing body shall prescribe and which shall have been conducted by phys-
icians whose qualifications shall have been prescribed by such governing body. In the case of a claim
for disability, that any such member, sheriff, or deputy sheriff, shall, if requested by such governing
body or its authorized representative, submit himself to physical examination by any physician



designated by such governing body, such examination to include such tests or studies as may reas-
onably be prescribed by the physician so designated. Such member, sheriff or deputy sheriff, or
claimant shall have the right to have present at such examination, at his own expense, any qualified
physician he may designate. In the case of a claim for death benefits, any person entitled to make a
claim for such benefits, claiming that such person's death was suffered in the line of duty, shall submit
the body of the deceased to a postmortem examination to be performed by the medical examiner for
the county, city or town appointed under § 32.1-282.

Code 1950, § 15-555; 1950, p. 315; 1954, c. 246; 1960, c. 487; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-134; 1971, Ex.
Sess., c. 155; 1973, ¢. 499; 1976, c. 769; 1977, c. 326; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1511.01. Allowances to injured deputy sheriffs.

A. In addition to the allowances provided in § 15.2-1511, any deputy sheriff who suffers injury as
defined in Title 65.2 and whose allowance as provided in § 15.2-1511 is less than 100 percent of his
regular compensation shall be entitled to use any accrued vacation, compensatory, or sick leave to
supplement the allowance so as to receive 100 percent of his regular compensation. In no case shall
a deputy sheriff use such accrued leave so as to receive more than 100 percent of his regular com-
pensation.

B. The governing body of a locality shall continue to pay the employer's share of the cost of health
insurance to the same extent paid for other employees of the locality covered by the health insurance
plan for a deputy sheriff who participates in the employer-provided health plan who suffers a com-
pensable injury as defined under Title 65.2 so long as the deputy sheriff remains employed by the loc-
ality.

2008, cc. 335, 766.

§ 15.2-1511.1. Written benefit information to certain employees.

If a local employee develops a life-threatening health condition, the local employer shall provide such
employee written notification of all relevant benefit options and programs available to him, within 10
days of the date that the employer was given notice of the serious health condition by the employee or
his agent, unless such information is otherwise provided annually by the local employer. The
employer shall provide appropriate forms to the employee so that the employee can communicate any
election of benefit options to the employer in writing on the forms.

2007, c. 333.

§ 15.2-1512. Oath and bond.

Before entering upon the duties of his office, the person appointed or employed by the governing
body, or its delegated representative, (i) shall take the oath of office if required by general law, special
act or the governing body, (ii) shall give a bond before the clerk of the circuit court serving such gov-
erning body, if required by general law, special act or the governing body, and (iii) shall furnish surety
to be approved by such clerk in an amount to be fixed by the governing body, if required by general
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law, special act or the governing body. The premium for such bond shall be paid by the governing
body out of its general fund. The form of oath of office is that prescribed by § 49-1.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1512.1. Disposition of property received by subdivisions as result of conversion of mutual
insurance company to stock corporation.

The governing body of each locality that receives cash, shares of stock, or both, as a result of the con-
version of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Virginia, doing business as Trigon Blue Cross Blue Shield
(hereafter referred to as Trigon), from a mutual insurance company to a stock corporation known as Tri-
gon Healthcare, Inc., by reason of its school division's status as a present or former group policyholder
of Trigon shall, by appropriate ordinance or resolution, authorize the treasurer of such locality to create
two separate funds upon the books of the locality, as hereinafter described. Upon the enactment or
adoption of such ordinance or resolution, the treasurer of the locality shall place all such stock, includ-
ing any proceeds derived from the sale or other conveyance of any such stock, and cash, into these
separate funds. The stock or proceeds and cash shall be divided equally between the two separate
funds set forth in subsections A and B of this section; however, (i) the local governing body may place
a greater proportion or all of the stock or proceeds and cash in the fund described in subsection A,
with the consent of the school board and (ii) if on or before January 1, 1997, a school board has
requested and the local governing body has approved the allocation of the proceeds from the sale of
its stock for a school construction or renovation project, the remainder of such proceeds shall be used
to create a fund to offset health insurance premium increases incurred by the present and future
employees of the school board and governing body.

A. The first fund shall be known as the "County/City of Schools Health Insur-
ance Premium Fund." All principal placed into this fund, together with all income arising from or attrib-
utable to the fund, shall be used solely to offset health insurance premium expenses incurred by or on
behalf of present and future employees of the school division of the locality; however, the governing

body of the locality may use a portion of the principal placed into the fund, a portion of the income
arising from or attributable to the fund, or both, to compensate present or future retired employees of
the school division of the locality for (i) health insurance premium expenses payable by the retired
employees, (ii) health insurance premium expenses paid for by such retired employees for periods
prior to July 1, 1997, during which the retired employees were insured under a health insurance policy
through the school division of the locality as a group policyholder of Trigon, or (iii) both (i) and (ii), in
such amounts, if any, as the governing body shall determine appropriate. No disbursement from the
fund may be made except upon specific appropriation by the governing body in accordance with
applicable law.

B. The second fund, if any, shall be known as the "County/City of School Con-
struction, Renovation, Maintenance, Capital Outlay, and Debt Service Fund." All principal placed into
this fund, together with all income arising from or attributable to the fund, shall be used solely for the
purposes of school construction, school renovation, major school maintenance, capital outlay, and
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debt service in the public schools of the locality. No disbursement from this fund may be made except
upon specific appropriation by the governing body in accordance with applicable law.

C. All stock or proceeds and cash placed into separate funds pursuant to the provisions of this act,
including all income arising from or attributable to such funds, shall be deemed public funds of the loc-
ality and shall be subject to all limitations upon deposit and investment provided by general law,
including without limitation the Virginia Security for Public Deposits Act (§ 2.2-4400 et seq.). Income,
dividends, distributions and sale proceeds accruing to the separate funds shall be retained in the
funds and may be expended only in accordance with the terms of this act.

1997, cc. 803, 888, 891, § 15.1-52.1; 1998, c. 256; 2000, cc. 66, 657; 2013, c. 687.

§ 15.2-1512.2. Political activities of employees of localities, firefighters, emergency medical ser-
vices personnel, and law-enforcement officers and certain other officers and employees.
A. For the purposes of this section:

"Emergency medical services personnel” means any person who is employed within the fire depart-
ment or public safety department of a locality whose primary responsibility is the provision of emer-
gency medical care to the sick or injured, using either basic or advanced techniques. Emergency
medical services personnel may also provide fire protection services and assist in the enforcement of
the fire prevention code.

"Firefighter" means any person who is employed within the fire department or public safety depart-
ment of a locality whose primary responsibility is the prevention or extinguishment of fires, the pro-
tection of life and property, or the enforcement of local or state fire prevention codes or laws pertaining
to the prevention or control of fires.

"Law-enforcement officer" means any person who is employed within the police department, bureau,
or force of any locality, including the sheriff's department of any city or county, and who is authorized
by law to make arrests.

"Locality" means counties, cities, towns, authorities, or special districts.

"Political campaign" means activities engaged in for the purpose of promoting a political issue, for
influencing the outcome of an election for local or state office, or for influencing the outcome of a ref-
erendum or special election.

"Political candidate" means any person who has made known his or her intention to seek, or cam-
paign for, local or state office in a general, primary, or special election.

"Political party" means any party, organization, or group having as its purpose the promotion of polit-
ical candidates or political campaigns.

B. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, general or special, no locality shall prohibit an
employee of the locality, including firefighters, emergency medical services personnel, or law-enforce-
ment officers within its employment, or deputies, appointees, and employees of local constitutional
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officers as defined in § 15.2-1600, from participating in political activities while these employees are
off duty, out of uniform and not on the premises of their employment with the locality.

C. For purposes of this section, the term "political activities" includes, but is not limited to, voting; regis-
tering to vote; soliciting votes or endorsements on behalf of a political candidate or political campaign;
expressing opinions, privately or publicly, on political subjects and candidates; displaying a political
picture, sign, sticker, badge, or button; participating in the activities of, or contributing financially to, a
political party, candidate, or campaign or an organization that supports a political candidate or cam-
paign; attending or participating in a political convention, caucus, rally, or other political gathering; ini-
tiating, circulating, or signing a political petition; engaging in fund-raising activities for any political
party, candidate, or campaign; acting as a recorder, watcher, challenger, or similar officer at the polls
on behalf of a political party, candidate, or campaign; or becoming a political candidate.

D. Employees of a locality, including firefighters, emergency medical services personnel, law-enforce-
ment officers, and other employees specified in subsection B are prohibited from using their official
authority to coerce or attempt to coerce a subordinate employee to pay, lend, or contribute anything of
value to a political party, candidate, or campaign, or to discriminate against any employee or applicant
for employment because of that person's political affiliations or political activities, except as such affil-
iation or activity may be established by law as disqualification for employment.

E. Employees of a locality, including firefighters, emergency medical services personnel, law-enforce-
ment officers, and other employees specified in subsection B are prohibited from discriminating in the
provision of public services, including but not limited to firefighting, emergency medical, and law-
enforcement services, or responding to requests for such services, on the basis of the political affil-
iations or political activities of the person or organization for which such services are provided or
requested.

F. Employees of a locality, including firefighters, emergency medical services personnel, law-enforce-
ment officers, and other employees specified in subsection B are prohibited from suggesting or imply-
ing that a locality has officially endorsed a political party, candidate, or campaign.

2000, c. 791; 2002, c. 886: 2009, c. 306; 2015, cc. 502, 503.

§ 15.2-1512.3. Telecommuting by local government employees.

Each local government is authorized and encouraged to establish and implement a telecommuting
policy under which eligible employees of such local government may telecommute to the maximum
extent possible without diminished employee performance or service delivery.

2001, c. 405.

§ 15.2-1512.4. Rights of local employees to contact elected officials.

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit or otherwise restrict the right of any local
employee to express opinions to state or local elected officials on matters of public concern, nor shall
a local employee be subject to acts of retaliation because the employee has expressed such opinions.
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For the purposes of this section, "matters of public concern" means those matters of interest to the com-
munity as a whole, whether for social, political, or other reasons, and shall include discussions that dis-
close any (i) evidence of corruption, impropriety, or other malfeasance on the part of government
officials; (ii) violations of law; or (iii) incidence of fraud, abuse, or gross mismanagement.

2006, c. 597.

§ 15.2-1512.5. Authority of local government employees to issue summonses for misdemeanor viol-
ations of certain local ordinances.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a locality may appoint and train local government employ-
ees to enforce local ordinances within the scope of the employee's employment by issuing sum-
monses for misdemeanor violations of ordinances, except those offenses listed in Title 18.2 or
Chapter 8 (§ 46.2-800 et seq.) of Title 46.2 or those violations of local ordinances for offenses that are
substantially similar to such offenses. Such employees shall not have the power and authority of con-
stables at common law; their power shall be limited to issuing such summonses in their locality.

2020, c. 144.
Article 2 - JOINT OFFICERS AND OTHER EMPLOYEES

§ 15.2-1513. Joint local government employees permitted.
Localities may jointly employ or share the services of any person. Persons so employed may include
officers as well as other employees.

1991, c. 234, § 15.1-20.3; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1514. Exercise of powers and duties.
Every person employed under § 15.2-1513 shall exercise in each of such localities all the powers con-
ferred and duties imposed upon such person by law or by contract.

1991, c. 234, § 15.1-20.5; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1515. Compensation, benefits and liability insurance of such persons.

Every person employed under § 15.2-1513, for purposes of salary, retirement, and other employee
benefits, public liability insurance and bonds, when required, shall be considered the employee of one
locality. The share of the costs of salary, retirement, and other employee benefits and expenses for the
jointly employed person shall be paid to the primary employing locality by the other localities using the
services of such person in the manner and amount agreed upon.

Such employment may be pursuant to written or unwritten agreement between or among the employ-
ing localities containing such other terms and conditions as agreed upon.

1991, c. 234, § 15.1-20.4; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1516. Exceptions.
The provisions of §§ 15.2-1513 through 15.2-1515 shall not be applicable to constitutional officers or
their employees or other officers elected by the voters.
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1991, c. 234, § 15.1-20.6; 1997, c. 587.

Article 3 - Insurance and Legal Defense

§ 15.2-1517. Insurance for employees and retired employees of localities and other local gov-
ernmental entities; participation by certain volunteers.

A. Any locality may provide group life, accident, and health insurance programs for its officers and
employees; employees of boards, commissions, agencies, or authorities created by or controlled by
such locality; or employees of boards, commissions, agencies, or authorities that are political sub-
divisions of the Commonwealth and work in close cooperation with such locality. In addition, any loc-
ality that provides such a health insurance program may allow eligible members of approved
volunteer fire or rescue companies, as determined by the locality, to participate in such a health insur-
ance program. Such programs may be through a program of self-insurance, purchased insurance, or
partial self-insurance and purchased insurance, whichever is determined to be the most cost effective.
The total cost of such policies or protection may be paid entirely by the locality or shared with the
employee. The governing body of any locality may provide for its retired officers and retired employ-
ees, including retired employees of boards, commissions, agencies, or authorities that are political
subdivisions of the Commonwealth and work in close cooperation with such locality, to be eligible for
such group life, accident, and health insurance programs. The cost of such insurance for retired
officers and retired employees may be paid in whole or in part by the locality. The governing body of
any locality may permit members of approved volunteer fire or rescue companies to participate in its
group health insurance programs, subject to the eligibility criteria established by the locality. The cost
of a volunteer's participation in such a health insurance program shall be paid for in full by the par-
ticipating volunteer. Any locality may fund the cost of a volunteer's participation in a mental health treat-
ment and counseling program that is offered to individual members of approved volunteer fire or
rescue companies and is comparable to an employee assistance program offered to paid employees
of the locality.

B. In the event a county or city elects to provide one or more of such programs for its officers and
employees, it shall provide such programs to the constitutional officers and their employees on the
same basis as provided to other officers and employees, unless the constitutional officers and employ-
ees are covered under a state program, and the cost of such local program shall be borne entirely by
the locality or shared with the employee.

C. 1. Except as otherwise provided herein, in the event the governing body of any locality elects to
provide group accident and health insurance for its officers and employees, including constitutional
officers and their employees, such programs shall require that upon retirement, or upon the effective
date of this provision for those who have previously retired, any such individual with (i) atleast 15
years of continuous employment with the locality or (ii) less than 15 years of continuous employment
who has retired due to line-of-duty injuries may choose to continue his coverage with the insurer at the
retiree's expense until such individual attains 65 years of age at the insurer's customary premium rate



applicable (a) to such policies, (b) to the class of risk to which the person then belongs, and (c) to his
age.

2. The governing body, when providing this coverage, may further provide that the retiree be rated sep-
arately from the active employees covered under the group plan offered by such governing body.

3. Any locality that has not offered the opportunity to continue group health coverage provided by the
locality as required by subdivision 1 to its retirees who had retired on or before June 30, 1993, and
who meet the criteria for such coverage as set forth in subdivision 1, shall do so by July 1, 2000. Any
retiree from the service of a locality who had retired on or before June 30, 1993, and who meets the cri-
teria to continue his group health coverage from the locality under subdivision 1 who has not yet elec-
ted to continue his group health coverage from the locality shall elect whether to do so by July 1, 2000.

4. Nothing herein shall prohibit a locality from providing group accident and health coverage or bene-
fits for its retirees in addition to the coverage required under this section.

D. Any locality that offers group health plans to its employees and the employees of constitutional
officers and its retirees, as provided by this section or otherwise, may provide in the plan providing
such coverage that any retiree who is participating in a group health plan provided by the locality who
subsequently terminates his participation in such plan may not thereafter rejoin a group health plan
provided by the locality.

1981, c. 332, § 15.1-7.3; 1984, c. 712; 1987, cc. 435, 564; 1992, c. 750; 1993, c. 782; 1997, c. 587;
1999, c. 797; 2003, c. 409; 2007, c. 150; 2012, cc. 191, 515; 2016, cc. 207, 417; 2020, cc. 424, 425.

§ 15.2-1517.1. Formation of not-for-profit benefits consortium.
A. As used in this section:

"Benefits consortium" means a nonstock corporation formed pursuant to subsection B.

"Benefits plan" means a plan adopted by the board of directors of a benefits consortium to provide
health and welfare benefits to employees of localities that are members of the benefits consortium and
their dependents.

"Employee welfare benefit plan" has the meaning set forth in § 3(1) of the Employee Retirement
Income Security Act of 1974, 29 U.S.C. § 1002(1).

"Locality" means any city or county or the school board with authority over public schools within the
boundaries of a city or county.

B. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the governing bodies of three or more loc-
alities that as of December 31, 2014, comprised the membership of a multiple employer welfare
arrangement may form a not-for-profit benefits consortium for the purpose of establishing a self-funded
employee welfare benefits plan by acting as incorporators of a nonstock corporation pursuant to the
Virginia Nonstock Corporation Act (§ 13.1-801 et seq.). In addition to provisions required or permitted
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by the Virginia Nonstock Corporation Act, the organizational documents of the benefits consortium
shall:

1. Limit membership in the benefits consortium to localities;

2. Set forth the name and address of each of the initial members of the corporation;
3. Set forth requirements for the admission of additional localities to the corporation;
4. Set forth the procedure for admission of additional localities to the corporation;

5. Require that each initial member of the corporation and each additional locality admitted to mem-
bership agree to remain a member of the benefits consortium for a period of at least five years from the
date the consortium begins operations or the date of the additional locality's admission to mem-
bership, as the case may be;

6. Provide that the number of directors of the corporation shall be equal to the number of members;

7. Provide that the board of directors shall have exclusive fiscal control over and be responsible for the
operation of the benefits plan and shall govern the benefits consortium in accordance with applicable
law;

8. Vest in the board of directors the power to make and collect special assessments against members
and, if any assessment is not timely paid, to enforce collection of same in the name of the corporation;

9. State the purposes of the benefits consortium, including the types of risks to be shared by its mem-
bers;

10. Provide that each member shall be contractually liable for its allocated share of the liabilities of the
benefits consortium as determined by the board of directors;

11. Require that the benefits consortium purchase and maintain (i) a bond that satisfies the require-

ments of applicable law, (ii) fiduciary liability insurance, and (iii) a policy or policies of excess insur-

ance with a retention level determined in accordance with sound actuarial principles from an insurer
licensed to transact the business of insurance in the Commonwealth;

12. Require that the benefits consortium be audited annually by an independent certified public
accountant engaged by the board of directors; and

msurer

13. Not include in the name of the corporation the words "insurance, underwriter,"

"mutual," or any other word or term or combination of words or terms that is uniquely descriptive of an
insurance company or insurance business unless the context of the remaining words or terms clearly
indicates that the corporation is not an insurance company and is not carrying on the business of insur-

ance.

C. A benefits consortium shall establish and maintain reserves determined in accordance with sound
actuarial principles. Capital may be maintained in the form of an irrevocable letter of credit issued to



the benefits consortium by a state or national bank authorized to engage in the banking business in
the Commonwealth.

D. A benefits consortium may create a self-funded trust through which the members provide for their
employees and their dependents any benefit that a member that is a locality is authorized to provide
under an accident and health insurance program authorized by § 15.2-1517.

E. Except to the extent specifically provided in this section, a benefits consortium organized under and
operated in conformity with this section, so long as it remains in good standing under the Virginia Non-
stock Corporation Act (§ 13.1-801 et seq.) and otherwise meets the requirements set forth in this sec-
tion, shall be exempt from all state taxation, and shall not otherwise be subject to the provisions of
Title 38.2, including regulation as a multiple employer welfare arrangement.

2015, c. 136.

§ 15.2-1518. Liability insurance for officers, employees and volunteers of local government and
members of its boards and commissions and constitutional officers.

Any locality and any political subdivision thereof may provide liability insurance or self-insurance for
its fire department operational medical director, police department operational medical director, oper-
ational medical director, physician course director for any licensed emergency medical services
agency or emergency medical services training program located therein endorsed by the Office of
Emergency Medical Services and for its officers, employees and volunteers, including any com-
mission or board, and employees and members thereof, of any authority created or controlled by the
local governing body, or any local agency or public service corporation owned, operated or controlled
by such local governing body and constitutional officers and their employees.

The insurance or self-insurance may cover the costs and expenses incident to liability, including those
for settlement, suit, or satisfaction of judgment arising from the conduct of such operational medical dir-
ectors, physician course directors, officers, employees, members or volunteers in the discharge of
their official duties.

For the purposes of this section, "physician course director" or "PCD" means an EMS physician who
is responsible for the clinical aspects of emergency medical care training programs, including the clin-
ical and field actions of enrolled students.

1987, c. 496, § 15.1-7.3:1; 1988, c. 432; 1997, c. 587; 1999, c. 151; 2004, c. 648; 2008, c. 118.

§ 15.2-1519. Liability insurance for employees of local departments and boards of welfare and
social services; legal representation.

Notwithstanding the provisions of § 15.2-1518, the state Department of Social Services is authorized
to obtain liability insurance for officers and employees of local departments and boards of welfare or
social services. The attorney for the Commonwealth, city attorney, or county attorney, as appropriate,
shall provide whatever legal services are required for any such officers or employees sued as a result
of their conduct in the discharge of their official duties.

1974, c. 658, § 15.1-506.2; 1997, c. 587.
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§ 15.2-1520. Employment of counsel to defend localities and political subdivisions, governing bod-
ies, officers or employees in certain proceedings; costs and expenses of such proceedings.
Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, general or special, a locality, or political sub-
division of such locality may employ the county, city or town attorney, or the attorney for the Com-
monwealth, if there be no county, city or town attorney, or other counsel approved by the governing
body to defend it, or any member thereof, or any officer of the locality, or political subdivision or
employee thereof, or any trustee or member of any board or commission appointed by the governing
body in any legal proceeding to which the governing body, or any member thereof, or any of the fore-
going named persons may be a defendant, when such proceeding is instituted against it, or them by
virtue of any actions in furtherance of their duties in serving the locality or political subdivision as its
governing body or as members thereof or the duties or service of any officer or employee of the locality
or political subdivision or any trustee or any member of any board or commission appointed by the gov-
erning body.

All costs and expenses of such proceedings so defended shall be charged against the treasury of the
locality, or political subdivision and shall be paid out of funds provided therefor by the governing body
thereof. Further, in the event any settlement is agreed upon or judgment is rendered against any of the
foregoing persons or governing body, the governing body may, in its discretion, pay such settlement or
judgment from public funds or other funds or in connection with all of the foregoing may expend public
or other funds for insurance or to establish and maintain a self-insurance program to cover such risks
or liability.

1968, c. 23, § 15.1-19.2; 1976, c. 544; 1977, c. 47,1978, c. 442; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1521. Providing legal fees and expenses for officer or employee of county, city or town in cer-
tain proceedings.

If any officer or employee of any locality is investigated, arrested or indicted or otherwise prosecuted
on any criminal charge arising out of any act committed in the discharge of his official duties, and no
charges are brought, or the charge is subsequently dismissed, or upon trial he is found not guilty, the
governing body of the locality may reimburse the officer or employee for reasonable legal fees and
expenses incurred by him in defense of the investigation or charge, the reimbursement to be paid from
the treasury of the locality.

1984, c. 394, § 15.1-19.2:1; 1997, c. 587.

Article 4 - QUALIFICATIONS; ELIGIBILITY, ETC., OF LOCAL ELECTED
OFFICERS

§ 15.2-1522. When and how officers qualify.

Every elected county, city, town and district officer, unless otherwise provided by law, on or before the
day on which his term of office begins, shall qualify by taking the oath prescribed by § 49-1 and give
the bond, if any, required by law, before the circuit court for the county or city, having jurisdiction in the
county, city, town or district for which he is elected or appointed, or before the clerk of the circuit court
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for such county, city, town or district. However, members of governing bodies and elected school
boards may qualify up to and including the day of the initial meeting of the new governing body or elec-
ted school board.

Any such oath of town council members, town mayors or members of Boards of Supervisors may be
taken before any officer authorized by law to administer oaths. Such oath shall be returned to the clerk
of the council of the town, who shall enter the same record on the minute book of the council, or, for
members of the Board of Supervisors, returned to the clerk of the circuit court having jurisdiction in the
county for which he is elected or appointed, who shall record the same in the order book, on the law
side thereof.

Whenever an officer required to give bond is included in a blanket surety bond authorized by § 2.2-
1840, such officer shall furnish confirmation by the Division of Risk Management of the inclusion of the
officer on such blanket surety bond and the amount of the coverage, which shall be the equivalent of
giving the bond for purposes of qualification.

An appointed officer as used in this article means a person appointed to temporarily fill an elected pos-
ition. District officer as used in this article means a person elected by the people other than national
and statewide officers and members of the General Assembly.

Code 1950, § 15-475; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-38; 1972, c. 549; 1979, c. 643; 1993, c. 329; 1996, c. 167;
1997, c. 587: 2000, c. 293; 2017, c. 598.

§ 15.2-1523. Record of qualification.

When an officer qualifies and gives bond, the judge shall certify the fact and the bond and certificate
shall be returned to the clerk of the circuit court, and the certificate shall be entered in the order book of
the court on the law side thereof and such bond shall be recorded by the clerk. When the officer qual-
ifies and gives bond before the clerk, the clerk shall enter the fact of such qualification in the order
book of the court, on the law side thereof, and record the bond.

Code 1950, § 15-476; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-39; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1524. Failure to qualify vacates office.

If any such officer fails to qualify and give bond, as required by § 15.2-1523, on or before the day on
which his term begins, his office shall be deemed vacant. However, members of local governing bod-
ies and elected school boards may qualify up to and including the day of the initial meeting of the new
governing body or elected school board.

Code 1950, § 15-477; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-40; 1996, c. 167; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1525. Where officers shall reside.

A. Every county officer shall, at the time of his election or appointment, have resided thirty days next
preceding his election or appointment, either in the county for which he is elected or appointed, or in
the city wherein the courthouse of the county is or in a city wholly within the boundaries of such
county. If no practicing lawyer who has resided in the county or in such city for the period aforesaid
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offers for election or appointment or if there is not more than one practicing lawyer residing in the jur-
isdiction who would be qualified to offer for election, it shall be lawful to elect or appoint as attorney for
the Commonwealth for such county a nonresident, or one who has not resided in the county, orin
such city, for the period above mentioned. Every city and town officer except the town attorney shall, at
the time of his election or appointment, have resided thirty days next preceding his election or appoint-
ment in such city or town unless otherwise specifically provided by charter. Every district officer shall,
at the time of his election or appointment, have resided in the district for which he is elected or appoin-
ted thirty days next preceding his election or appointment, and residence in any incorporated town
within the district shall be regarded as residence in the district.

B. Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, and except as other provisions of law may require oth-
erwise, nonelected officers of any locality, and nonelected deputies of constitutional officers, shall not
be required to reside in the jurisdiction in which they are appointed. However, the sheriff of any county
or city may for law-enforcement purposes require that deputy sheriffs live within a reasonable distance
of the administrative office of the sheriff's department.

Code 1950, § 15-487; 1952, c. 336; 1954, c. 323; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-51; 1966, c. 97; 1968, c. 6;
1971, Ex. Sess., c. 155; 1972, cc. 549, 620, 624; 1973, c. 124; 1974, cc. 135, 229, 646; 1975, c. 100;
1976, c. 402; 1977, c. 28; 1978, cc. 106, 113; 1979, c. 362; 1980, cc. 1, 8, 11; 1981, cc. 551, 552, 556,
560, 561; 1982, c. 48; 1983, cc. 51, 76; 1984, cc. 65, 106, 711; 1994, c. 516; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1526. Removal vacates office.

If any officer, required by § 15.2-1525 to be a resident at the time of his election or appointment of the
county, city, town or district for which he is elected or appointed, or of the city wherein the courthouse
of such county is orin a city wholly within the boundaries of such county, remove therefrom, except
from the county to such city or from such city to the county, or in case a nonresident who has been
elected attorney for the Commonwealth remove from the county or county seat of the county in which
he resided when elected, except to the county in which he is elected, his office shall be deemed
vacant.

Code 1950, § 15-488; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-52; 1966, c. 97; 1997, c. 587.

Article 5 - BONDS

§ 15.2-1527. Bonds of officers.

Every treasurer or director of finance, sheriff, clerk of a circuit court, commissioner of the revenue, and
other persons in the offices of constitutional officers required to give bond shall, at the time he qual-
ifies, give such bond as is required by § 49-12. Bonds for a treasurer or director of finance, sheriff,
clerk of the circuit court and commissioner of the revenue shall be provided through the state Depart-
ment of the Treasury, Division of Risk Management pursuant to subsection B of § 2.2-1840. The pen-
alty of the bond of each officer shall be determined by the court or clerk before whom he qualifies,
within the limits prescribed in §§ 15.2-1528, 15.2-1529 and 15.2-1530.
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Code 1950, § 15-478; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-41; 1964, c. 278; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 155; 1972, c. 549;
1997, c¢. 587; 2000, cc. 618, 632.

§ 15.2-1528. Penalties of bonds of sheriffs, clerks of the circuit court and commissioners of the rev-
enue.

The penalty of the bond of a sheriff shall be $30,000. The bond of the clerk of a circuit court shall not
be less than $3,000 and the bond of such clerk shall bind him and his sureties, not only for the faithful
discharge of his duties as clerk of the court, but also for the faithful discharge of such other duties as
may be imposed upon him by law in like manner or by order of the court and with the same effect as if
it were so expressed in the conditions of his bond. The bond of the commissioner of the revenue shall
not be less than $1,000 nor more than $3,000.

Code 1950, § 15-479; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-42; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 155; 1981, c. 120; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1529. Amount of bond of treasurer or director of finance of counties.

Notwithstanding the provisions of §§ 15.2-416, 15.2-541, 15.2-642, 15.2-707 and 15.2-852 requiring
the surety bond given by a county treasurer or director of finance to be in an amount of not less than fif-
teen percent of the amounts to be received annually by such officers, the court or the governing body
responsible for fixing the penalty of the bond may in its discretion exclude the amounts to be received
for the county from temporary and long-term loans and federal revenue sharing funds when fixing the

required minimum bond, and the amount of the bonds to be given shall not exceed the following max-
imums based on the population of the respective counties unless, for good cause shown, a greater
bond is deemed advisable:

1. In counties having a population of not more than 10,000, the bond shall be limited to $300,000.

2. In counties having a population of more than 10,000 but not more than 30,000, the bond shall be lim-
ited to $400,000.

3. In counties having a population of more than 30,000 but not more than 50,000, the bond shall be lim-
ited to $500,000.

4. In counties having a population of more than 50,000 but not more than 100,000, the bond shall be
limited to $750,000.

5. In counties having a population of more than 100,000, the bond shall be limited to one million dol-
lars.

1973, c. 320, § 15.1-43.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1530. Bonds required of treasurers or directors of finance of cities.

Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, general or special, the penalty of the bond for treas-
urers or directors of finance of cities shall be not less than fifteen percent of the amount of revenue to
be received annually by him but not more than $500,000 for treasurers or directors of finance of cities
under 100,000 population nor more than $1,500,000 for treasurers or directors of finance of cities over
100,000.
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Code 1950, § 15-481; 1950, p. 411; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-44; 1973, c. 195; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1531. When certain city and county treasurers not required to give additional bond.
Whenever the treasurer for any city or county is appointed finance officer under any regulation of the
State Board of Education relating to the operation of jointly owned schools for cities and counties, and
such duties do not substantially increase the amount of the revenue to be received annually by him,
then no additional bond shall be required of him.

Code 1950, § 15-481.1; 1962, c. 493, § 15.1-44.1; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1532. Payment of premiums on bonds for more than one year in advance.

Governing bodies are authorized to pay out of their respective treasuries, the premiums on the surety
bonds of all local officials who are required to be bonded, for a period of more than one year when a
discount for advanced payment of such premiums may be obtained under the rates, rules and reg-
ulations promulgated by the State Corporation Commission according to law.

If any such surety bond be cancelled prior to its expiration, the portion of the premiums to be returned
shall be calculated on the basis of the regular annual rate of premiums for the duration of the bond as
such refunds are prescribed by the rates, rules and regulations promulgated by the State Corporation
Commission according to law.

Code 1950, § 15-483; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-46; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1533. Bond plan to be forwarded to clerk and Comptroller.

The state Department of the Treasury, Division of Risk Management shall forward to the clerk of the cir-
cuit court for each county and city and the Comptroller of the Commonwealth a copy of the plan pro-
mulgated pursuant to subsection B of § 2.2-1840.

Code 1950, § 15-484; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-47; 1979, c. 643; 1997, c. 587; 2000, cc. 618, 632.
Article 6 - PROHIBITION ON DUAL OFFICE HOLDING

§ 15.2-1534. Certain officers not to hold more than one office.

A. Pursuant to Article VII, Section 6 of the Constitution of Virginia, no person holding the office of treas-
urer, sheriff, attorney for the Commonwealth, clerk of the circuit court, commissioner of the revenue,
supervisor, councilman, mayor, board chairman, or other member of the governing body of any locality
shall hold more than one such office at the same time.

B. Subsection A shall not be construed to prohibit:

1. A commissioner of the revenue of a county from serving as appointed commissioner of the revenue
of a town located in the county;

2. A treasurer of a county from serving as appointed treasurer of a town located in the county;

3. A deputy sheriff of a county from serving as appointed town sergeant of a town located in the
county;
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4. A person from serving simultaneously as an assistant attorney for the Commonwealth in the City of
Winchester and Frederick County;

5. A person from serving as attorney for the Commonwealth for Bland County and assistant attorney
for the Commonwealth of Wythe County;

6. The election of deputies of constitutional officers to school board membership, consistent with fed-
eral law and regulation; or

7. A person from serving simultaneously as a part-time assistant attorney for the Commonwealth in
more than one locality with the consent of the respective attorneys for the Commonwealth and the
Compensation Board in accordance with procedures adopted by the Compensation Board.

1993, cc. 621, 781, § 15.1-50.4; 1995, c. 290; 1997, c. 587; 2002, c. 294.

§ 15.2-1535. Members of governing body not to be elected or appointed by governing body to cer-
tain offices.

A. Pursuant to Article VII, Section 6 of the Constitution of Virginia, no member of a governing body of a
locality shall be eligible, during the term of office for which he was elected or appointed, to hold any
office filled by the governing body by election or appointment, except that a member of a governing
body may be named a member of such other boards, commissions, and bodies as may be permitted
by general law and except that a member of a governing body may be named to fill a vacancy in the
office of mayor or board chairman if permitted by general or special law.

B. Pursuant to Article VII, Section 6 of the Constitution of Virginia, and without limiting any other pro-
vision of general law, a governing body member may be named by the governing body to one or more
of the following positions:

1. Director of emergency management pursuant to § 44-146.19;
2. Member of a planning district commission pursuant to § 15.2-4203;
3. Member of a transportation district commission pursuant to § 33.2-1907;

4. Member of a behavioral health authority board pursuant to Chapter 6 (§ 37.2-600 et seq.) of Title
37.2;

5. Member of a hospital or health center commission pursuant to Chapter 52 (§ 15.2-5200 et seq.) of
Title 15.2;

6. Member of a community services board pursuant to Chapter 5 (§ 37.2-500 et seq.) of Title 37.2;
7. Member of a park authority pursuant to Chapter 57 (§ 15.2-5700 et seq.) of Title 15.2;

8. Member of a detention or other residential care facilities commission pursuant to Article 13 (§ 16.1-
315 et seq.) of Chapter 11 of Title 16.1;

9. Member of a board of directors, governing board or advisory council of an area agency on aging pur-
suantto § 51.5-135;
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10. Member of a regional jail or jail farm board, pursuant to § 53.1-106 or of a regional jail authority or
jail authority pursuant to Article 3.1 (§ 53.1-95.2 et seq.) of Chapter 3 of Title 53.1;

11. With respect to members of the governing body of a town under 3,500 population, member of an
industrial development authority's board of directors pursuant to Chapter 49 (§ 15.2-4900 et seq.) of
Title 15.2;

12. Member of the board of directors, governing board, or advisory council or committee of an airport
commission or authority;

13. Member of a Board of Directors of a Regional Industrial Facility Authority pursuant to Chapter 64
(§ 15.2-6400 et seq.) of Title 15.2;

14. Member of a local parks and recreation commission;
15. Member of the Board of the Richmond Ambulance Authority;
16. Member of a local convention, visitors, or tourism board, authority, or agency; and

17. Member of the Board of Directors of the Richmond Metropolitan Transportation Authority pursuant
to § 33.2-2901.

C. Ifany governing body member is appointed or elected by the governing body to any office, his qual-
ification in that office shall be void except as provided in subsection B or by other general law.

D. Except as specifically provided in general or special law, no appointed body listed in subsection B
shall be comprised of a majority of elected officials as members, nor shall any locality be represented
on such appointed body by more than one elected official.

E. For the purposes of this section, "governing body" includes the mayor of a municipality and the
county board chairman.

1993, cc. 621, 781, § 15.1-50.5; 1995, cc. 696, 699; 1997, c. 587; 1998, c. 488; 1999, c. 811; 2001, c.
8: 2009, cc. 400, 649: 2011, cc. 41, 51; 2012, cc. 803, 835; 2014, c. 469;: 2018, c. 659.

Article 7 - OTHER OFFICERS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

§ 15.2-1536. Required and discretionary officers.
Every locality shall appoint or designate a clerk for the governing body and in its discretion, a chief
administrative officer and an attorney.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1537. Financial officer.

Every locality, unless otherwise provided for by general law or special act or unless such functions are
performed by the constitutional offices of treasurer and commissioner of the revenue, shall appoint an
officer to be responsible for its financial affairs. Such person shall work with the above-mentioned con-
stitutional offices in performing his duties and shall perform such other related duties as may be
assigned to him by the governing body.
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1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1537.1. Disposition of state funds locally collected.

All state funds collected by the financial officer shall be paid into the state treasury without deductions
on account of their compensation or on account of expenses. The Comptroller shall promptly forward

to such officers his warrants on the State Treasurer for the compensation due them and the estimated
amount allowed them out of such funds for expenses.

Code 1950, § 14-161; 1964, c. 386, § 14.1-161; 1998, c. 872.

§ 15.2-1538. Clerk for the governing body.

The governing body of every locality in this Commonwealth shall appoint a qualified person, who
shall not be a member of the governing body, to record the official actions of such governing body.
The person so appointed shall be called clerk for the board of supervisors or council, as the case may
be.

In localities where the clerk of court also serves as clerk of the governing body such person may
receive as compensation for his services as clerk of the governing body a salary in an amount determ-
ined by the governing body. Such compensation shall be in lieu of, and in satisfaction of, any com-
pensation allowable under § 33.2-721. Such compensation shall not be considered in determining the
maximum total annual compensation of officers as set forth in §§ 17.1-283 and 17.1-287.

Code 1950, § 15-238; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-533; 1968, c. 328; 1980, c. 257; 1985, c. 108; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1539. General duties of clerk.
It shall be the clerk's general duty to:

1. Record in a book the proceedings of the governing body;

2. Make regular entries of all its ordinances, resolutions and decisions on all questions concerning the
raising of money, and within five days after any order for a levy is made, to deliver a copy thereof to the
commissioner of revenue of his locality or the person performing such commissioner's duties, as the
case may be;

3. Record the vote of each supervisor or council member on any question submitted to the board or
council, as required by law or his governing body; and

4. Preserve and file all accounts acted upon by the governing body, with its actions thereon, for a
period of five years after audit and thereafter until the governing body shall authorize their destruction
in accordance with retention regulations for records established pursuant to the Virginia Public
Records Act.

Code 1950, § 15-237; 1956, c. 710; 1960, c. 34; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-532; 1982, c. 493; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1540. Chief administrative officer.
The governing body of any locality may appoint a chief administrative officer, who shall be designated
county, city or town administrator or manager or executive, as the case may be.
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1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1541. Administrative head of government.

Every chief administrative officer shall be the administrative head of the local government in which he
is employed. He shall be responsible to the governing body for the proper management of all the
affairs of the locality which the governing body has authority to control.

He shall, unless it is otherwise provided by general law, charter or by ordinance or resolution of the
governing body:

1. See that all ordinances, resolutions, directives and orders of the governing body and all laws of the
Commonwealth required to be enforced through the governing body or officers subject to the control of
the governing body are faithfully executed;

2. Make reports to the governing body from time to time as required or deemed advisable upon the
affairs of the locality under his control and supervision;

3. Receive reports from, and give directions to, all heads of offices, departments and boards of the loc-
ality under his control and supervision;

4. Submit to the governing body a proposed annual budget, in accordance with general law, with his
recommendations;

5. Execute the budget as finally adopted by the governing body;

6. Keep the governing body fully advised on the locality's financial condition and its future financial
needs;

7. Appoint all officers and employees of the locality, except as he may authorize the head of an office,
department and board responsible to him to appoint subordinates in such office, department and
board;

8. Perform such other duties as may be prescribed by the governing body.
1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1541.1. Authority of county administrator to maintain centralized system of accounting.

A county administrator shall maintain a centralized system of accounting for the county, including the
county school board and the local board of social services, when such centralized system of account-
ing is authorized by the governing body under the provisions of § 30-137.

1998, c. 380; 2002, c. 747.

§ 15.2-1542. Creation of office of county, city or town attorney authorized; appointment, salary and
duties.

A. Every county, city or town, not otherwise authorized to create the office, may create the office of
county, city or town attorney. Such attorney shall be appointed by the governing body to serve at the
pleasure of the governing body. He shall serve at a salary or at an hourly rate to be fixed by the gov-
erning body and shall be allowed to recover his reasonable costs expended. Any such attorney
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serving at an hourly rate shall provide the locality with an itemized list of fees and expenses. In the
event of the appointment of such attorney, the attorney for the Commonwealth for such locality shall be
relieved of any duty imposed upon him by law in civil matters of advising the governing body and all
boards, departments, agencies, officials and employees of the locality, of drafting or preparing ordin-
ances, of defending or bringing actions in which the local government or any of its boards, depart-
ments or agencies, or officials or employees, thereof, shall be a party, and in any other manner
advising or representing the local government, its boards, departments, agencies, officials and employ-
ees, and all such duties shall be performed by the local government attorney. Nothing herein, how-
ever, shall relieve such attorney for the Commonwealth from any of the other duties imposed on him

by law including those imposed by § 2.2-3126.

B. The county attorney may prosecute violations of the Uniform Statewide Building Code, the
Statewide Fire Prevention Code and all other ordinances as may be agreed upon with the attorney for
the Commonwealth. Such attorney shall be accountable to the governing body in the performance of
his duties.

C. The county attorney of Montgomery, Fairfax or Prince William Counties may prosecute violations of
county ordinances, except those ordinances which regulate, in a manner similar to State statute, the
operation of motor vehicles on the highway.

D. City and town attorneys, if so authorized by their local governing bodies, and with the concurrence
of the attorney for the Commonwealth for the locality, may prosecute criminal cases charging either

the violation of city or town ordinances, or the commission of misdemeanors within the city or town, not-
withstanding the provisions of § 15.2-1627.

1968, c. 695, § 15.1-9.1:1; 1974, c. 305; 1977, c. 584; 1979, c. 328, § 15.1-9.1:01; 1981, c. 122; 1982,
c. 30; 1994, c. 357; 1995, c. 740, § 15.1-9.1:3; 1997, c. 587; 2002, c. 802.

§ 15.2-1543. Employment of purchasing agent; duties.

A. Any county may employ a county purchasing agent or designate some official or employee of the
county to perform the duties herein provided, and provide compensation for such service. The person
so employed or designated shall serve at the pleasure of the board and shall give bond in such
amount as shall be prescribed by the board.

B. The county purchasing agent shall, under the supervision of the board of supervisors, purchase or
contract for all supplies, materials, equipment and contractual services required by any department or
agency of the county, subject to the provisions set forth in Article 2 (§ 15.2-1233 et seq.) of Chapter 12;
shall draw up, subject to the approval of the county board, and enforce standard specifications which
shall apply to all supplies, materials and equipment purchased for the use of the county government;
shall have supervision over all central storerooms now operated or hereafter established by the
county; and shall transfer to or between county departments and agencies or sell supplies, materials
and equipment which are surplus, obsolete, or unused.

Code 1950, §§ 15-539, 15-541; 1962, c. 623, §§ 15.1-103, 15.1-105; 1997, c. 587.
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Article 8 - LOCAL TRUSTS TO FUND POSTEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS OTHER
THAN PENSIONS

§ 15.2-1544. Counties, cities, towns, school divisions, and certain political subdivisions may estab-
lish local trusts or equivalent arrangements to fund postemployment benefits other than pensions.
The governing body of any county, city, or town may establish a trust, trusts, or equivalent arrange-
ments for the purpose of accumulating and investing assets to fund postemployment benefits other
than pensions, as defined herein. Deposits to any such trust, trusts, or equivalent arrangements and
any earnings on those deposits shall be irrevocable; shall be dedicated to providing benefits to retir-
ees and their beneficiaries in accordance with the terms of the plans or programs providing postem-
ployment benefits other than pensions; and shall be exempt from taxation and execution, attachment,
garnishment, or any other process. For the purposes of this article, an equivalent arrangement shall
mean any fund or similar arrangement established by the governing body pursuant to this article under
which funds are irrevocably allocated, segregated, or otherwise dedicated to providing postem-
ployment benefits other than pension benefits to retirees and their beneficiaries. The governing body
of any such county, city, or town also may make appropriations to any such trust, trusts, or equivalent
arrangements, and any such governing body may require active and former employees covered by a
postemployment benefit plan or program to contribute to such a trust or equivalent arrangement
through payments or deductions from their wages, salaries, or pensions. Officers and employees who
are subject to inclusion in the retirement plans described in § 51.1-800 also may be included in any
such trust, trusts, or equivalent arrangements by the governing body.

The governing body also may authorize the governing body of any other political subdivision that is
appointed in whole or in part by the governing body of such county, city, or town, to establish and fund
a trust, trusts, or equivalent arrangements for its active and former employees. Any appointed or elec-
ted school board may establish and fund such a trust, trusts, or equivalent arrangements for its active
and former employees. The governing body of any county, city, or town also may enter into agree-
ments with the appointed or elected school board that provides public schools within its boundaries or
with any other political subdivision, which is appointed in whole or in part by the governing body of
any such county, city, or town, to permit any such school board or such other political subdivision to
participate in any trust, trusts, or equivalent arrangements established by the governing body of any
such county, city, or town.

The governing body of any such county, city, or town, the school board of the local school divisions,
and the governing body of any other political subdivision that establishes or participates in any such
trust, trusts, or equivalent arrangements, shall have the right to revise or discontinue its plans or pro-
grams providing such postemployment benefits other than pensions for its active and former officers
and employees as it may deem necessary or transfer any assets held in any trust or equivalent
arrangement established pursuant to this article to any other trust, trusts, or equivalent arrangement
established pursuant to this article; provided, however, any amendment, suspension, or revocation of
any plans or programs providing such postemployment benefits other than pensions or transfer of
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assets held in a trust or equivalent arrangement shall not have the effect of diverting the assets of any
trust, trusts, or equivalent arrangements to purposes other than the exclusive benefit of the active or
former employees or their dependents or beneficiaries entitled to such postemployment benefit. If all
plans or programs providing such postemployment benefits other than pensions for which a trust or
equivalent arrangement is established are repealed or terminated by the governing body that created
such trust, trusts or equivalent arrangements, then there shall be no continuing responsibility for that
governing body to continue to make appropriations to such trust, trusts or equivalent arrangements,
and the assets of any such trust, trusts or equivalent arrangements shall be used to provide any bene-
fits continuing to be due to active or former employees (and their dependents or beneficiaries) under
such plans or programs. If there are no active or former employees (or dependents or beneficiaries)
due a benefit under any plan or program providing such postemployment benefits other than pensions
for which the trust or equivalent arrangement was established, then any remaining assets may revert
to the locality.

2007, c. 710.

§ 15.2-1545. Postemployment benefits other than pensions defined.

Postemployment benefits other than pensions covered by the trust, trusts, or equivalent arrangement
shall be defined by the governing body of the county, city, or town, by the appointed or elected school
board, or by the governing body of any other political subdivision that creates any such program or
trust. Such benefits may include but are not limited to medical, dental, and life insurance provided to
individuals who have terminated their service and to the dependents of such individuals and may be
provided by purchasing insurance, by a program of self-insurance, or by a combination of both. Such
postemployment benefits other than pensions may be provided to the officers and employees or to
their dependents, estates, or designated beneficiaries. Any benefits arising from any postemployment
benefits other than pension plans shall be clearly defined and strictly construed.

2007, c. 710.

§ 15.2-1546. Assets of trusts or equivalent arrangements for postemployment benefits other than
pensions.

The assets of any trust or equivalent arrangement for postemployment benefits other than pensions
shall be exempt from state and local taxation, and the assets of any such trust or equivalent arrange-
ment shall not be subject to execution, attachment, garnishment, or any other process.

2007, c. 710.

§ 15.2-1547. Creation of local finance boards to manage the assets of postemployment benefits
trust or equivalent arrangement; composition of such boards; alternatives to such boards; liability;
and removal from office.

Except as otherwise provided herein, the governing body of any county, city, or town that establishes
a trust, trusts, or equivalent arrangements for postemployment benefits other than pensions pursuant
to this article also shall create a finance board to serve as trustee of such a trust, trusts, or equivalent
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arrangements and to manage and invest the assets of that trust, trusts, or equivalent arrangements.
Such a finance board shall be composed of at least three members who shall include the chief fin-
ancial officer of the locality, the treasurer of the locality, and at least one other additional person who
shall be a citizen of the Commonwealth with proven integrity, business ability, and demonstrated
experience in cash management and in investments. If the locality does not have a chief financial
officer or a treasurer, then that position may be filled by the chief administrative officer of the locality or
by a citizen who meets the qualifications set forth above. The citizen member shall be appointed ini-
tially by the governing body of the locality for a term of two years and if more than one citizen is appoin-
ted to serve on any such board, then the local governing body may appoint those citizens for
staggered terms of one and two years. Subsequent appointments shall be for two-year terms or to fill
the balance of any unexpired term. The finance board shall annually elect one of its members as chair-
man and another as vice-chairman. The finance board shall meet at least four times a year, and a
majority of the members shall constitute a quorum.

Any school board of a local school division or the governing body of any other political subdivision
that establishes its own postemployment benefits trust, trusts, or equivalent arrangements pursuant to
this article shall create a finance board to serve as trustee of such a trust, trusts, or equivalent arrange-
ments and to manage and invest the assets of that trust, trusts, or equivalent arrangements. Such a fin-
ance board shall be composed of at least three members consisting of the chief administrative officer
of the entity, the chief financial officer of the entity, and at least one additional person who shall be a
citizen of the Commonwealth and who meets the qualifications set forth above. The citizen member
shall be appointed initially by the governing body of the locality for a term of two years and if more
than one citizen is appointed to serve on any such board, then the local governing body may appoint
those citizens for staggered terms of one and two years. Subsequent appointments shall be for two-
year terms or to fill the balance of any unexpired term. The finance board shall annually elect one of its
members as chairman and another as vice-chairman. The finance board shall meet at least four times
a year, and a majority of the members shall constitute a quorum.

Alternatively, and in lieu of establishing the finance board as described in this section, the governing
body of any county, city, or town, school division or other political subdivision that has established a
retirement board or deferred compensation board to manage pension benefits provided to or for its act-
ive and former employees may designate that retirement board or deferred compensation board to
serve as trustee and to manage the assets of a trust or equivalent arrangement established pursuant
to this article. Any such retirement board or deferred compensation board shall have all the powers
and duties of the finance board described in this article, mutatis mutandis.

Except in the case of gross negligence or intentional misconduct, any member of a finance board
established pursuant to this section, any director of finance or another appointed official with a sim-
ilarly named position, or any member of a retirement board, who is acting in accordance with the pro-
visions of this article, shall not incur any liability for investment losses suffered by a trust established



pursuant to this article. Members of any such finance board shall be subject to removal from office as
set forth in §§ 24.2-230 through 24.2-238.

2007, c. 710.

§ 15.2-1548. Finance boards or alternatives thereto to manage the assets of trusts or equivalent
arrangements to fund postemployment benefits other than pensions and provide annual reports;
exemption from Public Procurement Act.

Except as otherwise provided herein, any finance board or any other person or entity serving as an
alternative thereto pursuant to § 15.2-1547 shall retain the services of an investment manager, invest
its funds in accordance with § 15.2-1549, maintain records of all of its proceedings, make such
records available for inspection by the public, invest the assets of the trust or equivalent arrangement
in accordance with the provisions of this article, and provide the governing body that created it an
annual report on the fund's performance and financial status. In lieu of any finance board or other per-
son or entity serving as an alternative thereto pursuant to § 15.2-1547 serving as trustee, the invest-
ment manager may serve as trustee of the funds. The selection of services related to the management,
purchase, or sale of authorized investments, including but not limited to actuarial services, shall not be
subject to the provisions of the Virginia Public Procurement Act (§ 2.2-4300 et seq.).

2007, c. 710.

§ 15.2-1549. Investment of assets of trusts or equivalent arrangement for postemployment benefits
other than pensions.

All funds appropriated to a trust or equivalent arrangement for postemployment benefits other than pen-
sions, as defined in § 15.2-1545, and all funds accrued from the investment of any such funds that are
on hand at any time and are not necessary forimmediate payment of benefits shall be invested by the
finance board, by any person or entity serving as an alternative thereto pursuantto § 15.2-1547, or by
an investment manager who is serving as a trustee of the funds. All such funds shall be invested in
accordance with the prudent person standard established by § 51.1-803 and such investments shall
not be limited by Chapter 45 (§ 2.2-4500 et seq.) of Title 2.2.

2007, c. 710.

Chapter 16 - LOCAL CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS, COURTHOUSES AND
SUPPLIES

Article 1 - LOCAL CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS, COURTHOUSES AND
SUPPLIES

§ 15.2-1600. Counties and cities required to elect certain officers; qualifications of attorney for the
Commonwealth; duties and compensation of officers; vacancies, certain counties and cities excep-
ted; officer's powers not to be diminished.

A. The voters of each county and city shall elect a treasurer, a sheriff, an attorney for the Com-
monwealth, a clerk, who shall be clerk of the court in the office of which deeds are recorded, and a
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commissioner of revenue. To qualify to be elected or hold office, an attorney for the Commonwealth
shall be a member of the bar of this Commonwealth. The duties and compensation of such officers
shall be prescribed by general law or special act and any vacancy in such office shall be filled, not-
withstanding any charter provision to the contrary, by a majority of the circuit judges of the judicial cir-
cuit for the county or city pursuant to the provisions of §§ 24.2-226 and 24.2-227. Any county or city not
required to have or to elect such officers prior to July 1, 1971, shall not be so required by this section,
nor shall the provisions of this section apply to those counties and cities which have heretofore adop-
ted, or may hereafter adopt, a form of government, as provided by law, which does not require such
counties or cities to have or elect one or more of such officers.

B. Nothing in this title shall be construed to authorize the governing body or the chief administrative
officer of a locality to designate an elected constitutional officer to exercise a power or perform a duty
which the officer is not required to perform under applicable state law without the consent of such
officer, nor by designation to diminish any such officer's powers or duties as provided by applicable
state law including the power to organize their offices and to appoint such deputies, assistants and
other individuals as are authorized by law upon the terms and conditions specified by such officers.

1971, Ex. Sess., c. 223, § 15.1-40.1; 1979, c. 522; 1982, c. 637; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1601. Requirements for officers.
The officers required by § 15.2-1600 are subject to the residency, qualification for office, bonding,
dual-office-holding requirements and prohibitions provided for in Chapter 15 of this title.

1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1602. Sharing of such officers by two or more units of government.

Two or more units of government may share the officer or officers, or any combination of them,
required by § 15.2-1600 if (i) a petition, signed by a number of qualified voters equal to fifteen percent
of the number of votes cast in such units of government by voters thereof and counted for candidates
in the last gubernatorial election in such units of government, and in no event signed by less than 100
voters of such units of government, is filed with a circuit court having jurisdiction in one or more of
such units of government, asking that a referendum be held on the question "May the (names of the
units of government) share the (officer or officers), as the case may be, (naming such officers if less
than all) required by Article VII, Section 4 of the Constitution of Virginia ?"; (ii) following the filing of
such petition, the court shall by order entered of record, issued in accordance with Article 5 (§ 24.2-
681 et seq.) of Chapter 6 of Title 24.2, require the regular election officials of the units of government
to open the polls and take the sense of the voters on such question and (iii) at the election held on the
day designated by order of such court, a majority of the voters voting in such election in each such unit
of government shall have voted "Yes." The clerk of the circuit court which entered the order shall pub-
lish notice of the election in a newspaper of general circulation in such units of government once a
week for three consecutive weeks prior to the election.
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The regular election officials of the units of government shall open the polls at the various voting
places in such units of government on the date specified in the order and conduct the election in the
manner provided by law. The election shall be by ballot which shall be prepared by the electoral
boards of the units of government and on which shall be printed the following:

"May share the officer or officers, as the case may be, (haming such officers if less
than all) required by Article VII, Section 4 of the Constitution of Virginia?

[]Yes
[1No"

In the blank shall be inserted the names of the units of government in which such election is held. The
question required by this section may be modified to accommodate the naming of the officer or
officers. Any voter desiring to vote "Yes" shall mark a check (v ) mark or a cross (X or+) mark ora
line (-) in the square provided for such purpose immediately preceding the word "Yes," leaving the
square immediately preceding the word "No," unchanged. Any voter desiring to vote "No" shall mark a
check (v ) mark or cross (X or +) mark or a line (-) in the square provided for such purpose imme-
diately preceding the word "No," leaving the square immediately preceding the word "Yes,"
unmarked.

The ballots shall be counted, returns made and canvassed as in other elections, and the results cer-
tified by the electoral boards to the court ordering such election. Thereupon, the court shall enter an
order proclaiming the results of the election, and a duly certified copy of the order shall be transmitted
to the State Board of Elections and to the governing bodies of the units of government affected.

Thereafter, the officer or officers shall be elected by the voters of the units of government desiring to
share such officer or officers; however, the provisions of this section shall not reduce the term of any
person holding an office at the time the election provided for in this section is held.

1971, Ex. Sess., c. 223, § 15.1-40.2; 1975, ¢. 517; 1976, c. 301; 1997, c. 587.

§ 15.2-1603. Appointment of deputies; their powers; how removed.

The treasurer, the sheriff, the commissioner of the revenue, and the clerk of any circuit court may at the
time he qualifies as provided in § 15.2-1522 or thereafter appoint one or more deputies, who may dis-
charge any of the official duties of their principal during his continuance in office, unless itis some

duty the performance of which by a deputy is expressly forbidden by law. The sheriff making an
appointment of a deputy under the provisions of this section may review the record of the deputy as fur-
nished by the Federal Bureau of Investigation prior to certification to the appropriate court as provided
hereunder.

The sheriff may appoint as deputies medical and rehabilitation employees as are authorized by the
State Compensation Board. Deputies appointed pursuant to this paragraph shall not be considered by
the State Compensation Board in fixing the number of full-time or part-time deputies which may be
appointed by the sheriff pursuantto § 15.2-1609.1.
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The officer making any such appointment shall certify the appointment to the court in the clerk's office
of which the oath of the principal of such deputy is filed, and a record thereof shall be entered in the
order book of such court. Any such deputy at the time his principal qualifies as provided in § 15.2-
1522 or thereafter, and before entering upon the duties of his office, shall take and prescribe the oath
now provided for in § 49-1. The oath shall be filed with the clerk of the court in whose office the oath of
his principal is filed, and such clerk shall properly label and file all such oaths in his office for pre-
servation. Any such deputy may be removed from office by his principal. The deputy may also be
removed by the court as provided by 